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INTRODUCTION

COOK'S LAST VOYAGE.

ALTHOUGH Great Britain cannot vaunt ofbeing

an early ftoop to the fpirit of Difcovery, but in

that refped: mufl: give place to the Dutch, yet it may
with truth be afferted that fhe has lince far furpaffed

them, even in their own track. In the fifteenth and

fixteenth centuries, fome fpirited enterprifes were un-

dertaken ; but afterwards, the fpirit of difcovery, feemed

to have totally fubfidcd, till about the year 1741, when
by the command of his late majefty, a voyage was un-

dertaken under the direftion of captain Middleton, for

difcovering a northweft paffage through Hudfon's Bay.

In 1746, two fhips were fitted out by fubfcription for

the fame purpofe, under the command of Captains

Smith and Moor. But it was referved for his prefent

Majefty, by that munificence and patronage, which

every liberal purfuit meets with from him, to open

friendly comm.unications, with fome receffes of the

globe, hitherto unexplored. Captain (now Admiral)

Byron, with the lliips Dolphin and Tamar, in 1764—6 ;

V/allis, and Carteret, with the Dolphin and Swallow,

in 1766—9 ; and Cook, with the Endeavour, in 1768

—71, and with the Refolution and Adventure, in 1772
—5, carried on a plan of difcovery, which it was the

purpofe of the 'prefent voyage to finifh.

The intimate connexion between thcfe voyages,

render it very necefT.iry, to ftate as fliortly as pofTible,

the objefts accompliftied by the preceding voyages,

and how far the intention of the prefent one has been

anfv/ered.

VOL. V.
' A



2 INTRODUCTION.

In generalj it may be premifed, that the univerfal

object of ail the voyages of the prefent reign, was to

explore the vafc ocean which extends through the whole

fouthern hemifphere ; as the refult of all the refearches

which had hitherto been made might be jufcly confi-

dered as obfcure traditions, bold ficlions, and plaufible

conjeftiires; that thefe five different circumnavigations

have anfwered a better purpofe, is vifible from the fol-

lowing obfervations,

Falkland's Ifiands in the South Atlantic Ocean were
barely known to exifb before Anfon, and fo erroneous

was even his idea of them, that he confidcred Pepys
Ifland and Falkland's Ifles to be different places -, there

can be no doubt that they are the fame, from Byron
and M'Bride's teilimony ; and of them v/e have as exa6t

charts, as of the coafts of Great Britain itfeif. Befides

this, the difcovery of Sandwich Lands, the mofc fbuth-

erly point yet known, and the certain accounts we have

of the Ifle of Georgia, are all to be attributed to Cook.
Sir John Narborough gave us very imperfeft accounts

of Magalhaen's Straits, but Captains Byron, Wallis and

Carteret, have furnifhcd us with very accurate accounts

of its coaft, harbours, headlands, bays, ifiands, tides,

foundings, and currents, which are a very valuable ac-

quifition, and fliould deter any future adventurers from
fleering that courfe, cfpecially when a much fafer en-

trance may be had to the Pacific Ocean, by doubling

Cape Horn , this navigation Captain Cook has clearly

fhevv^n, is by no means attended with fuch danger as

might be fufpefted from the hardfliips and diftrefTes

which Anfon and Pizarro fufiered there ^ and that,

wholly ov.'ing to the feafon in v. hich they were oblig-

ed to hazard it. But they have not only rendered

the accefs to the Pacific ocean more eafy, but have

made us acquainted with a far greater part of its con-

tents. As the Spaniiii navigators had no further defign

than to get a paflage to the Moluccas and other fpice

ifiands, they never iieered further weftward, by devi-

ating from their track, except accidentally, and if then
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they fell in with any iflands, or made any diicoveries,

little benefit was derived from them, their accounts

being lb inaccurate as fometimes to occafion a qucftion

if fuch places exiiled. Indeed, the vaft quantity of

territory annexed to the Spanifn Crown, and the many
rich mines never wrought, rendered n€w acquifitions

by no means to be coveted j fo that, except the annual

Manilla and Acapulco faip, they feldom attempted to

Heer aero Is the vail gulpli which feparates Afia from
America.

Other navigators in thefe feas, generally followed

the Spanifli track : as indeed, their ible biifmefs there,

was either for the purpofe of commerce or hoftilities

with them. It is probable then, that after paffing Terra
del Fuego, they v/ould hold a northerly courfe to the

uninhabited illand of Juan Fernandes, and thence fail

along the American coaft from Chili to California, but

they would either return to the Atlantic by the fame
courfe, or fleer the track of the Phillipine galleons, as

trade or rapine could be benefited by no other. In latter

years, the enterprifing Dutch have made fom^e more
certain and efFeftual refearches in the fouthern latitudes

of this ocean. In 164a Tafman's voyage will ever be

remembered, for the difcoveries he made in a circuit,

reaching from a high fouthern latitude, fo far north as

New Guinea. Le Maine and Schouton in 16 16, and
Roggiuein in 1772, croiTing the fouth tropic, traverfed

this ocean, from Cape Horn to the Eafc Indies. But
even the difcoveries they made, can only be confidered

as a proof hov»^ m.uch might be done. If they difcovered

a coaft, they often declined to land ; or if they ventured,

their enquiries and obfervations v>^ere fo futile, as not 10

latisfy commiOn curiofity, much lefs philofophical en-

quiry.

While we thus mull allov/ the Dutch to have been
our harbengers, it is alfo to be obferved, that v/e af-

"terwards went beyond them, even in their own track.

And now Hicceffively his Majevty's fnips have penetra-

ted into the obfcurcll rccefTes of the South Pacific Oce-
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an, will appear from a recital of their various and ex-
tenfive operations, which have adjufted the geography
offo confiderable a part of the globe.

The feveral lands, mentioned to have been difcovered

by preceding navigators, whether Spanifn or Dutch
have been diligently fought after ; and moil of thofe

which appeared to be of any confequence, found out

and vifited -, when every method was put in praftice

to corred; former miftakes, and fupply former dificien-

cies. Thus, the famous Tierra Auftralia del Efpiritu

Santo, which was always confidered a part of a fouthern

continent. Captain Cook has defined its true pofition

and bounds, in the Archipelago of the New Hebrides.

But befides perfecting the difcoveries of their prede-
ceffors, our late navigators have added a long catalogue

of their own, to enrich geographical knowledge. By
repeatedly traverfmg the Pacific Ocean, v/ithin the

iouth tropic, a feeming endlefs profufion of habitable

fpots of land was found. Iflands interfperfed through
tht amazing fpace of eighty degrees of longitude, either

feparately fcattered, or grouped in numerous cluftres -,

and fuch ample accounts have we received, both of
them and their inhabitants, that, to make ufe of the

Captain's ov/n words, we have left little more to he dene

in thatpart.

Byron, Wallis, and Carteret all contributed towards
mcreafmg our knowledge of the ifles in the Pacific Oce-
an, within the limits of the fouthern tropic -, but how
far that ocean extended to the weft, by what lands it

Vv'as bounded on that fide, and the connexions of thofe

lands with the former difcoveries, remained unknown,
till Captain Cook, after his firft voyage, brought back
a latisfatlory decifion to thefe queftions. Vv'^ith won-
derful fl<iili and perfeverance, am^idft perplexities, dif-

ficuities and dangers, he traced this coaft almoft aooo
miles, from the 38^ of fouth latitude, acrofs the tropic,

to its northern extremity, v/ithin 10^ and a half of the

cquinodial, where it joined the land, already explored
\iy the Dutch, which they have denominated New
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Holland. Tafiiian's difcoveries in the lad century is

now completed by Captain Cook -, and we are fully

acquainted with the circumference of this vaft body of

land, which is juftly coinputed to be One Fifth of the

Globe.

Although Tafman was the fird difcoverer of New-
Zealand, yet the fmall portion of it along which he

failed, rendered his account of it fo imperfe6t, that it

was the general opinion of geographers, that New-
Zealand was part of a Southern Continent, running

north and foiith from the 23^^ ^o the 2^'^ o^ fouth lati-

tude. Captain Cook having fpent fix months in this

country in 1769 and 70 has fully explored it, and all

its coafts ; fo that from his accounts, as well as that of

other vifitors, it is eftablifiied to be no part of a con-

tinent, but containing, the largeft iflands, hitherto dif-

covercd in the fouthern hemifpherc.

Again, Captain Cook has put beyond doubt, that

there is no jundlion between New -Holland and New-
Guinea, as he jailed through between them. Though
Mr. Dalrymple and others had difcovered feme traces

of fuch a pafiage, yet the uncertainty of its practicability,

as well as the importance of the difcovery^ may be judg-

ed of, by reflefhing that Monf Bougainville, in 1768,

rather than attempt fuch a palTage, failed ninety leagues

about, while reduced to feed on feal llcins from off the

yards and riggings, for want of provifions.

For a fimiiar difcovery to the preceding, we are in-

debted to Captain Carteret; viz. that the land named by
Captain Dampier,New Britain, confifts of two large and

feveral fmaller iflands, through which, by Sir George's

Channel, is a much better and foorter paifage, whether

from the eaftward or weftward than round all the

iflands and lands to the northward.

Byron,Wallis and Carteret were principally employed
in exploring the fouth Atlantic, and knew no more of

the fouth Pacific, than accidentally occurred in the di-

re6b trad: they held: and as Captain Cook's main obje<ft

in his iirft voyage was to obfcrve the tranfit of Venus at
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OtaheitCj his anxiety to be there in proper time,

preventing his vifiting that part of the South Pacific

where the riches and mine of difcovery was fuppofed to

exifr. To put an end to all conjeftures on this matter.

Captain Cook was fent out with the Refolution and
Adventure, in 1772, on the moil enlarged plan of dif-

covery hitherto attempted, viz. to circumnavigate

the globe in high fouthern latitudes, and carefully to

examine every corner of the fouth Pacific, at once to

determane, vv^hether a fouthern continent exifted in any
accelTible part of the fouthern hemifphere.

In attending Captain Cook in his fecond voyage to-

gether with his preceding one, we have the greatelt cer-

tainty to conclude, that many extenfive continents and
iilands mentioned by former navigators, were either

large fields of ice, or exifted only in the chimerical

heads of the pretended difcoverers.

It has been, by many, confidered as an unanfwerable

argument -, that a fouthern continent is neceffary to pre-

ferve the due equilibrium ; but from the thorough

knowledge of the greater part of the fouthern hemif-

phere, of which we are now pofleft, v.'e may with cer-

tainty aver, that the equilibrium of the earth is main-
tained, although the vaft track of fea failed through,

leaves no proportion for an equal quantity of land.

Thus though feme preceding navigators have an-

nexed more land to the known Globe, than Captain

Cook, to him belongs the honour of difcloiing the ex-

tent of fea covering its furface. To conclude our ob-

fcrvations on this fcbjeft, v.'-e fhall make free v/ith his

ov,'n v/ords :
'' I had nov/ made the circuit of the fouth-

ern ocean in a high latitude, and traverfed it in fuch a

manner as to leave not the leaft room for there being a

continent, unlefs near the pole, and out of the reach of

navigation. By twice vifiting the tropical fea, I had
net only fettled the fituation of fome old difcoveries,

but made there many new ones, and left I conceive,

very little to be done in that part. Thus I flatter my-
felf, that the intention of the voyage has, in every rei-



INTRODUCTION. 7

pedl, been fully anfwerecl -, the fouthern hemifphere

iufficiendy explored; and a final end put to the fearch-

ing after a fouthern continent, which has, at times, en-

groffed the attention of fome of the-maricime powers
for near two centuries paft, and been a favorite theory

amongft geographers of all nations.

From the general fketch we have already given ot

the preceding voyages, it is evident that, though the

utmofi: acccffible extremities of the fouthern hemifphere

had been vifited, yet our own had not ; and it remained
a queilion, how far a northern palTage between the At-
lantic and Pacific Ocean was prafticable, either by fail-

ing wefcward round North America, oreaftward, round
Afia.

Could fuch a pafTage be effefted, it would greatly

fhorten paiTages to Japan, China, and the Eail Indies

in general. But all the attempts for this piirpofe pro-
ved inefteftual*.

Notwithfianding the infuperable bars which thefe

different navigators had experienced, the obtaining a
northerly paffage was an obje6t fo defirable, that it was
determined to bring the matter to a certainty, by fend-
ing out Captain Cook once more on this important er-

rand. Thus v/as this valabie commander again called

to expofe himfelf to new toils and dangers, in thefervice

of ma'iikind, although, after what he had already done,
he might have enjoyed himfelf at home, in eafe and
plenty, without any imputation of iloth.

Tlie various operations propofed were fo new and
extenfive, that they can be beft judged of from the fol-

lowing inflruftions, under which he failed.

* The principal of thefe .iltempts were made by, ift, Cabot, ia

1496, who difcovered Newfoundhmd and the Labradore coaft ; 2d,

grave, in 1773.
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By the Commiffioners for executing the office of Lord
High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c.

SECRET INSTRUCTIONS
For Captain James Ccck, Commander cf his Majejly's Sloop

the Rejohition.

WHEREAS the Earl of Sandwich has fignified to

us his Majefty's pleafure, that an attempt fnould be

made to find out a northern paffage by fea, from the

Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean ; and whereas we have>

in purfuance thereof, caufed his Majefty's floops, Re-
folution and Difcovery, to be fitted, in all refpe6ts,

proper to proceed upon a voyage for the purpofe above

mentioned, and, from the experience Vv'e have had of

your abilities and good condu6l in your late voyages,

have thought fit to intruft you with the conduft of the

prefent intended voyage, and with that view appointed

you to command the firft mentioned floop, and dire6bed

Captain Clcrke, v/ho commxands the other, to follow

your orders for his further proceedings. You are here-

by required and direfted to proceed v;ith the faid two
fioops direftly to the Cape of Good Hope, unlefs you
{hall judge it neceffary to fcop at Madeira, the Cape de

Verd, or Canary Iflands, to take in wine for the ufe of

their companies -, in which cafe you are at liberty to

do fo, taking care to remain there no longer than may
be neceffary for that purpofe.

On your arrival at the Cape of Good Elope, you are

to refrefn the fioops companies, and to caiife the floops

to be fupplied with as much provifions and water as

they can conveniently fiow.

You are, if pofTible, to leave the Cape of Good Hope
by the end of Odlober, or the bcginnino; of Novemiber
next; and proceed to the fouthward in fearch of ibme
iflands faid to have been lately fetn by the French, in

die latitude of 48^ o' foutii, and about the meridian of

Mauritiui;. In cafe ycu lind thcfe iflands, you are to
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examine them thoroughly for a good harbor; and upon
difcovering one, make the neceflary obfervations to

facilitate the finding it again ; as a good port, in that

fituation, may hereafter prove very ufeful, although it

fliould afford little or nothing more than fhelter, wood
and water. You are not however, to fpend too much
time in looking out for thofe iflands, or in the examina-

tion of chem, if found, but proceed to Otaheite, or the

Society Ides, (touching at New -Zealand in your way
thither, if you iliould judge it neceffary and con-

venient), and taking care to arrive there time enough

to admit of your giving the Hoops companies the re-

frefhments they may ftand in need of, before you pro-

fecute the further objed: of thefe inftruftions.

Upon your arrival at Otaheite, or the Society Ifles,

you are to land Omai at fuch of them as he may choofe,

and leave him there.

You are to deftribute among the chiefs of thofe iflands

fuch part of the prefents with which you have been fup-

plied as you fli all judge proper, referving the remainder

to deftribute among the natives of the countries you
may difcover in the northern hemifphere : And having

refreilied the people belonging to the floops under your

command, and taken on board fuch wood and water as

they may refpeftively ftand in need of, you are to leave

thofe iflands in the beginning of February, or fooner if

you fhall judge it neceffary, and then proceed in as di-

red; a courfe as you can to the coaft of New-Albion,
endeavouring to fall in with it in the latitude of 45'' o'

north ; and taking care, in your way thither, not to iofe

any time in fearch of nev>r lands, or to ftop at any you
may fall in with, uniefs you find it neceffary to recruit

your wood and water.

You are alfo, in your way thither, ftriilly enjoined

not to touch upon any part of the Spvinifli dominions on
the weft'ern continent of America, uniefs driven thither

by fome unavoidable accident ; in vv'hich cafe you are

to ftay no longer there than fliall be abfolutely necef-

VOL. VIII. B
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fary,- and to be very careful not to give any umbrage;

or offence to any of the inhabitants or fubjeds of his

Catholic Majelly. And if, in your further progrefs to

the northward, as hereafter direded, you find any fub-

je6ls of any European prince or ftate upon any part of

the coaft you may think proper to vifit, you are not

to diPi.urb them^ or give them any jufb caufe ofoffence,.

but, on the contrary, to treat them with civility and

friendfhip.

Upon your arrival in the coaft of New Albion, you

are to put into the firft convenient port to recruit your

wood and water, and procure refrefhments, and then to

proceed northward along the coaft, as far as the latitude

of 65^, or further, if you are not obftruded by lands

or ice ; taking care not to lofe any time in exploring

rivers or inlets, or upon any other account, until you

get into the before- mentioned latitude of 65^^ where

we could wiili you to arrive in the month of June next.

When you get that length you are very carefully to

fearch for, and to explore, fuch rivers or inlets as may
appear to be of a confiderable extent, and pointing to-

wards Hudfon's or Baffin's Bay ; and if, from your

own obfervations, or from any information you may
receive from the natives, (who there is reafon to be-

lieve are the fame race of people, and fpeak the fame

language, of which you are furnifhed with the vocabu-

lary, as the Efquimaux), there fl^iall appear to be a cer-

tainty, or even a probability, of a v/ater paiTage into

the afore-mentioned bays, or either of them, you are^

jn fuch cafe, to ufe your utmoft endeavors to pafs

through with one or both of the ftoops, uniefs you ftiali

be of opinion that the palTage may be effeded with

more certainty, or with greater probability, by fmaller

veileis ; in which cafe you are to fet up the frames of

one or both the fmall veftels with v/hich you are pro-

vided, and, when they are put together, and are pro-

p;rly fitted, ftored, and vidualled, you are to difpatch

one or both of them, under the care of proper officers,

with a fiifiicicnt number of petty officers, men, and
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boats, in order, to attempt the faid paffage ; with fuch

inftruclions for their rejoining you, if they fliould fail,

or for their further proceedings, if they iliould fucceed

in the attempt, as you fliall judge molt proper. But,

neverthelefs, if you fnall find it more eligible to pur-

fue any other meafures than thofe above pointed out,

in order to make a difcovery of the before-mentioned

paffage, (if any fuch there be), you are at liberty, and

we leave it to your difcretion to purfue fuch meafures

accordingly.

In cafe you fhall be fatisfied that there is no paffage

through to the above-mentioned bays fufficient for the

purpofes of navigation, you are, at the proper feafon

of the year, to repair to the port of St. Peter and St.

Paul in Kamptfchatka, or wherever elfe you fnalljudge

more proper, in order to refrefh your people, and pafs

the winter; and, in the fpring of the enfuingyear 1778,
to proceed from thence to the northv/ard, ss far as, in

your prudence, you may think proper, in further fearch

of a North-weft paffage from the Pacific Ocean into

the Atlantic Ocean or the North Sea; and if, from

your own obfervation, or any information you may
receive, there jQiall appear to be a probability of fuch a

paffage, you are to proceed as above dired:ed : and,

having difcovered fuch paffage, or failed in the at-

tempt, make the beft of your way back to England,

by fach route as you may think beft for the improve-

ment of geography and navigation : repairing to Spit-

head v/ith both fioops, where they are to remain till

further order.

At whatever places you may touch in the courfe of

your voyage, where accurate obfervations of the nature

hereafter mentioned have not already been made, you
are, as far as your time w^ill allow, very carefully to ob-

ferve the true fituation of fuch places, both in latitude

and longitude ; the variation of the needle ; bearings

of head-lands ; height, dire6tion, and courfe of the tides

and currents ; depths and foundings of the fea; fhoals,

rocks, &"c- ; and alfo to furvey, make charts, and take
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views of fuch bays, harbours, and different parts of

the coaft, and to make fuch notations thereon, as may
be ufeful either to navigation or commerce. You are

alfo carefully to obferve the nature of the foil, and the

produce thereof j the animals and fowls that inhabit or

frequent it ; the fifhes that are to be found in the rivers

or upon the coaft, and in what plenty, and, in cafe

there are any peculiar to fuch places, to defcribe them
as m.inutely, and to make as accurate drawings of them,

as you can; and, if you find any metals, minerals, or

valuable ftones, or any extraneous fofnls, you are to

bring home fpecimens of each -, as alfo of the feeds of

fuch trees, fhrubs, plants, fruits, and grains, peculiar

to thofe places, as you may be able to colled;, and to

tranfmit them to our fecretary, that proper examina-

tion and experiments may be made of them. You are

iikewife to obferve the genius, temper, difpofition, and

number of the natives and inhabitants, where you find

any ; and to endeavor, by ail proper means, t© culti-

vate a friendfhip with them ; making them prefents of

fuch trinkets as you have on board, and they may like

bed ; inviting them to traffic ; and Ihewing them every

kind of civility and regard -, but taking care, never-

thelefs, not to fuffer yourfelf to be furprifed by them,

but to be alvv^ays on your guard againft any accidents.

You are alfo, v/ith the confentofthe natives, to take

polTeflion, in the name of the King of Great Britain,

of convenient fituations in fuch countries as you may
difcover, that have not already been difcovered or vi-

fited by any other European power ; and to diftribute

among the inhabitants fuch things as will remain as tra-

ces and teftimonies of your having been there ; but if

you find the countries fo difcovered are uninhabited,

you are to take poffefTion of them for his Majefty, by

letting up proper marks and infcriptions, as firil difco-

verers and polfeffors.

But forafmuch as, in undertakings of this nature, fe-

veral emergencies may arife not to be ibreleen, and

fherefore not particularly to be provided for by inftruc-
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tions beforehand i you are, in all fuch cafes, to proceed as

you fiiall judge moil advantageous to the fervice on
which you are employed.

You are, by all opportunities, to fend to our Secre-

tary, for our information, accounts ofyour proceedings,

and copies of the furveys and drav/ings you fliall have
maae -, and upon your arrival in England, you are im-
mediately to repair to this office, in order to lay before

us a full accountof your proceedings in the whole courfe

of your voyage j taking care, before you leave the

floop, to demand from the officers and petty officers

the log-books and journals they m.ay have kept, and to

feal them up for our infpedion ; and enjoining them, and
the whole crew, not to divulge where they have been,

until they fhall have permilnon fo to do ; and you are to

dire6t Captain Gierke to do the fame, with refped: to

the officers and crew of the Difcovery.

If any accident fhould happen to the Refolution in the

courfe of the voyage, fo as to difable her from proceed-
ing any further, you are, in fuch cafe to remove your-
felf and her crew into the Difcovery, and to profecute

your voyage in hen herCommander being hereby ftridlly

required to receive you on board,and to obey your orders,

the fame, in every refpedl, as when you Vv'ere adually
on board the Refolution : And in cafe ofyour inability,

by ficknefs or otherwife, to carry thefe Inftruftions into

execution, you are to be careful to leave them, with the

next officer in command, who is hereby required to exe-
cute them in the befl: manner he can.

Given under our hands the 6ih

day July, 1776.

SANDWICH.
C. SPENCER.
H. PALLISER.

By command of their Lordfhips,

PH. STEPHENS.
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Goyernmentj now heartily in earneit, negledled no

fbep which might tend to promote the objeft in view.

In 1 7 45 J a law had paffed offering a donation of

;^.20,ooo to the difcoverer ofa Northern pafTage through

HudJorCs Bay, in which his Majefty'sfhips were excluded.

This was now extended to any lliip belonging to his

Majeily, or any of his lubjeds, and the reftridion to

Hudfon's Bay cancelled, bearing that the difcoverer of

a paiTage by fea between the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean
in any direSfion, or parallel ofthe Northern Hemifphere,

Ihould be entitled, &c. As alfo a reward of five thoufand

pounds to any fhip that fhould approach to within i
°

of the North Pole. In the beginning offummer 1776,
Captain Pickerfgill vv^as appointed Commander of the

armed brig the Lion, and ordered to proceed to Davis's

Straits, to proted; the Britifh fifhers ; and in order to

facihtate Captain Cook's expedition, to proceed up
Baffin's Bay, and make fuch charts and take fuch views

of the feveral bays, harbours, &c. as might be ufeful

to navigators and others ; and to be careful to return

in the fall of the year. Pickerfgill failed in executing

his commiffions, and in March follov/ing Lieutenant

Young v/as appointed to fucceed him.

As the obje6l of this voyage is immediately con-

nefted with that of Captain Cook, we have annexed
a fummary of his inftruftions, dated March 13th,

1777.
" That as the Refolution and Difcovery had been

fent out under the command of Capt. Cook, to attempt

the difcovery of a northern paiTagc, by fea, from the

Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean, and to run as far up as

the 6c,° of north latitude, and there, and as far north

as he judged it proper, carefully to fearch for fuch ri-

vers or inlets as might appear to him pointing tow-
ards Baffin's or Hudfon's bay, or the north feas -, and
to attempt a paiTage by thefe if poffible : fo, on the

other hand, you are to proceed to Baffin's Bay, and
carefully to explore the wefiern fliores thereof, and if

an inlet or river is difcovered feemingly pointing tow-



INTRODUCTION. 15

ards the Pacific Ocean, you are to attempt navigating

the fame j and if not, endeavour to return to England

once this year."

But this expedition was of no fervice ; Young was

found more calculated to aflift in the glory of a vic-

tory, than explore icy mountains.

On examining thefe inftruftions, it may be quef-

tioned, why Captain Cook was not direfted to com-
mence his fearch, before he arrived at 65^ ? Why not

examine Hudfon's Bay, on our fide of America ? why
was the weftern fea of John de Fuca in latitude 47^ and
48*"

; the Archipelago of St. Lazarus of Admiral de

Fonte from 50" to ^^'^^ ; and the rivers and lakes to the

north-eaftward, negiefted ? It may eafily be fhewn that

thefe pretended difcoveries are mere fictions, and that

the orders, not to begin his fearch before the 65° of

north latitude, was founded on a thorough knowledge
of the coaft to the fouthward of that point.

Captain Middleron, the commander of the expedi-

tion in Hudfon's Bay, in 1741, and 42, had entertained

a notion of the probability of difcovering a pafTage to

the Pacific, and in fearch of it, had proceeded further

north than any of his predeceifors -, but he found it ut-

terly imprafticable. Mr. Dobbs, however, the patron

of the enterprife, upon the inform.ation of fome ofMid-
dleton's officers, ventured to accufe him of mifrepre-

fenting fads, and that from his own accounts of an inlet

running weftward in latitude 6^° or 66" it was evident

he had not taken proper pains. To be at a point upon
this, he prevailed upon a fociety of merchants and gen-

tlemen to fit out the Dobbs and Cahfornia to invefti-

gate this very inlet, having previoufly got the ^.20,000
premium eftabliflied.

But this voyage abundantly eftabliflied Captain Mid-
dieton's opinion ; for the fuppofed ftraits was found to

be a frefh water river. So high had expectation been

railed in favour of this fuppofed pailage, that notwith-

llanding the failure of this expedition, it Vvas iliii con-

fidered as attainable. Two places were mentioned as
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the moil probable, the one Chefterfield or Bowden'S

inlet, in latitude S^'' or 64.^
-y the other Repuife Bay in

latitude 67°. This laft, the committee who direfted

the enterprife, declared to be impradiicable, upon the

teftimony of Mr. Ellis, the commander of the Dobbs,

and fome of his officers ; and the former has been fully

explored, and traced 170 miles up the country, to a

large lake from whence it takes its rife, in two difier-

cnt voyages by Captain Chriftopher, in the (loop Chur-

chill in the years 1701 and 62.

Befides thefe fea voyages, the matter is much elu-

cidated by the journey of Mr. Hearne, who was fent

out by the Hudfon's Bay company to travel over land,

as far as the Copper Mine River^ which had been much
fpoken of by Mr Dobbs and other favourers of the

fcheme. He fet out in December 1770, from Fort

Prince cf Wales, on Churchill's River lat. 58*^ 50',

and his tranfaftions are preferved in his written journal.

It is much to be wifned that this journal were publiib-

ed, as it contains a very difm.al account of the wretch-

ed fituation of the miferable inhabitants of that part of

the globe. His general courfe was to the north-weft.

In June 1771, when at a place called Conge Catha wha
Chaga, he determined by two good obfervations, that

this place is fituated 24*^ 1' weft longitude of Churchill

River ; and in 68^ 46' north latitude. On the 13th

of July, he reached Copper Mine River -, and contra-

ry to the idea he had been left to form of it, found

it fcarcely navigable for a canoe. Without entering

particularly into the account Mr. Hearne gives of this

river, it is fufficient for our purpofe to mention, that

he found it by no means navigable for the fmalleft vef-

fels, and im.poffible to be niade fo. On our general

chart, the particular fituation of this river, as well as

the country in general, through which Mr. Hearne

paiTed, is accurately laid down. In fine, Mr. Hearne's

travelling 1300 niiles before he arrived at the fea,

makes it clear that the continent; of North America
ftretchcs from Hudfon's Bav, at leaft that diftance to
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the north-weft, while his moft \vefter]y diilance from
Hudfon's Bay was about 600 miles j and the Indians

who attended him as guides were convinced that there

cxifted a vaft track ofcontinent, ftretching on in the fame
direflion. What we have now mentioned, being fuf-

ficiently known to the firft lord of the admiralty, was
a good reafon for his ordering captain Cook to com-
mence his fearch in latitude 65*^, and not more to the

fouthward. But if there are any, we are ftill inclined

to think it fhould have begun earlier. We beg leave

to recommend to them a perufal of the Spanifh voy-
ages, particularly that on the coaft of America in 1775,
publifhed by Mr. Danes Barrington. In the general

ficetch we have now given of the prefent and preced-

ing voyages, a pretty diftinft idea may be formed, of
what was intended to be done, and what was really ac-

complifhed.—The benefits arifing from them may be
enumerated as follows

:

I. All vifionary fpeculators and fchemers, fuch as

Buffon, Campbell, and de Broffes, will find few vo-
taries to fupport their airy fanciful dreams of treafures

and paradifes in thefe feas, as captain Cook has fuffi-

ciently inveftigated what is and what is not to be found
there ; fo, many impracticable undertakings which would
probably have taken place, will be entirely prevented.

1. But unprofitable fearches will not only be dif-

couraged, but the diftrelTes^and inconveniencies attend-

ing the navigation of thefe feas, in a great meafure
prevented. The exa6t fituation of the different iflands

are properly laid down -, rocky fliores, perplexing cur-

rents, dangerous fhoals, and narrow ftraits accurately

defcribed ; belides many other advantages, to enume-
rate which, it would be neceflary to tranfcribe great

part of the journals of our feveral commanders. By
thus leffening the danger of thefe voyages, a fcene of
commerce comes in view, that in a courfe of years v.dll

probably come to fuch a height as is impoflible for us

at prefent to have any conception of; nay, in our own
VOL. VIII. C
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day, it is highly probable that fome fpeedy advances
will be made to form fome comm.ercial effcablifliments

in the fouth Pacific j at leafl; if we do not, we have
taught the Ruffians and Spaniards fome important lef-

ibns in the flvin- trade, and otherwife, which they will

not fail to improve.

3. The valuable acceffions which human knov/ledge

has made by the continued plan of difcovery carried on
in the prefent reign, cannot fail to diftinguiili Britain as

taking the lead in the moft arduous enterprifes, for the

benefit of mankind. And v/ere no real benefit to ac-

crue to us, either in this or a future age, as mxntioned in

the preceding article, certainly no greater fcope was
ever given to the dignified exercife of the powers of the

humian mind, particularly in the aftronomicai lines.

4. It is commonly obferved, that acquifitions in one

fcience, are generally followed by acquifitions in other

branches -, fo here, the difcovery of fo many new places

in the globe prefents to our view frefh objed:s of fci-

ence. Upon the report of any common failor, much
information may be obtained -, but when we confider

that in thefe voyages, the labours of fome of the moft

eminent men of the times are united,, we muft be fatif-

fied that every thing new and valuable throughout the

wide extent of their refearches are collected and re-

corded. It is necefiary here to micntion that in his fe-

cond voyage, captain Cook was accompanied by Sir

Jofeph Banks ; the obligations which (if we may ufe

the expreffion) fcience lies under to this great man can-'

not be better expreffed than in the words of Mr. Wal-
lis, which we beg leave to tranfcribe.

" That branch of natural knowledge which may be

called nautical afirononiy ^ was undoubtedly in its infancy,

when thefe voyages were firft undertaken. Both in-

fcruments and obfervers, v/hich deferved the name,

were very rare; and fo late as the year 1770, is was

thought neceifary, in the appendix to Mayer's tables^

publiflied by the board of longitude, to ftate fa6ls, in

contradiftion to the alTertions of lb celebrated an aftro-
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nomer as the Abbe de la Caille, that the altitude of

the fun at noon, the eafiefc and mofc fimple of all oh-
fervations, could not be taken with certainty to a lefs

quantity than five, fix, feven, or even eight minutes.*

But thofe who will give themfeives the trouble to look

into the ajlronomkal ohjervations made in captain Cook's
iaft voyage, will find that there were few, even of xkx^

petty oScers, who could not obferve the diftance of
tiie moon from the fun, or a ftar, the moil delicate of
all obfervations, with fufficient accuracy. It may be

added, that the method of making and computing ob-
fervations for finding the variation of the compafs is

better known, and more frequently pra6lifed by thofe

who have been on thefe voyages, than by mofi others.

Nor is there, perhaps, a perfon who ranks as an of-

ficer, and has been concerned in them, who would not,

v/hatever his real fkill may be, feel afhamed to have it

thought that he did not know how to obferve for, and
compute the time at fea \ though, but a iliort while

before thefe voyages were fet on foot, fuch a thing was
fcarcely ever heard of amongft feamen ; and even firft-

* The Abbe's words are. " Si ceux qui promettent uue fi gran-

de precifion dans ces fortes de methodes, avoient navigue quelque
temps, ils auroient vu louvent, que dans I'obfervation la plus limple

de toutes, qui eft ceile de la hauteur du foleil a midi, deux obferva-

tions, munis de bons quartiers de reflexion, biens reftifies, differ-

ent entr'eux, lorfqu'ils obfervent chacun a part, de 5
' 6' 7' & 8 '.

—

Ephemer, \~]'s^.— 1765. Introdudl. p. 32."

Itmufl be however mentioned, injuftice to M. de la Caille, that

he attempted to introduce the lunar method of difcovering the lon-

gitude, and propofed a plan of calculations of the moon's diftance

from the fun and fixed ftars ; but, through the imperfeftion of his

inftruments, his fuccefs was much lefs than that method was capable

of affording. The bringing it into general ufe was referved for

Dr. Mailcelyne, our aftronomer royal. See the preface to the tables

for correcting the effefts of refraction and parallax, publiflied by
the board of longitude, under the direction of Dr. Shepherd, Plu-

main profeffor of aftrouomy and experimental philofophy at Cam-
bxidge, in 1772.
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rate aftronomers doubted the poffibiiity of doing it with

fufficient exadlnefs *."

" The number of places at which the rife and times

of flowing of tides have been obferved, in thefe voy-

ages, is very great ; and hence an important article of

ufeful knowledge is afforded. In thefe obfervations,

fome very curious and even unexpe6led circumftances

have offered themfeives to our confideration. It v/ill

be fufiicient to inflance the exceedingly fmall height

to which the tide rifes in the middle of the great Paci-

fic ocean; where it falls fhort, tvv^o-thirds at leaft, of

what might have been expefted from theory and cal-

culation."
" The direftion and force of currents at fea, make

alfo an important objecSt. Thefe voyages will be found

* In addition to Mr. Wallis's remark, it may be obferved, that

the proficiency of our naval officers in taking obfervations at fea

muft ultimately be attributed to the great attention paid to this impor-

tant obje£t by the board of longitude at home ; liberal rewards having

been given to mathematicians for perfefting the lunar tables, and

facilitating calculations ; and to artifts for conftrudling more accurate

inftruments for obferving, and watches better adapted to keeping

time at fea. It appears, therefore, that the voyages of difcovery,

and the operations of the board of longitude, went hand in hand ;

and they mufl be combined, in order to form a jufi: eftimate of the

extent of the plan carried into execution fince his majefty's accef-

fion, for improving aftronomy and navigation. But, befides the

eftablilhment of the board of longitude on its prefent footing, which

has had fuch important confequences, it muft alfo ever be acknow-
ledged that his prefent majefly has extended his patronage to every

branch of the liberal arts and ufeful fciences. The munificent prefent

to the ro)^ai fociety for defraying the expence of obferving the

Tranfit of Venus ;— the inftitution of the academy of painting and
fculpture ;—the magnificent apartments allotted to the roval and an-
tiquary focieties, and to the royal academy, at Somerfet Place ;

the fiipport of the garden of exotics at Kew, to improve which,
Mr. Mafon was fent to the extremities of Africa ;—the fubftantial

encouragement afforded to learned men and learned works, in vari-

ous departm.ents ; and particularly that afforded to Mr. Herfchell,
which has enabled him to devote-himfeifentirely to the imorovement
of aiironomy ; thefe, and many other inflances which rnicht be en-
umerated, would have greatly diftinguifned his majefty's reio-n, even
if lie had not been the p^Uron of thofe fuccefsful attempts to perfedl
gcogr -ohy and navigation by fo many voyages of diicovcry.
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to contain much ufeful information on this head ; as

well relating to feas nearer home, and which in confe-

quencc, are navigated every day, as to thofe which are

more remote, but where, notwithftanding, the know-

ledge of thefe things may be of great fervice to thofe

who are deftined to navigate them hereafter. To this

head alfo we may refer the great number of experi-

ments which have been made for enquiring into the

depth of the fea, its temperature, and faltnefs at dif-

ferent depths, and in a variety of places and climates."

" An extenfive foundation has alfo been laid for im-

provements in magnetifm, for difcovering the caufe

and nature of the polarity of the needle, and a theory of

its variations, by the number and variety of the obfer-

vations and experiments which have been made,

both on the variation and dip, in almofl: all parts of the

world. Experiments alfo have been made, in confe-

quence of the late voyages, on the efFe6ls of gravity,

in different and very diftant places, which may ferve to

increafe our flock of natural knov/ledge. From the

fame fource of information we have learned, that the

phamomenon, ufually called the aurora horealis^ is not

peculiar to high northern latitudes, but belongs equally

to^^ii cold climates, whether they be north or fouth."
*^ But perhaps no part of knowlege has been fo great

a gainer by the late voyages as that of botany. We
are told * that, at leaft, twelve hundred new plants

have been added to the known fyftem ; and that very
confiderable additions have been made to every other

branch of natural hiftory, by the great fl<:ill and in-

dufiiry of Sir Jofeph Banks, and the other gentlemen f

* See Dr. Shepherd's Preface, as above.

f Dr. Solander, Dr. Forfter and his fon, and Dr. Sparman. Dr.
Forfter, has given us a fpecimen of the botanical difcoveries of his

voyage in the Charatteres Generum Plantariim, &c. and mucli cu-
rious philofophical matter is contained in his Ohfer-uations made in a
Voyage round the World. Dr. Spannan, alfo, on his return to Swe-
den, favoured us with a publication, in which he expatiates on the
advantages accruing to natural hiilory, to aitronomy, geography,
general phyfics, and navigation, from our SoutV Sea voyage's.
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who have accompanied Captain Cook for that pur-

pofe."

To Captain Cook himfelf, we are indebted for an-

other improvement, which v/as the general health of

his crew, iluring his long voyages, and that may be

obferved particularly in every paiTage of the fuccecding

volumes. Another good efieft of thefe voyages, and
that not the leaft of them, is the opportunity they

have afforded of ftudying human nature in various fitu-

ations both interefiing and uncommon. However fe-

cluded from the reft of mankind any tribe may appear

to be at this time, yet if any traces remain of a quon-
dam acquaintance with any fed: or race, by hiftory or

our own obfervation, there cannot be feen uncultivated

nature. And in this ftate the iflands contiguous to the

continent of Alia feem to be. ' But our enterprifmg

difcoverer hadoccafion to obferve, in the centre of the

Pacific ocean, tribes of fellow creatures hitherto un-

known ; their manners, cuftoms, religion, laws, their

every thing, the produ6lion of nature and necefiity.

What a foil for philofophical enquiry !

On the one hand, our admiration is raifed, in ob-

ferving their fongs, their dances, their games, their

prcceiTions, and on the other, our deteftation in ob-

lerving them feed on human fiefh.

The fchoiar and antiquarian confider it as a valu-

able acquifition to difcover fome relique of Roman
or Grecian workraanfnip ; but hov/ much more is

not curiofity awakened, in oblerving the ingenious in-

ventions of our newly difcovered friends in the Sand-

wich Ifies ? What ruily coile6lion of antiques can vie

with the valuable addition made by Cook to Sir Afh-
ton Lever's repofitory ? And the expence of all his

three voyages does not exceed the expence of digging-

out the buried contents of Herculaneum. In a nation

fo far advanced in refinement as this, the contraft muft

be very ftriking, and to trace the tranfition from bar-

barifm to civility truly pleafmg.
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The philofopher will find a new field of difcuffion

opened for him, in what may be termed the natural

hiftory of the human fpecies. For example, the quef-

tion concerning the exiftence of giants is now deter-

mined ; as upon the joint teftimony of Byron, Wallis,

and Carteret, we are affured that the inhabitants of a

diftricl bordering on the north fide of the ilrait of Ma-
galhaens, confiderably exceed the bulk of mankind in

ftature.

. No fubjeft can be more entertaining than to trace

the various migrations of thofe who firfc peopled the

globe. It was formerly known, that the Afiatic nation,

called the Malayans, traded confiderably in the Indies,

not only on the fide of Afia, but alfo on the African

coaft, particularly to Madagafcar. But Vv^e are indebt-

ed to captain Cook for the information, that the fame
nation, who are alfo called Phcsnicians, vifited, made
fettiements, and founded colonies, at difi^ercnt iilands

and places at vait diftances from one another, and that

extending from the eaft fide of Africa to the weft fide

of America, a fpace, including above half the circum-

ference of the globe j this he demonftrates by the fureft

of all proofs, viz. the affinity of language.

Connefted viixh. this, we Ihall mention a very iir.-

portant benefit refulting from thefe difcoveries, viz.

the efFeftual anfwer we have nov/ to give thofe cavil-

lers againft the Mofaic account of peopling the earth
,

the vicinity of the two continents of Afia and Ame-
rica is fully eflabliflied.

When the recefies of the globe are invelligated in

order to promote general knowlege, and not with a pro-
fpe6t of enlarging private dominion ; when we traverfe

the globe to vifit new tribes of our fellow creatures, as

friends wifiiing to learn their exiftence, for the ex-
prefs purpofe of bringing them within the pale of the

offices of humanity, and to relieve their wants, by
communicating to them our fuperior attainments

;

the voyages projefted by his gracious majefty George
the third, and carried into execution by captain Cook,
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have not, it is prefumed, been entirely ufelefs. Some
rays of light muft have been darted on the Friendly So-
ciety, and Sandwich Iflands, by our repeated inter-^

courfe with them. Their flock of ideas muft natu-

rally be enlarged, and new materials muft have been
furnifhed them for the exercife of their reafon, by the

uncommon objects we exhibited to them.

Convinced, by comparing theiTifelves to their Eng-
lifti vifitors, of their extreme inferiority, they will pro-

bably endeavour to emerge from it, and to rife nearer

to a level with thofe who left behind them, fo many
proofs of their generofity and humanity. The ufeful

animals and vegetables introduced amongft them will

certainly contribute to the comforts and enjoyments of
life.

When Great-Britain was firft vifited by the PhcEni-

cians, the inhabitants, were painted favages, m.uch lefs

civilized than thofe of Tongataboo, or Otaheite ; and

it is not impoffible, but that our late voyages may, in

procefs of time, fpread the blelTings of civilization

amongft the numerous iilanders of the South Pacific

ocean, and be the means of aboliftiing their abominable
rcpafts, and almoft equally abominable facrifices.
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AN ACCOUNT OF

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK:

INCLITDING MANY PARTICULARS NOT MENTIONED IN THE LIFE

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY.

JAMES COOK was born at Marton, in Cleveland^

a village about four miles from Great Ayton, in

the county of York, and was chriftened there, as ap-

pears from the Pariih Regifter, Nov. 3, 1738. His
father, whofe name was likewife James, v^as a day-

labourer to Mr Mewburn, a very refpedable farmer,

and lived in a fmall cottage, the walls chiefly of mud,
as was generally the cafe at that time in the northern

part of the kingdom. In the year 1730, when our

Navigator was about two. years old, his father removed
with his family to Great Ayton, and was employed as

a hind by the late Thomas Scottowe, Efq. having

the charge of a confiderable farm in that neighbour-

hood knov/n by the name of Airyholm.

As the father continued long in that truft, Captain

Cook was employed in affifting him in various kinds

of huibandry fuited to his years, until the age of 13,

At that period he was put under the care ofMr Pullen,

a fchool-mafter who taught at Ayton, where he learn-

ed arithmetic, book-keeping, &c. and is faid to have
lliewn a very early genius for figures. About January

1745, at the age of 17, his father bound him appren-

tice to William Saunderfon for four years, to learn the

grocery and haberdafhery bufinefs, at Snaith, a popu-
lous fifhing-town about ten miles from Whitby; but

after a year and a half's fervitude, having c^ntrafted a

very ftrong propenfity to the fea, (owing probably to

the maritime fituation of the place, and the great num-
ber of lliips almoiL conftantly paffing and repafTmg

within fight, between London, Shields, and Sunder-

VOL. VIII. D
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land), Mr. Saunderfon was willing to indulge him in:

following the bent of his inclinationj and gave up his

indentures. While he continued at Snaith, by Mr.
Saunderfon'^s account, he difcovered much folidity of

judgment, and was remarkably quick in accounts. In

July, 1746, he was bound apprentice to Mr. J, Wal-
ker of Whitby, for the term of three years, which time

he fervcd to his mafter's full fatisfaftion. He firft fail-

ed on board the fliip Freelove, burthen about 450
tons, chiefly employed in the-coal trade from New-
caftle to London. In May, 1748, Mr. Walker order-

ed him home to aflift in rigging and fitting for fea a

line new fhip, named the Three Brothers, about &00
tons burthen. This was defigned as a favour to him,

at it is would greatly contribute to his knowledge in

his bufmefs. In this veffel he failed from Whitby in

the latter end of June. After two coal voyages, the

fhip was taken into the fervice of government, and

fent as a tranfport to Middieburgh to carry fome troops

from thence to Dublin. When thefe were landed, ano-

ther corps was taken on board, and brought over to Li-

verpool. From thence the fhip proceeded to Deptford,

where fhe was paid off in April 1749. The remaining

part of the feafon the veffel was employed in the Nor-
way trade.

In the fpring, 1750, Mr. Cook ffiipped himfelfas

a feaman, on board the Maria, belonging to Mr. John
Wilkifon of Whitby, under the command of captain

Gafkin. In her he continued all the year in the Baltic

trade. Mr, Walker is of opinion he left this ffiip in

the winter,, and failed the following fummer, viz. 1751,

in a veffel belonging to Stockton; but neither the

Ihip's name, nor that of the owner, is now remembered
by Mr. Walker. Early in February, 1752, Mr. Wal-
ker fent for him, and made him mate of one of his

veffels, called the Friendfhip, about 400 tons bur-

then. In this ftation he continued till May or June,

1753, in the coal-trade. At that period Mr. Walker
made him an offer to go commander of that fliip j but
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^e declined it ; he foon after left her at London, and

entered on board his majefty's lliip Eagle, a frigate of

28 or 30 guns, " having a mind," as he expreffed him-

felf to his mailer, " to try his fortune that way." Not
long after, he applied to Mr. Walker for a letter of

recommendation to the captain of the frigate, which
was readily granted. On the receipt of this he got fome
fmall preferment, which he greatfully acknowledged,

and ever remembered. Some time after, the Eagle

failed with another frigate on a cruife, in which they

were very fuccefsfuL After this Mr. Walker heard no

more of Mr. Cook, until Auguft, 1758, when he re-

ceived from him a letter, dated Pembroke, before

Louifburgh, July 30, 1758, in which he gave a dif-

-tin6t account of our fuccefs in that expedition, but does

not fay what ftation he then filled.

He received a commiffion as lieutenant, oji the firft

day of April, ij6o;—and foon after gave a fpecimen

of thofe abilities which recommended him to the com-
mands which he executed fo highly to his credit, that

his name will go down to pofterity as one of the moft
fkilful navigators which this country hath produced.

In the year 1765, he was with Sir William Burnaby
on the Jamaica ftation; and that officer having occafion

to fend difpatches to the governor of Jucatan, relative

to the Logwood-cutters in the Bay of Honduras, lieu-

tenant Cook was fele6ted for that employment ; anci

he performed it in a manner which entitled him to the

approbation of the admiral. A relation ofthis voyage
and journey was publiilied in the year 1769, under the

title of " Remarks on a patTage from the river Balife

in the Bay of Honduras to Merida, the capital of the

province of Jucatan in the Spanilli Weft-Indies, by
lieutenant Cook," in an 8vo pamphlet.

To a perfeft knowledge of all the duties belonging

to a fea-life, Mr. Cook had added a great {]<:ill in af-

tronomy. In the year 1767, the Royal Society re-

folved, that it would be proper to fend perfons into

fome part of the South Seas, to obferve the traniit of
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the planet Venus over the Sun's diflc ; and by a me-
morial delivered to his majeily they recommended the

iflands of Marquefas de Mendoza, or thole of Rotter-

dam or Amfterdam, as the propereft place then known
for making fuch oblervation. To this memorial a fa-

vourable anfwer was returned, and the Endeavour, a

fhip built for the coal-trade, was put into commiffion,

and the command of her given to lieutenant Cook.

But before the veffel was ready to fail, captain Wallis

returned from his voyage, and pointed out Otaheite,

as a place more proper for the thepurpofe of the expe-

dition, than either of thole mentioned by the Royal
Society. This alteration was approved of, and our

navigator was appointed by that learned body, with

Mr. Charles Green, to obferve the tranfit.

On this occafion lieutent Cook was prom.oted to be

captain, and his commiffion bore date the 25th of May,
1768. He immediately hoiited the pendant, and took

command of the fliip, in which he failed down the ri-

ver on the 30th of July. In this voyage he was ac-

companied by Jofeph Banks, Efq. fince Sir Jofeph,

and Dr. Solander. On the 13th of October he arrived

at Rio de Janeiro, and on the 13th of April, 1769,
came to Otaheite, where the tranfit of Venus was ob-

ferved in different parts of the ifland. He ftaid there

until the 13th of July, after which he went in feareh

of feveral iflands, which he difcovcred. He then pro-

ceeded to New-Zealand, and on the loth of Odober
1770, arrived at Batavia, v.'ith a veffel almoll worn
out, and the crew much fatigued, and very fickly.

The repairs of the fhip ©biiged him to continue at this

unhealthy place until the 27th of December, in which

time he loft many of his feamen and paffengers, and

more in the paliage to the Cape ofGood Hope, v/hich

place he reached on the 15th of March, 1771. On
the 14th of April he left the Cape, and the firft of

May anchored at St. Helena, from whence he failed on

the 4th, and came to anchor in the Downs on the 12th

of June, after having been abfent almoft three years.
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and in that time had experienced every danger to which
a voyage of fiich a length is incident, and in which
he had made difcoveries equal to thofe of all the na-

vigators of this country, from the time of Columbus
to the prefent. The narrative of this expedition was
written by Dr. Hawkefworth, which as the fa(5i:s con-

tained in it have not been denied, nor the excellence of

the compofition been difpuied, has certainly been

treated with a degree of leverity, which, when every

thing is confidered, muft excite the aftonifhment of

every reader of ta(te and fenfibiiity-

Soon after captain Cook's return to England, it was
refolved to equip two Ihips to complete the difcovery

of the fouthern licmifpherc. It had long been a pre-

vailing idea, that the unexplored part contained ano-

ther continent, and a * gentleman, whofe enterprifing

fpirit has not met with the encouragement he defcrved,

had been very tirmly perfuaded of its exiilence. To
afccrtain the fa6l was the principal objed: of this ex-

pedition j and that nothing might be omitted that could

tend to facilitate the enterpril'e, two lliips were pro-
vided, furniilied with every neceffary which could pro-
mote the luccefs of the undertaking. The firft of theie

fhips was called the Refolution, undertime command of
captain Cook j the other, the Adventure, commanded
by captain Furneaux. Both of them failed from Dept-
ford on the 9th of April, 1772, and arrived at the Cape
of Good Hope on the 30th of Odober. They de-
parted from thence on the 22d of November, and
from that time until the 17th of January, 1773, con-
tinued endeavouring to difcover the continent, when
they were obliged to rclinquifh the defign, obfervino-

the whole lea covered with ice from the direftion of
fouth-eaft, round by the fouth to weft. They then
proceeded into the South Seas, and made many other
difcoveries, and returned to the Cape of Good Hope
on the 2ift of March, 1774, and from thence to En^--

* Alexander Dalrymple, Efq.
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land, on the 14th of July -, having, during three years

and eighteen days (in which time the voyage was per-

formed) loft but one * man, by ficknefs in captain

Cook's ftiip ; although he had navigated through ali

the climates from 52*^ north to 71*^ fouth, with a com-
pany of one hundred and eighteen men.

The relation of this voyage was given to the public

by captain Cook himfelf, and by Mr. George Forfter, fon

of Dr. Forfter, who had been appoin|ted by govern-

ment to accompany him, for the purpofe of making
obfervations on fuch natural produ6lions as might be

found in the courfe of the navigation. That publiftied

by captain Cook has generally been afcribed to a gen-

tleman of great eminence in the literary world; but if

the teftimony of one j- who was on board the fhip, and

who made an extrad; from the journal in its rude'un-

correfted ftate may be relied on, there feems no reafon

to afcribe the merit of the work to any other perfon

than he whofe n^ame it goes unden
The want of fucccfs which attended captain Cook's

attempt to difcover a fouthern continent, did not dif-

courage another plan being refolved on, which had
been recommended fome time before. This was no
other than the finding out a north-weft paiTage, which
the fancy of fome chimerical projeftors had conceived

to be a prafticable fcheme. The dangers which our na-

vigator had twice braved and efcaped from, would
have exempted him from being folicited a third time

to venture his perfon in unknown countries, amongft

defert iftands, inhofpitable climates, and in the midft

of favages ; but, on his opinion being aflved concern-

ing the perfon who vv^ould be the moft proper to exe-

cute this defign, he once more relinquifhed the quiets

* This was a confumption terminating in a dropfy, Mr. Pattern,

furgeon of the Refolution, obferved that this man began fo early to

complain cf a cough, and other consumptive fymptoms, which had

never left him, and his lungs, mull: have been affefted before he

came on board.

f Mr, Holges.
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and comforts of domeftic life, to engage in fcenes of
turbulence and confufion, of difficulty and danger. His
intrepid fpirit and inquifitive mind induced him again

to offer his fervices -, and they were accepted without

helitation. The manner in which he had deported
himfelf on former occafions, left no room to fuppofe a
fitter man could be felefted. He prepared for his de-
parture with the utmoft alacrity, and aftually failed in

the month of July, 1776.
A few months after his departure from England,

notwithftanding he was then abient, the Royal Society
voted him Sir Godfrey Copley's gold-medal, as a re-

ward for the account which he had tranfmitted to that

body, of the method taken to preferve the health of
the crew of his iliip ; and Sir John Pringle, in an oration

pronounced on the 30th of November, obferved " how-
meritorious that perfon mull appear who had not only
made the moll extenfive but the moil inllruftive voy-
ages ; who had not only difcovered, but furveyed vail

trails of new coails -, who had difpelled the illufion of
a terra auftralis incognita ; and fixed the bounds of the
habitable earth, as well as thofe of the navigable ocean
in the fouthern hemifphere ; but that, however ample
a field for praife thefe circumflances would afford,' it

was a nobler motive that had prompted the fociety to
notice Captain Cook in the honourable manner which
had occafioned his then addrefs." After defcantino-

on the means ufed on the voyage to preferve the lives

of the failors, he concluded his difcourfe in thefe
terms :

" Allow me then, gentlemen, to deliver this

medal, with his unperilhing name engraven upon it,

into the hands of one who will be happy to receive that
trufl, and to hear that this refpedable body never more
cordially, nor more meritorioully bellowed that faith-

ful fymbol of their efleem and affedlion. For if Rome
decreed the civic crotvn to him who laved the life of a
fingle citizen, what wreaths are due to that man, who,
having himfelf faved many, perpetuates in your tranf-

aftions the means by which Britain may now, on the
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mofldiftant voyages, fave numbers ofher intrepid fons,

her mariners ; who, braving every danger, have fo liber-

ally contributed to the fame, to the opulence, and to

the maritime empire of their country ?"

It will give pain to every fenfible mind to refleft,

that this honourable teftimony to the merit of our gal-

lant commander never came to his knowledge. While
his friends were waiting with the moftearneft folicirude

for tidings concerning him, and the whole nation ex-

prefied an anxious impatience to be informed of his fuc-

cefs, advice was received from captain Gierke*, in a

letter dated at Kamtfchatka, the 8th day of June, 1779^
advifing, that captain Cook was killed on the 14th of

February, 1779.
Captain Cook was a married man, and left feveral

children behind him. On each of thcfe his majefty

has fettled a penfion of 25I. per annum, and 200I. per

annum on his widow. It is remarkable, if true as re-

ported, that captain Cook was god-father to his wife

;

and at the very time fhe was chriftened declared that

he had detetmined on the union which afterwards took

place betv/een them.

* Gierke went midfhipman with captain Cook in his firfl: voyage,

and was appointed by him a lieutenant on the death of Mr. Hicks,

who died about three weeks before the flap arrived in England.
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TO THE MEMORY OF -i

CAPTAIN JAME5 COOK,

The ableil and moft renowned navigator Great Britain has ever

produced.

He raifed himfeif^ folcly by his merit, from a very

obfcure birth, to the rank of Poft Captain in the royal

navy, and was unfortunately, killed by the Savages of

the Ifland Owhyhee, on the 14th of February 1779;
which liland, he had not long before difcovered, when
profecuting his third voyage round the globe.

HepoffeiTed, in an eminent degree, all the qualifica-

tions requifite for his profeffion and great undertakings ;

together with the amiable and worthy qualities of the

beft men*
Cool and deliberate in judging : fagacious in deter-

mining: aftive in executing : fte^idy and perfevering, in

enterprifmg from vigilance and unremitting caution

:

unfubfided by labour, difficulties, and difappointraents :

fertile in expedients *. never wanting prefence of mind :

always poffeffing himfelf, and the full ufe of a found un-
derflianding.

Mild, juft, but exact in difcipline : he was a father

to his people, who were attached to him from affe6lion,

and obedient from confidence.

His knowlege, his experience, his fagacity, render-

ed him fo entirely mafterof his fubjeft, that the greateil

obflacles were furmounted, and the moft dangerous
navigations became eafy, and almoft fafe, under his

direfcion.

He explored the fouthern hemifphere to a much
higher latitude than had ever been reached, and with
fev/er accidents than frequently befal thofe who navigate

the coaft of this ifland.

VOL. viii. E



34 TO THE MEMORY OF,

By his benevolent and unabating attention to the

welfare of his fiiip's company, he difcovered and in-

troduced a fyftem for the prefervation of the health of

feamen in long voyages, which has proved wonderful-

ly efficacious : for in his fecond voyage round the

world, which continued upwards of three years, he loft

only one man by diftemper, of one hundred and eigh-

teen, of which his company confifted.

The death of this eminent and valuable man v/as a

iofs to mankind in general; and particularly to be de-

plored by every nation that refpe6ts ufeful accomplifh-

ments, that honours fcience, and loves the benevolent

and c.miable affeftions of the heart. It is ftift more to

be deplored by this country, which may juflly boaft

of having produced a man hitherto unequalled for

nautical talents ; and that forrow is further aggravated

by the refle6tion, that his country was deprived of this

ornament by the enmity of a people, from whom, in-

deed, it might have been dreaded, but from whom it

was not deferved. For, aftuated always by the moft

attentive care and tender compaffion for the favages in

general, this excellent man was ever afiiduoufly endea-

vouring, by kind treatment, to diffipate their fears,

and court their friendfhip -, overlooking their thefts and

treacheries, and frequently interpofmg, at the hazard

of his life, to proteft them from the fudden refentment

of his own injured people.

The objeft of his laft miiTion v/as to difcover and

afcertain the boundaries of Afia and America, and to

penetrate into the nothern ocean by the north eaft cape

of Afia.

Traveller! contemplate, admire, revere, and emulate

this great mafizer in his profeffion ; whofe fkili and la-

bours have enlarged natural philofophy; have extend-

ed nautical fcience ; and have difclofed the long con-

cealed and admirable arrangements of the Almighty in

the formation of this globe, and, at the fame time,

the arrogance of mortals, in perlliming to account, by

their fpeculations, for the laws by which he was pleaf-
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ed to create it. It is now difcovered beyond all doubt,

that the fame Great being who created the iiniverfe by
hhj^afj by the fame ordained our earth to keep a jutl

poife, without a correfponding fouthern continent

—

and it does fo !
' He ftretches out the north over the

empty place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing.'

Job xxvi. 7.

If the arduous but exaft refe arches of this extraor-

dinary man have not difcovered a new world, they have
difcovered feas, unnavigated and unknown before.

They have made us acquainted with iflands, people,

and produdions, of which we had no conception. And
if he had not been fo fortunate as Americus to give
his name to a continent, his pretenfions to fuch a

diflindlion remain unrivalled ; and he will be re-

vered, while there remains a page of his own modeft
account of his voyages, and as long as mariners and
geographers Ihall be inflruded, by his new map ofthe
fouthern hemifphere, to trace the various courfes and
difcoveries he has made.

If public fervices merit public acknowledgements

;

if the man who adorned and raifed the fame of his

country is deferving of honours, then captain Cook
deferves to have a monument raifed to his memory, by
a generous and grateful nation.

Virtutis uberrimum alimentum eft honos.

Val, Maximus, Lib. 2. Cap. 6.
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CHAP. I.

Tranfaftions from the beginning of the voyage till our departure

from New Zealand,

'N the loth of Februaryj 1776, captain Cook
went on board his majefty's Hoop the Refolution,

having received a commiffion to command her the

preceding day. The Difcovery of three hundred tons,

was, at the fame time, prepared for the fervice, and

captain Gierke appointed to the command of her. It

may be neceffary to obferve, that captain Gierke had

been captain Cook's fecond lieutenant on board the

Refoiution, in his fecond voyage round the v/orld.

Both fhips being abundantly fupplied with every

thing requifite for a voyage of fuch duration, we failed

on the 29th of May, and arrived the next day at Long
Reach, where our powder and fliot, and other ord-

nance llores were received.

On the 8th of June, while v/e lay in Long Reach,

we had the fatisfadlion of a vifit from the earl of

Sandv/ich, fir Hugh Pallifer, and others of the board

of admiralty, to examine whether every thing had been

completed puriuant to their orders, and to the conve-

nience of thofe who v/ere to embark.
On the loth v/e took on board a bull, two cows with

their calves, and fome flieep 3 with hay and corn for
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their fupport. We were alfo fiirniilied with a fufEcient

quantity of our valuable European garden feeds, which

might add frefn fupplies of food to the vegetable pro-

dudions of our newly difcovered iflands.

Both the ihips, by order of the board of admiralty,

were amply fuppiied with an extenfive afforrment of

iron tools and trinkets^ to facilitate a friendly com-
merce and intercourfe with the inhabitants of fuch new
countries as we might difcover. With refpeft to our

own wants, nothing was refufed us that might be con-

ducive to health, comfort, or convenience.

We received on board, the next day, variety of

afironomical and nautical inftruments, which the board

of longitude intrufted to captain Cook and Mr.
King, his fecond lieutenant -, they having engaged

to fupply the place of a profeffed obfcrvator. The
board, iikewife, put into their poffeffion the time-

keeper, which captain Cook had carried out in his

lafb voyage, and v/hich had performed io well. An-
other time-keeper, and the fame affortment of aftro-

nomicai and other inftruments, w^re put on board the

Difcovery, for the ufe of Pvlr. William Bailey, a dili-

gent and i]<;ilful obfervator, who was engaged to em-
bark wdth captain Clerke.

Mr. Anderfon, furgeon to captain Cook, added to

his profeffional abilities a great proficiency in natural

hiftory.

Though feveral young men, among the fea-ofHcers,

were capable of being employed in conftru6ting charts,

drawing plans, and taking views of the coafts and
head-lands, Mr. Webber was engaged to embark with

captain Cook, for the purpofe of fuppiying defedis of
written accounts, by taking accurate and mafterly

drawings of the moft memorable fcenes of our tran-

faifiions.

The neceifary preparations being completed, can-
tain Cook received oiders to proceed to Plymouth,
and to take the Difcovery under his command. In
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confequence of which, he ordered captain Gierke to

carry his lliip aifo round to Plymouth.

The Refolution, with the Difcovery in company,
failed from Long Reach on the 15th of June, and an-

chored at the Nore the fame evening. The Difcovery

proceeded the next day in obedience to captain Cook's
orders, and the Refolution remained at the Nore, till

captain Cook, who was then in London, fhould join

her.

It being our intention to touch at Otaheite and the

Society Iflands, it had been determined to carry Omai
back to his native country : accordingly captain Cook
and he fet out from London early on the 24th.

Though Omai left London with fome degree of re-

gret, when he refle6led upon the favours and indulgen-

cies he had received, yet, when mention was made of

his own iflands, his eyes fparkled wich joy. He en-

tertained the higheft ideas of this country and its inha-

bitants ; but the pleafmg profpe6l of returning home,
loaded with what would be deemed invaluable treafures

tliere, and of obtaining a diftinguifhed fuperiority

among his countrymen, operated io far as to fupprel's

every uneafy fenfation ; and when he got on board the

ihip, he appeared to be quite happy.

Omai was furnilhed, by his majefly, with quanti-

ties of every article that were fuppofed to be in efti-

mation at Otaheite. Every method had, indeed been

employed, during his abode in England, and at his

departure, to make him the inftrument of conveying

to his countrymen, an exalted opinion of Britifh great-

nefe and generofity.

About noon on the 25th we weighed anchor, and

made fail for the Downs, where captain Cook received

two boats on board, which had been built for him at

Deal.

On the 30th at three o'clock in the afternoon, we

anchored at Plymouth found. The Difcovery had ar-

rived there three days before.
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On the 8th ofJuly, captain Cook received his inftruc-

tions for the voyage, and an order to proceed to the Cape
ofGood Hope, with the Refolution -, with directions al-

fo to leave an order for captain Clerke to follow him,

as foon as he Ihould join his fhip, he being at that time

in London.
The officers and men on board the Refolution (in-

cluding marines) were one hundred and twelve, and

thofe on board the Difcovery were eighty.

In the morning of the i ith, captain Cook delivered

into the hands of captain Burney, firilr lieutenant of the

Difcovery, captain Clerke's failing orders ; a copy of

which he alfo left with the commanding officer of his

majefty's fhips at Plymouth, to be delivered to the

captain on his arrival. In the afternoon we weigh-

ed with the ebb, and got beyond all the ffiipping in

the found, where we were detained moll of the fol-

lowing day. At eight o'clock in the evening we
weighed again, and flood out of the found, with a

gentle breeze at north-well by weft.

Soon after we came out of Plymouth found, the

wind came more wefterly and blew freffi, which obliged

us to ply down the channel -, and we were not off tht-

lizard till the 14th at eight in the evening. On the

afternoon of the 24th, we paffed Cape Finifterre, with

a fine gale at north-north-eaft.

Captain Cook determined to touch at Teneriffe, to

get a fupply of hay and corn for the fubfiftence of his

animals on board, as well as the ufual refrefhments for

ourfelves ; and at day-light, on the firft of Auguft, we
failed round the eaft point of that ifland, and anchor-

ed on the fouth fide, in the road of Santa Cruz, about

eight o'clock, in twenty-three fathoms water.

Immediately after we had anchored, we received a

vifit from the mailer of the port, who afked the ihip's

name. Upon his retiring, captain Cook fent an of-

ficer afhore, to prefent his refpefts to the governor,

and aflc his permifTion to take in water, and to pur-

chafe fuch articles as were thought neccfiary. The
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governor very politely complied with captain Cook's
requeft, and fcnt an officer on board to compliment
him on his arrival. In the afternoon, captain Cook
waited upon him, accompanied by fome of his of-

ficers, and, before he returned to the fhip, befpoke
fome corn and fliraw, ordered a quantity of wine, and
made an agreement for a fupply of water.

The water to fupply the fhipping, and for the ufc

of the inhabitants of Santa Cruz, is derived from a

rivulet that runs from the hills, v^'hicli is conveyed
into the town in wooden troughs. As thefe troughs

v/ere at this time repairing, frelh water was extremely

Icarce.

From the appearance of the country about Santa

Cruz, it might naturally be concluded that Teneriffe

is a barren Ipot : we v/ere convinced, however, from
the ample fupplies we received, that it not only pro-

duced fufficient to fupply its own inhabitants, but alfo

enough to fpare for vifitors.

Teneriife is certainly a more eligible place than

Madeira for fhips to touch at> which are bound on
long voyages ; but the wine of the latter is infinitely

fuperior to that of the former.

Behind the town of Santa Cruz, the country rifes

gradually to a moderate height ; afterwards it continues

to rife fouth weflward towards the celebrated pic of

Teneriffe.

The ifland, eaftward of Santa Cruz, appears per-

fectly barren. Ridges of high hills run towards the

fea, between which are deep valleys terminating at

mountains that run acrofs and are higher than the

former.

On the ift of Augufc, in the afternoon, Mr Ander-

fon (captain Cook's furgeon) v/ent on fhore to one of

thefe valleys-, intending to reach the top of the re-

moter hills, but time v.'ould not p.ermit him to get

farther than their foot. The lower hills produce great-

quantities of the eiiphorhiii canarknfis.
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Santa Cruz, though not large, is a well-built city.

Their churches have not a magnificent appearance

without, but they are decent and tolerably handfome
within.

Almoft facing the flone pier, which runs into the

fca from the town, is a marble column lately ereded,

enriched with human figures which refledl honour to

the flatuary.

On the 2d of Auguft, in the afternoon, Mr. Ander-
fon, and three others, hired mules to ride to the city

of Laguna, about the diftance of four miles from
Santa Cruz. They arrived there between five and

fix in the evening ; but the light of it did not reward

them for their trouble, as the roads were very bad,

and their cattle but indifferent. Though the place is

extenfive, it hardly deferves fo be dignified with the

name of a city. There are fome good houfes, but the

difpofition of the ftreets are very irregular. Laguna is

larger than Santa Cruz, but much inferior to it in ap-

pearance.

The laborious work in this ifland is chiefly per-

formed by mules, horfes being fcarce, and referved

for the ufe of the officers. Oxen are alfo much em-
ployed here. Some hawks and parrots were feen,

which were natives of the ifland ; as alfo the fea-

fwailow, fea-guUs, partridges, fwallows, canary-birds,

and blackbirds. There are alfo lizards, locufts, and
three or four forts of dragon flies.

The air and climate are remarkably healthful, and
particularly adapted to afibrd relief in phthifical com-
plaints. By refiding at difli^erent heights in the ifland,

it is in the power of any one to procure fuch a tem-
perature of air as may be beft fuited to his confti-

tution. He may continue where it is mild and falu-

brious, or he may afcend till the cold becomes into-

lerable. No perfon, it it laid, can live comfortably

within a mile of the perpendicular height of the pic

after the month of Augufl.

VOL. VILI. F
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Smoke continually iffues from near the top of the

pic, but they have had no earthquake or eruptions fmce

1704, when the port of Garrachica was deftroyed, be-

ing tilled up by the rivers of burning lava that flowed

into it ; and houfes are now built where Ihips formerly

lay at anchor.

The trade of Teneriffe is very confiderable, forty

thoufand pipes of wine being annually, made there -,

which is confumed in the iiland, or made into brandy,

and fent to the Spanifn Weil-Indies, Indeed, the wine

is the only confiderable article of the foreign com-
merce of TenerifFe, unlefs we reckon the large ouan-

tities of filtering ilones brought from Grand Canary.

The race of inhabitants found here when the Spani-

ards difcovered the Canaries are no longer a diflinft

people, having intermarried with the Spanifn fettlers;

their defcendants, however, may be known, from their

being remarkably tall, ftrong and large boned. The
men are tawny, and the women are pale. The inhabi-

tants, in general, ofTeneriHe, are decent, grave, and
civil J retaining that folemn caft which diitinguifhes

thofe of their country or of others. Though we are not

of opinion that our manners are fimilar to thofe of the

Spaniards, yet Omai declared, he did not think there

was much difference. He faid, indeed, that they did

not appear to be {o friendly as the Englifh, and that

their perfons nearly refembled thofe ofhis countrymen.

Plaving got our water and other articles on board,

vv'e weighed anchor on the 4th of Augufl, quitted Te-
neriffe, and proceeded on our voyage.

On the loth, at nine o'clock in the evening, we fav/

the ifland of Bonavifta bearing fouth, diftant about a

league, though we then thought ourfelves mmch far-

ther off, but it foon" appeared that we were mjftaken;

for, after hauling to the eaflv/ard, to clear the funken

rocks that lie near the fouth eafl point of the ifland,

we found ourfelves clofe upon them, and barely wea-
thered the breakers. Our fituacion was for fome mi-
nutes fo very alarming, that captain Cook did no chufe;
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to found, as that might have increafed the dano-cr,

without any poffibility of leffening it.

Having cleared the rock, we lleered between Bo-

navifta and the ifland of Mayo, intending to look into

Porta Praya for the Difcovery, as captain Cook had

told captain Gierke that he fhould touch there.

On Monday the 12th, the iOe of Mayo bore fouth-

fouth-eaft, diftant four or five leagues. We founded,

and found ground at fixty fathoms. At the diftance of

three or four miles from this ifland, we faw.not the leaft

appearance of vegetation; nothing prefented itfelf to

our viev/, but that lifelefs brown, fo common in un-

wooded countries under the torrid zone.

On the 13th, we arrived before Port Praya, in the

ifland of St. Jago ; but the Difcovery not being there,

we did not go in, but fbood to the fouthward. Be-
tween the latitude of 12*^ and of70° north, the weather

was very gloomy, and frequently rainy : infomuch,

that we were enabled to fave as much water as filled,

the greateft part of our empty cafks.

Our fliip, at this time, was very leaky in all her up-

per works. The fultry weather had opened her feams

fo wide, that the rain-water paffed through as it fell.

The officers in the gun room were driven from their

cabins by the water that came through the fides, and

hardly a man could lie dry in his bed. The caulkers were

employed to repair thefe defefts, as foon as we got into

fair fettled weather; but captain Cook would not truft

them over the fides while we were at fea.

On the ift of September v.'e crofTed the equator, in

the longitude of 27° 38' v/eft, and palled the after-

noon in performing fhe old ceremony of ducking thofe

Vv?ho had not crofTed the equator before- On the 8th

we were a little to the fouthward of Cape St. Auguf-
tine. A¥e proceeded on our voyage, without any re-

markable occurrence, till the 8th of October.

In the evening of the 8th a bird, which tlie failors

call a noddy, fettled on our rigging, and was taken.

It v/as larger than a common Englifh black-bird, and
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nearly of the fame colour, except the upper part of the

headj which was white : it was web-footed, had black

legs and a long black bill.

On the 17th we faw the Cape of Good Hope, and,

on the 1 8th anchored in Table-bay, in four fathoms

water. After receiving the ufual vifit from the Mafter-

attendant and the Surgeon, Captain Cook fent an

officer to Baron Plettenberg, the Governor, and faiuted

the garrifon with thirteen guns, and was complimented
in return with the fame number.

After having faiuted. Captain Cook went on fhore

accompanied by fome of his officers, and waited on the

Governor, the Lieutenant governor, the Fifcal, and

the Commander of the troops. Thefe gentlemen re-

ceived Captain Cook with the greateft civility; and the

Governor, in particular, voluntarily promifed him
every affiftance that the place afforded. Before Captain

Cook returned on board, he ordered frefh meat, greens,

&c. to be provided every day for the fhip's company.

On the 22d we fixed our tents and oblervatory^ the

next day we began to obferve equal altitude of the fun,

in order to difcover whether the watch had altered its

rate. The caulkers were fet to work to caulk the fhip :

and Captain Cook had concerted meafures for fupplying

both fhips with fuch provifions as were wanted; and,

as the feveral articles for the Refolution were got ready,

they were immediately conveyed on board.

On the loth of November the Difcovery arrived in

the bay. She failed from Plymouth on the ift of Au-
gufc, and would have been with us a v/eek fooner had

not a gale of wind blown her off the coaft. Captain

Gierke on his paffage from England loft one of his ma-
rines by faUing over board. No other accident hap-

pened among his people, and they arrived in perfedl

health.

The next day, the Difcovery wanting caulking,

Captain Cook fent all his workmen on board her, and

lent every other affiftance to the Captain to expedite

his fupply of provifions and water. '
-
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While the fliips were preparing for the profecution

of our voyage, Mr. Anderfon, and fome of our officers,

made an excmTion, to take a furvey of the neighbour-

ing country. Mr. Anderfon relates their proceedings

to the following efreft

:

In the forenoon of Saturday, the i6th ofNovember,
he and five others fet out in a waggon to take a view
of the country. They crolTed the large plain to the eaft-

ward of the town, which is entirely a white fand. At five

in the afternoon they palfed a large farm- houfe, fome
corn-fields and vineyards, fituated beyond the plain,

where the foil appeared worth cultivating. At feven

they arrived at Stellenbofh, a colony in point of im-
portance next to that of the Cape.

The village ftands at the foot of the range of lofty

mountains, about twenty miles to the eaitward of Cape
Town, and confifcs of about thirty houfes, which are

neat and clean : a rivulet, and the Ihelter of fome large

oaks planted at its firft fettling, form a rural profped:

in this defert country. There are fome thriving vine-

yards and orchards about the place, which feem to in-

dicate an excellent foil.

At this fealbn of the year Mr. Anderfon could find

but few plants in flower, and infcfts were very fcaice.

He and his companions left Stellenbolli the next
morning, and foon arrived at the houfe they had paifed

on Saturday; Mr. Cloeder, the owner of which, hav-
ing fentthem an invitation to vifit him, they were en-

tertained by that gentleman with great politenefs and
hofpitality. They were received vvith a band of
mufic, which continued playing while they were at

dinner, which in that fituation might be reckoned ele-

gant.

In the evening they arrived at a farm-houfe, which
is faid to be the firft in the cultivated traifl called the

Pearl. Here they had a view of Drakenflein, tlie

third colony of this country, which contains feveral

little farms or plantations.
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Plants and infefts were as fcarce here as at Stellen-

bofh ; but there was a greater plenty of flirubs, or fmall

trees, naturally produced, than they had before icGn.

in the country.

On Tuefday the 1 9th, in the afternoon, they went
to fee a remarkable large ftone, called by the inhabi-

tants, the Tower of Babylon, or the Pearl Diamond.
It ftands upon the top of fome low hills, and is of an

oblong fhape, rounded on the top, and lying nearly

fouth and north. The eaft and weft fides are nearly

perpendicular. The fouth end is not equally fteep,

but its greatefl: height is there ; whence it declines

gently to the north part, by which they afcended, and
had a very extenfive profpe6b of the whole country.

The circumference of this ftone is about half a mile,

as they were half an hour walking round it, including

allowances for flopping and a bad road. Its height

leems to equal the dome of St. Paul's church, except

fome few figures, it is one uninterrupted mafs of ftone.

On the 20th, in the morning, they fet out from the

Pearlj and, going a different road, paffed through an

uncultivated country to the Tyger hills, where they

beheld fome tolerable corn-fields. About poon they

ftopped in a valley for refreftiments, where they were
plagued with a vaft number of mufquitoes, and in the

evening arrived at the Cape Town.
Captain Cook got his fheep and other cattle on

board as foon as polTible. He alfo increafed his ftock

by purchafing two bulls, tv/o heifers, two ftone horfes,

£v/o mares, two rams, fome ewes and goats, fome
poultry, and fome rabbits.

Both ftiips being fupplied with provifions and water

fufficient for two years and upwards, and every other

neceiTary article, and captain Cook having given

captain Cierke, a copy of his inftruelions, we repaired

on board in the morning of the 30th. At three o'clock

the next morning, we weighed and put to fea with a

light breeze at fouth, but did not get clear of land till

the 3d of December in the morning.
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On the evening of the 6th, being then in the latitude
j

of 39*^ 14' fouth, and in the longitude of 23" 56'eaft,
,|

we obferved feveral fpots of water of a reddifh hue.

Upon examining fome of this water that was taken
]

up, we perceived a number of fmall animals, which
i

the microfcope difcovered to refemble cray-fiih. • !

We continued to the fouth-eaft, followed by a ]

mountainous fea, which occafioned the (hip to roll ex-

ceedingly, and rendered our cattle troublefome. Se-

veral goats, efpecially the males, died, and fome fheep.
\

We now began to feel the cold in a very fenfible
]

degree. i

On Thurfday the 12th at noon, we difcovered two i

iflands. That which lies moft to the fouth appeared
j

to be about fifteen leagues in circuity and the mod ,j

northerly one, about nine leagues in circuit. '

We palled at equal diftance from both iflands, and
^

could not difcover either tree or fhrub on either of i

them. They feemed to have a rocky fhore, and ex-
|

cepting the fouth-eaft parts, a ridge of barren moun- j

tains, whofe fides and fummits were covered with fnow. •;

Captain Cook named thefe two iflands Prince Edward's ':

iflands. 1

We had now, in general, flrong gales, and very I

indifferent weather. After leaving Prince Edward's
]

iflands, we fhaped our courfe to pafs to the fouthward ''

of the four others, to get into the latitude of the land

difcovered by Monfieur de Kerguelen.
;

Captain Cook had received infrruftions to examine ^

this ifland, and endeavour to difcover a good harbour.
;

The weather was nov/ very foggy, and as we hourly I

expelled to fall in with the land, our navigation was i

both dangerous and tedious.
j

On the 24th, the fog clearing away a little, we favv ^

land, which we afcerward's found to be an ifland of
confrderable height, and about three leagues in cir-

cuit. We fbon after difcovered another of equal mag-
\

nitude, about one league to the eaftward ; and be-
|

tvveen thele two fome Imaller ones. In this fdireftion
'
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of fouth hj eafl another high iOand was feen. We
did but juit weather the ifland lail mentioned ; it was a

high round rock, named Bligh's Cap. The weather

beginning to clear up about eleven. We tacked, and
ftcered in for the land. At noon we were enabled to

determine the latitude of Bligh's Cap to be 48° 29
fouch, and its longitude 68*^ 40. We paffed it at three

o'clock, with a frefh gale at weft. Prefently after we
clearly faw the land, and at four o'clock it extended

from Ibuth-eail to fouth-weft by fouth, diftant about

four miles.

Having got off the Cape we obferved the coaft to

the fouthward much indented by points and bays, and
therefore fully expected to find a good harbour. We
foon difcovered one, into which we began to ply;

but it prefently fell calm, and we anchored in forty-

five fathoms v/ater , the Difcovery alfo anchored there

foon after. Mr. Bligh, the mafter, was ordered to

found the harbour, who reported it to be fafe and com-
modious.

Early in the morning of the 25th we weighed, and
having wrought into the harbour, we anchored in

eight fathoms water. The Difcovery got in at two
o'clock in the afternoon, when captain Clerke in-

formed us, that he had with difficulty efcaped being

driven on the fouth point of the harbour, his anchor
having ilarted before he could fhorten in the cable.

Immediately after we had anchored, captain Cook
ordered all the boats to be hoifled out, and the empty
water-caflcs to be got ready. In the mean time he
landed, to fearch for a convenient fpot where they

might be filled, and to obferve what the place af-

forded.

Fie found vaft quantities of penguins, and other

birds, and leals on the lliore. The latter were nu-

merous, but {(j infenffble of fear, that we killed as

many as we chofc, and made ufe of their fat and blub-

ber to make oil for our lamps and other purpofes.

FreOi water was exceedingly plentiful, but not a fmglc
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tree or fhrub was to be difcovered, and but little herb-

age of any kind.

Before captain Cook returned to his fhip, he af-

cended a ridge of rocks, rifing one above anodier, cx-

pefling by that means to obtain a view of the coun-

try J but before he had reached the top, fo thick a fog

came on, that it was with difficulty he could find his

way down again. Towards the evening we hauled

the feine at the head of the harbour, but caught no
more than half a dozen fmall lifli -, nor had we any

better fuccefs the next day, when we tried with hook
and line. Our only refource, therefore, for frefh pro-

viiions, was birds, v/hich were innumerable.

Though it was both foggy and rainy on Thurfday
the 26th, we began to fill water, and to cut grafs for

our cattle, which we found near the head of the har-

bour. The rivulets were fwelled to fuch a degree by
the rain that fell, that the fides of the hills bounding
the harbour, appeared to be covered with a fheet of
water.

The people having laboured hard for two fuccelTive

days, and nearly completed our water, captain Cook
allowed them the 27th of December as a day of reft,

to celebrate Chriftmas. In confequence of which,

many of them went on fhore, and made excurfions

into the country, v/hich they found defolate and bar-

ren in the extreme. In the evening one them pre-

fented a quart bottle to captain Cook, which he had
found on the north-fide of the harbour, fattened with

fome wire to a proje61;ing rock. This bottle con-

tained a piece of parchment, with the following in-

fcription

:

Ludovico XV. Galliarum

rege, et d^- de Boynes

regi a Secretis ad res

maritimas annis i"]']i et

1773

* The d \s prob.iblv a contraftion of the word domim,

VOL. VI 1 1. G
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It is evident from this infcription, that we were not

the firft Europeans who had vifited this harbour : and

as a memorial of our having been in this harbour cap-

tain Cook wrote on the other fide of the parchment

Naves Refolution

et Dijcovery^

de Rege Magn^ Britanni^y

Decembris 1776.

He then put it again into the bottle, accompanied

with a filver two-penny piece of 1772, covered the

mouth of the bottle with a leaden cap, and placed it

the next m.orning in a pile of fcones erefted for that

purpofe on an eminence, near the place where it was

firft found. Here captain Cook difplayed the Britifn

flag, and named the place Chriftmas Harbour^ it being

on that feftival we arrived in it.

In the afternoon, captain Cook, accompanied by
Mr. King, his fecond lieutenant, went upon Cape

Francois ; expelling from this elevation to have had

a view of the fea-coaft and the iilands lying off it : but

they found every diftant objeft below them hid in a

thick fog. ~ The land even with them, or of a greater

height was vilible enough, and appeared exceedingly

naked and defolate, except fome hills to the fouthward

which were covered with fnow.

On the 29th of December we failed out of Chrift-

mas Harbour, with a fine breeze and clear weather.

This was unexpefted, as, for fome time paft, fogs had

prevailed miore or le is every day. Though we kept

the lead conftantly going, v/e feldom ftruck ground

with a line of fixty fathoms.

We were off a promontory, which captain Cook
called Cape Cumberland, about feven or eight o'clock.

It lies about a league and an half from the fouth point

of Chriftmas Flarbour -, between them is a good bay.

Off Cape Cum.berland is a fmall ifland, on the fum-

mit of v/hich is a rock refembling a fentry-box,

which n:ime was given to the ifland on that account.

A Efroui) of fiijall iilands and rocks lies tv/o miles far-
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ther to the eaftward : we failed between thefe and
Sentry-box ifiandj the breadth of the channel being

full a mile. We found no bottom with forty fathoms

of line.

After paffing through the channel, we faw a bay on
the fouth fide of Cape Cumberlandj running in three

leagues to the weftward. Captain Cook named this

promontory Point Pringle. The bottom of this bay
we called Cumberland Bay.

The coaft is formed into a fifth bay, to the fouth-

ward of Point Pringle. In this bay, which obtained

the name of White Bay, are feveral leiTer bays or

coves, which appeared to be fheltered from all v/inds.

Off the fouth point, feveral rocks raife their heads

above v/ar.er, and probably there are many others that

do not.

The land which firft opened off Cape Francois, in

the direftion of fouth ^^^ ^^^^> "^^^ had kept on our

larboard bov/, thinking it v/as an ifland, and that we
fhould difcover a paflage between that and the main ;

but we found it to be a peninfula, joined to the reft

of the coaft by a low ifthmus. The bay formed by this

peninfula, captain Cook named Rcpulfe Bay. The
northern point of the peninfula was named Howe's
Foreland, in honour of Lord Howe.

Drawing near it, we obferved fome rocks and

breakers not far from the north-weft part, and two
iflands to the eaftward of it, which at firft appeared

as one. We fteered between them and the foreland,

and were in the middle of the channel by twelve o'cloclc.

The land of this foreland or peninfula is ot a tolerable

height, and of a hilly and rocky fubftance. The coaft

is low, and almoft covered with fea-birds.

Having cleared the rocks and iQands before men-
tioned, we perceived the whole fea before us to be

cheq-uered with large beds ot rock-weed, which was
faft to the bottom. There is often found a great deptii

of water upon fuch flioals, and rocks have as often

raifed their heads almoft to the furface or the water.
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It is always dangerous to fail over them, efpecially when
there is no lurgc of the fea to difcover the danger. We
endeavored to avoid the rocks by fteering through the

winding channels by which they were feparared. Though
the lead was continually going, we never ftruck ground
with a line of fixty fathoms : this increafed the danger,

as we could not anchor, hov/ever urgent the neceffity

might be. At length we clifcovered a lurking rock, in

the middle of one of thefe beds of weeds, and even with

the furface of the fea. This was fumciently alarming

to make us take every precaution to avoid danger.

We v/ere now about eight miles to the fouthward of

Howe's Foreland, acrofs the mouth of a large bay. In

this bay are feveral rocks, low iflands, and beds of fea

weed ; but there appeared to be winding channels be-

tween them. We were fo much embarraffed with thefe

fhoals, that we hauled off to the eaftward, in hopes of

extricating ourfelves from our difficulties -, but this

plunged us into-greater, ami we found it abfolutely ne-

ceffary to fecure the iTiips if pofiible, before night, ef-

pecially as the weather was hazy, and a fog was appre-

hended.

Seeing fome inlets to the fouth-weil, captain Cook
ordered captain Gierke (the Difcovery drawing lefs

water than the Reiblution) to lead in for the fhore,

which v^as immediately attempted : after running over

the edges of feveral fhoals, on which was found from

ten to twenty fathoms water, captain Gierke made the

fignal for having difcovered an harbor, in which we
anchored in fifteen fathoms water, about five o'clock

in the evening.

As foon as we had anchored, captain Gook ordered

two boats to be hoiiled out to furvey the upper part of

the harbour and look out for wood.

When they landed, from an hill over the point, they

had a view of the fea-coaft, as far as Howe's Foreland.

Several fmall ifland, rocks, and breakers were fcattered

ak)ng the coaft, and there appeared no better channel
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to get out of the harbour than that by which they had

entered it.

At nine o'clock the boats got on board, and Mr.
JBligh reported, that he had been four miles up the

harbour; that its direftion was weft fouth-weft; that

its breadth near the fliips did not exceed a mile ; that

the foundings were from thirty-feven to ten fathoms;

and that, having landed on both fhores, he found the

land barren and rocky, without a tree or fhrub, or hardly

any appearance of verdure.

The next morning wt weighed anchor and put out

to fea. This harbour was named Port Pallifer. Hav-
ing got three or four leagues from the coaft, we found

a clear fea, and about nine o'clock, difcovered a round
hill, like a fugar-loaf, and a fmall ifland to the north-

ward of it, diftant about four leagues. Captain Cook
named the fugar-loaf hill Mount Campbell.

The land here in general, is low and level. The
mountains end about five leagues from the low point,

leaving a great extent of low land, on which Mount
Campbell is fituated. Thefe mountains feem to be

compofcd of naked rocks, whofe fummits were covered
with fnow ; and nothing but fterility was to be ^cen in

the vallies.

At noon we perceived low land, opening off the

low point juft mentioned, in the direftion of fouth

fouth-eaft. It proved to be the eaftern extremity of
this land, and was named Cape Digby. Between
Howe's Foreland and Cape Digby, the fhore forms
one great bay, extending feveral leagues to the fouth-

weft.

At one o'clock, feeing a fmall bending in the coaft,

on the north fide of Cape Digby, we fteered for it, with

an intention to anchor there -, but, being difappointed

in pur views, we pufhed forward, in order to fee as

much as pofTible of the coaft before night. Form Cape
Digby it trends nearly fouth-weft by fouth to a low
point, to which captain Cook gave the name of Point
Charlotte, in honour of our amiable queen.
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In the direftion of fouth fouth-wefl, about fix leagues

from Cape Digby, is a pretty high projefting point,

called the Prince of Wales's Foreland; and fix leagues

beyond that, in the fame dirediion, is the moft fouth-

erly point of the whole coaft, which, in honour of

his Majeily, was diftinguilhed by the name of Cape
George.

Between Point Charlotte, and the Prince of Wales's

Foreland, we difcovered a deep inlet which, was called

Royal Sound. On the fouth-weft fide of the Royal
Sound, all the land to Cape George confifts of elevated

hills, gradually rifing from the fea to a confiderable

height ; they were naked and barren, and their fummits

capt with fnow. Not a veftige of a tree or Ihrub was

to be feen. Some of the low land about Cape Digby
kemed to be covered with a green turf, but a confider-

able part of it appeared quite naked. Penguins, and

other oceanic birds were numerous on the beaches, and

fhags innumerable kept flying about our lliips.

Defirous of getting the length of Cape George, cap-

tain Cook continued to ftretch to the fouth, till between

(even and eight o'clock, when feeing no probability of

accomplifhing his dcfign, he took the advantage of the

wind, which had Ibifted to weft fouth-weft the direc-

tion in which we wanted to go) and ftood from the

coaft.

The French difcoverers imagined Cape Francois to

he the projeding point of a fouthern continent. The
Englifh have difcovered that no fuch continent exifts,

and that the landin queftion is an illand of fmall extent

;

which, from its fterihty, might properly be called the

ifland of Defolation ; but captain Cook was unwilling

to rob Monfieur de Kerguelen of the honour of its bear-

ing his namiC.

Mr. Anderfon, who during the fhort time we lay in

Chriftmas Flarbour, loft no opportunity of fearching

the country in every dire^lion, relates the following

particulars.
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No place (fays he) hitherto difcovered in either he-

mifphere affords fo fcanty a field for the naturalift as

this fteril fpot. Some verdure, indeed, appeared, when
at a fmall diftance from the lliore, which might raife

the expeftation of meeting with a little herbage -, but

all this lively appearance was occafioned by one fmall

plant refembling faxifrage, which grew upon the hills in

large fpreading tufts, on a kind of rotten turf, which,

if dried, might ferve for fuel, and was the only thing

feen here that could poffibly be applied to thatpurpofe.

Another plant, which grew to near the height of two

feet, was pretty plentifully fcattered about the boggy
declevity ; it had the appearance of a fmall cabbage

when it was fhot into feeds. It had the watry acrid

tafte of the antifcorbutic plants, though it materially

differed from the whole tribe.

Near the brooks and boggy places were found two
other fmall plants, which were eaten as failad ; the one

like garden creffes, and very hot, and the other very

mild : the latter is a curiofity, having not only male
and female, but alfo androgynus plants.

Some coarfe grafs grew pretty plentifully in a few

fmall fpots near the harbour, which was cut down fcr

our cattle. In fhort, the whole catalogue of plants did

not exceed eighteen, including a beautiful fpecits of

lichen, and feveral forts of mofs j nor was there the ap-

pearance of a tree or fhrub in the whole country.

Among the animals, the moft confiderable were feals,

which vs^ere diftinguifhed by the name of fea bears, be-

ing the fort that are called the urfine feal. They come
on fliore to repofe and bre|p. At that time they were

fhedding their hair, and fo remarkably tame, that there

was no difficulty in killing them.

No other quadruped was ^ttn : but a great number
of oceanic birds, as ducks, fliags, petrels, &c. The
ducks were fomewhat like a widgeon, both in fize and

figure; a confiderable number of them were killed and

eaten : they vv^ere excellent food, and had not the leaft

fifny tafte.
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The Cape petrel, the fmall blue one, and the fmall

black one, or Mother Carey's chicken,'; were not in

plenty here : but another fort, which is the iargeft of

the petrels, and called by the feamen. Mother Carey's

goole, is found in abundance. This petrel is as large

as an albatrofs, and is carniverous, feeding on the dead

carcafes of feals, birds, &cc.

The greateil number of birds here were penguins,

which confift of three forts. The head of the Iargeft

is black, the upper part of the body of a leaden grey,

the under part white, and the feet black ; two broad

ftripes offine yellow defccnd from the head to the breaft

;

the bill is of a reddifh colour, and longer than in the

other forts. The fecond fort is about half the fize of

the former. It is of a blackifh grey on the upper part

of the body, and has a white fpot on the upper part of

the head. The bill and feet are yellow ifh. In the third

fort, the upper part of the body and throat are black,

the reft white, except the top of the head, which is

ornamented with a fine yellow arch, which it can ere6b

as two crefts.

The fhags here were of two forts, viz. the leffer

cormorant or water-crow, and another with a black-

ifn back, and a white belly. The fea-fwallow, the

tern, the common fea-gull, and the Port-Egmont hen,

were alfo found here. The only fhell-fiih we faw

here were a few limpets and mufcles. Many of the

hills, notwithftanding they were of a moderate height,

were at that time covered with fnow, though anfwer-

ing to our June.

Captain Cook intending to proceed next to New-
Zealand, to take in wood and water, and provide hay

for the cattle, ftcered caft by north from Kerguelen's

Land. The 31ft of December, our longitude, by
obfervation of the fun and moon, was 72" 23' ^^'^

caft ; and on the firft day of the year 1777, we were

in the latitude of 48° 41' fouth, longitude 76° 50'

eaft. Cn the 7th, captain Cook difpatched a boat

with orders to captain Gierke, fixing their rendezvous
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at Adventure Ba^, in Van Diemen's land^ if the Ihips

fooLild happen to feparate before they arrived there -,

however, we had the good fortune not to lofe com-
pany with each other.

On the 19th, a fudden fquali carried away the Pi.e-

folution's fore-top maft', and main -top- gallant mail,

which occafioned fome delay in fitting another top-

mau. The former was it paired without the lofs of

any part of it. The wnnd itill remaining at the v/ed

point, we had clear weather, and on the 24th, in the

morning, we difcoYcred the coaft of Van Diemen's
Land. Several iflands and elevated rocks lie difperfed

along the coafc, the mofc foutherly of v/hich is the

Mcvv'fton^. Our latitude at noon was 43^ /l'-j
' louni,

longitude 147'^ eaft, the fouth-eaft or fouth cape be-

ing near three leagues diftant. Captain Cook gave
the name of the Eddyflone to a rock that lies about a

league to the eailward of Sv/illy lile, or Rock, on
account of its ftriking refembiance to Eddyftone lighc-

houfe. Thefe two rocks may, even in the nigi'it, be

feen at a confiderable diftance, and are the fummits of

a ledge of rocks under water.

The 26th, at noon, a breeze fprung up at fouth-

eaft, which gave captain Cook an opportunity of exe-

cuting his defign of carrying the fhips into Adventure
Bay, where we anchored at four o'clock in the after-

noon in twelve fathoms water, about three-quarters

of a mile from the fhore. The captains Cook and

Clcrke then went, in feparate boats, in fearch of con-

venient fpots for wooding, watering, and making hay.

They found plenty of wood and vvater, but very little

grafs. The next morning captain Cook detached

two parties, under the conduft of lieutenant King, to

the eaft fide of the bay, to cut wood and grafs, fome
marines attending them as a guard, though none of the

natives had yet appeared. He alfo fent the launch to

provide v/ater for the lliips, and aicerwards paid a vific

to the parties thu'? employed.
VOL. VJII, H
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In the evening we caught a great quantity of fiilij

with which this bay abounds ; and we fnould have pro-

cured more if our net had not broken. Every one

now came on board with the fupplies they had obtain-

ed : but next morning, the wind not being fair for

failing, they were again fent on Ihore on the fame duty,

and Mr. Roberts, one of the mates, Vt^-as difpatched in

a boat to examine the bay. We had obferved columns
of fmoke in different parts, from the time of our ap-

proaching the coafl ; but we faw none of the natives

till the afternoon of the 28 th, when eight men and a

boy furprifed us with a viiit at our wooding place.

They approached us with the greateft confidence, none

of them having any weapons except one, who had a

ftiort ftick pointed at one end. They were of a mid-
dling ftature, and fomewhat (lender ; their hair was
black and woolly, and their fl<:in was alfo black. They
were entirely naked, with large pundtures or ridges,

fome in curved, and others in ftrait lines, on differ-

ent parts of their bodies. Their lips were not re-

m.arkably thick, nor their nofes very flat j their fea-

tures, on the contrary, v/ere not unpleafmg, their eyes

pretty good, and their teeth tolerably even and regular,

though exceedingly dirty. The faces of fome of them
were painted with a red ointment, and moil of them
fmeared their hair and beards with the fame com-
pofition, VVhen we offered them prefents, they re-

ceived them without any apparent fatisfadion. They
either returned, or threw away fome bread that was
given them without even tailing it -, they iikewife re-

fufed fome elephant fiili : but, when we gave them
feme birds, they kept them. Two pigs having been

brought on fhore to be left in the woods, they feized

them by the ears, and feemed inclined to carry them
off, with an intention, as we fuppofed, of killing them.

Captain Cook, wiihing to know the ufe of the flick

which one of the favages held in his hand, m.ade figns

to them to fhew him ; upon which one of them took

Tarn at a piece of wood placed as a mark, about the
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diftance of twenty yards, but after feveral effays he

was Hill wide of the mark, Omia, to lliew the great

fuperiority of our weapons, immediately fired his muf-
quet at it, which unexpefted noife fo alarmed them,

that they ran into the woods with uncommon fpeed ;

and one of them was fo terrified, that he let fall two

kni'v^es and an axe which he had received from us.

They then went to the place where the crew of the

Difcovery were waterings but the officer of that party

firing a mufquet in the air, they fled with great pre-

cipitation

Immediately after they had retired, captain Cook
ordered the two pigs, one a male, and the other a fe-

male, to be carried about a mile w^ithin the woods, and

he himfelf faw them left there, takin^r care that none

of the natives fiiould obferve what was palTmg, He
alfo intended to have left a young bull and a cow, be-

fides fome goats and Iheep ; but he foon reiinquifhed

that defign, being of opinion that the natives would
deftroy them, which he fuppofed would be the fate of

the pigs, if they iliould chance to find them out : but

as fwine foon become wild, and are fond of being in

the woods, it is probable that they were preferved.

The other cattle could not have remained long con-

cealed from the favages, as they muft have been put

into an open place.

We were prevented from failing on the 29th by a

dead calm, which continued the whole day. Captain

Cook, therefore, fent parties on fhore to cut wood
and grafs, as ufual, and he accompanied the wood-
ing party himfelf. Soon after our landing, about

twenty of them joined us, one of whom was diftin-

guillied not only by his deformity, but by the drollery

of his gefticulations, and the feeming humour of his

fpeeches, which, however, we could not underftand.

Thofe whom we now faw differed in lome refpetSts,

particularly in the texture of the hair, from the natives

of the more northerly parts of this country, wliom

captain Co k met with in his firft voyage. Some of
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our prefenn company had a flip of the kangooroo

Ikin round their ancles, and others wore round their

necks fome fmall cord, made of fur. They feemed

not to value iron^ but were apparently pieafed with

the medals and beads that were given them. Tney
did not eren appear to know the ufe of fiili-hooks,

though it is more than probable, that they were ac-

quainted with feme method of catching fiih.

Their habitations were fmall hovels or fiieds built

of iticks, and covered Vv^ith the bark of trees. We
had alfo good rcalbn to fuppofe, that they Ibmetimies

took up their refidence in the trunks of large trees,

hollowed out by fire.

Captain Cook, on leaving the wooding party, went

to the grafs-cutters, and having feen the boats loaded

with hay, returned on board. He had jufb quitted the

iliore, V7hen feveral women and children appeared, and

were introduced to lieutenant King by the men who
accom-panied them. Their bodies were black, and

m.arked with fears like thofe of the men
.;
from whom,

however, they differed, in having their heads fnaved -,

iGme of them being com.pleteiy fliorn, others only on
one fide, while the reft of them had the upper parts

of their heads ihaved, leaving a very narrow circle of

hair all round

In the afternoon captain Cook w^ent again on fhore,

and found the grafs-cutters on Penguin Ifiand, where

they had met with excellent grafs in the greateii

abundance. The different parties laboured hard till

the evening, and then, having provided a fuliicient

quantity of what was miofl wanted, returned on board.

Mr. Anderfon, furgeon of the Refolution, enploy-

ed himifelf in examining the country during our con-

tinuance in Adventure Bay. His remiarks on the in-

habitants, and his account of the natural produ6lions

of the country, are to the following purport. There

is a beautiful fandy beach about tv/o miles long, at

thx bottom of Adventure Bay, formed to all appear-

ance by the particles which the fea v/aihes from a fine
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white fand-llone. This beach is very well adapted for

hauling a feine. Behind it is a plain, with a brackifh

lake, out of which we caught, by anghng fome bream
and trout. The parts adjoining the bay are moftly hilly,

and are an entire foreft of tail trees, rendered almoft

impaifable by brakes of fern, flirubs, &c. The foil

on the flat land, and on the lower part of the hills,

is fandy, or conilits of a yellowifh earth, and in feme
parts of a reddiih clay ; but farther up the hills it is

of a grey tough cafi. This country, upon the whole,

bears many marks of being very dry, and the heat

appears to be great. No mineral bodies, nor ilones

of any other kind than the white flind ftorsC, were ob-
ferved by us -, nor could we find any vegetable that

afforded fubfiftence for man. The foreft-trees are all

of one kind, and generally quite ftraight ; they bear
clufters of fraall white flowers. The principal plants

v/e obferved Vv'ere vv^ood-forrel, milk- wort, cudv/eed,

bed flovs'cr, gladiolus, famphire, and ieveral kinds of
fern. The only quadruped we faw diftin6lly was a

fpecies of opofium, about twice the fize of a large rat.

The principal forts of birds in the woods are brown
havvdvs or eagles, crows, large pigeons, yellowifh pa-
roquets, and a fpecies v/hich we called rnotacilla cy~

anea, from the beautiful azure colour of its head and
neck. On the fhore were feveral gulls, black oyfter-

catchers, or fea-pies, and plover of a flione colour.

We obferved in the woods fome blackifli fnakes that

were pretty large, and we killed a lizard v/hich was
fifteen inches long and fix round, beautifully clouded
v/ith yellow and black.

Among a variety of fifn we caught fome large rays,

nurfes, leather-jackets, breams, foies, flounders, o-ur-

nards, and eiephant-fifh. Upon the rocks are muf-
cles and other llieli-fifli ; and upon the beach we found
forae 'pretty Medufa's heads. The moft troublefome
inftcrs we m.et with were the mufquitoes, and a large

black ant, whofe bite inflicts extreme pain.
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The inhabitants feemed mild and chearfulj with

little of that wild appearance that favages in general

have. They are almoil totally devoid of perfonai ac-

tivity or genius, and are nearly upo-i a par with the

wretched natives of T^rra del Fiiego. They difplay,

however, fome contrivance in their method of cutting

their arms and bodies in lines of different diredions,

raifed above the furface ofthe ik'm. Their indifference

for our prefents, their general inattention, and want

of curiofity, were very remarkable, and teftified no

acutenefs of underftanding. Their complexion is a

dull black, which they fometimes heighten by fmut-

ting their bodies. Their hair is perfectly woolly, and

is clotted with greafe and red ochre, like that of the

Hottentots. Their nofes are broad and full, and the

lower part of the face projefts confrderably. Their

eyes are of a moderate fize, and though they are not

very quick or pleanng they give the countenance a

frank chearful, and pleafing call. Their teeth are not

very white nor well fet, and their mouths are wide ;

they wear their beards long, and clotted with paint.

They are upon the whole well proportioned, though

their belly is rather protuberant. Their favourite at-

titude is to fland with one fide forward, and one hand

grafping, acrofs the back, the oppofite arm, which, on

this occafion, hangs down by the fide that projeds.

Near the fhore, in the bay, we obferved fome

wretched conftru<5lions of flicks covered with bark -,

but thefe feemed to have been only temporary, and they

had converted many of their largeft trees into more
comfortable and commodious habitations. The trunks

of thefe were hollowed out to the height of fix or

feven feet, by means of fire. Thefe places of flicker

are rendered durable, by their leaving one fide of the

tree found, fo that it continues growing with great lux-

uriance.

That the natives of "Van Diemen's Land orignate

from the fame flock with thofe who inhabit the north-

ern parts of New-Hoiiand, feems evident. Though
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they differ in many refpefts, their diffmiilarity may be
reaionably accounted for, from the united conliderations

of diftance of place, length of time, total feparation,

and diverfity of climate.

On the 30th of January, in the morning, we weigh-
ed anchor with a light vv^efterly breeze, from Adven-
ture Bay. In the night between the 6th and 7th of
February, one of the Difcovery's marines fell over-

board and was drowned. On the loth, in the after-

noon, we defcried the coail of New Zealand, at the

diitance of eight or nine leagues. Vv^e then fceered for

Cape Farewell, and afterwards for Stephen's Iflands

;

and in the morning of the 12th, anchored in Ship Cove,
Queen Charlotte's Sound. We foon afcer landed many
empty water-cafks, and cleared a place for two obfer-

vatories. In the mean time feverai canoes came alono-

fide our iliips 5 but very few of thofe who w^ere in

them would venture on board. This fhynefs appear-

ed the more extaordinary, as Captain Cook was well

known to all of them. ; and as one man in particular

among the prefent group had been treated by him
with diftinguifhed kindnefs during a former voyage.
This man, hov/ever, could not by any means be pre-
vailed on uo come on board. We could only account
for this referve, by fuppofing, that they were appre-
henfive ofour revenging the death of captain Furneaux's
people who had been killed here. But, upon captain

Cook's, affuring them of the continuance of his friend-

fhip, and that he fhould not moleft them on that ac-

count, they foon laid afide all appearance of fufpicion

and diftruft. The next day we pitched two tents and
erefted the obfervatories, in which MelTrs. Kino- and
Bailey immediately commenced their aflronomical
pperations. Two of our men were employed in brev^ino-

fpruce beer, while others filled the water-cafks, col-

lefte.d grafs for the cattle, and cut wood. Thofe who
remained on board were occupied in repairing the rin-

ging, and performing the neceffary duty of the fhips.

A guard of marines was appointed for the proteclion
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of the different parties on fnore, and arms were given

to all the workmen, to repei all attacks from the na-

tives, if they had been inclined to moieit us, but this

did not appear to be the cafe.

During the coiirfe of this day, many families came
from various parts of the coaft, and erefhed their huts

clofe to our encampment. The facility with which

they build thefe temporary habitations, is remarkable,

They have been feen to ered: above twenty of them
on a fpot of ground, which was covered w'ith plants

and flirubs not an hour before. Captain Cook was

jjrefent when a number of favages landed and built a

village of this kind. They had no fooner leaped from

the canoes, than they tore up the flirubs and plants

from the ground they had pitched upon, or put up
fome part of the framing of a hut. While the men
were thus employed, the women took care of the ca-

noes, fecured the provilions and utenfils, and gathered

dry fticks to ferve as materials for a fire.

We received confiderable advantage from the natives

coming to live with us ; for every day fome of them
were occupied in catching fifn, a good fVore of

which we generally procured by exchanges. Beiides

iifh, we had other refrefhments in abundance. Scur-

vy grafs, celery, and portable foup were boiled every

day with the wheat and peafe, and we had fpruce beer

for our drink. Such a regimen foon removed ail feeds

of the fcurvy from our people, if any of them had

contra6led it. But, indeed, on our arrival here we
had only two invalids in both fhips.

We were occafionally vifited by other natives, be-

fides thofe who lived clofe to us. Among our occa-

fional vifitors was a chief called Kahoora, who headed

the party that cut ofl^ captain Furneaux's people. He^
was far from being beloved by his countrymen, fome

of whom even importuned captain Cook to kill him,

at the fame time expreffing their difapprobation of

him in the fevereft terms. A ftriking proof of the

divifions that prevail among thefe people occurred to
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US ; for the inhabitants of each village, by turns,

iolicited our commodore to deftroy the other.

Captain Cook, on the 15th, went in a boat to fearch

for grafs, and vifited the hippah, or fortified village,

at the fouth-weft point of the ifland of Motuara. He
obferved no inhabitants at this villiage, though there

were evident marks of its having been lately occu-
pied, the houfes and pallifadoes being in a ftate of
good repair. Not the fmalieft veftige remained of
the Engiifh garden-feeds which had been planted at

this hippah in 1773, during captain Cook's fecond
voyage. They had probably been all rooted out to

make room for buildings ; for at the other gardens
then planted, we found radifhes, onions, leeks, cab-
bages, purflain, potatoes, &c. Though the natives

of New Zealand are fond of the laft mentioned
root, they had not planted a fmgle one, much lefs

any of the other articles we had introduced among
them.

Early in the morning of the i6th, the captains

Cook and Clerke, and feveral of the officers and fai-

lors, accompanied by Omai, and two New Zealan-
ders, fet out in five boats to colic6l fodder for the

cattle. ^—Having proceeded about three leagues up
the found, they landed on the eaft fide, where they

cut a fufRcient quantity of grafs to load the two laun-

ches. On their return down the found, they paid

a vifit to Grafs Cove, the place where captain Fur-
neaux's people had been mafTacred. They here met
with captain Cook's old friend Pedro, who is men-
tioned by him in the hiftory of his fecond voyage.

He, and another New Zealander, received them on
the beach, armed with the fpear and patoo, thougli

not without manifefc figns of fear. Their apprehen-
fions, however, were quickly diffipated by a few pre

-

fents, . which brought down to tlie Hiore two or three

others of the family.

VOL. VIII. I .
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During the continuance of our party at this placer

the commodore, being defirous of inquiring into the

particular circumftances relative to the mafiacre of

our countrymen, fixed upon Omai as an interpre-

ter for that purpofe, as his language was a dialedt of

that of New-Zealand. Pedro, and the other natives

who were prefent, none of whom had been concerned

in that unfortunate tranfadion, anfwered every quef-

tion without referve. Their information imported,

that while our people were at dinner, fome of the

natives ftole or fnatched from them fome fiih and breads

for which offence they received fom^e blov^s: a quarrel

immediately enfued, and two of the favages were fhot

dead, by the only two mufquets that were fired -, for,

before a third was difchargcd, the natives ruflied fu-

rioufly upon our people, and being fuperior in num-
ber deftroyed them all. Pedro, and his companions^

alfo pointed out the very fpot where the fracas hap-

pened, and the place where the boat lay, in which a

black fervant of captain Furneaux had been left to take

care of it.

According; to another account, this neo-ro was the

occafion of the quarrel ; for one of the natives fteal-

ing fomething out of the boat, the black gave him
a violent blow with a ftick. His countrymen hear-

ing his cries at fome diftance, imagined he was kill-

ed, and immediately attacked our people, who, be-

fore they could reach the boat, or prepare themfelves

againft the unexpected affault, fell a facrifice to the

fury of the exalperated favages.

It appears that there was no premeditated plan of

bloodflied, and that if thefe thefts had not been rather

too haftily refented, all mifchiefs would have been

avoided : for Kahoora's greateft enemies acknowledged,

that he had no previous intention of quarrelling. With
regard to the boat, fome faid, that it had been pulled

to pieces and burnt ; while others afTerted, that it had

been carried off by a party of Itrangers.
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Our party continued at Grafs Cove till the eveningj,

and then embarked to return to the fliips. On Tuef-
iky the i8th, Pedro and his whole family came to

refide near us. The proper name of this chief was
Matahouah ; but fome of captain Cook's people had
given him the name of Pedro in a former voyage.

On Friday the 21ft, a tribe or family of about

thirty perfons came from the upper part of the found

to vifit us.. Their chief was named Tomatongeauoo-
ranuc -, he was about the age of forcy-five, and had
a frank, chearful countenance , and, indeed the reft

of his tribe were, upon the whole, the handfomefl;

of all the New-Zealanders that captain Cook had
ever feen. By this time upwards of two-thirds of
the natives of Queen Charlotte's Sound had fettled

near us, numbers of whom daily reforted to the fhips

and our encampment on fhore ; but the latter was
moft frequented during the time when our people there

were making feal blubber; for the favages were fo

fond of train oil, that they relifiied the very dregs of
the calks and fkimmings of the kettle, and confidered

the pure flinking oil as a moft delightful feaft.

When we had procured a competent fupply of hay,

wood, and water, we ftruck our tents, and the next

morning, which was the 24th, weighed out of the

Cove. But the wind not being fo fair as we could

have v/iihed, we were obliged to cafi: anchor again

near the Ifle of Motuara. While we were getting

under fail,Tomatongeauooranuc, Matahouah, and many
others of the natives, came to take leave of us. Thefe
two chiefs having requefted captain Cook to prefent

them with fome hogs and goats, he gave to Tomaton-
geauooranuc two pigs, a boar and a fov/ ; to Matahouah
two goats a male and female, after they had promifcd
not to deftroy them.

Before we had been long at anchor near Motuara,
feveral canoes filled with natives, came towards us,

and we carried on a brifiv trade with them for the

curiofities of this place. In one of thefe canoe?) was
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Kahoora, whom Omai immediately pointed out to

captain Cook, and folicited him to ilioot that chief;

he alfo threatened to be himfelf his executioner, if

he fhould ever prefume to pay us another vifit. Thefe
menaces of Omai had fo Httie influence upon Kahoo-
ra, that he returned to us the next morning, accom-
panied with his whole family. Omai, having ob-

tained captain Cook's permifiion to afic him on board,

introduced him into the cabin, faying, " There is

" Kahoora; difpatch him." But, fearing perhaps

that he fhould be called upon to put his former

threats in execution, he inftantly retired. He foon,

however, returned ; and perceiving that the chief

was unhurt, he earneftly remonftrated to captain Cook
on the fubjeft ; faying, that if a man killed another

in England, he was hanged for it, but that Kahoorah
had killed ten, and therefore juftly defcrved death.

Thefe arguments, however plaufible, had no weight

with our commodore, who defired Omai to afk the

New-Zealand chief, why he had deftroycd captain

Furneaux's people ? Kahoora, confounded at this

qiicfbion, hung down his head, folded his arms, and
feemed in expe6lation of immediate death : but, as

foon as he v/as afTured of fafety, he became chearful.

Tie appeared, however, unwilling to anfwer the quef-

tion which had been put to him, till after repeated

promifes that no violence fhould be offered to him.

He then ventured to inform us, that one of the na-

tives having brought a ftone hatchet for the pur-

pofe of traffic, the perfon to whom it was offered,

took it, and refufed either to return it or give any

thing in exchange ; upon which the owner of it feized

fome bread by way of equivalent ; and this gave rife

to the quarrel that enfued. He alfo nientioned, that

he himfelf, during the difturbance, had a narrow ef-

cape ; for a mufquet v/as levelled at him, which he

found means to avoid by fl^^ulking behind the boat;

and another man, v/ho happened to fband clofe to

him, was fhot dead: upon which Kahoora attacked
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Mr. Rowe, the officer who commanded the party,

who defended himfclf with his hanger, with which he

gave the chief a wound in the arm, till he was over-

powered by fuperiority of numbers. Mr. Burney,

whom captain Furncaux difpatched the next day with

an armed party, in fearch of his p'eople who were

miffing, had, upon difcovering the melancholy proofs

of this cataftrophe, fired feveral voilies among the

natives who v/ere ftill on the fpot, and were probably

partaking of the horrid banquet of hum.an tlefh. it

v/as reafonable to fuppofe that this tiring was not inef-

fe6lual ; but upon enquiry it appeared, that not a

fmgle perfon had been killed, or even hurt, by the fhoc

which Mr. Burney's people had difcharged.

Before our arrival in Nevv'- Zealand, Omai had cx-

preffed a defire of taking one of the natives Vv'ith him
to his own country. He foon had an opportunity of

gratifying his inclination, for a youth named Tawei-
harooa, the only fon of a deceafed chief, offi;red to

accompany him, and took up his refidence on board.

Captain Cook caufed it to be m.ade known to him
and all his friends, that if the youth departed with

us he would never return. This declaration, how-
ever, had no effe(5l. The day before we quitted the

Cove, Tiratoutou, his mother, came to receive her

laft prcfent from Omai -, and the fame evening fhe

and her fon parted, with all the marks of the ten-

dereft affe6tion ; but ffie faid fhe would weep no
more, and faithfully kept her word; for the next

morning, when ffie returned to take her laft farewtl

of Taweiharooa, ffie was quite chearful all the time

ffie remained on board, and departed with great un-
concern. A boy, of about ten years of age, accom-
panied Taweiharooa, as a fcrvant; his name was
Kokoa. He was prefented to captain Cook by his

own father, who parted with him with fuch indiffer-

ence, as to ftrip him and leave him entirely naked.
The captain having in vain endeavoured to convince
thefe people of the great improbability of thefe youths
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ever returning home, at length confented to their

going.

The inhabitants of New-Zealand feem to live un-

der continual apprehenfions of being deftroyed by-

each other ; moil of their tribes having, as they

think, fuflained injuries from fome other tribe, which
they are ever eager to revenge ; and it is not impro-

bable, that the defire of a good meal is frequently a

great incitement. They generally Ileal upon the

adverfe party in the night, and if they chance to

find them unguarded, which is fcldom the cafe, they

kill every one without diflindbion, without fparing

even the women and children. When they have

completed the inhuman maffacre, they either gorge

themfelves on the fpot, or carry off as many dead bo-

dies as they can, and feaft on them at home, with

the moil horrid a6ls of brutality. If they are dif-

covered before they have time to execute their fan-

guinary purpofe, they ufually ileal off again, and
fometimes are purfued and attacked by the adverfe

party in their turn. They never give quarter or take

prifoners, fo that the vanquiihed muil truil to flight

alone for fafety. From this ilate of perpetual hof-

tility, and this deilruftive mode of carrying it on,

a New-Zealander derives fuch habitual vigilance and
circumfpeftion, that he is fcarce ever off his guard

:

and, indeed, thefe people have the moil powerful mo-
tives to be vigilant, as the prefervation of both foul

and body depends on it i for it is a part of their creed,

that the foul of the man whofe ilelh is devoured by
his enemies, is condemned to an incelTant fire j while

the foul of him whofe body has been refcued from
thofe that (lew him, as well as the fouls of thofe who die

a natural death, afcend to the manfions of the gods,

Their ordinary method of difpofmg of their dead is

to commit their bodies to the earth : but when they

have more of their ilain enemies than they can conve-^

niently cat they throw them into the fea. Ther are

no morals or other places ofpublic worihip among them \
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but they have priefts who pray to the gods for the fuccels

of their temporal affairs. The principles of their reli-

gion, of which we know but little, are ftrongly in-

ililled into them from their infancy.

Notwithftanding the divided ftate in which thefe

people live travelling ftrangers, whofe defigns are ho~
nouralDle, are well received and entertained ; but it is

expedted that they will remain no longer than their

buHnefs requires. It is true that the trade for green

talc which they call poenammooy is carried on. They
informed us that none of this ftone is to be found, ex-

cept at a place which bears its name, near the head of
Queen Charlotte's Sound.

The New Zealanders have adopted polygamy among
them, and it is common for one man to have two or

three wives ; but thofe who are unmarried find difficul-

ty in procuring fubfiftence.

Thefe people feem perfe6tly contented v/ith the fmall

degree of knowledge they polTefs, for they make no at-

tempts to improve it. They are not remarkably cu-

rious, nor do new objefts ftrike them with much fur-

prife, for they fcarce fix their attention for a moment.
Omai, indeed, being a great favourite with them, would
fometimes attraft a circle about him ; but they liftened

to his fpeeches with very little eagernefs. The longi-

tude ofShip Cove by lunar obfervations, is 174'" 25' 15^/

eaft : its latitude, 41 '^ 6^ fouth.

About Queen Charlotte's Sound the land is uncom-
monly mountainous, rifing immediately from the fea

into large hills. At remote diftances are vallies, ter-

minating each towards the fea in a fmaii cove, with a

pebble or fandy beach ; behind Vv^hich are flat places,

where the natives ufuaily build their huts. This fitu-

ation is the more convenient, as a brook of 'nYit water

runs through every cove, and empties itfelf into the fea.

The bafes of thefe mountains towards the fhore are

conftituted of a brittle yellowilli fand-llone, v/hich

acquires a blueifii cafb where it is laved by the fea.

At fome places it runs in horizontal, and at others, in



72 A VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

'

oblique ftrata. The mould or foil by which it is co-

vered refembles marie, and is, in general, a foot or

two in thicknefs.

The luxuriant growth of the produ6tions here fuf-

ficiently indicates the quahty of the foil. The hills,

except a few towards the fea, are one continued foreil

of lofty trees, flourifhing with fuch uncommon vigour,

as to afford an auguft prolpe6t to the admirers of the

fublime and beautiful works of nature.

This extraordinary ftrength in vegetation is, doubt-

lefs greatly affifted by the agreeable temperature of the

climate -, for at this time, though anfwering to our

month of Auguft, the weather was not fo warm as to be

difagreeabie, nor did it raife the thermometers higher

than 66'^. The winter, alfo, feems equally mild with

refpe6l to cold ; for in the month which corrcfponds to

our December, the mercury was never lower than 48®,

the trees at the fame time retaining their verdure, as if

in the height of fummer.
Though the weather is generally good, it is fome-

times windy, with heavy rain ; which, however, is ne-

ver exceffive, and does not laft above a day. In Ihort,

this would be one of the fineft countries upon earth were

^it not fo extremely hilly ; which, fuppofmg the woods

to be cleared away, would leave it lefs proper for paf-

turage than Pxat land, and infinitely lefs fo for cultiva-

tion, which could never be afFeftedhere by the plough.

The large trees on the hills are principally of two
forts. One of them, of the fize of our largefc firs, grows

nearly after their manner. This fupplied the place of

fpruce in making beer -, v/hich we did, with a decodlion

of its leaves fermented with fugar or treacle ; and this

liquor was acknowledged to be little inferior to

American fprucc-beer. The other fort of tree is

like a maple, and often grov\?s very large, but is fit

only for fuel -, the wood of that, and of the pre-

cecding, being too heavy for mafts, yards, &:c.

A great variety of trees grov/ on the flats behind

the beaches : two of thefe bear a kind of plumb, of
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the fize of prunes -, the one, which is yellow, is called

karraca, and the other, which is black, called maitao;

but neither of them had a pleafant tafte, though eaten

both by our people and the natives.

On the eminences which jut out into the fea grows

a fpecies of philadelphus, and a tree bearing flowers

almoft like myrtle. We ufcd the leaves of the phi-

ladelphus as tea, and found them an excellent fub-

flitute for the oriental fort.

A kind of wild celery, which grows plentifully in

almoft every cove, may be reckoned among the plants

that were ufeful to us, and another that wc ufed to call

fcurvy-grafs. Both forts were boiled daily with wheat

ground in a mill for the people's breakfaft, and with

their peafe-foup for dinner. Sometimes, alfo they

were ufed as fallad, or drelTed as greens. In all which
ways they are excellent ; and, together with the fifh,

with which we were amply fupplied, they formed a

moft defirable refrefhment.

The known kinds of plants to be found here are

bindweed, night-lhade, nettles, a Ihrubby fpeedwell,

fow-thiftles, virgin's bower, vanclloe, French wil-

low, euphorbia, crane's bill, cudweed, rufhes, bul-

rufhes, flax, all-hail, American night-fliade, knot-

grafs, brambles, eye-bright, and groundfel ; but the

fpecies of each are diff^erent from any wc have in

Europe.

There are a great number of other plants, b'jt one

in particular defcrves to be noticed here, as the gar-

ments of the natives are made from it. A fine filky

flax is produced from it, fuperior in appearance to

any thing we have in this country, and, perhaps, as

fl:rong. It grows in all places near the fea, and fomc-
times a conflderable way up the hills, in bunches or

tufts, bearing yellowifli flowers on a long ftalk.

It is remarkable, that the greateit part of the trees

and plants were of the berry-bearing kind; of which,

and other feeds Mr. Anderfon brought away about

thirty different forts.

VOL. VIII. K
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The birds, of which there is a tolerable good ftock.*

are aimolt entirely peculiar to the place* it would be

difficult and fatiguing to follow them, on account of

the quantity of underwood and the climbing plants

;

yet any perfon by continuing in one place, may fhoot

as many in a day as would ferve feven or eight per-

fons. The principal kinds are large brown parrots,

with grey heads, green parroquets, large wood-pige-

ons, and two forts of cuckoos. A grofs-beak, about

the fize of a thrufh, is frequent ; as is alfo a fmall green

bird, which is almoft the only mufical one to be found

here : but his melody is fo fweet, and his notes fa

varied, that any one would imagine himfelf furrounded

by a hundred difl^erent forts of birds when the little

warbler is exerting himfelf. From this circumftance

it was named the mocking-bird. There are alfo three

or four forts of fmaller birds, and among the rocks

are found black fea-pies, with red bills, and crefted

lliags of a leaden colour. About the fhore there are

a few fea-gulls, fome blue herons, wild ducks, plovers,

and fome fand-iarks. A fnipe was fhot here, which
differs but little from that of Europe.

Moft of the fifh we caught by the feine were ele-

phant-fifh, mullets, foles, and flounders : but the na-

tives fupplied us with a fort of fea-bream, large con-

ger-eels, and a filli of five or fix pounds weight, called

a mogge by the natives. With a hook and line we
caught a blackifh fiili, called cole-fifli by the feamen,

but differing greatly from that of the fame name in

Europe. We alfo got a fort of fmall falmon, fkait,

gurnards and nurfes. The natives fometimes furnifh-

ed us wdth hake, paracutas, parrot-fifli, a fort of

mackarel, and leather jackets -, befides another, which

is extremely fcarce, of the figure of a dolphin, a black

colour, and ftrong bony jaws. Thefe, in general,

arc excellent to eat -, but the fmall falmon, cole-fifh,

and mogge, are fuperior to the others.

Great quantities of excellent mufcles inhabit among
the rocks, one fort of which exceeds a foot in length.
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Many cockles are found buried in the fand of the fmall

beaches ; and in fome places, oyfters, which, though
very fmail, have a good flavour. There are aifo per-

riwinclesj limpets, wiiks, fea-eggs, fiar-fiih, and fome
beautiful fea ears, many of which are peculiar to the

place. The natives alfo furnifhed us with fome excel-

lent cray-fiili.

Infeds here are nst very numerous : we faw fome
butterflies, two forts of dragon flies, fome fmall grafs-

hoppers, fe vera! forts of fpiders, fome black ants, and
fcorpion- flies innumerable, with Vv^hofe chirping the

woods refounded. The fand-fly, which is the only

noxious one, is very numerous here, and is almoft as

difagreeable as the mufquito. The only reptiles wc
faw here were two or three forts of inofFenfive lizards.

In this extenfive land it is remarkable, that there

fliould not even be the traces of any quadruped, except

a few rats, and a kind of fox dog, which is kept by the

natives as a domeftic animal.

They have not any mineral deferving notice, but a

great jafper or ferpent flione, of which the tools and
ornaments of the inhabitants are made.

The natives, in general, are not fo well formed, ef-

pecially about the limbs, as the Europeans, nor do
they exceed them in fl:ature. Their fitting fo much
on their hams, and being deprived, by the mountainous
difpofltion of the country, of uflng that kind ofexercife

which v/ould render the body ftraight and well-propor-

tioned, is probably the occafion of the want of due
proportion. Many of them, indeed, are perfetlly form-

ed, and fome are very large boned and raufcular^ but

very few among them were corpulent.

Their features are various, fome refembling Euro-
peans, and their colour is of different cafes from a deep-
iih black to an olive or yellowifn tinge. In general,

however, their faces are round, their lips rather full,

and their nofes (though not flat) large towards the

point. An aauiline nofe was not to be (hen amono-

them ; their eyes are large, and their teeth are commonly
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broad, white, and regular. Their hair, in general, is

black, ftrong, and ftraight -, it is commonly cut Ihort
on the hinder part, and the reft tied on the crown of
the head : fome, indeed have brown hair, and others
a fort that is naturally difpofed to curl. The counte-
nance of the young is generally free and open ; but in

many of the men it has a ferious or fullen caft.

The men are larger than the women ; and the latter are
not diftinguifhed by peculiar graces either of form or
features.

Both fexes are cloathed alike j they have a garment
made of the filky flax already mentioned, about five

feet in length and four in breadth. This appears to be
their principal manufacture, which is performed by
knotting. Two corners of this garment pafs over the
fhoulders, and they faften it on the breaft with that
which covers the body; it is again fattened about the
belly with a girdle made of mat. Sometimes they co-
ver it with dog-fkin or large feathers. Many of them
wear coats over this garment, extending from the fhoul-
ders to the heels. The moft common covering, how-
ever, is a quantity of the fedgy plant above mentioned,
badly manufaftured, fattened to a ttring, and thrown
over the ftioulder, whence ic falls down on all fides to
the middle of the thighs. When they fat down in this

habit, they could hardly be dittinguittied from large
grey ftones, if their black heads did not proje6t beyond
their coverings.

They adorn their heads with feathers, combs of bone
or wood, with pearl ttiell, and the inner (idn of leaves.
Both men and women have their ears flit, in which are
hung beads, pieces of jafper, or bits of cloth. Some
have t\\tjceptum of the nofe bored in its lower part, but
we never faw any ornament wore in that part ; though
a twig was paiTed through it by one of them, to fhew
tliat it was occafionally ufed for that purpofe.
Many are ftained in the face with curious figures of

a black or dark blue colour -, but it is not certain whe-
ther this is intended to be ornamental, or as a mark of
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particular diflinftion : the women are marked only on
their lips and chins; and both fexes befrnear their heads

and faces with a greafy reddifh paint. The women alfo

wear necklaces of fhark's teeth, or bunches of long

beads ; and a few of them have fmall triangular aprons,

adorned with feathers, or pieces of pearl fheils, faf-

tened about the waifb with a double or treble fet of
cords.

They live in the fmall coves already mentioned,
fometimes in fmgle families, and fometimes in com-
panies of perhaps forty or fifty. Their huts, which
are in general moft miferable lodging places, are built

contiguous to each other. The befh we faw was built

in the manner of one of our country barns, and was
about fix feet in height, fifteen in breadth, and thirty-

three in length. The infide v/as ftrong and regular,

well faftened by means of withes, &c. and painted red

and black. At one end it had a hole ferving as a door
to creep out at, and another, confiderabiy fmaller,

feemingly for the purpofe of letting out the fmoke.
This, however, ought to be conlidered as one of their

palaces, for many of their huts are not half the fize,

and feldom are more than four feet in height.

They have no other furniture than a few fmall

bags or bafkets, in which they depofit their lifliing-

hooks, and other trifles. They fit down in the mid-
die round a fmall fire, and probably flcep in the fame
fituation, without any other covering than what they
have worn in the day.

Fifliing is their principal fupport, in which they \i{i&

different kinds of nets, or wooden iifh-hooks pointtd
v/ith bone ; but made in fo extraordinary a manner,
that it appears aftonifhing how they can anfwer fuch a
purpofe.

Their boats confifl of planks raifed upon each other,
•and faftened with ftrong withes. Many of them aie
litty feet long. Sometimes they faften two together
with rafters, which we call a double canoe ; they fa -

quently carry upwards of thirty men, and have a large
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headj ingeniouiiy carved and painted, which feems

intended to reprefent a man enraged. Their paddles

are narrow, pointed, and about live feet long. Their
fail, which is very little ufed, is a mat formed into a

triangular fhape.

They drefs their fifh by roafting, or rather baking

them, being entirely ignorant of the art of boiling.

It is thus they alfo drefs the root of the large fern-

trees, in a hole prepared for that purpofe : when drelT-

ed, they fplit it, and find a gelatinous fubftance with-

in, fometvhat like fa^o powder. The fmaller fern-

root feems to be their fubftitute for bread, being dried

and carried about with them, together with great

quantities of dried fifh, when they go far from their

habitations.

VV hen the weather will not fuffer them to go to fea,

mufcles and fca-ears fupply the place of other filh.

SomiCtimes, but not often, they kill a few penguins,

rails, and fhags, which enable them to vary their diet.

Confiderable numbers of their dogs are alfo bred for

foodj but they depend principally on the fea for

their fubliflence, by v/hich they are mofl bountifully

fupplied.

They are as filthy in their feeding as in their per-

fons, which often emit a very ofFenfive effluvia, from

the quantity of greafe about them, and from their

never wafliing their clothes : their heads are plenti-

fully ftocked vv'ith vermin, which they Ibmetimes eat.

Large quantities of {linking train oil, and blubber of

feals, they v/ould eagerly devour. When on board

the fhips they not only emptied the lamps, but adu-

ally fwallowed the cotton Vv'ith equal voracity. Though
the inhabitants of Van Diemen's Land would not

even taile our bread, thefe people devoured it with

the greatefl eagernefs, even when it was rotten and

m 3uldy.

In point of ingenuity, they are not behind any un-

civilized nations under fimilar circumflances ; for,

without the afTiflance of metal tools, they make every
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thing by which they procure their fubfiltence, cloth-

ing, and warhke weapons, with neatnefs, ftrength^

and convenience. Their principal mechanical tool is

formed in the manner of an adze, and is made of

the ferpent ftone or jafperj their chiffel and gouge
are furnifhed from the fame material, though they are

fometime§ compofed of black folid ftonc. Carving,

however, is their mafter-piece, which appears upon
the moil trifling things : the ornaments on the heads

of their canoes, not only difplay much defign, but

execution. Their cordage for fifliing lines is not in-

ferior to that in this country, and their nets are equal-

ly good. A lliell, a bit of flint or jafper, is their fub-

ftitutc for a knife ; and a fhark's tooth, fixed in the

end of a piece of wood, is their auger. They have a

faw made of fome jagged fiilies teeth, fixed in a piece

of wood nicely carved : but this is ufed for no other

purpofe than to cut up the bodies of thofe whom they

kill in battle.

Though no people are more ready to refent an in-

jury, yet they take every opportunity of being info-

lent when they apprehend there is no danger of punifli-

ment j whence it may be concluded, that their eager-

nefs to refent injuries is rather an eff'edl of a furious

difpofition than genuine bravery. They are naturally

miffruftful and fufpicious, for fuch as are ftrangers

never venture immediately to viiit our (hips, but keep
at a fmall diftance in their boats, obferving our mo-
tions, and hefitating whether they lliould rifk their

fafety with us. They are to the laft degree dilhonefl,

and Ileal every thing within their reach, if they fup-

pofe they can efcape dete6lion \ and in trading they

feem inclined to take every poffible advantage, for they

never truft an article out of their hands for examina-
tion, and feem highly pleafed if they have over-reached
you in a bargain.

Their public contentions are almoft perpetual, for

war is their principal profeflion, as appears from the

number of weapons, and th« dexterity in uflng them.
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Their arms are fpears, patoos and halberts, and fome-

times Hones. The firft are from five to thirty feet

long, made of hard wood and pointed. The patoo is

about eighteen inches long, of an elliptical fhape, with

a handle made of wood, ftone, &c. and appears to be

their principal dependance in battle. The halbert is

about five or fix feet in length, tapering at one end with

a carved head, and broad or fiat, with fharp edges, at

the other.

Before the onfet, they join in a war fong, keeping

the exa6left time i and by degrees work themfelves

into a kind of frantic fury, accompanied with the mofb

horrid diilortions of their tongues, eyes, and mouths,

in order to deter their enemies. To this fucceeds a

circumftance that is moft horrid, cruel, and difgrace-

ful to human nature, which is mangling and cutting to

pieces (even when not perfedlly dead) the bodies of

their enemies j and, after roafting them, devouring the

flefh with peculiar pie afure andfatisfaftion.

It might naturally be fuppofed, that thofe who could

be capable of fuch excefs of cruelty, muft be totally

deftitute of every human feeling ; and yet they lament

the lofs of their friends in a manner the moft tender

and affedlionate.

CHAP. IL

Containing our adventures from our departure from New-Zealand,

till our arrival at Otaheite, or the Society Iflands.

aN the morning of the '25th of February, we
left the found, and made fail through Cook's Straits.

On the 27th, Cape Pallifer bearing weft about fcven

leagues diftaxit^ we had a line gale, and fteered to-

wards the north-eaft. As foon as we loft fight of land,

our two young New-Zealanders heartily repented of
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ihe adventurous ftep they Imd taken. Though we en-

deavoured as far as lay in our power to foothe them,

they wept, both in public and private ; and gave vent

to their forrows in a kind of fong, which feemed to

exprefs their praifes of their country and people, from
which they wcye now, in all probability, to be for

ever feparated. They continued in this ftate for fe-

veral days, till, at length, the agitation of their minds
began to fubfide, and their fea-ficknefs, which aggra-

vated their grief, wore off. Their lamentations then

became lefs and lefs frequent ; their native country,

their kindred and friends, were gradually forgotten,

and they appeared to be firmly attached to us.

On the 28th at noon, \vc were in the latitude of
41*^ ly^fouth, and in the longitude of 177" i7^eaft:

and after encountering various winds, Vv'e croffed the

Tropic on the 27th of March. In all this run, we
obferved nothing that could induce us to fuppofe we
had failed near any land, except occafionally a tropic

bird. On the 29th, as we were ftanding to the north-

eaft, the Difcovery made the fignal of feeing land.

We foon found it to be a fmall ifland, and flood for it

till the evening, when it was at the diftance of two or

three leagues. The next morning, at day-break, we
bore up for the weft fide of the illand, and faw feveral

people wading to the reef, where, as they obferved the

ihip leaving them quickly, they remained. But others

who foon appeared, followed her courfe, and fome of
them affembled in fmall bodies, miaking great fliouts.

Upon our nearer approach to the iliore, we faw
many of the natives running along the beach, and by
the afiiftance of our glaffes, could perceive that they

were armed with long fpears and clubs, which they
brandifhed in the air with figns of threatening, or as

fome of us fuppofed with invitations to land. Mofb
of them were naked, except having a kind of girdle

which was brought up between their thighs ; but fome
of them wore about their flioulders pieces of cloth of
various colours, v/hite, ftriped, or chequered ; and

VOL. viir. L
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almoft all of them had about their heads a white wrap-
per, in fome degree refembling a turban. They were
of a tawny compiexionj robuft, and about the mid-
dle fize.

A fmall canoe was nov/ launched from the mofl dif-

tant part of the beach, and a man getting into it, put

off as with a view of reaching the fhip, but his cou-

rage failing, he quickly returned towards the beach.

Another man foon after joined him in the canoe, and

then both of them paddled towards us. They feem-

ed, however afraid to approach, till their apprehen-

fions v/ere partly removed by Omai, who addrelled

them in the language of Otaheite. Thus encouraged^

they camiC near enough to receive fome nails and

beads, which being tied to fome wood, v/ere thrown

into the canoe. They however put the v/ood afide

without untying the things from it, which may per-

haps have proceeded from fuperftiticn -, for we were

inform.ed by Omai, that when they obferved us of-

fering prefents to them, they rec]uefted fomething for

their Eatooa. They afterwards laid hands on a rope,

but would not venture on board, telling Omai, that

their countrymen on fliore had fuggefbed to them this

caution; and had likewife directed them to inquire

v/hence our fhip came, and to procure information

of the name of the captain. Upon our inquiring the

name of the iiland, they told us it v/as Mangya or Man-
gcca, to which they fome times added, ncce, riaiy naiijoa.

The features of one of them were agreeable, and his

difpofition, to all appearance was no iefs fo : for he

exhibited fome droll geiliculations, which indicated

humour and good nature. He alfo made others of a

ferious kind, and repeated fome words with an air of

devotion, before he would venture to take hold ofthe

rope at the fliern of the fhip.

As foon as the iliips were in a proper Itation, cap-

tain Cook fent out two boats to endeavour to find a

convenient place for landing. In one of them he went

himfeif, and had no fooner put off from the fnip than
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the two men in the canoe paddled towards his boat ;

and when they were come along-iide, a native, without

helitation, ftept into her. Omai, who v/as with the

captain, was defired to inquire of the ifiander where

we could land; upon which he dircdted us to two pla-

ces. But we foon obfcrved with regret, that the at-

tempt at either place was imprafticable, on account

of the furf, unlefs at the rifque of having our boats de-

liroyed. Nor were we more luccefsful in our fearch

for anchorage, as we could fxnd no bottom till v.'ithin

a cable's length of the breakers, vv?here we met with

from forty to twenty fathoms deep, ever Iharp rocks

of coral.

While we thus reconnoitered the fncre of Mangeea,
the natives thronged down upon the reef, all armed.

The native, who ftili remiaineci in the boat with captain

Cook, thinking perhaps, that this v/arlike appearance

deterred us from landing, commanded them to. retire.

As many ofthem complied, we imagined that he was

a perfon of fome confequence : we found his nam.e was

Mourooa, and that he v/as brother to the king of the

ifland. Several of them inftigated by curiofity, fwam
from the fnore to the boats, and came en board with-

out referve. We even found fome difficulty in keep-

ing them out, and could fcarcc prevent their pilfering

whatever they could lay their hands on. At length,

when they obferved us returning to the fliips, they all Icii

us except Mourooa, who, though, not without manifcft

indications of fear accompanied the commodore on
board the Refolution. The cattle and other new objecTt.s

that he faw there, did not lirike him with much furprifci

his mind, perhaps being too much occupied about his

own fafcty, to allow him to attend to other things. He
feemed very uneafy, and gave us but little new intel-

ligence ; and therefore, after he had continued a flicrt

time' on board, captain Cock ordered a boat to carry

hira towards the land. In his way our of tl\e cabin, hap-

pening to ftumble over one of the goats, he ftopped,

looked at the animal, aiid alKed Omai wjiat bird it v/as^
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but not receiving an immediate anfwer from him, he

put the fame queftion to fomic of the people who were

upon deck. The boat having conveyed him near the

furfj he leaped into the water and fwam ailiore. His
countrymen, eager to learn from him what he had feen,

flocked round him as foon as he landed ; in which fitu-

ation they remained when v/e loft fight of them. We
hoifted in the boat as foon as fiie returned, and m^ade

fail to the northward. Thus were we obliged to leave

this fine ifland unvifited, which feemed capable of fup-

plying all our neceffities. It is fituate in the longitude

of 201° ^j' eaft, and in the latitude of 21° 37' fouth.

Thofe parts of the coail of Mangeea w^hich fell un-

der our obfervation, are guarded by a reefofcoral rock,

againft v/hich a heavy furf is continually breaking. The
ifland is about five leagues in circumference, and though

of a moderate and pretty equal height, may be feen in

clear weather at the diftance of ten leagues. In the

interior parts, it rifes into Imall hills, whence there is

an eafy defcent to the fhore, which in the fouth-weft

part is fteep, though not very high, and has feveral

excavations made by the dafning ot the waves againft a

brownilli fand ftone of which it confifts. The fhore,

on the north-vv^eft part terminates in a fandy beach, be-

yond which the land is broken into fmall chafms, and

has a broad border of trees which refemble tall wil-

lows.

The natives appearing to be both numerous and well

fed, it is highly probable, that fuch articles of provi-

fion, as the ifland produces, are found in great abun-

dance. Our friend Mourooa informed us, that they

had no hogs nor dogs, though they had heard of both

thefe animals j but that they had plantains, taro, and

bread-fruit. The only birds we obferved, v;ere fome

terns, noddies, white egg-birds, and one w^hice heron.

The language of th^e Mangeeans is a dialeft of that

of Otaheite ; but their pronunciation is mere guttiiral.

They refemble the inhabitants of Otaheite and the Mar-
quefas m the beauty of their peribns i and their general
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difpofition alfo feems to correfpond with that of the firft

mentioned people ; for they are not only lively and

chearful, but are acquainted with all the innocent gef-

ticulations praclifed by the Otaheitans in their dances.

We had iikewife reafon to fuppofe that they have fimilar

methods of living : for, though we had not an oppor-

tunity of feeing many of their habitations, we obferved

one houfe near the beach, v/hich, in its mode of con-

ftru6tion, differed little from thofe of Otaheite. It ap-

peared to be feven or eight feet high, and about thirty

in length, with an open end which reprefented an el-

lipfe, or oval, tranfverfely divided. It was pleafantly

fituated in a grove.

Thefe people falute ftrangers by joining nofes, and

taking the hand of the perfon whom they accoft, which

they rub with fome force upon their mouth and nofe.

It is v/orthy of remark, that the inhabitants of the

Palaos, New-Philippine, or rather Caroline Jflands,

thoufrh at the diftance of near i coo leao;ues from
Mangeea, have a fimilar method of falutation.

We quitted Mangeea in the afternoon of the 30th

of March, and proceeding on a northerly courfe, we
again difcovered land, on the 31ft, at the diftance of

nine or ten leagues. The next morning v/e v/ere abreaft

of its north end, within four leagues of it. It now ap-

peared to us, to be an ifiand nearly of the fame extent

with that which we had juft left. Another ifland,

much fmaller, was alfodefcried right-a-head. Though
we could foon have reached this, we preferred the

large one, as being moil likely to furnifli food for the

cattle. We therefore made fail to it ; but there beins"

little v^rind, and that unfavourable, we vyere ftill about

two leagues to lee-ward at eight o'clock the fucceed-

ing morning. The commodore, foon after, difpatched

three armed boats, under tl^e command of Mr. Gore,

h.is fi'rft lieutenant, in fearch of a landing place and

anchoring ground. Meanwhile W'C plied up under the

ifland with the- Hiips. As our boats were putting off,

w'e law feveral canoes coming from the lliore, which
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repaired firft to the Difcovery, as that iliip was the

neareft. Not long after, three of thefe canoes, each

conduced by one man, came along fide of the Re-
folution.

We beftovved on our vlfitors fome knives, beads,

and other trifles ; and they gave us fome cocoa nuts,

in confequence of our having aiked for them ; but they

did not part with them by way of exchange, as they

feemed to have no idea of barter or traffic. One of

them^, after a little perfuafion, came on board ; and

the other two followed his example. They appeared

to be perfe6tly at their eafe, and free from all appre-

heniion. After their departure, a man arrived in ano-

ther canoe, bringing a bunch of plantains as a prefent

to captain Cook, who gave him in return a piece of

red cloth and an axe.

We Vv^ere afterv^ards informed by Omai, that this

prefent had been fent from the king of the ifland.

Soon after a double canoe, containing tv/eive of the

iflanders, came towards us. On approaching the £hip

they recited fome words in concert, by way of choru?,

one of them firfl: giving the word before each repeti-

tion. Having finiflied this folemn chant, they came
along fide and aflccd for the chief. As foon as cap-

tain Cook had made his appearance, a pig and fome
cocoa nuts were conveyed into the lliip 3 and the cap-

tain was alfo prefentecl with a piece of matting by the

principal perfon in the canoe, when he and his com-
panions had got on board.

Thefe new vifitors were introduced into the cabin,

and conducted to other parts of the fhip. Though
fome objecls feemed to furprife them, nothing could

fix their attention. They were afraid to venture near

the cows and horfes, of whofe nature they could form
no conception. As for the fneep and goats, they gave

us to underftand that they knev/ them to be birds.

Though the commodore befcowed on his nev/ friend

what he fuppofed the moll acceptable prefent, yet he

feemed fomewhat difappointed. The captain v/as
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afterwards informed that he eagerly wiflied to procure

a dog, of which kind of animals this ifland was dcf-

titute, though the natives knew that the race exifted

in other iflands of the Pacific ocean. Captain Gierke

had received a fimilar prefent with the fame view from
another man, who was equally difappointed in his ex-

pedations.

The iflanders, whom we had feen in thofe canoes,

were in general of the middle ftature, and not unlike

the Mangeeans. Their hair either flowed loofely over
their ilioulders, or w^as tied on the crown of the head :

and though in fome it was frizzled, yet that, as well

as the itraight fort, was long. Some of the young-

men were handfome. Like the inhabitants of Man-
geea, they wore girdles of glazed cloth, or fine mat-
ting, the ends of which were brought between their

thighs. Their ears were bored, and they wore about
their necks, by way of ornament, a fort of broad
grafs, fcained with red, and ftrung with berries of the

night fliade. Many of them were curioufly marked
or tatooed from the middle downwards, particularly

upon their legs, which made them appear as if they
wore boots. Their beards were long, and they had a

kind of fandals on their feet. They were frank and
chearful in their deportment, and very friendly and
good natured.

Lieutenant Gore returned from his excurfion in the

afternoon, and informed captain Cook, that he had
examined the weft fide of the ifland, without being
able to find a place where the fhips could ride in

fafety, or a boat could land, the fliore being bounded
by a fleep coral rock, againft which a continual furf

broke with extraordinary violence. But as the inha-

bitants feemed extremely friendly, and as defirous of
our landing as we ourfeives were, Mr. Gore was of
opinion, that they might be prevailed upon to bring
ofl^ to the boats beyond the furf, fuch articles as we
were molt in need of. As we had little or no wind,
the delay of a day or two w'as of fraall confideration i
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and therefore the commodore refoived to try the ex-, |
periment next morning.

The fame morning, which was the third of April,

captain Cook detached Mr. Gore with three boats, to

make trial of the experiment which that officer had
propofed. Two of the natives Vv^ho had been on
board accompanied him, and Omai ferved as an in-

terpreter. The fhips being a full league from the

ifland when the boats put off, and the wind being
inconfiderable, it was twelve o'clock before the ihip

could work up to it. We then perceived our three

boats juft without the -furf, and an amazing number
of the iilanders on the fhore abreail of them. Con-
cluding from this, that lieutenant Gore, and others

of our people had landed, v/e were impatient to know
the event. With a view of obferving their motions,

and being ready to afford them fuch effiftance as they

might occafionally require, the commodore kept as

near the fhore as was confiftent with prudence. Some
of the natives now and then brought a few cocoa nuts

to the fhips, and exchanged them for v/hatever was
offered them. Thefe occafional viGts diminifned the

captain's folicitude about our people who had landed.

At length, towards the evening, \we had the fatisfadion

of feeing the boats return. When our people got

on board, we found, that Mr. Gore, Mr. Anderfon,

Mr. Burney, and Omai were the only perfons who
had landed. The occurrences of the day were now
fully reported to the commodore by Mr. Gore.—Mr.
Anderfon's account of their tranfaftions, \vhich was

very circumftantial, and included fome obfcrvations

on the ifland and its inhabitants, v/as to the following

purport :

They rowed towards a fandy beach, wdiere a great

number of the natives had aiTembled, and came to

an anchor at the diftance of an hundred yards from
the reef. Several of the iflanders fvvam off", bringing

cocoa nuts with them -, and Omai gave them to un-

derlland that our people wTre defirous of landing.
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Soon after, two canoes came off; and to infpire the

natives with a greater confidence, Mr. Gore and his

companions refolved to go unarmed. Mr. Ander-

fon, and lieutenant Burney went in one canoe, a little

before the other ; and their condu6lors watching with

great attention the motions of the the furf, landed

them fafely on the reef. A native took hold of each

of them, with a view of fupporting them in walking

over the rugged rocks to the beach, where feveral

others holding in their hands the green boughs, met
them and faluted them by the junction of nofes.

They were conduced from the beach amidft a vaft

multitude of people, who flocked around them with

the moft eager curiofity ; and being led up an avenue

of cocoa palms, foon came to a number of men ar-

ranged in two rows, and armed with clubs. Pro-
ceeding onward among thefe, they found a perfon

who appeared to be a chief, fitting crofs legged on the

ground, and cooling himfelf with a kind of triangu-

lar fan, made from the leaf of the cocoa palm, with
a poliflied handle of black wood. He wore in his

hair large bunches of beautiful feathers of a red co-

lour, but had no other mark to diftinguilh him from
the reft of the people. Our two countrymen having
faluted him as he fat, marched on among the men
armed with clubs, and came to a fecond chief, adorn-

ed like the former, and occupied like him, in fanning

himfelf. He was remarkable for his fize and corpu-

lence, though he did not appear to be above thirty

years of age. They were conduced in the fame man-
ner to a third chief, who feemed older than the two
former ; he, alfo, was fitting, and was ornamented
with red feathers. After they had faluted him as they

had done the others, he defired them both to fit down;
which they willingly confented to, being greatly fa-

tigued, with walking, and with the extreme heat they

felt amidft the furrounding multitude.

VOL. vin.N M
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The people being ordered to feparate, Meifrs. An-
derfon and Burney faw, at a fmail dillance, about

twenty beautiful young women, adorned like the chiefs

with red feathers, engaged in a dance, which they

performed to a flow and folem.n air, lung by them
all. Our two gentlemen rofe up, and walked for-

ward to fee thefe dancers, who, without paying them
the fmalleft attention, itiil continued their dance.

They feemed to be direfted by a man, who, in the

capacity of a prompter, mentioned the feveral mo-
tions they were to make. They never changed the

fpot as Europeans do in dancing; and though their

feet were not entirely at reft, this exercife confiflied

more in moving their fingers very nimbly, holding

their hands at the fame time in a prone pofition near

the face, and occalionally clapping them together.

Their dancing and fmging were performed in the ex-

adtefb concert.

Before thefe beauteous females had finifhed their-

dance, our two countrymen heard a noife, as if fome
horfes had been galloping towards them; and, on

turning their eyes aiide, they faw the people armed
with clubs, who had been defired to entertain them,

as they fuppofed, with an exhibition of their mode of

fighting; which they now did, one party purfuing an-

other vv^ho ran away.

Lieutenant Burney and Mr. Anderfon began now
to look about for Mr. Gore and Omai, whom they at

length found coming up, as much incommoded by the

crowds of people as themfelves had been, and intro-

duced in the fame manner to the three chiefs. Each
of thefe ea,pe<5ting a prefent, Mr, Gore gave them
fuch things as he had brought with him for that pur-

pofe ; after which he informed the chiefs of his views

in comJng on ihore, but was defired to wait till the

next day before he fnould have what v/as wanted.

They now feemed to endeavour to feparate our gen-

tlemen from each other, every one of whom had his
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Tefpeflivc circle, to fiirround and gaze at him. Mr.
Anderfon was, ac one time, upwards of an hour apart

from his friends ; and when he toid the chief, who
was near him, that he wiflied to fpeak to Omai, his

requeft was peremptorily refufed. At the fame time

he found that the people pilfered feveral trifling things

which were in his pockety and on his complaining or

this treatment to the chief, he juftified their behaviour.

From thefe circumftances, Mr. Anderfon began to

apprehend that they defigned to detain our party among
them.

Mr. Burney going to the place where Mr. Anderfon
was, the latter informed him of his fufpicions ; and to

try whether they were well founded or not, they both

attempted to get to the beach ; but they v^^ere foon

fcopped by fome of the natives, who faid they muft

return to the place which they had left. On their com-
ing up, they found Omai under the fame apprehen-
fions ; but he had, as he imagined, an additional mo-
tive of terror J for, having obferved, that they had
dug a hole in the ground for an oven, which they were
now heating, he could affign no other reafon for it,

than that they intended to roaft and devour our party :

he even went fo far as to aflv them whether that was
their intention, at which they were much furprifed,

afiiing, in return, whether that cuftom. prevailed a-

rnoRg us.

Thus v/ere Mr. Anderfon and the others detained

the greateft part of the day, being fometimes feparated,

and fometimes together; but continually in a crowd,
who frequently defired them to uncover parts of their

ll'in, the fight of which ftruck the iflanders with admi-
ration. They a,t the fame time rifled the pockets ct'

our counti-ymen; and one of them fnauched from Mr.
Gore a bayonet, which hung by his fide. This being
reprefented to one of the chiefs, he pretended to fend
a perfon in fearch of it, but probably countenanced the

theft i for Omai foon after had a dagger ilolen from hi;-

fide in the faiTiC manner. They now brough.t Icir.e
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green boughs, as emblems of friendfhip, and flicking

the end of them in the ground, defired that our party

would hold them as they fat, giving them to underftand,

that they muft ftay and eat with them. The fight of a

pig lying near the oven which they had prepared and
heated, removed Omai's apprehenlions of being put

into it himfelf, and made him think that it might be

intended for the repaft of him and his three friends.

The chief alfo fent fome of his people to provide food

for the cattle, and they returned with a few plantain

trees, which they convtyed to the boats. In the mean
time Meflrs. Burney and Andcrfon made a fecond at-

tempt to get to the beach; but, on their arrival,

they found themfelvcs watched by people who feemed
to have been ftationed there for that purpofe ; for, when
Mr. Anderfon endeavored to wade in upon the reef,

one of them dragged him back by his clothes. They
alfo infifted upon his throwing down fome pieces of co-

ral that he had picked up, and, on his refufal to com-
ply, took them from him by force. Nor would they

fufFer him to retain fome fmall plants which he had ga-

thered. They likewife took a fan from Mr. Burney,

which, on his coming afhore he had received as a pre-

fent. Finding that obedience to their vi^iil was the only

method of procuring better treatment, the gentlemen
returned to the place they had quitted -, and the natives

now promifed, that, after they had partaken of a repaft

which had been prepared for them, they fnould be fur-

niflicd with a canoe to carry them off to their boats.

Accordingly, the fecond chief to whom they had been

prefented, having feated himfelf on a ^ow ftool, and

diredted the multitude to form a large ring, made them
fit down by him. A number of cocoa nuts were now
brought, with a quantity of baked plantains, and a piece

of the pig that had been dreffed, was placed before each

of them. Their fatigue, hov/ever, had taken away their

appetites , but they eat a little to pleafe their entertain-

ers. It being now near fun-fet, the ifianders fent down
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to the beach the remainder of the provifions that had
been dreffed, to be carried to the ihips. Our gentlemen

found a canoe prepared to put them off to their boats,

which the natives did with great caution 5 but as they

were pufhing the canoe into the furf, one of them fnacch-

ed a bag out of her, which contained a pocket piilol

belonging to Mr. Anderfon, who calling out to the

thief with marks of the highefi: difpleafure, he fwam
back to the canoe with the bag. The iflanders then

put them on board the boats, with the cocoa nuts, plan-

tains, and other provifions, and they immediately rov/ed

back to the fhips.

The reftrained fituation of thefe gentlemen gave them
very little opportunity of" obferving the country : for

they were feldom a hundred yards from the place where
they had been rni/oduced to the chiefs, and confe-

quently v/ere confined to the furrounding objefts. The
chiefs, and other perfons of rank, had two little balls,

with a common bafe, made of bone, which they hung
round their necks with fmall cord. Red feathers arc

here confidered as a particular mark of diftinftion -, for

none but the chiefs, and the young women who danc-
ed, aiTumed them.
Many of the natives were armed with fpears and

clubs, the latter of which v, ere generally about fix

feet long, made of a hard black wood, neatly poiiili-

ed. The fpears v/ere formed of the fame wood, fim-

ply pointed, and were in general twelve feet long; but

fome were fo fhort as to feem intended for darts.

They preferved their canoes from the fun under the

ihade of various trees. Our gentlemen faw eight or

ten of them, all double ones ; that is, two fmgle ones

failened together by rafters laflied acrofs. They were

about four fttt deep, and in length about twenty ittty

and the fides were rounded v/ith a plank raifed upon
theim. Two of thefe canoes were curioully ftained

all over with black, in innumerable fmall figures, as

triangles, fquares, &c. and were far fiiperior to any

thing of the kind Mr. Anderfon had ever fcen at any
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other ifland in the South-Sea. The paddles Vs^ere al-

moft eUiptical, and about four feet long.

The foil, towards the fea^ is nothing more than a

bank of coral, generally fteep and rugged, which,

though it has probably been for many centuries expo-

fed to the weather, has fujffered no farther change than

becoming black on its furface.

It has been already mentioned, that Omai was fent

upon this expedition as Mr, Gore's interpreter j which,

perhaps, was not the only fervice he performed this

day. He was queftioned by the natives concerning

us, our country, our fhips, and arms ; in anfwer to

which, he told them, among many other particulars,

that our country had fl:iips as large as their ifland, on
board of which were implements ofwar(defcribing our

guns) of fuch dimenfions, as to contain feveral people

within them j one of which could demolifh the ifland

at one fhot. As for the guns in our two fhips, he ac-

knowledged that they were but fmall in comparifon

with the former i yet even with thefe, he faid, we
could with great eafe, at a confiderable diftance, de-

fbroy the ifland, and every foul in it. On their enqui-

ring by what means this could be done, Omai produ-

ced fome cartridges from his pocket, and having fub-

niicted to inipe6tion the balls, and the gunpowder by
.which they were to be fet in motion, he difpofed the

latter upon the ground, and, by means of a piece of

lighted wood, fet it on fire. The fudden blaft, the

mingled flame and fmoke, that infbantaneoufly fucceed-

cd, filled the natives with fuch aftonifhment, that they

no longer doubted the formidable pov/er of our wea-

pons. Had it not been for the terrible ideas they

entertained of the guns ofourfnips, from this fpecimen

oftheir mode of operation, it was imagined that they

would have detained the gentlemen the whole night j

for Omai alTured them, that if he and his friends did

not return on board the fame day, they might expetl

that the commodore would fire upon the ifland.
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The natives of this ifland call ic by the name of

Wateeoo. It is fitiiated in the longitude of 201'' 45 ''

eaft, and in the latitude of 20° i ' Ibuth, and is about

fix leagues in circuit. It is a beautiful fpot, with a

furface covered with verdure, and compofed of hills

and plains. The foil, in fome parts, is light and

fandy : but, farther up the country, we faw from the

fhip, by the affifLance of our glalTes, a reddifh calt

on the rifmg grounds. There the ifianders build their

houfes, for we could perceive feveral of them, Vv'hich

were long and fpacious. Its produce is nearly the

fame with that of Mangeea Nooe Nainaiwa, the ifland

we had lafl quitted.

If we may depend on Omai's report of what he

learned from his three countrymen in the courfe of

their converfation, the manners of the people of Wa-
teeoo, their general habits of life, and their method
of treating ftrangers, greatly refemble thofe that pre-

vail at Otaheite, and its neighbouring iflands.

There is aifo a great fimilarity between their religious

opinions and ceremonies. From every circumftance,

indeed, it may be confidercd as indubitable, that the

inhabitants of Wateeoo derive their defcent from the

fame ftock, which has fo remarkably difFufed itfelf

over the immenfe extent of the Southern Ocean.

Calms and light airs having alternately prevailed all

the night of the 3d of April, before day-break the east-

erly fwell had carried the fhips fome diftance from Wa-
teeoo; but having failed of procuring, at that place,

Ibme effeftual fupply, there appeared no reafonfor our

continuing there any longer ; we therefore willingly

quitted it, and fleered for the ifland which we had dif-

covered three days before.

V/e got up with it about ten o'clock in the morning,

when captain Cook immediately difpatched Mr. Gore
with two boats, to fee if he could land, and get lubfiil-

ence for our cattle. Though a reef furrounded the land

here, as at Wateeoo, and a confiderable furf broke
againft the rocks, our boats no fooner reached the weft
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fide of the ifland, but they ventured in, and Mr. Gore

and his attendants arrived fafe on fhore. Captain Cook
feeing they had fo far fucceeded, fent a fmall boat to

know if any farther afliftance was required. She wait-

ed to take in a lading of the produce of the ifiand, and

did not return till three o'clock in the afternoon i be-

ins; cleared, ilie v/as fent again for another cargo : the

jolly boat was alfo difpatched upon the fame bufinefs,

with orders for Mr. Gore to return with the boats be-

fore ni^ht, which orders were pun6lually obferved.

The fupply obtained here was about two hundred

cocoa nuts for ourfelves, and for our cattle fome grafs,

and a quantity of the leaves and branches of young

cocoa-trees, and the pandanus.

This iflaud lies about three or four leagues from

Wateeoo, the inhabitants of which call it Otakootaia.

It is in the latitude of 19'' 15'fouth, and the longitude

of 2,01^ 37'eaft, and is fuppofcd not to exceed three

miles in circuit.

This ifiand is entirely deftitute of water. Cocoa
palms were the only common trees found there, of

which there were feveral clufters, and great quantities

of the wharra, or pandanus.

At this tim.e there were no fixed inhabitants upon

the ifland; but we difcovered a few empty huts, which

convinced us of its being, at leaft, occafionally vifited.

Monuments, confiding of feveral large ftones, were

alfo erefted under the iliade of fome trees : there were

alfo fome fmaller ones, with which feveral places v/ere

inclofed, where Vv^e fuppofed their dead had been bu-

ried. We found in one place a great many cockle

iliells, of a particular fort, finely grooved, and larger than

the firil; from which it was conjeftured, that the ifland

had been vifittd by perfons who fome times feed on

fhell-fiili. Mr. Gore left fome nails and a hatchet in

one of the huts, for the ufe of thofe who might vifit

the ifland in future.

The boats being hcifted in, vvc made fail again to

the northward, refolvino- to try our fortune at Her-
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vey's Ifland, which was difcovered by captain Cook in

1773, during his laft voyage. We got fight of it

about day-break in the morning of the 6th, at the dif-

tance of about three leagues. We approached it about

eight o'clock, and obferved feveral canoes coming
from the fhofe towards the fhips.

Advancing ftiii towards the ifland, fix or feven

double canoes immediately came near us, with from

three to fix men in each of them. At the diflancc of

about a ft:one's throw from the lliip they flopped, and

it was with difficulty that Omai prevailed on them to

come along fide ; but they could not be induced to

trufi: themf'dves on board. Indeed, their diforderly

behaviour did not indicate a difpofition to trufc us,

or to treat us well. They attempted to fteal fome
oars out of the difcovery's boat, and fi:ruck a man
for endeavouring to prevent them. They alfo cut away
a net Containing meat, which hung over the fliern of

that fbip, and at firft would not rcftore it, though they

afterwards permitted us to purchafe it from them.

Thofe who were about the Refolution, behaved equal-

ly diforderly and daring ; for, with a fort of hooks
made of a long flick, they openly endeavoured to rob

us of feveral things, and actually got a frock belonging

to one of our people. It appeared, that they had a

knowledge of bartering, for they exchanged fome
fiih for fome of our fmall nails, of which they were
extravagantly fond, and called them goore. Pieces of

paper, or any other trifling article that was thrown to

them, they caught with the greateft avidity ; and if

what was thrown fell into the fea, they immediately

plunged in to fwim after it.

Though the diftance betvv'een Hervey's Ifiand and
Wateeoo is not very great, the inhabitants differ great-

ly from each other, both in perfon and difpofition.

The colour of the natives of Hervey's Ifland is of a

deeper call, and feveral of them had a fierce favage

afpcft, like the natives of New-Zealand, though fome
vo\.. vui. N
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were fairer. Their hair v/as long and black, either

hanging loofe about their fnoulderSj or tied in a bunch,

on the top of the head. Their clothing was a nar-

row piece of mat, bound feveral times round the lower

part of the body, and paiTmg between the thighs.

Their food confided of cocoa-nuts, fifh, and turtle ;

being deflitute of dogs and hogs, and the ifland not

producing bread-fruit or plantains. Their canoes (near

thirty of which appeared one time in fight) are tole-

rably large, and well-built, and bear fome refemblance

to thofe of A¥ateeoo.

"VVe drew near the north-wefr part of the ifiand about «

one o'clock. This feemed to be the only part where ]

we could expert to find anchorage, or a landing place l

for our boats. Captain Cook immediately difpatched
\

lieutenant King, with two armed boats, to found and
i

reconnoitre the coaft.

The boats returned at three o'clock, and Mr. Kino-
:i

informed captain Cook, that he could find no ancho- ^

rage for the fhips ; and that the boats could advance
,

no farther than the outer edge of the reef, which was ;

ahnoft a quarter of a mile from the dry land -, that ;

a number of the natives came upon the reef, armicd ;

v,ith clubs and long pikes, meaning, as he fuppofed, ,•

to oppofe his landing, though, at the fame time, they
\

threw cocoa nuts to our people, and requefted them
]

to come on fnore i and, notvvithfranding this feeming ^

friendly treatm.ent, the women were very aftive in i

bringing dov^n a frefh fupply of darts and fpears. [

Captain Cook confidered that,, as we could not I

bring the fnips to anchor, the attempt to procure grafs
;

heie VvO'uId be attended with delay and danger. Being
]

thus diiappointed in all the iflands after our leaving
\

New- Zealand, and having, from variety of circum- i

fiances, been unavoidably retarded in our progrefs, it
j

was in vain to think of doing any thing this year in
;

the high latitude of the northern hemilphere, from ;

which v;e v/ere then fo far diilant, though it was then
j

the iealbn f^r our operations there. Thus fituated,
\
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it was neceffaiy to purfae fuch meafures as appeared

befi calculated to prelerve our cattle, and lave the

itores and provifions of the lliips -, the better to en-

able us to profecute our northern difcoveries, which

could not now commence till a year later than was in-

tended.

He, therefore, determined to bear away for the

Friendly illands, v»'here he knew he could be well fup-

plied with every thing he wanted j and it being ne-

ceffary to run night and day, he ordered captain Gierke

to keep a league a-head of the Refoiution, becaufc

his fnip could befi; claw off the land which \we might

pOiTibly fall in with, in our paffage.

In order to fave our water, captain Cook ordered

the fiill to be kept at work a whole day ^ during which

time v/e procured about fifteen gallons of frefli water.

Light breezes continued till Thurfday the loth,

when the wind blew fome hours frefh from the north

.and north-north-wefl:. In the afternoon v/e had fome
very heavy rain, attended with thunder fqualls. We
coliefted as much rain v/ater as filled five of our pun-
cheons. When thefe fqualls had blown over, the wind
v^as very unfettled, both in ilrength and pofition, till

the next day at noon, v/lien it fixed at north- weft and

north-north-weft, and blew a frefli breeze.

We were perfecuted v.'ith the wdnd in our teeth, and

had the additional mortification to find thofe very v.'inds

here which we had reafon to expeft farther fouth. At
day-break, on the 13th, we perceived Paimerfton's

iiland, at the diftance of about five leagues, but did

not get up with it till the next morning at eight. Cap-
tain Cook then diipatched three boats from the Refo-

iution, and one from the Difcovery, with a proper

officer in each, to iearch for a convenient landing place j

we being now under an abfolute necefTity of procuring

here fome provender for our cattle, or we muft cer-

tainly have loft them.

V/hat is called Palme rfton's Ifland confifts of a group
of imall iflecs, about nine or ten in number, connefted
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together by a reef of coral rocks, and lying in a circular

dire6lion. The boats firft examined the moft fouth-

eafterly illet, and, not fucceeding there, ran down to

the fecond, where they immediately landed. Captain

Cook then bore down with the lliips, till we were

abreaft of the place, where we kept ftanding off and on,

there being no bottom to be found to anchor upon
j

this, however, was of no material confequence, as

there were no human beings upon the ifland, except

the party who had landed from our boats.

At one o'clock one of the boats returned, laden with

fcurvy grafs and young cocoa trees, which was, at this

time, a moil excellent repaft for our animals on board.

A meffage was alfo brought from Mr. Gore, who com-
manded the parry upon this expedition, acquainting

us, that the ifland abounded with fuch produce, and

alio with thf wharra tree and cocoa nuts. In confe-

quence of this information, captain Cook determined

to get a fufficient fupply of theJe articles before he

quitted this ftationj and accordingly went on lliore in

a fmall boat accompanied by the captain of the Dif-

covery. The ifland does not exceed a mile in circum-

ference, and is not elevated above three feet beyond
the level of the fea. It conflfted almoft entirely of a

coral fand, with a fmall mixture of blackifli mould,

which appeared to be produced from rotten vegetables.

At one part of the reef, which bounds the lake

within, almofl: even with the furface, there v/as a large

bed of coral, which afforded a mofl enchanting prof-

ped:. Its bafe, which was fixed to the fliore, extended

fo far that it could not be feen, fo that it appeared to

be fufpended in the water. Even this delightful fcene

was greatly improved by the multitude of fiflies that

gently glided along, feeraingly with the moft perfe6l

fecurity. Their colours were the moft beautiful that

p m be imagined .; blue, yellow, black, &c. far ex-

celling any thing that can be produced by art. The
richnefs of this fubmarine ^TOtto was prcatlv increaf-

ed by their various forms ; and the whole could not
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polTibly be furveyed without a pleafing tranfport, ac-

companied, at tlie fame time, with regret, that a work
fo aftonifhingiy elegant fhouid be concealed in a place

ib feldom explored by the human eye.

The 15th, like the preceding day, was fpent in

colleding fubfiiience for the cattle, confifting princi-

pally of tender branches of the wharra tree, palm-

cabbage, and young cocoa-nut trees. A fuflicient

fupply of thefe having been procured by fun-fet, cap-

tain Cook ordered all the people on board ; but, hav-

ing very little wind, he determined to employ the next

day in endeavouring, from the next ifland to leeward,

to get fome cocoa nuts for our people : for this pur-

pofc, we kept fbanding off and on all night, and about

nine o'clock in the morning, we went to the weft fide

of the iflands, and landed from our boats with little

difficulty. The people immediately em.ployed them-

felves in gathering cocoa nuts, which we found in

the greateft plenty : but it was a tedious opera cion to

convey them to our boats, being obliged to carry them
half a mile over the reef, up to the middle in water.

Omai, who accompanied us, prcfently caught with a

fcoop net as many iifh as fupplied the party on fhore

for dinner, befides fending a quantity to each fl:iip.

Men of war and tropic birds were found here in abun-

dance ; fo that we fared moft fiimptuoufly. Before

night the boats made two trips, and were each time

heavy laden 3 with the laft, captain Cook returned on
board, leaving his third lieutenant, Mr. Williamfor,

with a party, to prepare another lading for the boats

againft the next morning.

Accordingly, captain Cook difpatched them about

fcven o'clock, and by noon they returned laden. No
delay was made in fending them back for another

cargo, with orders for all to be on board by fun-let.

Thefe' orders being punctually obeyed, we hoifted in

the boats, and failed to the wcflvrard, with a light air

from the north.
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The iilet we lad came from is fomewhat larger than

the other, aimoft covered with cocoa pahp.s. The
other produftions were the fame as at the firft iflet.

The iflets comprehended under the name ofPaimer-
ilon's Ifland, may be faid to be the fummit of a reef

of corai rock, covered only with a thin coat of fandj

though clothed v/ith trees and plants, like the low-

grounds of the high ifiands of this ocean.

Having left Palmerilon's Ifland, we fleered weft,

in order to proceed to Annamooka. We had variable

winds with fqualls, fome thunder, and much rain.

The fhowers being very copious, we faved a confide-

rable quantity of water ; and as we could procure a

greater fupply in one hour by the rain than by diitii-

lation in a month, we laid the ftill afide, as being at-

tended with more trouble than advantage.

The heat, which had continued in the extreme for

about a month, became much more difagreeable in

this clofe rainy weather, and we apprehended it would
foon be noxious ; it is, however, remarkable, that

there wa^ not then a fmgle perfon lick on board either

of the lliips.

We paffed Savage Ifland, which captain Cook dif-

covered in 1774, in the night between the 24th and

25th: and on the 28th, about ten o'clock in the morn-
ing, we faw the iflands to the caftward ofAnnamoo-
ka, bearing north by weft, about five, leagues diftant.

We fleered to the fouth, and then hauled up for An-
namooka. At the approach of night, the weather

being fqually, v.'ith rain, we anchored in fifteen fa-

thom.s water.

We had not long anchored when two canoes pad-

dled towards us, and came along fide v/ithout delay

orhefitation : there were four men in one of the ca-

noes, and three in the other. They brought with them
fom.e fugar cane, bread fruit, plantains, and cocoa

nuts, which they bartered v/ith us for nails. After

cheie canoes had left us, we were vifited by another -,
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but as night was approaching, he did not long con-

tinue with us. The ifland neareft to us was Koman-
go, which was five miles diftant.

At four o'clock the next morningj captain Cook
difpatched lieutenant King, with two boats, to Ko-
niango, in order to procure refrefliments ^ and at

five, made the fignal to weigh, to proceed to An-
namooka.
As fooii as day light appeared, we were vifited by

fix or feven canoes, bringing with them two pigs,

feme fowls, feverai large- wood-pigeons, fmall rails,

and fome violet-coloured coots, befides fruits and
roots of various kinds ; which they exchanged with

us for nails, hatchets, beads, &c. They had other

articles of commerce, but captain Cook gave parti-

cular orders that no curiofities fliould be purchafed
till the ihips were fupplied with provifions, and until

they had obtained permiffion from him.
About noon, Mr. King's boat returned with fe-

ven hogs, fome fowls, a qua-ntity of fruit and roots^,

and alfo fome grafs for our animals. His party was
treated with great civility at Komango. The inha-

bitants did not appear to be numerous ; and their huts,

which almoft joined to each other, v/ere but indiffer-

ent.

The boats being aboard, we ftood for Anamooka,
and, having little wind, we intended to go between
Anamooka-ette and the breakers at the fouth eafl

:

but, on drawing near, we met with very irregular

foundings, which oblidged us to relinquiili the deiign,

and go to the fouthward. The night was dark and
rainy, and we had the wind from every diredion.
The next morning, at day light, we were farther off

than we had been the preceeding evening, and the
wind was now right in our teeth.

We continued to ply to very little purpofe the
whole day, and in the evening anchored in thirty-nine

fathoms water.
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At four the next morning, captain Cook ordered

a boat to be hoifted out, and the mailer to found the

fouth-weft fide of Annamooka. when he returnedy

he reported, that he had founded between Great and

Little Annnamooka, where he found ten and twelve

fathoms depth of water ; that the place was very well

sheltered from winds : but that no frefSi water was to

be had but at a confiderable diftance inland, and that,

even there, it was neither plentiful nor good. For
this very fufficient reafon, captain Cook refolved to

anchor on the north fide of the ifland, where, in his

laii voyage, he had found a convenient place for wa-
tering and landing.

Though not above a league diftant, we did not

reach it till about five o'clock in the afternoon, be-

ing retarded by the quantity of canoes that crowded
round the fhips, laden with abundant fupplies of the

produce of their ifland. Several of thefe canoes, which

were double, had a large fail, and carried between forty

and fifty men each. We came to an anchor in eigh-

teen fathoms water, the ifland extending from eaft to

fouth-wefi, about three quarters of a mile diftant.

Thus captain Cook refumed the ftation which he had

occupied v/hen he vilited Annamooka three years be-

fore.

The next day, during the preparations for v/atering,

captain Cook went afnore, in the forenoon, accompa-

nied by captain Cierke, and others, to fix on a place

for fetting up the obfervatories, the natives having

readily granted us permiflion. They fhewed us every

mark of civility, and accommodated us with a boat-

noufe, which anfwered the purpofe of a tent. Too-
bou, the chief of the iiland, conducted captain Cook
and Omai to his houfe, lituated on a pleafant fpot, in

the centre of his plantation. It was furrounded with a

grafs plat, which, he laid, was for the purpofe of

cleanfing their fecx before they entered his habita-

tion. Such an attention to cleanlinels we had ne-

ver obferved before, wherever we had vifitcd in this
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ocean, though we afterwards found it to be very

common at the Friendly Iflands. No carpet in an

Englifli drawing-room could be kept neater than the

mats which covered the floor of Toubou's houfe.

While we were on fhore wc bartered for fome hogs

and fruit, and, when we arrived on board, the fhips

v/ere crowded with the natives. As very few of them

came empty handed, we were fpeediiy fupplied with

every refrefhment.

Our various operations on fliore began the next day.

Some were bufied in making hay, others in filUng our

water-cafl<vS, and a third party in cutting wood. On
the fame day, Meffrs. King and Bailey began to obferve

equal altitudes of the fun, in order to get the rates of

our time-keepers.

On the 4th of May, the Difcovcry loft her fmall

bower anchor, the cable being cut in two by the rocks.

On the 7th, the Difcovery having found her fmall

bower anchor, lliifted her birth; but not till after her

beft bower cable had met with the fate of the other.

A large junk axe having been ftolen out of the iliip

by one of the natives, on the firft day of our arrival

at Annamooka, application was made to Feenou, the

king of the illand, to exert his authority to get it re-

ftored; who gave orders for that purpofe, which ex-

acted fuch implicit obedience, that it was brought on
board before we had finifhed our dinner. ' We had,

indeed, many opportunities of remarking how expert

thefe people were in thievery. Even fome of their

chiefs were not ailiamed of a6ling in that profeffion.

On the 9th of May one of them was detefted carrying

out of the Ihip the bolt belonging to the fpun-yarn

winch, which he had carefully concealed under his

clothes ; for this offence captain Cook fentenced him
to receive a dozen laines, and to be confined till he

paid a hog for his liberty. Though after this circum-

ftance v/e were troubled with no more thieves of rank.,

their fervants or fLivcr, were conlbmtly employ&d in

VOL. viir, O
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this dirty bufinefs, and they received a flogging witFs

as much feeming indifirrence as if it had been upon: 'i

the mainmaft. When any of them were caught in the
\

a6l of thieving, inftead of interceding in their behalf,
\

their mailers would often advife us to kill them. This \

being a punifhment we were not fond of inflifting,
i

they ufually efcaped without any kind of punifhment.
\

They were alike infenfible of the fhame and torture of
]

corporal chaftifement. At length, however, captain :

Gierke contrived a mode of treatment, which we fup-
i

pofed had fome eifeft. Immediately upon deteftion i

he ordered their heads to be completely fhaved, and
\

thus pointed them out as objects of ridicule to their
'

countrymen, and put our people upon their guard, to
;

deprive them of future opportunities for a repetition -

of their thefts, .!

Feenou was fo fond of our company, that he dined on
j

board every day though he did not always partake of I

our fare. On the loth his fervants brought him a mefs
\

which had been drefTed on fliore, confiftingoffifh, foup^
]

and yams ; cocoa-nut liquor had been ufed inftead of i

water, in which the fifh had been boiled or ftewed j

(perhaps in a wooden veffel with hot ftones) and it was
\

carried on board on a plantain leaf Captain Cook
\

tafted of the mefs, and was fb well plealed with it, that
]

he afterwards ordered Ibme fifh to be drelled in the
\

fame way ; but, though his cook fucceeded tolerably \

well, it was much inferior to the difh he attempted to
\

imitate.
'

Having, in a great meafure, exhaufted the ifland of i

almoft every article of food, on Sunday, the nth of i

May, we removed from the fliore the obfervatories,
\

horfeSj and other things that we had landed -, intend- ]

ing to fail as foon as the Difcovery fliould have found
i

her beft bower anchor. Feenou, hearing that the cap-

tain meant to proceed to Tongataboo, earneftly en-
j

treated him to alter his plan ; expreffing as much aver- ]

fion to it, as if, by diverting him from it, he wifned
|

to promote fome particular incereil of his own. He
;
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warmly recommended a group of iilands, called Ha-
paee, lying to the north-eaft -, where, he affured us,

we could be eafiy and plentifully fupplied with every

refrelliment, and even offered to attend us thither in

perfon. In confequence of his advice, Hapaee was

made choice of j and, as it had not been vifited by any

European Ihips, the furveying it became an object to

captain Cook.
On Tuefday the 13th, captain Clerk's anchor was

happily recovered, and, on the morning of the 14th.,

we got under fail and left Annamooka.
Though this ifland is fomewhat higher than the other

fmall illes that furround it, yet it is lower than Man-
oeea and Wateeoo, and even thofe are but of a jnode-

rate height. The fhore where our lliips lay, confifts of

a fteep, rugged rock, about nine or ten feet high, ex-

cept two fandy beaches, which are defended from the

fea by a reef of the fame fort of rock„ In the centre

of the ifland there is a falt-water lake, about a mile and

a half in breadth, round which the ground rifes with a

gradual afcent and we could not trace its having any com-
munication with the fea. On the rifmg parts of the

iiland, and efpecially towards the fea, the foil is

either of a blackifh loofe mould, or a reddifh clay : but

there is not a ftream of frelh water to be found in anv

part of the ifland.

The land here is well cultivated except in a few places ;

and though fome parts appear to lie wafte they are only

left to recover the ftrength exhaufted by conllant culture

for we ofte'n faw the natives at work upon thefe fpots,

in order to plant them again. Yams and plantains form
their principal plantations; many of which are very

extenfive, and enciofed with fences of reed about fix

feet high. Fences of lefs compafs were often i'ecn

within thefe, furrounding the houfes of the principal

people. The bread fruit and cocoa-nut trees are intei--

fperfed Vv'ithout any regular order, but principally near

the habitations of the natives. The other parts of the

iPiand, efoecidiy tov/ards the fea; and round the lake, arv



loS A VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

covered with luxuriant trees and bullies, among which
there are a great many mangroves and fatanoo trees.

In the dire6t track to Hapaee, whither we were now
bound, to the north and north-eaft" of Annamooka, a

great number of fmall ifles are feen. Amidfl: the rocks

and fnoals adjoining to this group, we were doubtful

whether there was a free pafiage for fliips of fuch

magnitude as ours, though the natives failed through

the intervals in their canoes -, therefore, when we
weighed anchor from Annamooka, Ave fteered to go
to the weftward of the above ifland, and north-north-

weft towards Kao and Toofoa, two iflands remarkable

for their great height, and the moft: wefteriy of thofe

in fight. Feenou, with his attendants, remained in

the Refoiution till about noon, and then entered the

large failing canoe which had brought him from Ton-
gataboo, and ftood in among the clufter of iflands,

of which we were now abreaft.

In the afternoon, about four o'clock, we fteered to

the north, leaving Toofoa and Koa on our larboard.

We intented to have anchored for the night, but it

arrived before we could find a place in lefs than fifty

fathoms water ; and we rather chofe to fpend the night

under fail, than come to in fuch a depth. j

In the afternoon we had been v^ithin two leagues '^

of Toofoa, and obferved the fmoke of it feveral times i

in the day. There is a volcano upon it, of v/hich
|

the Friendly Iflanders entertained fome fuperftitious
;

notions, and call it, Kollof;ea, faying, it is an Otooa,
]

or divinity. We were informed that it fometimcs
\

throv/s up very large ftones, and the cratar is corn-
j

pared to the fize of a fmall iilet, which has not ceafed i

fmcking in the memory of the inhabitants, nor have
\

they any tradition that it ever did. We were told
\

that Toofoa was but thinly inhabited, but that the ;

water upon it was excellent. i

At day break, on the 15th, we were not far from ;

Koa, which is a large rock of a ccnic figure : v.e .

fteered to the pailage between Footooha and Haf^iva,
|
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with a gentle breeze at fouth-eali. About ten o'clock,

Feenou came on baardj and continued with las a'll

day. He broiighi with him a cjuantityof fruit and

two hogs ; and in the courfc of the day, feveral ca-

noes came to barter quantities of the former articles,

which were very acceptable to us, as cur flock began
to be low. At noon, our latitude was 19^ 49'' 45'^

fouth, and we had made feven miles of lonoitude

from Annam.ooka,

After having paffed Footooha, we met with a reef

of rocks, and there being but little vv'ind, it was at-

tended v^ith fome difficulty to keep clear of them.
Having paffed this reef, v/e hauled up for Neeneeva,
a fmali low ifle in the direftion of eall-north-eafl from
Footooha, in hopes of finding an anchorage, but were
again difappointed : for, notwithllanding we had land

in every dire6lion, the fea vv-as unfathomable.

At day break on the i6th, we lleered with a gentle

breeze at fouth-eaft for Hapaee, v/hich was now in

fight i and perceived it to be low land, from the trees

only appearing above the water. At nine o'clock we
faw it plainly forming three iflands, nearly equal infize,-

and faon after, a fourth appeared to the fouthward of
thefe, as large as any of the others. Each of the iflands

appeared to be of a fimilar height and appearance, and
about fix or fcvcn miles in length. The moft north-

ern of them is called Haanno, the next Foa, the third

Lefooga, and the fourth Hoolaiva ; but they are all four

included under the general name of Hapaee.
By the funfet Vv-e got up with the northernm.ofl: of

thefe iiles, where we experienced the fame diftrefs for

v^'ant of anchorage that we did the two preceding even-
ings ; having another night to fpend under fail, with
land and breakers in every diredion. Feenou, v;ho

had been on board all day, went forward to Hapaee in

tiiie evening, and took Omai with him in the canoe.

He was not unmindful of pur difagreeablc fituation,

and kept up a good fire the whole night, by way of a

land mark.
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At day light on the 17th, being then clofe in with

the land called Foa, we perceived it was joined to

HaannOj by a reef running from one ifland to the other,

even with the furface of the fea. Captain Cook dif-

patched a boat to look for anchorage -, and a proper

place was found. We were not above three quarters

of a mile from the fhore ; and as we lay before a creek

in the reef, it was convenient landing at all times.

As foon as we had anchored, we were furrounded by
a multitude of canoes, and our fhips were prefently fil-

led with the natives. They brought with them hogs,

fowls, fruits, and roots, which they exchanged for cloth,

knives, beads, nails, and hatchets. Feenou and Omai
having come on board early in the morning, in order

to introduce captain Cook to the people of the ifland,

he foon accompanied them on fliore for that purpofe.

The chief condu6led the captain to a hut, fituated

clofe to the fea beach, which was brought thither but

a few minutes before for his reception. In this Feenou,

Omai, and captain Cook were feated. The other chiefs

and the multitude fronting them on the outfide, and

theyalfo feated themfelves. Captain Cook being afl<;ed

how long he intended to ftay, anfwered, five days. Ta-
ipa v/as therefore ordered to fit by him, and declare

this to the people. He then harrangued them in words

nearly to the following purport, as we afterwards were
informed by Omai. He exhorted both old and young
to look upon captain Cook as a friend, who meant to

continue with them a few days ; and that during his

ftay among them, they would not fteal any thing from

him, nor offend him in any other manner. He informed

them, that it was expedted they Inould bring hogs,

fowls, fruit, &c. to the fliips ; for which they would

receive in exchange, fuch articles as he enumerated.

Soon after Taipa had delivered his addrefs to the ai-

fembly, Feenou left them, on which captain Cook w^as

informed by Taipa, that it was neceifary he fhould

make a prefcnt to Eraoupa, the chief of the ifland.

The captain being not unprepared for this, gave him
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(uch articles as far exceeded his expe6lation. This li-

berality created fimilar demands from two chiefs of
other ifles who were prefent, and even from Taipahim-
felf

Feenou now refumed his feat, ordering Eraoupa to

fit by him, and harangue the people, as Taipa had
done, which he did nearly to the fame purpofe.

Their ceremonies over, the chief, at the captain's

requeft, condufted him to the three ftagnant pools of
what he called freili water ; in one of which the water

was indeed tolerable, and the fituation convenient for

filling our cafl-cs.

On Sunday the i8th, early in the morning, Feenou
and Omai, v/ho now flept on fhore with the chief,

came on board to requefi: captain Cook's prefence

upon the ifland. He accompanied them, and upon
landing, v/as conducted to the place where he had
been feated the preceding day, and where he beheld

a large concourfe of people already afiembled. Though
he imagined that fomething extraordinary was in agi-

tation, yet he could not conjefture what, nor could

Omai give him any information.

Soon after he was feated, about an hundred of the

natives appeared, and advanced, laden with yams,
plantains, bread fruit, cocoa nuts, and fugar canes^

their burdens were depofited on our left. A number
of others arrived foon after, bearing the fame kind of
articles, which were collefted into two piles on the

right fide. To thefe were faftened two pigs, and half

a dozen fowls -, and to thefe upon the left, fix pigs

and two turtles. Eraoupa feated himfelf before the

articles on the left fide, and another chief before thofe

upon the right ; they being, it was fuppofcd, the two
chiefs who had procured them by order of Feenou,
who was as implicitly obeyed here, as he had been at

Annamooka, and who had probably laid this tax upon
the chiefs of Hapaee for the prefent occafion.

When this munificent colleftion of proviiions was
placed in order, and advantageoufly difpofed, the
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bearers of it joined the multitude, who formed a cir-

cle round the whole. Immediately after, a number
of men armed with clubs, entered this circle or areaj

where they paraded about for a few minutes, and then

ene half of them retired to one fide and the other half

tO' the other fide, feating themfelves before the fpefta-

tors. Prefently after they fuccefilvely entertained us

with iingle combats ; one champion from one fide

challenging thofe from the other fide, partly by words,

but more by expreiiive geftures, to fend one of their

party to oppofe him. The challenge was in general'

accepted : the two combatants placed themlelves in

proper attitudes, and the engagement began, which
continued till one of them yielded, or till their wea-

pons were broken. At the conclufion of each combaty

the victor fquatted himfclf clown before, the chief, then'

immedia.tely rofe up and retired. Some eld men whc
feemed to prefide as judges, gave their plaudits in a

Tery few words : and the multitude, efpecially thofe

en the fide of the conqueror, celebrated the glory he

had acquired in two or thre^ loud huzzas.

This entertainment v/as fometimes fufpended for a-

fhort fpace, and the intervals of time were filled up
Vy^th wrefding and boxing matches. The firft were

performed in the manner pradtifed at Otaheite, and |

the fecond differed very little from the Engliili man- ji

ner. A couple of fbout wenches next ilepped forth, |

and without ceremony began boxing with as much
dexterity as the men. This conteil, however, was

but of fxiort duration, for in the fpace of half a mi-

nute one of them gave it up. The vielorious heroine

was applauded by the fpedlators, in the fame man-
ner as the fuccefsful comibatants of the other (exJ.

Though we exprelTed fomie difapprobation at thi

part of the entertainment, it did not hinder two othe

females from enterino- the liirs, who feemed to be fDi-l

rited girls, .and if two old women had not interpofedi^

to part them., would probably have given each other |

a GTOod drubbing. .At leail: three thoufand foedators, ',
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Were prefent when thefe combats were exhibited, and

every thing was conduced with the moil perfect good
humour on all fides ; though fome of the champions

of both fexes received blows which they miifb have

felt the efFe6l of for fome time after.

The diverfions being finilhed, the chief informed

I

captain Cook, that the provifions on our right hand

I

were a prefent to Omai ; and that thofe on our left^

making about two- thirds of the whole quantity, were
; intended for him, and that he might fuit his own con-

venience in taking them on board.

Four boats were loaded with the munificence of

Feenou, whofe favours exceeded any captain Cook
I had ever received from the fovereigns of any of the

iflands which he had vifited in the Pacific ocean. He
therefore embraced the firft opportunity of convincing

\
Feenou, that he was not infenfible of his liberality j-

by bellowing upon him fuch commodities as he fup-

pofed were mod valuable in his eftimation. Feenou
1 was fo highly pleafed with the return that was made
him, that he left the captain ftill indebted to him, by
fending him two large hogs, fome yams, and a con-

I

flderable quantity of cloth.

I
Feenou having expreffed a defire to fee the marines

I perform their exercife, captain Cook ordered them
i all afhore on the morning of the 20th of May. After

] they had gone through various evolutions, and fired

feveral voUies, which feemed to give pleafure to our

I

numerous fpe6lators, the chief, in his return, entertain-

I ed us with an exhibition, which was performed with

I

an exaftnefs and dexterity far furpaffing what they

?! had feen of our military manoeuvres. It was a kind
ii of dance, performed by men, in which one hundred
and five perfons were eno-aQ-ed ; each havins; an in-

I

ftrument m his hand refembling a paddle, two feet

Is ^nd a half long, with a thin blade and a finall handle.

? With thefe inftruments various flourilhes were made,,

1 each ofwhich was accompanied with a different move-
' ment or a different attitude of the body. At firil.s

VOL. viii. P
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the dancers ranged themfclves in three lines, and fo

changed their itations by different evolutions, that

thole who had been in the rear came into the front.

At one part of tlie performance, they extended them-
felves in one line, afterwards they formed themfelves-

into a f-micircle, and then into two fquare columns.

During the lail movement, one of them came forward,

and performed an antic dance before captain Cook,
with which the entertainment ended.

The mufic that accompanied the dances was pro-

duced by two drums, or rather log:3 of v/ood, from
which they forced forae varied notes by beating on
them v/ith tv>?o flicks. The dancers, however, did

not appear to be much afiifted or dire6ted by thefe

founds ; but by a chorus of vocal mufic, in which all

the performers joined. Their fong was rather melo-

dious, and their correfponding motions v/as fo fkil-

fully executed;, that the whole body of dancers ap-

peared as one regular machine. Such a performance

would have been applauded even on an European the-

atre. It far exceeded any attempt that we had made
to entertain them; infomuch that they feemed to

plume themfelves on their fuperiority over us. They
:

efceemied none of our miufical inftruments, except the i

drum., and even thought that inferior to their own.
They held our French horns in the highefl: contempt,

and would not pay the fmailcil aicention to them, ei-

ther here or at any other of the iflands.

To give them a more favourable opinion of the

amufemients and fuperior attainments of the Englilli,

captain Cook ordered fom.e fireworks to be prepared ^

and, after it was dark, exhibited them in the prefence

of Feenou, and a vaft multitude of people. They
were highly entertained with the performance in ge-

neral 5 but our water and licy rockets in particular,

ailoniilied them beyond all conception. They now
admitted that the fcale was turned in our favour.

This was followed by every exertion of the natives

to entertain us, and their mufic and dancing Vv^ere
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continued for forne rime, in which the women had

no inconfiderabie lliare, moving with much grace and

agility.

Soon after a perfon unexpeSediy entered, making
fome ludicrous remarks on the fireworks that had
been exhibited, whicli extorted a burft of laughter

from the crowd. We had then a dance by the at-

leFxdants of Feenou -, tliey formed a double circle of

twenty -four each round the chorus, and joined in a

genck Toothing fong, accompanied with motions of

the head and hands. They alfo began with flow move-
ments, which gradually became more and more rapidj

and finally clofed with feveral very ingenious tranfpo-

iitions of the two circles.

The feilivity of this memorable night concluded
with a dance, in which the principal people afllfted.

In many refpe6ts it refembled the preceding ones, but

they increafed their motions to a prodigious quicknefs^

fnaking their heads from ilioulder to fhoulder, info-

much, that they appeared in danger of diflocating their

necks. This wais attended with a clapping of the hands,

and a kind of a favage holla! or fhrick. A perfon, on
one fide, repeated fomething in a truly mufical reci-

tative, and with an air fo graceful, as might put fome
of our applauded performers to the blufh. He was
anfwered by another, and this was repeated leveral

times by the whole body on each fide ; and they finifh-

ed, by fmglng and dancing as they had begun.

The two laft dances were univerfally approved by
all the fpediators. They v/ere perfecftly in time, and
fome of their geftures were fo exprefuve, that it might
juftly be faid, they fpoke the language that accompa-
nied them.

The theatre for thefe performances was an open
fpace among the trees, bordering on the lea, with

lights, placed at fmali ijitervals, round the infide of

the circle. Though the concourfe of people was pretty

laro-e, their number was much inferior to that affembled

in the forenoon, v/hen the marines performed their
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exercife. At that time many of our gentlemen fup-

pofed there might be prefent five thoufand perfons, or

upward : but captain Cook fuppofes that to be rather

an exaggerated account.

The next day, which was the 2,1ft of May, captain

Cook made an excurfion into the ifland of Lefooga,

on foot, which he found to be, in fome refpefls, fu-

perior to Annamooka, the plantations being not only

more numerous, but alfo more extcnfive. Many
parts of the country, near the fea, are ftili wafte i

owing, perhaps, to the fandinefs of the foil. But, in

the internal parts of the ifland, the foil is better -, and

the marks of confiderable population, and of an

improved (late of cultivation, are very confpicuous.

Many of the plantations are enelofed in fuch a man-
ner, that the fences, running parallel to each other,

form fpacious public roads. Large fpots, covered

with the paper mulberry-trees, were obferved j and

the plantations, in general, were abundantly ftocked

with fuch plants and fruit-trees as the ifland produces.

To thefe the commodore made fome addition, by

fowing the feeds of melons, pumpkins, Indian corn,

&c. Near the landing place, we obferved a mount
two or three feet high, on which ftood four or five

little huts, wherein the bodies of fome perfons cf dif-

tinftion had been interred. The ifland is but feven

miles in length ; and its breadth, in fome places, is

not above three miles. The eaft fide has a reef, pro-

jecting confiderably, againft which the fea breaks with

great violence. It is a continuation of this reef that

joins Lefooga to Foa, which is but half a mile diftant;

and, at low v/ater, the natives can walk upon this reef

from one ifland to the other. The fliore is either a

fandy beach, or a coral rock.

When the captain returned from his excurfion, and

went on board, he found a large failing canoe fattened

to the ilern of the Refokition. In this canoe was La-
tooliboula, v.'hom the commodore had fcen, during

|}is iaft voyage, at Torgataboo, who was uitn fup-
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pofed by him to be the king of that iiland. He cculd

not be prevailed upon to come on board, but continued

fitting in his canoe with an air of uncommon gravity.

The iiianders called him Areekee^ which fignifies King;

a title which we had not heard any of them give to

Feenou, however extenfive his authority over them
had appeared to be. Latoollboula remained under

the ftern till the evening, and then departed. Fecnou
was on board the Refolution at that time ; but

neither of thefe chiefs took the fmalleft notice of the

other.

On the 23d, as we were preparing to leave the ifiand,

Feenou, and his prime minifter, Taipa, came along-fide

in a canoe, and informed us, that they were going to

Vavaoo, an iiland fituate, as they faid, about two days

fail to the northward of Hapaee. They affured us^ that

the objedt of their voyage was to procure for us a,n ad-

ditional fiipply of hogs, be fides fome red-feathered

caps for Omai to carry with him to Otaheite \ and de-

defired us not to fail till their return, which would be

in four or five days ; after which Feenou v/ould ac-

company us to Tongataboo. Captain Cook confented

to wait the return of this chief, who immediately fet

out for Vavaoo.
On Saturday the 25th, captain Cook went into a

houfe where a woman was drelTing the eyes of a child,

who feemed blind. The inftruments ufed by this

female oculifl: were two (lender wooden probes, with

which fhe brufhed the eyes fo as to make them bleed,

in the fame houfe he found another vvoman iliaving

a child's head with a fliark's tooth, (luck into the end
of a flick : fn'e firft wetted the hair with a rag dipped

in the water, and then making ufe of her inftrument,

took off the hair as clofe as. if a razor had been em-
ployed. Captain Cook foon after tried upon him-
felf one of thefe remarkable inftruments, v^'hich he
found to be an excellent fubftitute. The natives of
\\\t{^ iflands, however, have a different method of

/liaving their beards, v/hich operation they perform
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with two fiiells, one of which they place under a part

of the beardj and with the other, applied above, they

fcrape off that part: in this manner they can lliave

very clofe, though the procefs is rather tedious.

There are among them fome men v/ho feem to pro-

fefs this trade : for it was as common for our failors to

go aihore to have their beards fcraped off after the

m.ode of Hapaee, as it was for their chiefs to come on

board to be Ihaved by our barbers.

Captain Cook finding that little or nothing of what

the ifland produced was now brought to the fhips, de-

termined to change his ftation, and to wait Feenou's

return in fome other anchoring place, where he might

ilill meet with refreiliments. We accordingly, on the

26th, made fail to the fouthv/ard along the reef of the

iOand, and having paffed over ihoals, hauled into a

bay, that lies between the north end of Hoolaiva, and

the foutli of Lefooga, and there anchored. We had

no fooner call anchor, than Mr. Bligh, mailer of the

Rcfolution, was fent to found the bay where we were

now llationed; and captain Cook, accompanied by

lieutenant Gore, landed on the fouthern - part of Le-

fooga, to look for freili water, and examine the coun-

try. On the approach of night, the captain and Mr.
Gore returned on board, and Mr. Bligh came back

from founding the bay, in which he found from four-

teen to twenty fathoms water, with a bottom princi-

pally of fand.

Lefooga and Hoolaiva are feparated from each other

by a reef of coral rocks, dry at lov/ water. Some of

our gentlemen, who landed in the laft mentioned iiland,

found not the fmallefl mark of cultivation, or habita-

tion, upon it, except a fmgle hut, in which a man em^-

ployed to catch iilli and turtle refided.

On Tuefday the 27th, at break of day, the com-
modore made the fignal to weigh ; and as he intended

to attempt, in his way to Tongataboo, a paffage to

Annamooka, by the fouth-well, among the intermedi-

ate iiles, he fent Mr. Bligh in a boat to found before
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the fhips. But before we got under fail, the wind be-

came fo variable and unfettled, as to render it unfafe

to attempt a pafiage with which we were fo little ac-

quainted : we therefore lay faft, and made fignal for

the mafter to return. He and the mailer of the Dif-

covery were afterwards fent, each in a boat to exa-

mine the channels. Towards noon, a large failing

canoe came under our ftern, in which was a perfon

named Poulaho, or Futtafaihe, or both -, who was
faid, by the natives then on board, to be kingof Ton-
gataboo, Annamooka, Hapaee, and all the neigh-

bouring iflands. We were furprifed to find a ftranp-er

dio;nified with this title, which we had been taus-ht to

believe appertained to another : but they perfifted in

their alTertions, that the fupreme dignity belonged to

Poulaho ; and now for the firil time acknowledged,
that Feenou was not the king but a fubordinate chief,

though of great power. Poulaho was now invited

by the captain on board, where he was not an unwel-
come gueft, as he brought with him two fat hogs by
way of prefent. This great perfonage, though not

very tall, was extremely unwieldy, and almoil fhape-

lefs with corpulence. He appeared to be about forty j

his hair was ftraight, and his features confiderably

different from thofe of the majority of his people.

We found him to be a man of gravity and good fenie.

He viewed the fhip, and the various new objefts, with
particular attention, and afked many pertinent quef-

tions. When he had gratified his curiofity in look-

ing at the cattle, and other novelties, he was requefted

to walk down into the cabin; to which fome of the

retinue objefted, faying, that if he fliould go down
thither, it would doubtlefs happen that people would
walk over his head; a circumltance that could not be
permitted. Though the captain offered to obviate

this objeftion, by ordering that no one ihould pre-
fume to walk over the cabin, Poulaho waved all ce-

remony, and went down without any previous fbipu-

lation. He now appeared to be no lefs folicitous than
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his people v/ere, to convince us that he was fove-

reign, and not Feenou. He fat down to dinner with

us, but eat and drank very little ; and after -vards dc-

fired our commodore to accompany him on fhore.

Captain Cook attended the chief in his ov/n boat, hav-

ing firft made him fuch prefents as exceeded his ex-

pectations ; in return for which, Poulaho ordered two
more hop-s to be fent on board. The chief was then

carried out of the boat, by his own fubjecSts, on a

board refembiing a hand-barrow ; and immediately

feated himfeif in a fmall houfe near the lliore. He
placed the captain at his fide ; and his attendants

formed a femicircle before them, on the outfide of the

houfe. An old woman fat clofe to the chief, with a

kind of fan in her hand, to prevent his being incom-
moded by the flies. The various articles which his

people had procured by trading on board the fhips,

being nov/ difplayed before him, he attentively look-

ed over them all, enquired v/hat they had given in

exchange, and, at length, ordered every thing to be
returned to the refpc6live owners, except a glafs-bowl,.

which he received for himfeif. Thofe who brought
thefe things to him, firil fquatted thcmfelves down
before him, then depofited their purchafes, and in-

flantly rofe and retired. They obferved the fame ce-

remony in taking them away ; and not one of them
prefumed to fpeak to him ftanding. His attendants,

jufl before they \&(i him, paid him obeifance, by
bowing their heads dov^^n to the foie. of his foot, and
touching it with t\iQ upper and under fide of the fingers

of each hand. Captain Cook was charmed with the

decorum that was miaintained on this occafion, having

fcarce feen the like any where, even among more civi-

lized nations.

When the captain arrived on board, he found the

mailer returned from his expedition, who informed

him, that, as far as he had proceeded, there was a

palTage for the flfips, and tolerable anchorage ; but

thatj tov/ards the foiith and fonth-eaf}:, he obferved
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numerous fhoals, breakers, and fmall iiles. In con-

fequence of this report, we relinquifhed all thoughts

of a pafiage that way : and being refolved to return

to Annamooka, by the fame route which we had fo

lately experienced to be a fafe one, we fhould have

failed the next morning, which was the 28th, if the

wind had not been very unfettled.

On the 29th, at day-break, we weighed with a fine

breeze at eaft-north-eaft, and made fail to the weft-

ward, followed by feveral failing canoes.

In the afternoon the eaflerly wind was fucceeded by
a freih breeze at fouth-fduth-eaft. Our courfe being

now fouth-fouth-weil, we were obliged to ply to wind-
ward, and barely fetched the northern fide of Footooha
by eight o'clock in the evening. The next day we
plied up to Lofango, and got foundings, under the lee

or north-weft fide, in forty fathoms water ; but the

bottom being rocky, and a chain of breakers lying to

leeward, we ftretched away for Kotoo, expedting to

fxnd better anchorage there. It was dark before we
reached that ifland, where finding no convenient place

to ainchor in, we paiTed the night in making lliort

boards. On the 31ft, at break of day, we ftood for

the channel which is between Kotoo, and the reef of

rocks lying to the weftward of it ; but, on our ap-

proach, we found the wind infufficient to lead us

through. We therefore bore up on the outfide of the

reef, and firretched to the fouth-weft till near twelve

o'clock, when perceiving that we made no progrefs to

windward, and being apprchenfive of lofing the iflands

while we had fo many of the natives on board, we
tacked and ftood back, and fpent the night between
Footooha and Kotoo. The wind now blew frelh, with

fqualls and rain ; and during the night, the Refoluti-

on, by a fmali change of the wind, fetching too far to

the windward, was very near running full upon a low
landy ifle, named Pootoo Pootooa, encompaffed with

breakers. Our people having fortunately been juft

VOL. VIII. Q_^
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ordered upon deck, to put the fiiip about, and moft of i

them being at their refpetlive ilations, the neceffary
]

movements were performed with judgment and alert- i

nefs; and this alone prefcrved us from deftrudion.

The Difcovery, being aftern, incurred no danger.
;

On the return of day light, a boat was hoifted out> i

and the officer who commanded her was ordered to /

found for anchorage along the reef that projedts from '|

that ifland. During- the abfcnceofthe boat, we en- I

deavoured to turn the ihlps through the channel be-
|

tween the reef of Kotoo and the fandy ifle ; but meet-
|

ino; with a ilroncr current asainft us, we v/ere obliged -i

to defift, and caft anchor in tiity fathoms water, the ^

fandy iile bearing eaft by north, about the diitance of ]

cne mile. Here we remained till the 4th of June, be-
)

ing frequently vilited by the king, by Tooboueitoa,
\

and by people who came from the neighbouring iflands <

to trafftc with us, Mr. Bligh was, in the mean time, .;

(iifpatched to found the channels between the iflands
]

fituate to the ealtward -, and captain Cook himfelf
j

landed on Kotoo, to take a furvey of it. This ifland, ;

on account of the coral reefs that environ it, is fcarcely
5

acceffible by boats. Its north-wefi end is low 5 but it
]

rifes .fuddenly in the middle, and terminates at the I

Ibuth-eafL end in reddiiii clayey cliffs. It produces !

the fame fruits and roots with the adiacent iflands, and j

is tolerably cultivated, though thmly inhabited. It is
^

about two miles in length. "Whik the commodore
ii

was walking all over it, our people were occupied in
^

cutting grafs for the cattle ; and we planted fbme ;;

melon feeds.
j

We weio-hed in the mornino; of the Ath and with a I

frefh gale at cafi; fonth-eaff, mad-e fail towards Anna-
j

mooka, where we anchoreti the next morning, nearly
|

in the fame ftation which we had fo lately occupied. ]

Captain Cook foon after went on fhore, and found the i

iflanders very bufy in their plantations, digging up \

yams for traffic. In the courfe of the day, about two
J

hundred of them aflembled on the beach, and traded
]

i

I
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With great eagernefs. The yams were nov/ in tiie

highelt perfection ; and we obtained a good quantity of

them, in exchange for iron. Before the captain re-

turned on board, he vifited the federal places where he

had fown melon and cucumber ieeds 5 but found, to

his great regret, that molt ofthem had been defcroyed

by vermin -, though fome pine-apple plants, which he

had alfo left, were in a thriving condition.

On Friday the 6th, at noon, Feenou arrived from
Vavaoo, and informed us, that feveral canoes, laden

with hogs and other proviGons, had failed with hini

from that idand, but had beeii loft in the iat^; tempef-
tuous weather, and every perfon on board of them had
perilhed. This melancholy tale did not gain much
credit with us as we were by this time iufficiently ac-

quainted with the charafler of the relater. The truth,

perhaps, was, that he had been unable to procure at

Vavaoo the expected fupplies j or if he had obtained

any there, that he had left them at HapaeCj v/hichlay

in his way back, and where he mufl have heard that

Poulaho had come to vifit us -, wlio therefore, he

knew, as his fuperior, reap all the merit and reward of
procuring thefe fupplies, without having had any par-

ticipation of the trouble. On the fucceedino- morning
Poulaho, and fome other chiefs, arrived -, at which
time captain Cook happened to be afiiore with Fee-

nou, Vv'ho now appeared to be fenfibie of the impro-
priety of his condu6t, in arrogating a charailer to wiiich

he had no juft claim ; for he not only acknowledged
Poulaho as fovercign of Tongataboo and rhe adjacent

iiles, but affefted to infift' much on it. The captain

left him, and went to pay a vifiit to the king, whom.
he found fitting with a few of the natives before him

;

but great numtbers hallening to pay their refpecls to

him, the circle increafed very fall. When Feenou
•approached, he placed himfelf among the red that fat

before Poulaho, as attendants on his majefiy. lie at

firll feemed to be fomevvliat confuled and abalhcd 3 but

foon recovered from his ag;itat}on. Some convcrfujon
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pafTed between thefe two chiefs, who went on board
with the captain to dinner ; but only Poulaho fat at

table. Feenou, after having made his obeifance in the

ufual mode, by fakuing the foot of his fovereign with
his head and hands, retired from the cabin -, and it now
appeared, that he could neither eat nor drink in the

king's prefence.

On the 8th, we weighed anchor, and fleered for

Tongataboo, with a gentle breeze at north-eail. Wfi
were accompanied by fourteen or fifteen failing veffels

belonging to the iflanders, every one of which outran

the fnips. At five in the afternoon we defcried two
fmail iflands, at the diftance of four leagues to the

weftward; one was called Hoonga Hapaee, and the

other Hoonga Tonga. They are fituated in the la-

titude of 20^* 36' fouth, about ten leagues from the

weftern point of Annamooka. We ftili proceeded

on a fouth-weft courfe, and on the 9th faw feveral

little iflands, beyond which Eooa and Tongataboo
appeared. We had at this time twenty-five fathoms

water, the bottom confifting of broken coral andfand;

and the depth gradually decreafed, as v/e approached

the above-mentioned fmall ifles. Steering, by the

direftion of our pilots, for the wideft fpace between

thofe ifles, we v/ere infenfibly drawn upon a large fiat,

on which lay innumerable rocks of coral below the lur-

face of the lea. Notwithftanding our utmoft care and
attention to avoid thefe rocks, we were unable to pre-

vent the lliip from ftriking en one of them ; nor did

the Difcovery, though behind us, keep clear of them.

It fortunately happened, that neither of the fliips fluck

fafti, nor fuftained any damage. We f1:iil continued our

courie, and the moment vve found a place where we
could anchor with any degree of fafety, we came to,

and the mailers were difpatched v/ith their boats to

found. Soon after we had caft anchor, feveral of the

natives of Tongataboo came to us in their canoes ; and

they, as well as our pilots, afilired us that v/e lliouid

meet v/ith deep water fiirther in, free from rocks.
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Their intelligence was true , for about four o'cioplj. tke

boats made a fignal of having found good anchorage

ground : we therefore weighed, and flood in till dark,

when we anchored in nine tathom water, with a dear

fandy bottom. During the night we had fome rain ;

but early in the morning the wind becoming foutherly,

and bringing on fair weather, we weighed again, and

worked towards the fliore of Tongatabqo. While we
were plying up to the harbour, tlie king continued

failing round in his canoe, and at the fame time tiiere

was a great number of fmall canoes about the iliips.

Two of thefe not getting out of the v.'ay of his royal

veflel, he ran quite over themi with the greateft uncon-

cern.

Vv^e arrived at our intended flation about two o'clock

in the afternoon of the lOth of June. It was a very

convenient place, formed by the ihore of Tof'-g^taboo

on the fouth-eafl, and two little illes on tlic eaft and

norrh-eaif. Here both our fhips anchored over a iandy

bottom, where the depth of water was ten fathoms.

Our chilance from the iliore exceeded a quarter of a

mile.

We had not been long at anchor off Tongataboo,
when captain Cook landed on the ifland, accompanied
by fom.e of the officers and Omai. They found the

king waiting for them on the beach, who conduced
them to a fmall neat houfe near the woods, with an

extenfivc area before it, and told the captain, that it

was at his fervice during his continuance in the ifland.

Before they had been long in the houfe, a large circle

of the natives aiTembled before them, and featedthem-

felvcs upon the area, Meanvv^hile, a baked hog, and a

quantity of baked yams, were produced and divided

into portions, which were diftributed according to the

king's orders.

Captain Cook, before he returned on board, went
in fearch of a watering place, and was conduced to fome
ponds, in one of which the water was tolerable, but it

was at fome diftance inland. Being informed that the
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fmaii ifland of Pangimodoo, near which the fhips were

llationed, could better fuppiy this important article, he

went over to it the next morning, and found there a

pool containing frefher water than any he had met with

among thefe iflands. This pool being extremely dirty, ij

he caufed it to be cleaned ; and here it was that we fil-
j

led our water caflcs. The fame morning a tent was
i

pitched near the houfe which the king had afiigned for
j

our ufe. The horfes, cattle, and ilieep, v/ere then
j;

landed, and a party of mariners ftationed there as a
|

guard. The obiervatory was let up at an inconiidera-
|

ble diftance from the other tent ; and Mr. King took
|

up his refidence on iliore, to diredl the obfervations, :|

and fuperintend all other necelTary bufmefs. A party I

was occupied in cutting wood for fuel, and planks for j

the fhips ; and the gunners were appointed to conduft
^

the traffic with the inhabitants, who flocked from all 5

parts of the ifland with hogs, yams, cocoa nuts, and
]

other articles, infomuch, that our land fiation refembled
i

a fair, and our fhips were remarkably crouded with
|

vilitants. Feenou refiding in our neighbourhood, we
^

had daily proofs of his opulence and generofity, by the
^

continuance of his valuable donations. Poulaho was
|

equally attentive to us in this refpeft, as fcarcely a day v

pafTed v/itHout his favouring us with confiderable pre-
.^

lents. We were now informed, that a perfon of the
j

name of Mareewagee was of very high rank in the
|

ifland, and was fuperior to Poulaho himfelf : but that, 1

being advanced in years, he lived in retirement ; how- s

ever, on Friday the 13th, about twelve o'clock. Ma- j

reewagee came within a fmall diftance of our pofb on
j

Ihore, attended by a great number of people of ail
I

ranks. In the courfe of the afternoon, the two cap-
^

tains, and others of our gentlemen, accompanied by
j

Feenou, went afhore to vifit him. They found a per- i

fon fitting under a tree, with a piece of cloth, about
]

forty yards long, fpread before him, round which num- ;

bers of people were feated. They imagined that this ]

was the great perfonage, but were undeceived by Fee- ;;



A VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 127

non, who informed them that another, who was fitting

on a piece of mat, was Marcewagee.

Captain Cook not expefting on this occafion to meet

with two chiefs, had brought on fhore a prefent for

one only : this, therefore, he was obliged to divide

between them ; but, as it happened to be confider-

able, both of them appeared to be fatisfied. Our
party now entertained them about an hour with the

performance of two French horns and a drum ; but

the tiring off a piftol that captain Clerke had in his

pocket feemed to pleafe them moft. Before our gen-

tlemen took their leave of the two chiefs, the large

piece of cloth was rolled up and prefented to captain

Cook, together with a few cocoa nuts. The next

morning, old Toobou came on board to return the

commodore's vifit : he alfo vifited captain Clerke j

and if our former prefent was not fufficiently confi-

derable, the deficiency was now fupplied. In the mean
time, Mareev/agee went to fee our people who were
ftationed on fhore j and Mr. King Ihov/ed him what-

ever we had there. He was ftruck with admiration

at the fight of the cattle ; and the crofs-cut faw ri-

vetted his attention. Tov/ards noon, Poulaho came
on board, bringing with him his fon, who was about

twelve years of age. He dined with captain Cook

;

but the fon, though prefent, was not permitted to fit

down with him. The king was foon reconciled to

our cookery, and was fond of our wine. He now
refided at the malaee near our tent, where he this

evening entertained our people with a dance, in which

he himfelf, though fo corpulent and unwieldy, en-

gaged.

On the I5th5 captain Cook received a melTage from
Old Toobou, importing, that he was defirous of fee-

ing him on lliore. He and Omai accordingly waited

on that chief, Vv^ho they found fitting, like one of the

ancient patriarchs, under the fliade of a tree, \i\i\\ a

large piece of cloth, the manufafture of the ifland,

fprea-d out before him. He defaed them to place them-
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felves by him : after \vhich he told Omdi, that the

clothj with Ibme cdcoa nuts and red feathers, cohfti-

ttited his prefeht to captain Cobk.
In the itiean tirilfe, Mr. Anderfon, with fever^I

others made an exctirfibn into the cbuhtryj which
fufhifhed him with obfervations to the foilowinir ef-

fed. Weftward of the tent, the country for about

two rriiles is entirely uncultivated,- though covered

with trees and bufncs growing naturally vi^ith the great-

eil vigour. Beyond this, a pretty large plain extends

icfelf, on which are cocoa-trees, and fome fmall plan-

tations. Near the creek, which runs well of the tent,

the land is perfedly flat, and partly overflowed every

tide by the fea.
|

The following day, which was the 17th, was fixed
I

upon by Mareewagee foi* giving a grand haiva^ or
|

entertainment, at which We v/ere all invited to attend. >

Before the temporary hut of this chief, near our land :

f!^/i:i'on, i large fpace had been cleared for that pur- j

pcfe. In the morning, vafi numbers of the natives
.

came in from the country, every one of whom bore ;'

o'n his fhoulder a long pole, at each end of which ;;

a yam was fuipended. Thefe poles and yams being
|

depolited on each iide of the open fpace, or area, \

formed tv/o large heaps, decorated with fm.all fifn of

difrerent kinds. They were Mareewagee's prefenc

to the captains Cook and Gierke. The neceffary

preparations being m.ade, the iflanders began, about

eleven o'clock, to exhibit various dances, v/hich they

call mat. The band of mufic at firfc confified of fe-

venty men as a chorus, amidft whom were placed three I

inflruments that we called drums, though they did not
I

much refcmble them.
,j

There were four ranks, of twenty-four men each,
.^

i-n the firft dance. Thele held in their hands a fmail \

thin v^ooden inllrument, about two feet in length, J

refembling in its lliape an oblong paddle. With thefe ^'

infiruments, which they call pf^ggi-^ they made many 'i;

difurrent motions j fuch as pointing them towards the |
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ground on one fide, and inclining their bodies that

way at the fame inftant; then ihifting them to the

oppofite fide in the fame manner ; paffing them with

great quicknefs from one hand to the other, and

twirling them about with remarkable dexterity; with

various other manceuvres. A much quicker dance,

though flow at firft, was then begun, and they fung

for ten minutes, when the whole body, in a two-fold

divifion, retreated and then advanced, forming a kind

of circular figure, which concluded the dance ; the

chorus retiring, and the drums being removed at the

fame time. Three other dances fucceeded this: but

they were fo nearly like that already defcribed, that I

fhall here omit any defcription of them.

Thefe amufements continued from eleven o'clock

till near three. The number of iilanders who attended

as fpeftators, together with thofe who were round the

trading place at the tent, or ftraggling about, amounted
to at leail ten thoufand, all within the compafs of a

quarter of a mile.

In the evening we were entertained with the homai,

or night dances, on a large area before the temporary
dwelling place of Feenou. They continued three

hours ; during which time about twelve of them were
performed, nearly the fame as thofe at Hapaee.

Though the whole entertainment was condu(5ted

with better order than could reafonably have been
expedled, yet our utmoil care and attention could not

prevent our being plundered by the natives in the moil
daring and infolent manner. There was fcarcely any
thing v/hich they did not endeavour to fteal. They
once. In the middle of the day, attempted to take an

anchor from off the Difcovery's bov/s, but without

effecSt. The only violence of which they were guilty,

was the breaking the fnoulder bone of one of our goats,

in confequence of v/hich (he died foon after.

On Wednefday the i8th, captain Cook bellowed
fome prefents on Mareewagee, in return for thofe

VOL. VIII. R
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which had been received from that chief the preced-

ing day; and as the entertainments then exhibitedj.

called upon us to make fome exhibition in return, he

ordered all the marines to go through their exercife,
|

on the fpot where the late dances had been per-
|

formed ; and in the evening fome fireworks were alfo
|

played off at the fame place. The king, the princi- I

pal chiefs, and a vaff miultitude of people, were pre-
;

hni. The platoon firing feemed to pleafe them; buty ,•

when they beheld our water rockets, they were filled •.;

with aftoniihm.ent and admiration. i

While the natives were in expectation of this even- .h

ing exhibition, they engaged, for the greatefi: part of ..J,

the afternoon, in wreftling and boxing. They pre-

m

fcrve great temper in thefe exerciies, and leave the 1
fpot without the leaft difpleaHire in their countenances.

Not only boys engage in both thefe exercifes ; but it

not unfrecruently happens, that little girls box with

great obllinacy. On all thefe occahons, they do not „

confider it any difgrace to be overcomie, and tt\t van- i

quifhed perfon fits dovvn with as much indiiference
\

as if he had never engaged. Somie of our people
|

contended v^ith tihem in both exercifes, but v/ere ge- J
neraliy worfted.

'

\
Captain Cook intending to lea,ve behind him fome '{

of the animjais he had broughtj thought proper to m.ake %

a diitribution of them before Ids departure. He,. I

therefore, on the i9ih, afiembled thrC chiefs beiore ^^

our houie, and marked out hi3 intended preltnts '\

to them. To the king he gave a bull and a cov/ -, to- :i)

Mareev.'agee, a Cape ram and two ewes ; and to. Fee-

ncu, a horfe and a miare. He initrufted Omai to-

tell them, that no fuch anim.als exifted within fcve-

ral months fail of their ifiand, that v^-e had brought

them with a great degree of trouble and expence, for

their ufe ; that, therefore, they ought to be carerui i

not to kill .any of them till they had mmltiplied con-

lidciitbly ; and, finallv, tliat thrv and their pofterity



A VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 131

iighc to remenibcr, that they had received them n-cm

the natives 'ji Eritaiji.

Some or'tbe ofpjccrs of both iliips, who had made
an excurlion into the interior pares of the iihind, re-

turned the i2d of June in the evening, after an ab-

fencc of two dap,. T'hey had taken their muikecs and

neceiFary ammunition wlLn them, befides feveral imall

articles of the tavonrite commodities; the v.'hole of

which the natives had the (Kxterity to fieal from them
in the coiirie of their fhort journey. Though the cap-

rain did not afterwards endeavojr to recover the arti-

cles taken upon this cccahon, tlie whole ot them were
reti3r;ied, through the interpofition of Feenoii, except
o;:e mchk^t, and a few other inhgnificant articles.

By tids time, al\Oy we recovered the tools and other

miatters that had been Rx>len from our vvorkro^en.

By the •25th of June we liad recruited our ikiips and
repaired our fails, and had iirtle more to expe6l of

the produce of the ifland : but, as an eclipfe of the

fun was to happen on the 5th of July, the captain

determined to ftay till that time, to have a chance of

obferving it.

On Monday the 30th of June, Mr. King and Mr.
Anderfon, accompanied Futtafaihe as viiitors to his

houfc which is not far from, that of his brother Pou-
laho, at Mooa. Soon after they arrived, a large hog
v/as killed, which was eftefted by repeated icrokes

upon the head. The hair was then curiouily fcraped

off, vvdth the fnarp edge of pieces ot fpHt bamboo,
and the entrails taken out by the fame iharp i.-rilnu-

ment. Previous to this, an oven had been prepared.,

v/hich is a large hok dug in the earth, the bottoin of

which is covered with ftones, about the fize of a m.m's
hil", which are miade reel hot by kindhng a lire over

them ; then they v/rapt up fome of thefe ftones in

leaves- of the bread-fruit tree, with which they iiik\i

the hog's belly; ilufnng in a quantity of leaves to

prevent their falling out, and thruiling a plug of the

fame kind in the anus. This being done, the carcafe
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was placed upon fome flicks laid acrofs die ilones,
'|

and covered with plantain leaves. The earth was .

afterwards dug; up all round, and the oven being; thus I

elFeftuaily clofed, the operation of baking required no
|

farther aid. I

On their return to Futtafaihe's houfe, the baked hog
I

was produced, accompanied with fome cocoa nuts, and J

feveral bafi<:ets of baked yamiS. The perfon Vv^ho pre-
|

pared the hog in the morning, now cut it up in a very
'^

mafteriy manner, wath a knife made of fplit bamboo. I

Though the weight of it was at ieafl fifty pounds, the '

whole was placed before them, when they took afmail \

part, and dgfired the reft might be partaken of by the \

people fitting round.
j

They were entertained in the evening v;ith a pig for I

fupper, drefied like the hog, and like that, accompa-
|

nied with yams and cocoa nuts. When the fupper was ;

over, a large quantity of cloth was brought for them to

fleep in ; but they were difturbed in their repofe by a
]

fmgular inftance of luxury, in which their men of con- j

fequence indulged themfelves -, that of being thumped ]

or beat while they are afleep. Two V70men who fat by ;

FuttafaihCj performed this operation, which they call ^

tooge tooge, by ftriking his body and legs, with both \

fifls till he fell afleep, and, with fome intervals, conti-
\

nued it the whole night. The perfon being fafb afleep, J

they abate a little of the ftrength and brilknefs of the
\

beating ; but if they obferve any appearance of his
\

awaking, they refume it. In the morning they v;ere
'

informed, that Futtafaihe's v/omen relieved each other {

and went alternately to fleep. Such a pradice as this, 1

in any other country, would be fuppofed to be deftruc-
\

tive of ail reft ; but here it operates like an opiate, and
|

ftrongly fliev/s what habit may effeft. ';

Captain Cook had prolonged his flay at this ifland

on account of the approaching eclipfe, but on looking
;

at the micromieter (on the 2d of July) he found fome '\

accident had happened to it, and that it v/as rendered
\

pi^iefs till repaired i which could not be done befcie ;
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the time it was intended to be ufed. We therefore got

on board, this day, all the cattle and other animals,

except diofe that were deftined to remain. The captain

defigned to have left a turkey cock and hen -, but two

hens being deflroyed by accident, and wifhing to carry

the breed to Ocaheite, he referved the only remaining

pair for that purpofe.

We took up our anchor the next day, and moved
the fhips behind Pangem.odoo, to be ready for the

firft favourable wind to take us through the narrows.

The king, who this day dined with us, took parti-

cular notice of the plates ; v/hich the commodore ob-
fcrving, made him an offer of one, either of pewter,

or of earthen v^'are.

In the morning of Saturday the 5th of July, the

day of the eclipfe, the weather was cloudy, with fome
ihowers of rain. About nine o'clock, the fun broke
out in fmall intervals for about half an hour, but was
totally obfcured jull before the beginning of the eclipfe.

The fun again appeared at intervals till about the

middle of the eclipfe 3 but was feen no more during
the remainder of the day, fo that we could not obferve
the end.

The eclipfe being over, we packed up the inilru-

ments, and every thing was conveyed on board. None
of the natives having taken any care of the three Hieep
allotted to Mareewagee, the commodore ordered them
to be carried back to the fnips. He was apprehen -

live, that if they had been left there, they would pro-

bably be deftroycd by dogs.

Mr. Anderfon informed us, that Amffcrdam is about
twenty leagues in circumference, and the Hiorcs con-
fift of coral rocks. The face of the country appears
beautiful, and produces plenty of yams, cocoa nuts,

&c. There are no quadrupeds but hogs, dogs, and
rats. They have various forts of birds, and they
abound with fifh.

Though we were now ready to fail, we had not fuf-

ficient day light to turn through the Narrows, the
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morning flood falling early, and the evening flood late.
|

We were therefore under the neceiTicy of waiting two '

or three days, unlefs we iliould be fortunate enough to 'j

have a leading wind.
\

However, we v/eighed anchor on the loth about '}

eight o'clock in the morning, and, v/ith a fteady gale, i

turned through the channel, between the fmali ifles \

called Makkaha and Monooafai. The flood, at firft,
]

fet ftrong in our favour, till leading up to the lagoon^
|

where the eaft-ward flood meets that from the weft. I

This, with an in-draught of the lagco?iy and of the \

ihoals before it, occafions ftrong; riolin^s and whirl- \

pools. Befides thele difadvantages, the depth of the i

channel exceeds the length of a cable, confequently j

there can be no anchorage, except clofe to the rocks, i

in forty and forty-five fathoms water, v/here a fliip \

would be expofed to the whirlpools. We plied to the •).

v^indward, between the two tides, till it was near |

high-water, v^^ithout either gaining or lofmg an inch, 1

when we fuddenly got into the influence of the eaftern
*

tide. Convinced that we could not get to fea before ;i

it v/as dark, we anchored under the Ihore of Tonga- ;,

taboo, in forty-five fathoms water. The Difcovery -l

dropped anchor under our ftern, but drove ofi^ the
|

bank before the anchor took hold, and did not recover %
it till midnight. |

After remaining in this ftation till eleven o'clock t

the next day, v;e weighed and plied to the eaiiward.
|

At ten o'clock v^e weathered the eail end of the ifland, J

and ftretched away for Middleburge, or Eooa (as the )

inhabitants call it) where we anchored about eight in ;^

the morning, in forty fathoms water ; being nearly
|

the fame place where the captain took his fration in
\

1773, v/hen he named it Englifh Road. .5

As foon as we had anchored, Taoofa the chief, and
|

feveral of the natives, vilited us on board, and feemed
^

rejoiced at our arrival. The captain accompanied
|

him on iliore in fearch of freil:i water, the procuring *

of which was the chief objeA that brought hiin to i
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Eooa. He had heard atTongataboo of a ftream here

which ran from the hills into the., fea; but this was not

the cafe at prefent. He was conduced to a brackifli

fpring among rocks, between low and high-water

mark. When they perceived that we did not approve
of this, we were fiiewn a little way into the ifland,

where, in a deep chafm, vv^e found fome excellent wa-
ti^r 3 v/hich though attended with fome trouble might
be conveyed to the lliore by means of fpouts, or troughs^,

that miight be provided for that purpofc : but rather

than undertake that tedious taflc, the captain contented

himfelf with the fupply the fiiips had received at Ton-
gataboo.

At this ifland we landed the ram and two ewes, of
the Cape of Good Flope breed, and committed them
to the care of Taoofa, who feemed delighted with his

charge.

While we v/ere lying at anchor, this illand had a-

very different afpe6t from any that we had lately feen,

and formed a mofl pleafmg landfcape. It is the higheft:

of any wt had feen fince we left New- Zealand, and
from its top, which ^.ppears to be almoft flat, declines

gradually towards the fea. The other ides, which
from this ciufter, being level, the eye cannot difcover

any thing except the trees that cover them ; but here

the land riling gently upwards prefents an extenlive

profpect, where groves of trees, in beautiful diforder,

are interfperfed at irregular difcances. Near the lliore

it is quite fnaded v/ith a variety of trees, among
which are ere&ed the habitations of the natives, and
to the right of where we were ftationed, was one of
the moft extenfive groves of cocoa palms that we had
ever feen.

In the afternoon of the 13th a party of us afcended

the higheft part of the ifland, a little to the right of
our fliips, to have a perfeft viev/ of the country.

Having advanced about half Vv^ay up, we croffed a

deep valley, the bottom and fides of which were cloth-

ed with trees. We fDund plenty of coral till v/e ap-
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preached the fummit of the highefl: hills -, the foil near

the top is in general a reddiih clay, which in many
places is very deep. On the moft elevated part of

the ifland we faw a round platform fupported by a

wall of coral ftones. Our conductors informed us,

that this mount had been raifed by the direction of

their chief, and that they met there occafionaJly to

drink kava. At a fmall diftance from it was a Ipring

of the moft excellent water; and about a mile lower

down, a ilream, which we were told, ran into the fea

when the rains were copious.

From this elevation we had a complete view of the

whole ifland, except a fmall part to the fouth. The
fouth-eaft fide, from which the hills we were now up-

on are not far diftant, rifes with great inequalities,

immediately from the fea ; fo that the plains and mea-
dows lie all on the north-weft fide : which being adorned

with tufts of trees, intermixed with plantations, form

a moil delightful landfcape in every point of vieM',

While captain Cook was furveying this enchanting

profpeft, he enjoyed the pleafing idea, that fome fu-

ture navigators might, from that eminence, behold

thefe meadows flocked with cattle, brought by the

fhips of England ; and that the completion of this

fmgle benevolent purpofe, exciufive of all other con-

fiderations, would fufficiently prove that our voyages

had not been ufclefs.

Captain Cook the next morning planted a pine apple,

and fowed the feeds of melons and other articles, in

the chief's plantation. He had reafon, indeed, to fup-

pofe, that his endeavours of this kind would not be

fruitlefs ; for a difli of turnips was this day fcrved up
at his dinner, v/hich v;as the produce of the feeds he

had left here in 1773.
The captain having fixed upon the 15th for fail-

ing, Taoofa preded hnn to (lay a little longer, in or-

der to receive a prefent which he had prepared for him,

and his entreaties induced him to defer his departure.

The next day he received from the chief tiie pieknt .;
.
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confiiling of two little heaps of yams, and a quan-

tity of fruit, which feemed to be colle£led as at the

other ifles.

Captain Cook then returned on board, in company
with Taoofa, and one of Poulaho's fervants, by whom
he fent a piece of bar iron, as a parting mark of his

efteem for that chief, that being as valuable a prefent

as any he could make.
We weighed loon after, and with a light breeze at

fouth-eaft ftood out to fea, when Taoofa, and fome
ether natives left us. We found, qn heaving up the

anchor, that the cable had been much injured by the

rocks. Befides this, we experienced, that a moil afto-

nifhing iwell rolls in there from the fouth-weft.

We have now taken leave of the Friendly lilands

and their inhabitants, after a cordial intercourfe with

the latter for between two and three montlis. Some
differences, indeed, occafionally happened, on account

of their natural propenfity to thieving, though too fre-

quently encouraged by the negligence and inattention

of our people. Thefe differences, however, v/ere never

attended with any fatal confequences -, and few belong-

ing to our fhips parted from their friends without fome
regret. The time we continued here was not thrown
away i and as we, in a great meafure, fubfifted upon
the produce of the iflands,^ we expended very little of
our fea provifions. We carried vv^ith us a fuiticient

quantity of refrefliments to fupply us till our arrival at

another ftation, where we could again recruit. The
commodore rejoiced at having had an opportunity of

ferving thefe poor people, by leaving fome ufeful ani-

mals among them ; and that thofe intended for Otaheite

had acquired frefli ftrength in the paflures of Tongata-
boo. The advantages we received by touching here

v/ere great -, and they were received without retarding

the piofccution ofour great obieft -, the feafon for pro-

ceeding to the north, being loll before we formed the

i'cfolution of vinring cliefe illands.-

VOL. VIII. S
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We muft include under the denomination of Friendly

Ifiands, not only the group at Hapaee, but alio thofe

V' hich have been difcovercd to the north, nearly under
the fame meridian, as well as fome others under the

dominion of Tongataboo, which is the capital, and feat

of government.

From the befi information we could receive, this

'Archipelago is very extenfive. One of the natives enu- \

mcrated one hundred and fifty ifiands ; and Mr. An- ,

derfon procured all their names. ::i

But the raoft confidcrable ifiands that we heard of in .:i

this neighbourhood, are Hamoa, Vavaoo, and Feejee; i;

each of which is larger than Tongataboo ; but it does I

not appear that any European has ever yet iccn any one I

of them.
3

Hamoa lies tvv'o days fail north-weft from Vavaoo. ]

It is faid to be the largeft of all their ifiands -, affords i

harbours and good water, and produces in abundance j

all the articles of refi-efhment that are found at the pla- 1

ces v/e vifited. Poulaho frequently refides upon this i

ifiand ; and the people here are ia high eftimation at t

Tongataboo.
i

Feejee lies about three days fail from Tongataboo. 1

It abounds v/ith hogs, dogs, fov/ls, and fuch fruits and
j

rocts as are to be found in any others, and is much 1

larger than Tongataboo ^ but not fubje6L to its domi-
j

nion, as the other ifiands of this archipelago are. ';

The colour of the natives of Feejee was at lealx a i

fhade darker than that of the inhabitants of. the other
]

I^riendly Ifiands. We iaw one of the natives of Feejee,

who had his left ear fiic, and the. lobe io ftretched, that
I

it almoft extended to his fiioulder^ which fmgularity ,

had been obferved by captain Cook at other ifiands of i

the South Sea, during his fecond voyage. The Feejee i

men were m.uch reverenced here ^ not only on account

of their power and cruelty in war, but alfo for their
\

ingenuity ; for they greatly exctl the inhabitants of ]

Tongataboo in workraanfhip. Specimens were fiiewn
]

us of their clubs and fpears, which were ingenioufly car-
j
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ved. We were alfo fhewn fome of their beautiful cIk -

cjuered cloth, variagated mats, earthen pots, and othf r

articles, all of which difplayed a fuperiority in the exe-

cution.

The harbour and anchoring place of Tongataboo is

fuperior to any we have met with among theie ifiands,

as well from its greatfecurity, as its capacity and good-

nefs of bottom. The rifK we ran in entering it from
the north fnould caution every future commander from
attempting that paffage again, cfpecially with afliip of

burden, fmce that, by which we left it, may be pur-

fued with greater eafe and fafety.

Though the harbour of Tongataboo has the prefer-

ence, "its water is exceeded in goodnefs by that at

Annamooka ; and yet this cannot be reckoned good.

Tolerable water may, neverthelefs, be procured by
digging holes near the fide of the pond : befides, An-
namooka being nearly in the centre of the group, is

the beft fituated for procuring refrelhments from the

others. There is a creek in the reef on the north fide

of the ifland, wherein two or three ftips may lie fc-

cureiy.

After living among them between two and three

months, it is reafonable to expeft, that v/e fliould be

able to clear up every difficulty, and to give a tolera-

bly good account of their manners, cuiloms, and in-

ftitutions, civil as well as religious ; particularly as we
had a perfon with us, who by underftanding their lan-

guage as well as ours, might be enabled to a6l as an in-

terpreter. But Omai was not qualified for that taflc.

The Friendly IQanders feldom exceed the common
ftature (chough fome here were above fix (c^t in

height) and are ftrong and well proportioned. Their
Ihouidcrs are in general broad ; and we faw fevcral who
were really handfome, though their mufcular difpo-

fition rather conveyed the idea of ftrength than of
beauty. Their features are fo various; that uniefs it

be a fulnefs at the point ofthe nofe, which is common,,
it is impolTible to fix any general likcnefs by which to
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pharafterize them. On the other hand, many genuine

Roman nofes, and hundreds of EuroDcan faces were

feen among them. They have good eyes and teeth
j

but the latter are neither fo v/eli fet, nor fo remarkably

white, as among the Indian nations. Few of them,

'

however, have that uncommon thicknefs about the

lips, fo frequent in other iilands.

The women are lefs diftinguillied from the men by
^

their features, than by their general form, v/hich feems •

defLitute of that ftrong fiefhy firmnefs that appears in I

the latter. Though the features of fome are very de- I

licate, and a true index of their fex, laying claim, to a J

confiderable fnare of beauty and exprefuon, yet the
;

rule is not by any means fo general as in many other I

countries. This is generally, however, the m.oft ex-
|

ceptionable part, for the bodies of moil of the females.
|

are ufually well proportioned, and fome are abfolutely J

perfe6l models ot a beautiful figure. But the extraodinary
|

fmallnefs and delicacy of their fingers, which may be |
put in competition with any in Europe, feems to be the '\

moft remarkable diftin6lion in the women.
J

Few natural defects or deformities are to be feen
|

among them : though we obferved two or three with
.|

their feet bent inwards. Neither are they exem.pt I
from fome difeafes, '1

Their ftrength and a6livity are, in every refpe^l,
J

anfwerable to their mufcular appearance ; and they ex-
|

ert both in fuch a manner as to prove, that they are as ']

yet, little debilitated by the numerous difeafes that are I

the natural confequence of indolence. 'i

The mildnefs or good nature which they abundantly '|

poiTcfs is depicted on their countenances, v/hich are ;1

totally free from that favage keennefs v/hich always ;

marks the nations that are in a barbarous ftate.
"

Their pacific difpofition is thoroughly evinced, from
their friendly reception of ftrangers. Infiead of at- ^

tacking them openly, or clandeflinely, they have never |

appeared, in the fm.allefl: degree, hoilile ; but, like ]

the moft civilized nations, have even courted an inter- |

':1



A VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 141

courfe with their vifitors, by bartering; a medium
wiiich unites ail nations in a degree of friendiliip. So

perfedly do they underftand barter, that, at iirft, we
fuppofed they had acquired the knowledge of it by

tradiny; with the nei.dibourine iflands; but it afterwards

appeared, that they had hardly any traffic, except with

Fcejee, No nation,^ perhaps, in the world, difplayed, in

their traffic, more henefiy and lefs diftruil. We fafely per-

mitted them to examine our goods, and they had the fame

implicit contidencc in us. If either party became dilTatis-

fied with his bargain, a re-exchange was made with

mutual confent and fatisfa6lion. They feem, upon the

'whole, to poffefs many of the moil: excellent qualities

that adorn the human mind,

A propenfity to thieving, feems to be the Oxnly defe61:

to fully their fair chara(?:er. Thofe of all ages, and

both fexes, were addicted to it in an uncommon degree.

It fhould be confidercd, however, that this exception-

able part of their conduct exiiled merely with refpeft

to us ; for, in their general intercourfe with each other,

thefts are not, perhaps, m.ore frequent than in other

countries, where the difhoneft pra6tices of individuals

ihould not authorife any indifcnminate cenfure on the

people at large. Allowances lliould be made for the

foibles of thefe poor ifianders, whofe minds we over-

powered with the glare of new and captivating objedis.

The hair ofthefe iflanders is, in general, thick, ftraight,

and ftrong ; though fome have it bufliy or frizzled.

The natural colour appears to be black ; but m.any of

the micn, and fome of the women, ftain it of a brown
or purple colour -, and a few give it an orange cafe.

The firfl: of thefe colours is produced by applying a fort

of pi aider of burnt coral mixed with water j the fecond,

by the rafpings of a reddifli wood, mixed into a poul-

tice, and laid over their hair; and the third is faid to

be the effeft of turmeric root.

The drefs of both fexes is the fame ; confiding of a

piece of cloth or matting, about two yards in breadth,

.:.nd tv.'o yards and a half in length, it is double before.
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and, like a petticoat, hangs down to the middle of the

leg. That part of the garment which is above the gir-

dle, is plaited into feveral folds, which extended, is

fufficient to draw up and wrap round the fhoulders.

This, as to form, is the general drefs ; but the fine

matting, and long pieces of cloth, are worn only by

the fuperior clafs ofpeople. The inferior fort are con-

tented with fm.all pieces, and, very often, have only a

covering made of leaves of plants, or the maro^ a nar--

row piece of cloth, or matting, like a fafh. They pafs

this between the thighs and round the waift. It is fel-

dom ufed but by the men. In their haivas, or grand

entertainments, they have various dreffes, which though

the fame in form, are embellifned more or lefs with red

feathers.

Both men and women occafionally defend their faces

from the fun with little bonnets, made of various forts

of materials.

The ornaments worn by thofe of either fex are the

fame. Thofe which are moil common are necklaces,

made of the fruit of the pandanus, and various fweet-*

fmeliing flowers, known by the general name o^ kabulla.

Others confift of fmall fhelis, fliark's teeth, the

v/ing and leg bones of birds, &c. all vvhich are pendant

upon the breafb. In this manner they often wear a po-

lifhed mother-of-pearl Iheil, or a ring, on the upper

part of the arm ; rings of tortoife fnell on the fingers -,

and feveral of thefe joined together, formed into brace-

lets on the wrifts.

Two holes are perforated in the lobes of the ears,

in v/hich they v/ear cylindrical bics of ivory, of the

length of three inches, introduced at one hole, and

drav/n out of the others or bits of reed, filled with a

yellow pigment.

Perfonal cleanlinefs is their delight; to produce

which, they bathe frequently in the ponds. Though
the water has an intolerable fliench in moil of them,

they always prefer them to the fea ; and they are fo

f/niible that their fkin is injured with fait v/ater, that,
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when they are obliged to bathe in the fea, they have

frefh water poured over them to wafh off its bad ef-

fe6ts. They* are extravagantly fond of cocoa-nut oil;

a great quantity of which they pour upon their head

and flioulders, and rub the body all over with a fmaller

quantity.

The domelHc life of thefc people is neither fo la-

borious as to be difagreeable, nor lo free from em-
ployment as to fuffer them to degenerate into indo-

lence. Their country has been fo favoured by nature,

that the th-Il can fcarccly occur; and their difpofition

appears to be a fufficient bar to the lait. The em-
ployment of the women is not difficult ; and is gene-

rally fuch as they can execute in the houfe. The mak-
ing of cloth is entirely entrulted to their care.

Another manufacture, which is alfo configned to

the women, is that of their mats, vv^hich excel thofe

of mod other countries, both with refpefl to their tex-

ture and their beauty. There are feveral other articles

of lefs importance, that employ their females.

The province of the men isj as might reafonably be

expedted, far more laborious and extenfive than that

of the other fex. Architefture, boat-building, agri-

Gulture and fifning, are the principal obje6bs of their

care. As cultivated roots and fruits form their chief

fubfiftence, they find it neceiTary to praftife hufbandry,

which they have brought by their diligence to fome de-

gree of perfe6lion.

The bread fruit and cocoa nut trees are difperfed

about without any order; and, when they have arrived

at a certain height, give them little or no trouble.

Sugar-cane is ufually in fmall fpots, clofeiy crowded.
The mulberry, of which the cloth is made, is kepi:

very clean, and has a good fpace allowed for it.

They difplay very little tafte or ingenuity in the

conftru6lion of their houfes. Thofe of the lower clafs

of people are wretched huts, fcarcely fufficient to fliel-

ter them from the weather. Thofe of the better fort
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are larger, as well as more commodious and com-
;|

fbrtable. J
They are very &iiful in building their canoes, which,;

'I

indeed, are the moft perfe6t of their mechanical pro- ';

dudlions. The double ones are made fufficiently j

large to carry about fifty perfons, and fail at a great aj

rate. Upon them they generally fix a hut orihed, '.'

for the reception of the mafter and his family. They '

i

are made of the bread-fruit trees, and the workman- i

ihip is extremely neat. They appear on the out- j

fide as if they were compofed of one folid piece ; |

but, upon ciofer infpeclion, they are found to con- ^

lifb.of a great number of pieces, which fit each other I

cxaitly, and by means of a ledge on the infide are 'i

fecured together with cocoa-nut line. The fingle
j

canoes are furnifhed with an outrigger. The only ,J

tools which they make ufe of in the conflruftion of '

thefe boats, are hatchets, or adzes, of a fmooth black
{

ftone ; augers made of Ihark's teeth -, and rafps, com- ^

pofed of the rough flvin of a fiHi, fafbened on flat J

pieces of wood. The fame tools are all they have \

for other works, except lliells, which ferve them for i

knives. Their cordage is made of the fibres of the

cocoa-nut huil^, which, though not above ten inches

long, they plait about the fize of a quill, to v/hatever

length is rec]uired, and roll it up in balls, from v/hich

the ropes of a larger fize are m^ade, by twifting fe-

veral of thofe together. Their fiihino;-lines are as

ilrong and even as our befb cord. Their fmall hooks
confifi entirely of pearl fhell ; but the large ones are

only covered with it on the back -, and the point's of

both .are, in general of tortoife-fhell. They have

aifo numbers of fmall feines, Ibme of v/hich are of the

moft delicate texture.

Their mufical reeds or' pipes, which refemble the

Jyrinx of the ancients, have eight or ten pieces placed

parallel to each other, moft of which arc of unequal

lengths. Their iiutes arc made of a joint of bam-
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j
boOj about eighteen inches long, and are clofed at

' both ends, having a hole near each end, and four others -,

I two of which, and only one of the firft, are ufed by
\ them in playing.
' Their warlike weapons are clubs, curioufly orna-

: mented, fpears, and darts. They alfo make bows and

j

arrows -, but thefe are intended for amufement, fuch

1 as fhooting of birds, and not for the purpofe of wan
Their vegetable diet principally confifts of plantains,

cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, and yams. Their chief ar-

i tides of animal food are hogs, fiHi, and fowls ; but

I

the common people frequently eat rats. Their hogs,

I

fowls, and turtle, however, fcem to be only occafional
' dainties, referved for perfons of rank. Their food is,

in general, dreffed by baking, as at Otaheite ; and
they make, from different forts of fruit, feveral diilies,

which are very good. They are not very cleanly either

in their cookery or their manner of eating. Their
ufual drink at their meals is water, or cocoa-nut milk,

the kava being only their morning beverage. The food

that is ferved up to the chiefs, is generally laid upon
plantain leaves.

Though female chaftity feemed to be held in little

eftimation, not a fmgle breach of conjugal fidelity

happened to our knowledge, during our whole conti-

nuance at thefe iflands ; nor were the unmarried wo-
men of rank more liberal of their favours. But there

were great numbers of a very different charadter.

Xhe concern fliewn by thefe iflanders for the dead,

is a ftrong proof of their humanity. Belides burnt

circles and fears, they ftrike a fnark's tooth into their

heads till the blood flows confiderably, beat their

teeth with ftones, and thruft fpears not only through
their cheeks into their m.ounhs, but alfo into the inner

part of their thighs, and into their fides. The more
painful operations, however, are only pradlifed when
they mourn the death of thofe^ who were moft nearly

connedted with them. When one of them dies, he is

VOL. VIII. T
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wrapped up in mats and cloth, and then interred,:

V\^hen captain Cook, during his fecond voyage, firfl:

vifited thcie iflands, he oblerved that many of the ;

natives' had one or both of their little fingers cut ofFj

of the reafon of which mutilation he could not then
;

obtain a iatisfaftory account. But he was now in- "[

formed, that they perform this operation when they 1

a.re aftlided with ibme dangerous diforder, which they j

imagine may bring them to the grave. They fup- i;

pofe, that the little finger will be accepted of by the !

Deity, as a kind of propitiatory facrifice fufUcientiy '';:

efficacious to procure their recovery. In cutting it ij

off, they make ufe of a fcone hatchet. There was '

fcarceiy one perfon in ten v/ho was not thus rauti- •,:

lated ; and they fometimes cut fo clofe, as to encroach -

upon that bone of the hand which joins the amputated
;

finger. It is alfo common for the lower clafs of people
j

to cut off a joint of their little finger, on account of «

the ficknefs of the chiefs to whom they refpedlively

^^'^^^'S-
. . ^ .

.

. ^ i

They admit a plurality of deities, all of them infe- ?!

rior to Kallafootojign^ who they fay is a female, and the ^

iupreme author of moft things, refiding in the hea- %

vens, and dire6ting the wind, rain, thunder, &c. ';

They are of opinion, that when flie is much difpleafed >'

with them, the produftions of the earth are blaflied, '\

many things confumed by lightning, and themfelves |

affli6ted with iicknefs and death -, but that when her
,|

ano-er abates, every thing is immediately reitored to \

its former ftate. *\

Tliey do not worfhip any vifible part of the ere- k

ation, or any thing made by their own hands. They
|

make no offerings of dogs, hogs, and fruit (as is the
I

cuflom at Otaheite) unlefs emblem.aticaljy. But there \
feems to be no reafon to doubt of their offering up hu- •;

man facrifices.
j

We are very little acquainted with their form of go- .';

'vernment. A fubordination, refem.bling the feudal: ,i

fyllem of our anqeftors in Europe, is eftablifned amxong
i

» '\

A
1
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them.; btiL of its fuhdivifions, and the conflicucn!;

parts, we are ignorant. Though fome oi theai in-

formed us, that the king's power is unbounded, a^id that

he has the abiblute difpofal of the lives and properties'

of his fubjeds ; yet the few circumftances that offered

themfelves to our obfervation, contradidbed, rather'

than confirmed, the idea of defpotic f,vay.

The ifland of Tongataboo is divided into numerous
diftridts, each of v/hich has its peculiar chief, v/ho dif-

tributes juilice, and decides difputes, within his own
territory. Moil of thefe chieftains have eftates in

other iilands, whence they procure fupplies. The
king, at ftated times, receives the product of his dif-

tant doniinions at Tongataboo, vv^hich is not only the

ufual place of his refidence, but the abode of moll
perfbns of ditlindlion among thefe iflands. The chiefs

are fcyled by the people, lords of the earth, and alfo

of the fun and Iky.

None of the moft civilized nations have ever ex-

ceeded thefe ilianders in the great order and regularity

maintained on every occafion, in ready and fubmif-

five compliance with the commands of their chiefs,

and in the perfect harmony that fubfifts among all

ranks. Such a behaviour mianifefts itfelf in a remark-
able m.anner, v/henever their chiefs haran2;ue a body
of them aliembied together, which frequently hap-
pens. The greateft attention and mod profound ii-

ience are obferved during the harangue -, and whatever
might have been the purport of the oration, V7e never
faw a fmgle inftance, v/hen any one of thole who v/ere

prefent lliewed figns of his being difpleafed, or feemed
in the leaft inclined to difpuce the declared will of the

Ipeaker.

V/hen we take into confideration the number of
iilands of which this itate coniiils, and the diftance at

which fome of them are removed from the feat of go-
vernment, attempLs to throw off the yoke of fubjeftion
might h'^ apprehended. But they informed us, that

this circumilance never happens,

%
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The different claffes of their chiefs feemed to be
nearly as aiimerous as among us -, but there are few;

comparatively fpeaking, that are lords o( extenfive

diftricPcs of territory. It is faid, that when a perfon

ot property dies, all his poffeiTions devolve on the fo- :

vereignj but that it is cuftomary to give them to the
;

cldeil fon of the deceafed, with this condition annexed,
|

that he fhould provide, out of the eilate, for the other >!

children. The crown is hereditary -, and we know,
'ij

from a particular circumftance, that the Futtafaihes,
Ij

of which family is Poulaho, have reigned, in a diredb
|

line, for the fpace of at leail one hundred-and thirty- five
|

years, which have elapfed between our prefent vifit to
)

thefe iflands, and Tafman's difcovery of them.
\

The language of thefe iflands bears a ftriking re- ^

iemblance to that of New-Zealand, of Otaheite, and
\

the Society Ifles. The pronunciation of thefe people 'i

differs, indeed, in many inftances, from that both of j

Otaheite and New-Zealand; but, notwithflanding that, ,'

a great number of words are either very little changed, ,:

or exadlly the fame. The language, as fpoken by the
\

Friendly Iflanders, is fufficiently copious to exprefs all 'j

their ideas -, and, befides being tolerably harmiOnious ;

in common converfation, is eafily adapted to the pur-
\

pofes of mufic. They have terms to fignify numbers
\

as far as a hundred thoufand, beyond which they ei- ,•

ther would not, or could not, reckon.
]

The latitude of that part of Tongataboo where our
j

obfcrvatory was erefted, which was near the m.iddle of ;

the north fide of the iiland, was according to the moft i

accurate observations, 21^ 8' i()" ibuth i and its Ion-
^

gitude was 184" 55' i8^''eaft. '|

# -^
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CHAP. III.

Occurrences at Otaheite and the Society Ifles, and profecution of

the voyage to the coaft of North-America.

E had now taken our nnal leave of the

Friendly Ifiands. On the 17th of July, at eight o'clock

in the evening, Eooa bore north-cafl by north, dif~

tant three or four leagues. The wind blew a frefh

gale at eaft. We flood to the fouth till after fix o'clock

the next morning, when, from the fame dire-ftion, a

fudden fquail took our fiiip aback -, and before we
could trim the frJps on the other tack, the main fail

and top-gallant fails were confiderably torn.

We ftretched to the eaft-fouth-eaft, without meet-
ing v/ith any thing remarkable till the 29th, at feven

o'clock in the evening, when we had a very heavy
fquail of wind from the north. Vv^e were at this time
under fmgle reefed top-fails, courfes, and flay-faik.

Two of the latter were almoft deraoliilied by the wind,
and it was with the utmoft difficulty that we faved the

other fails. This fquail being over, we faw feveral

lights moving about on board the Difcovery, whence
we conjeftured that fomething had given way; and the

next morning we perceived that her main-top-malL
had been loft. Both wind and weather remained very
unfettled till noon, when the latter cleared up, and the

former fettled in the north- weft quarter. We were
now in the latitude of 28° 6' fouth, and our lono-l-

tude was 198'^ 23' eaft.

At noon, on the 31ft, captain Gierke made a fignal

to fpeak with captain Cook; and afterwards informed
him, that the head of the main-maft had fprung, and
in fuch a manner, as to render the rio-o-ino; of another
top-mait extremely dangerous ; that he muft therefore
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rig fomething lighter in its place. He farther inform- '}

ed him, that he had lofl his main-top-gallant yard,
]

and had not another on board, nor a fpar to make one.
i

Captain Cook fent him the Refulution's fprit-fail top-

fail yard, which fupplied this want for the prefent.
\

The next day, by getting up a jury top-maft, on which
;

he fet a mizen top-fail, he was enabled to keep way '

with the Refolution.

We fleered eaft-north-eaft and north-eaft, without
i

meeting with any remarkable occurrence, till the
j

morning of the §th ofAuguft, at eleven o'clock, when
|

land was obferved about nine or ten leagues diftant.
\

At firfb it appeared like fo many feparate iflands : but
\

as we approached we found it was all connefted, and
|

formed one and the fame ifland. [

At day-break, the next morning, we fleered for the i;

north-well fide of the ifland, and as we ftood round j

its fouth-weft part, v/e faw it guarded by a reef of \

coral rock, extending in fome places at leaft a mile i

from the land, and a high furf breaking upon it. As
\

we drew near, we faw people walking or running along \

afhore on feveral parts of the coaft, and in a fhort
\

time after, we faw two canoes launched, in which were J

about a dozen men, who paddled towards us.
|

' In order to give tatk canoes time to come up with
|

us, we fhortened fail, and the canoes after having ad- ^

vanced within piflol fhot of the fliips, fuddeniy flopped.

The natives often pointed eagerly to the fhore with

their paddles, at the lame time calling to us to go
thither; and many of their people, who were ftand-

ing upon the beach, held up fomething white in their

hands, which we conflrued as an invitation for us to

land : the captain, however, did not chufc to rifls: the

advantage of a fair wind, in order to examine an

ifland that appeared to be but of little confequence ;

and therefore, after making feveral unfuccefsful at-

tempts to prevail uporl thefe people to come near us,

we made fail to the north, and left them, having fiiil

learned that the name of their ifland was Toobouai. It
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is fituated in the latitude of 23° 25' fouth, and 210"

37- eaft longitude.

The greateft extent of this ifland in any direftion

i,s not above five or fix miles. Small, however, as it

appears, there are hills in it of a confiderable eleva-

tion ; at the foot of which is a narrow border of flat

land, extending almoft all round it, bordered with a

white fand beach. The hills were covered with herb-

age, except a few rocky cliffs, with patches of trees

interfperfed on their fummits. This ifland, as we
were informed by the men in the canoes, is plentifully

flocked with hogs and fowls, and produces the feverai

kinds of fruits and roots that are to be met with at the

other idands in this neighbourhood.

Leavino; the ifland we fleered to the north with a

frelli gale, and at day-break on the 12th of Augufl, we
perceived the ifland of Maitea.

As we drew near the ifland, we were attended by
feverai canoes, each conduced by two or three men.
But as they were of the lower clafs, Omai feemed to

take no particular notice of them, nor they of him.

x\t length, a chief, whom captain Cook had known
before, named Ootee, and Omai's brother-in-lav/,

who happened to be at this corner of the ifland, and
three or fowr others, all of whom knew Omai, before

he embarked with captain Furneaux, came on board.

Yet there was nothing in the leafl tender or flriking

in their meeting ; but, on the contrary, a perfect in-

difference on both fides, till Omai, conducing his

brother into the cabin, opened a drawer, and gave him
a few red feathers. This circumflance being foon com-
municated to the reft of the natives on deck; Ootee,
who before Vv^ould hardly fpeak to him, now begged
that they might be layos (friends) and exchange names.
Omai accepted of tlie honour, and a prefent of red

feathers ratified the agreement 3 Ootee, by way of re-

compcnce, fent afhore for a hog. It v/as evident, how-
ever, to all of us, that it was not the man, but his pro-
perty they efleemed.
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We underflood from the natives who came off to us,

that fmce captain Cook lail vifited this ifland in 1774,
two other fliips had twice been in Oheitepeha Bay^ and
had left animals there like thofe we had on board. But
on inquiring into their particulars, we found that they

confifted only of hogs, dogs, goats, a bull, and the

male of another, which they fo imperfeftiy defcribed,

that we could not conje6lure what it was. Thefe fliips,

they informed us, had come from a place called Ree-
ma 3 which we fuppolcd to be Lima, the capital of Peru,

and that thefe late vifitors were conlequently Spaniards.

They told us, that the firll time they arrived, they

built a houfe, and left behind them' two priefls, a boy
or fervant, and a perfon called Mateema ^ taking away
with them when they failed, four of the natives -, that

about ten months afterwards, the fame fhips returned,

bringing back only two of the natives, the other two
having died at Lima , and that after a Ihort Hay, they

t3ok away the people they had left -, and that the houfe

which they erected was left Handing.

We had not long anchored, before Omai's lifter came
on board, to congratulate him on his arrival. It was
plcaiing to obfcrve, that to the honour of each of them,

their meeting was marked with exprefiions of the ttn-

dereil affeftion.

When this affefting fcene was ciofed, and the lliip

properly moored, Omai attended captain Cook on fhore.

The captain then left Omai, furrounded by a number
of people, and went r.o take a furvey of the houfe faid

to have been ere£l;ed by the ftrangers who had lately

landed there. He found it ftiil ftanding, at a fmall

diftance from the beach : it was compofed of wooden
materials, which appeared to have been brought hither

ready prepared, in order to fet up as occalion might

require; for the planks were all numbered. It confifted

of two fmall rooms, in the inner of which was a bed-

Read, a bench, a table, feme old hats, and other tri-

fles, cf which tlie natives f?emed to be remarkably

carcfiil, as well as of the building itlelf, which had re-
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fceived no injuryfrom the weather, a kind of fiied hav-

ing been ereded over it. Scuttles, ferving as air holes,

appeared all round the building ; and, perhaps, they

were alfo meant for the additional purpofe of firing

from with mufquets, if neceffity iliould require it. A
wooden crofs was placed at a little diftance from the

front, on the tranfverfe part of which appeared the fol-

lowing infcription : Chriftus vincit. On the perpendi-

cular part (which confirmed our conje6lure that the

two Ihips were Spaniih) was engraved, Carolus III. im-

perat. 1774. And on the other fide of the poft, cap-

tain Cook very properly preferved the memory of the

prior vifits of the Englifh, by infcribingj Georgius ter-

tius, rex, Annis 1767, 1769, 1773, 1774, et ^111-
Near the foot of the crofs the illanders pointed out

to us the grave of the commodore of the two fhips,

who died here, while they lay in the bay on their firft

arrival. His name, as near as we could gather from their

pronunciation, was Oreede. The Spaniards, whatever

their intentions might be in vifiting this ifland, feemed
to have taken infinite pains to ingratiate themfelves

with the natives ; who, upon all occalions, mentioned

them with the flrongeft terms ofefleem and veneration.

When captain Cook returned from the houfe ere6ted

by the Spaniards, he found Omai haranguing a very

large company, and could with difficulty difengage

him to accompany him on board, where he had to

fettle a matter of importance.

Knowing that Otaheite, and the neighbouring

iflands, could fupply us plentifully with cocoa nuts, the

liquor of which is a moft excellent beverage he wiihtd

to prevail upon his people to confent to be abridged,

for a fliort time of their ilated allowance of fpiritsto

mix with water.

This propofal did not rem.ain a moment under con-

fideration, and captain Cook had the fatisfadion to find

that it was unanimoufly approved of. He ordered

captain Clerke to make a fimilar propofal to hispeople^

which they alfo readily agreed to. The ferving of
vofc, viii. U
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grog was therefore immediately flopped, except on Sa-
turday nights, when all the men had a full allowance of

it, to enable them to drink the healths of their female
]

friends in England ^ left amidfl the pretty girls of Ota-
\

heite they ihould be totally forgotten.
_j

Vv^aheiadooa, king of this part of the ifiand, though
;

at a confiderable diitance, had been informed of our ';

arrival; and in the afternoon of the i6thj a chief,;;

named Etorea, his tutor, brought captain Cook two- i

hogs as a prcfent from him ; acquainting him at the s,

fame time, that he himfelf would attend him the day: li

after. He was pundcuai to his promife; for the captain |

received a meffage from him early the next morning,
ij

notifying his arrival, and requefhing he v/ould go afhore '|

to meet him. In confequence of this invitation, Omai
|

and he prepaied to make him a formal vifit. Omai, i

on this occafion, took fome pains to drefs himfelfj

not after the manner of the Engliili, nor that of Ota-
\

heite,, or Tongataboo, or in the drefs of any other i

country upon earth ; but in a ftrange medley of ail the
\

habiliments and ornaments he was poiTefTed of.

Thus equipped, they got afhore, and lirft paid a I

vifit to Etary -, v/ho carried on a hand-barrow, accom- j

panied them to a large building where he was fet down ;

Omai feated himfelf on one fide of him, and captain ^

Cook on the other. The captain caufed a piece of
;

Tongataboo cloth to be fpread, on which were placed 1

the prefents he intended to make. The young chief 'j.

foon after arrived, attended by his mother and feveral '

principal men, who all feated themfelves oppofite to .

us A mian who fdt near the captain made a fhort *

fpeech, coniiiling of ieparate fentences, part ot which
'I

was diftated by thofe about him. Anoth.er, on the

oppofite fide near the chief, fpoke next; Etary after
j

him, and then Omai, &c. The fubjeds of thefe ora- i

tions were captain Cook's arrivali and his connections I

with them.
j

The young chief at length was direfted by his at-
\

tendants to embrace captain Cook ; and as a confirma-
i

4
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tion ,of this treaty of friendlhip, they exchanged names.

• After thefe cereinonies were over, he and his friends

accompanied the captain, to dine with him on board.

On the 19th, captain Cook received from the young

chief, a prefent often or a dozen hogs, fome cloth, and

a aiiantity of fruit. In the evening we exhibited fome

fireworks, which both pleafed and afconillied the nu-

merous fpettators.

Having provided a fi^efh fijpply of water, and finiflied

all our nccefiary operations, on the 22d we made ready

for fea. While the fnips vvrere unmooring, Omai and

captain Cook landed in the mx-rning of the 23d, to take

leave of the young chief.

Soon after iht captain got on board, a light breeze

fpringing up at eaft, we got under fail, and the Refo-

iution anchored the fame evening at Matavai Bay -, but

the Difcovery did not get in till the next morning.

On Sunday the 24th, in the morning, Otoo, the

king of the whole ifland, accompanied by agreaf num-
ber of the natives in their canoes, came from Oparre,

his place of refidence, and having landed on Matavai

Point, fent a meffenger on board, intimating his defire

to fee captain Cook there. He accordingly went afnore,

attended' by Omai, and fome of the officers. They
found a vail number of people affembled on this occa-

fion, in the midft ofwhom was the king, with his father,

his two brothers, and three fillers. The captain went

towards him and faiuted him, being followed by Omai,

w'ho kneeled and embraced his legs. Though Omai
had prepared himfelf for this ceremony, by dreiTing

himfelf in his befc apparel, and behaved with great ref-

ped and modefty, yet very little notice was taken of

him. He made the king a prefent of two or three

yards of gold cloth, and a large piece of red feathers,

and the captain gave him a gold-laced hat, a fuitof fine

linen,, fome tools, a quantity of red feathers, and one

of the bonnets worn at the Friendly Ifiands.

This vifit being over, the king and all the royal

family, accompanied captain Cook on board, toUowed
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by feveral canoes, plentifully laden with all kind of \

provifions. Not long after, the king's mother came ^

on board, bringing with her fome provifions and cloth,
\

which ihe divided between the commodore and Omai, .:

Though the latter was but little noticed at firft by his
]

countrymen, they no fooner gained inform.ation of his
j

wealth, than they began to court his fiiendiliip. Cap-
|

tain Cook encouraged this as far as lay in his power,
]

being defirous of fixing him with Otoo. Intending j

to leave all his European animxals at this ifiand, he \

thought Omai would be able to give the natives fome I

inftru6tion with regard to their ufe, and the m.anage- i

ment of them. Befides the captain was convinced, J

that the farther he was removed from his native ifiand,
j

the more he would be relpeded. But, unfortunately,
}

Omai rejeded his advice, and behaved in fo impru-
\

dent a manner, that he foon loflthe friendlhip of Otoo, i

and of all the mofl: confiderable perfon^ at' Otaheite.
?

He afibciated with none but ftrangers and vagabonds, j

whofe fole intention was to plunder him : and, if the ,'

captain had not interfered, they would not have left
;

him a fingie article of any coniequence. This con- I

dud drew upon him the ill-will of the principal chiefs j 1

who found that they could not obtain, from any one in !

either fliip, fuch valuable prefents as were beftowed by •;

Omai on the lowefl of the people. After dinner, a
'

party of us accompanied Otoo to Oparre, taking ^vith

us fome poultry, confiding of a peacock and hen, a
\

turkey-cock and hen, three geefe, one gander, four I

ducks and a drake. All thefe we left at Oparre, in the -1

pofTefTion of Otoo ; and the geefe and ducks began to
)

breed before we failed. We found there a gander, that
'

captain Wallis had given to Oberea ten years before

;

]

we alfo met with feveral goats, and the Spanifh bull, ,

whom they kept tied to a tree, near the habitation of i

Otoo. We never beheld a finer animal "of his kind. -1

The next day the commodore fent to this bull the
]

three CGWs that he had on board ; and the bull, which '

he had brought, the horfe, and mare, and fheep, were
'
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now put afliore at Matavai. Having thus difpofed of

thefe animals, he found himfelf eafed of the extraor-

dinary trouble and vexation that attended the bringing

this living car.2;o to fuch a diftance.

While we remained here, the crews of both mips

were occupied in many necelfary operations. The
Difcovery's main-maft was carried afhore, and made
as good as it had ever been before. Our fails and

water-calks were repaired; both our fliips were caulk-

ed ; and the rigging was completely overhauled. Wc
likewife infpeded the bread that we had on board in

cafl^s, and found that but little of it was damaged.

On the 26th, a piece of ground was cleared for a

garden, and planted with feveral articles ; very few ot

which will, probably, be looked after by the natives.

Some potatoes, melons, and pine-apple plants, were

in a fair v/f.y of fuceeeding before we quitted the

place. In the evening of the 29th, the ifianders made
a precipitate retreat, both from our land ftation, and

from on board the fhips. We conjedlured, that this

arofe from their knowing that fome theft had been com-
mitted and apprehending punifhment upon that ac-

count. At length, v/e became acquainted with the

whole affair. One of the furgeon's mates had made
an excurfion into the country to purchafe curiofities,

and had taken with him four hatchets for the purpofe

of exchange. Having been fo imprudent as to em-
ploy a native to carry them, the fellow took an oppor-

tunity of running off with fo valuable a prize. This
was the reafon of the fudden flight, in which Otoo
himfelf, and all his family, had joined; and it was
with difficulty that the captain flopped them, after fol-

lowing them for the fpace of two or three miles. As
he had determined to take no mcafures for the reco-

very of the hatchets, that his people for the future

might' be more upon their guard againft flich negli-

gence, every thing quicldy rcfumed its former iran-

quillity.
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The next morning, fome meffengers arrived from

Eimeo, with intelligence, that the people of that ifland

were in arms ; and that Otoo's partizans there had

httn obliged by the oppofite party to retreat to the

mountains. The quarrel between the two iflands,
''

which began in 1774, had partly fubfifted ever iince,

A formidable armam>ent had failed foon after captain .

Cook left Otaheite in his lad voyage s but the male-

contents of Eimeo had made fo gallant a refiftance, ,-,

that the fleet had returned without fu'ccefs ; and now ^

another expedition was deem^ed necelTary. On the ar- •=

rival of thefc TnefTengers, the chiefs affembled at Otoo's li

houfe, where the captain actually was at that time, and
\

had the honour of being admitted into their counciL
\

One of tlie meffengers opened the bufmefs with a 1.

fpeech of confiderable length, the purport of which

was to explain the iituation of affairs in Eimeo, and to i

excite the Otaheitan chiefs to arms on the occafion. ±

This opinion v/as oppofed by others, who were againft

commiencinp; hoflilities ; and the debate was carried on

with great order and decorum. At length, however,

the party for war prevailed; and it was refolved, though
J

not unanimoufly, that a ibrong force fhould be fent to
|

Eimeo. Otoo laid very little during the whole debate, :

Thofe of the council who v/ere inclinable for war, ap- \

plied to the captain for his affifbance ; and all of thera I

were defirous of knowing what part he would take. )

Omai was fent for to act as his interpreter ; but, as he ;

could not be found, the captain, being under a necef-
\

iity of fpeaking for himielf, told them, as well as he |

could, that, as he v/as not perfeftly acquainted with
?j

the difpute, and as the natives of Eimeo had never
;

given him the leaft caufe of offence, he could not think
]

of eneao-ino; in hoftilities ag-ainft them. With this de- i

ciaration, they either were, or appeared to be, fatisfied, <

The council was then diffolved ; but, before the cap- 1

tain retired, Otoo de fired him to come again in the at- \

ternoon, and brins; Omai with him. ':
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A party of us accordingly vvaitcd upon him at the

appointed time -, and he conduded us to his father,

iji whofe prefence the difpute with Eimeo was again

difculfed. The commodore being very defirous of ef-

fefting an accommodation, founded the old chief on
that fubjed -, but he was deaf to any fuch propofal, and
fully determined to carry on hoftilities. On our en-

quiry into the caufe of the war, we were informed,

that, feveral years ago, a brother of Waheiadooa,

of Tiaraboo, was fent to Eimeo, at the dehre of Ma-
heine, a popular chief of that ifland, to be their king;

but had not been there many days before Maheine,
having caufed him to be put to death, fet up for him-
feif, in oppofition to Tierataboonooe, nephew of the

deceafed, who now became the lawful heir, or perhaps

had been appointed, hj the people of Otaheite, to fuc-

ceed to the government on the death of the other.

Our gentlemen being now at Oparre, Otoo folicited

them to pafs the night there. They had here an op-

portunity of obfervmg how thefe people amufe them-
felves in their private hee-vas. They faw about a hun-
dred of them fitting in a houfe -, in the midfc of v/hom
were two women, and an old man behind each of
them, beating gently upon a drum ; and the women,
at intervals finging with ^reat foftnefs and delicacy.

The affembly were very attentive, and feemed, as it

were, abforbed in the pleafure the mufic gave them 5.

few of them takino- anv notice of the ftrano-ers, and
the performers never once ceafmg. When the party

arrived at Otoo's houfe, it was aimoft dark. Here
they were entertained with one of their public heevaSy

or plays, in which his three fifters reprefented the prin-

cipal charaders. This they call a heeva raa^ and no-

perfon is fuffered to enter the houfe or area v/here it is

exhibited. This is always the cafe, when the royal

fillers are the performers. Their drefs, on this occa-
fion, was truly elegant and pidurefque, and they ac-

quitted themielves in a very diftinguiilied mianner \

though fome comic interludes, v/herein four men vvere
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the performers, feemed to afford greater entert;?in-^^^^

ment to the audience, which was numerous. Th6
captain and his companions proceeded the next morn-
ing to Matavai, leaving Otoo at Oparre , but his mo-
ther, fillers, and many other women, attended the

captain on- board, and Otop followed a fhort time

after. '

On the 7th, in the evening, we exhibited fome fire-

works before a vaft concourfe of people, fome of

whom were highly entertained, but the greater num-
ber were mxUch terrified with the exhibition ^ infomuch,

that they could hardly be prevailed on to keep to-

o-cther, to fee the whole of the entertainment. What
concluded the bufmefs was a table rocket. It flew off

the table, and difperfed the whole crowd in an inftant ; j

even the moft refolute amongll them now fled with

precipitation.

A party of us dined, the next day, with OedideCj .'|

on fifii and pork. The hog, which weighed about »

thirty pounds, was alive, drefTed, and upon the table,

within the hour. Soon after we had dined, Otoo ap-

peared, and enquired of captain Cook, if his belly

was full ? who anfwered in the affirmative. " Then
come along with me," faid Otoo. The captain ac-

cordingly attended him to his father's, where he faw

feveral people employed in drefTmg two girls, with fine
'

cloth, after a very fingular fafhion. There were feveral

pieces of cloth, and the one end of each piece Vt^as held

over the heads of the girls, while the remainder was

wrapped round their bodies under the arm-pits. The
upper ends were then fuiFered to fall down, and hang

in folds to the ground, over the other. Round the

outfide of all, were then wrapped feveral pieces of

cloth of various colours, which confiderably increafed

the lize, it being five or fix yards in circuit ; and the

weight of this fmgular attire was as much as the poor

girls could well fupport. To each were hung two

iaameSy or breaft-piates, in order to embellifii the

whole, and give it a pid:urefque appearance. Thus :

m
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equipped, they were taken' on board the fhip, which,

together with this cloth, was a prefent to captain Cook
from Otoo's father.

On the loth, Otoo treated a party of us at Oparre
with a play. His three fillers were the performers,

and their dreffes were new and elegant, much more fo

than we had met with in any of thefe iflands.

The principal objed, however, that the captain had
now in view, in going to Oparre, was to fee an em-
balmed corpfe, near the refidence of Otoo. On en-

quiry, he found it to be the remains of Tee, a chief

whom he well knew when he laft vifitcd this ifland.

It was lying in an elegant ioopapaoo, in all refpc6ts fi-

milar to that at Oheitepeha, in which the remains of
Waheiadooa are depofited. We found the body was
under cover, v^ithin the toopapaoOj and wrapped up in

cloth. At the captain's defire, the perfon who had
the care of it, brought it out, and placed it on a kind
of bier, fo as to give a perfedt view of itj but we were
not admitted within the pales that inclofed the toopapaoo.

The corpfe having been thus exhibited, he ornamented
the place with mats and cloths, dilpofed in fuch a
manner as to produce a pleafmg efFed:. The body
was entire in every part; and putrefafbion feemed
hardly to be begun, not the leaft difagreeable fmell

proceeding from it ; though this is one of the hotted
climates, and Tee had been above four months dead*

There was, indeed, a fhrinking of the mufcular parts

and eyes, but the hair and nails were in their original

ftate, and the feveral joints were pliable. On enquiry
into their method of prelerving their dead bodies, we
were informed, that, foon after they are dead, they

are difembowelled, by drawing the intefbines, and other

'uifcera^ out at the arms., and the whole cavity is fluffed

with cloth ; that when any moifture appeared, it was
immediately dried up, and the bodies rubbed all over
with perfumed cocoa-jriut oil ; which, frequently re-

peated, preferved them feveral months ; after which
VOL. VIII.

' X
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they moulder away gradually. Omai informed us, that

the bodies of all their great men, who die a natural,

deathj are thus preferved ; and are expofed to public.

vieWj for a very confiderpble time after. At firft, they

are exhibited every fine day; aftervi^ards the interva]&

become greater and greater -, and, at laft, they are very

feldom to be feeii. ¥/e quitted Oparre in the even-
ing, leaving Otoo and all the royal famiily.

The next day, the captains Cook and Gierke, being

honoured with Otoo's company, mounted on horfe-

back, and rode round the plain of Matavai, to the

sironifhment of a vail train of fpectators. Once or i

twice, before this, Omai had, indeed attempted to get.|

on a horfe -, but he had as often fallen off, before he i

could contrive to feat himfelf properly ; this was, there- i

fore, the firft time they had ^tcn any body on horfe- \

back. What the captains had begun, was repeated;

daily, by one or another of our people ; and yet the 1

curiofity of the natives continued unabated. After:

rhey had feen the ufe that was made of thefe animalsyj

they were exceedingly delighted with them j and we
i

were of opinion, that they conveyed to them a better

:

idea of the greatnefs of other nations, than ail the no- i

velties that their European vifitors liad carried among
;

them.

Otoo acquainted Captain Cook, that his prefencc

:

Vv2.s required at Oparre, where an audience was to be i

criven to the a;reat perfonage from Bolabola, and begged i

he v/ouM accompany him thither. The captain rea-
|

dily coniented, expe61:ing to meet with fomething de- \

ferving his notice. . Accordingly, they fet out on the j

1 6th. Attended by Mr. Anderfon.. Nothing, how-

J

ever, occurr^-d, that was interefting or curious. I

Captain Cook, Mr. Anderfon, and Omai, in the

«

morning of the i8th, %vent again to Oparre, accom- J

panied by Otoo ; taking Vv'ith them the fl-ieep which ';

the captain inierHed to leave upon the ifland. They
|

Gonfifted of an Englifh ram and ewe, and three Cape
|

ewes j all v/hich he made a prefeat of to Otoo, All
j
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•idle three cows having been with the bull, he thought

it advifeable to divide them, and carry fome to Uiie-

tea. With this vievv, he ordered them to be brought

before him, and propoled to Etary, that if he vv'-ould

-; leave his bull with Otoo, he ihould have this and one

;©f the cows. To this propofal, Ekary, at firft, ftarted

jlfome objeftionsj but, at iail, agreed to it; however,

las the cattle were putting into the boat, one of

I

Etary 's followers oppofed the making any exchange

j whatever.

The captain, upon this, fufpe6ling that Etary had
ijagreed to the arrangement, for the prefent, only to

;jpleafe him, dropped the idea of an exchange ; and

I finally determined to leave them all Vv'ith Otoo, v\?hora

he ftriddy enjoined not to fufter them to be removed

I

from Oparre, till he fhould have got a fcock of young
ones ; which he might then difpcfe of to his friends,

^or fend to the neighbouring iflands.

I This matter being fettled, our gentlemen left Etary
and his party, and attended Otoo to another place,

not far diftant, where they found the fervants of a

chief, waiting with a pig, and a dog, as a prefenc

from their mafter to the king. Thefe were delivered

with the ufual ceremonies, and an harangue, in which
the fpeaker enquired after the healt|i -of Otoo, and of

,jali his principal people.

% This day, and the 19th, we were very fparingly

jfupplied with fruiL Otoo being informed of this, he
'and his brother, who particularly attached himfelfto

captain Gierke, came from Oparre, with a large fup-

^ply for b6th fhips. All the royal family came the next
.day with prefents, fo that we now had m.ore provilions

'than we could confume.

I
Our water being on board, and every thing put in

I

order, the captain began to think of .quitting the illand

]
that he might have a fufficient time for vifiting others

iin this neighbourhood. We therefore removed our

jobfcrvatories and inftruments from the Ihore, and benr
= the fails.
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Early the next morning, Otoo came on board th •]

inform captain Cook, that the war canoes of Matavai,

and of three other diftridls, were going to join thofe be-

longing to Oparre, and that part of the ifland 3 and

that there would be a general review there. The
fquadron of Matavai was foon after in motion -, and after

parading for fome time about the bay, aiTembled ailiore,

near the middle of it. Captain Cook now went in his

boat to take a furvey of them.

What they call their war canoes, which are thofc

with ftages, on which they fight, amount to about

fixty in number; there are nearly as many more of a

fmaller fize. The captain was ready to have attended

them to Oparre ; but the chiefs foon after formed a re-

folution, that they would not move till the next day.

This appeared to be a fortunate delay, as it afforded

him fome opportunity of getting fome infight into their

manner of fighting. He therefore defired Otoo to

give orders, that fome of them fhould go through the

neceflary manceuvres. Accordingly, two ofthem were

ordered ou£ into the bay; in one of which Otoo, cap-

tain Cook, and Mr„ King, embarked, and Omai went
on board the other. As foon as they had got fufficient

fea room, they faced, advanced, and retreated by turns,

as quick as their rowers could paddle. In the mean
time, the warriors on the ftages flourilhed their wea-
pons, and played a variety of anticks, v/hich could

anfwer no other purpofe than that of roufmg their paf-

fions, to prepare them for the onfet. Otoo ftood by

the fide oi' one ftage, giving the neceflary orders, when
to advance, and when to retreat. Great judgment,

and a very quick eye, feemed requiflte, in this depart-

ment, to feize every advantage, and to avoid every dif-

advantage. At length, after feveral times advancing!?!

to, and retreating from each other, the two canoes,'

clofed, ftage to ftage -, and after a fevere though fhort

conflict all the troops on C>too's ftage ware fuppoied to

be killed, and Omai and his affociates boarded them,

when inftantly Otoo, and all the paddlers in his canoe.
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leaped into the fea, as if reduced to the neceffity of

preferving their lives by fwimming.
According to Omai's information, their naval en-

gagements are not always conducted in this manner.

They fometimes lafh two veffels together, head to

head, and fight till all the warriors on one fide or

the other are killed. But this clofe combat is nevef

pradlifed, except v/hen the contending parties are de-

termined, to conquer or die. Indeed, one or the

other muft infallibly happen ; for they never give

quarters, unlefs it be to referve their prifoners for a

more cruel death the day following.

All the power and ftrength of thefe iflands lie

folely in their navies. A general engagement on
land vv^e never heard of here ; and all their decifive

battles are fought on the v/ ate

r

When the time and place of battle are fixed upon
by both parties, the preceding day and night are

fpent in feafting and diverlions. When the morning
approaches, they launch the canoes, make every
neceffary preparation, and, with the day, begin the

battle; the fate of which, in general, decides the

difpute. The vanquifhed endeavour to fave them-
felves by a precipitate flight ; and thofe who reach

the fhore fly, with their friends, to the mountains;
for the vi6tors, before their fury abates, fpare neither

the aged, nor women, nor children. They afiemble

the next day, at the morai, to return thanks to the eatcca

for the viftory, and off^er up the flain and the prifoneis

as facrifices. A treaty is then fet on foot ; and the

conquerors ufually obtain their own terms ; by which
large diftrifts of land, and even whole iflands, fome-
times change their owners. Omai faid he was once
taken a prifoner by the men of Bolabola, and conduclcd
to that ifl.and, where he and many others would have
fuffered death the next day, had they not been fortunate

enough to efcape in the niglit.

This mock fight being over, Omai put on his uiit

of armour, mounted a ftage in one of tjie canoes, and
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thus equipped, was paddled all along the fhore of the-
bay, that every one might have a perfefc view of him.

His coat of mail, however, did not engage the atten-

tion of the multitude fo much as was expefted. The
novelty was in a great degree loft upon i'ome of them,
who had feen a part of it before; and there were others

who had conceived fuch a dillike to Omai, from his
.;

folly and imprudence at this place, that they would j

hardly look at any thing that was exhibited by him,
|

however lingular and new.
;|

Otoo and his father came on board in the morning i

of the sad, to knov/ when captain Cook propofed faii-.^

ing. For, hearing that there was a good harbour at
j

lEimeo, he had informed them that he fliouldvifit that
;

ifland on his pafTage to Huaheine ; and they propofed ;

to accompany him, and that their fleet fhouid fail at.i

the fame time, to reinforce Towha. Being ready to,'

take his departure, he fubmitted to them the appoint^ l

ment of the day, and the Wednefday following v/as i

determined upon -, when he was to receive on board
j

Otoo, his father, mother, and the whole family. Thefe
\

points being agreed on, ahe captain propofed imme- i

diateiy fetting out for Oparre, where all the fleet was
j

to afTemble this day, and to be reviewed. ^

As captain Cook was getting into his boat, news ar- •

rived that a treaty had been concluded between Tow- ^

ha and Maheine, and Towha's fleet had returned to i

Attahooroo. From this unexpefted event, the war ]

canoes, inftead of rendezvoufmg at Oparre, were or- .i

dered to their refpeftive diftrids. Captain Cook,
\

however, followed Otoo to Oparre, accompanied by i

Mr. King and Omai. Soon after their arrival, a -•\

mefTenger arrived from Eimeo, and related the con- I

ditions of the peace. The terms being difadvanta- -{

geous to Otaheite, Otoo was feverely cenfured, whofe -i

delay, in fending reinforcement, had obliged Towha
^

to fubmit to a difo-raceful accomm.odation. It was
{

even currently reported, that Towha, relenting the
;

-treatm.ent he had received, had declared, that imme- ;
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diately after captain Cook's departure, he would join

his forces to thofe of Tiaraboo, and attack Otoo.

This caUed upon the captain to declare, that he was
determined to efpoufe the intereft of his friend ; and
that whoever prefumed to attack him, fhould expe-

rience the weight of his difpleafure when he returned

to their ifland.

This declaration probably had the defired efFecl;^

and if Towha did entertain any fuch hoftile intention

at firft, we heard no more of the report. Whappai,
the father of Otoo, highly difapproved of the peace^

and cenfured Towha for concludinor it. This old man
wifely confidered that captain Cook's going with them
to Eimeo, might have been of fingular fervice to their

caufe, though he iliould not interfere in the quar-

rel. He therefore concluded, that Otoo had a^led

prudently in waiting for the captain, though it pre-

vented his giving that early affiftance to Towha which
he expefted.

As our friends knew that we were upon the point of
failing, they all paid us a vifit the 26th, and brought
more hogs with them than we wanted ; for having no
fait left to preferve any, we had fully fufficient for our
prefent ufe.

Captain Cook accompanied Otoo the next day to

Oparre -, and before he left it took a furvey of the

cattle and poultry which he had configned to his friend's

care. Every thing was in a promifing way, and
feemed properly attended to. Two of the geefe, as

well as two of the ducks, were fitting, but the pea-

hen and turkey-hen had neither of them begun to lay.

He took four goats from Otoo, two of which he in-

tended to leave at Ulietea ; and to referve the other

two for the ufe of any other iflands he might touch at

in his paiTage to the north.

The following circumftance concerning Otoo will

Ihew, that the people of this ifland are capable of
much addrefs and art to accomplifh their purpofes,

Amongft other things which captain Cook had at dif-
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ferent times given to this chief, was a fpying-glafs.

Having been two or three days poffeffed of it, he per-

haps grew tired of its novelty, or difcovered that it

couid not be of any ufe to him ; he therefore carried

it privately to captain Gierke, telling him, that as he

had ihewn great friendihip for him, he had got a pre-

fent for him^ which he fuppofed would be agreeable to

him. " But, fays Otoo, Toote muft not be informed

of this, becaufe he wanted it, and I refufed to let him
have it." Accordingly, he put the glafs into captain

Gierke's hands, alluring him at the fame time, that he

came honeftly by it. Gaptain Gierke, at firft, wilhed to

be excufed accepting it -, but Otoo infifted upon it that

he ihould, and left it with him. A few days after he re-

minded captain Gierke of the glafs ; who, though he

did not wiih to have it, was yet delirous of obliging

Otoo ; and thinking that a few axes would be more
acceptable, produced four to give him in exchange.

Otoo immediately exclaimed, " Toote offered me five

for it." " Well (fays captain Gierke) if that be the

cafe, you ihall not be a lofer by your friendihip for

me -y you fhall have fix axes." He readily accepted

them J but again defired, that captain Gook might
not be made acquainted with the tranfadlion. For the

many valuable things which Omai had given away he

received one good thing in return, this was a very

fine double-failing canoe, completely equipped. Some
time before, the captain had made up a fuit of Englifh

colours for him, but he confidered them as too valu-

able to be ufed at this time, and therefore patched up
a parcel of flags and pendants, to the number of ten

or a dozen, vv^hich he fpread on different parts of his

canoe. This, as might be expeded, drew together

a great number of people to look at her. Omai's

ftreamers were a m.ixture of Englifh, French, Spa-

nifh, arid Dutch, being all the European colours he

had feen. He had completely ftocked himfelf with

cloth and cocoa-nut oil, which are better, and more
plentiful at Otaheite than at any of the Society lilands^
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Infomiich, that they are confidered as articles of trade.

Omai would not have behaved fo inconfifcently, as he

did in many inftancts, had it not been for his fiftcrand

brother-in-law, vdio, together v/ith a few feleft ac-

quaintances, engroffed him to themfelves, in order to

ilrip him of every article he poiTeffed. And they

would certainly have fucceededj if captain Cook had
not taken the moil ufeful articles of his property into

his poffeffion. This, however, would not have laved

Omai from ruin, if he had permitted thefe relations

of his to have accompanied him to his intended place

of fettlement at Huaheine. This, indeed, was their

intention, but the captain difappointed their farther

views of plunder, by forbidding them to appear in

that ifland, while he continued in that part of
the world -, and they knew him too well not to

comply.

By calms, and gentle breezes from the weft, we
were detained here fome days longer than we expedl-

ed. All this time the fliips were crovv'ded vnth our

friends, and furroundcd by canoes ; for none of them
would quit the place till we departed. At length, on
the 29th, at three o,clock in the afternoon, the wind
came at eafc, and we v/eighed anchor. The fhips be-

ing under fail, to oblige Otoo, and to gratify the curi-

ofity of his people, we 'fired fevcn guns, after which,

all our friends, except him and two or three more,
took leave of us with fach lively marks of forrow and
affeflion, as fufiiciently teftified how much they re-

gretted our departure. Otoo expreffing a defire of
feeing the fhips fail, we made a flretch out to fca, and
then in again immediately; when he alfo took his lafl

far-jwel, and went afiiore in his canoe.

Captain Cook would not have quitted Otaheite {o

foon as he did, if he could have prevailed upon Omai
ro fix himfelf there. There was not even a proba-
bility of our being better fupplied with provifions elfe-

v/here than we continued to be here, even at the cimi;.

VOL. viii. y
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of our leaving it. Befides, fuch a friendfhip and con-

fidence fubfifted between us and the inhabitants, as

could hardly be expedled at any other place, and, it

was rather extraordinary, had never been once inter-

rupted or fufpended by any accident or mifunderftand-

ing, nor had there been a theft committed worthy of

notice.

It may appear extraordinary, that we could never
get any diftind: account of the time when the Spani-

ards arrived^ the time they flayed, and when they de-

parted. TTie more we made enquiry into this matter^

the more we were convinced of the incapability of

moll of thefe people to remember, calculate, or note

the time, when paft events happened, efpecially if

for a longer period than eighteen or twenty months.

tt, however, appeared, by the infcription upon the

crofs, and by the information of the mofl intelligent

of the natives, that two fhips came to Oheitepeha in

1774, not long after captain Cook left Matavia, which
was in May the fame year. The live Hock they left

here confiHed of one bull, fome goats, hogs, and
dogs, and the male of another animal, which we were
afterwards informed was a ram, and was at this timxe

at Bolabola.

The hogs are large -, have already much improved;

the breed originally found by us upon the ifland, and,-

on our late arrival, were very numerous. Goats are

alfo in plenty, there being hardly a chief without fome.

The dogs that the Spaniards put afhore are of two or

three forts : if they had been all hanged, inftead of

being left upon the ifland, it would have been better

for the natives. Captain Cook's young ram fell a-vic-

tim to one of thefe animals. Four Spaniards re-

mained on fhore when thefe fhrps left the ifland ; two
of whom were priefts, one a fervant, and the other

was much carefied among the natives, who diflinguifh

him by the nam^e of Mateema. He feems to have fo

far fludied their language, as to have been able to

fpeak it tolerably, and to have, been indefatigable iri
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^

jmpreffing tlie minds of the iflanders with exalted ideas

of the greacnefs of the Spanilli nation, and inducing

them to think meanly of that of the Englilh.

i On the 30th of September, at day-break, after

I
leaving Otaheite, we flood for the north end of the

iiland of Eimeo, and anchored in ten fathoms water.

Taloo is the name of this harbour : it is on the north
' fide of the ifland, and in the diftridl of Qboonohoo,
!
or Poonohoo. It runs above two miles between the

:
hills, fouth, or fouth by eaft. It is not inferior to any
harbour we have met with in this ocean, both for fecu-

rity and goodnefs of bottom.

The harbour of Parowroah, on the fame fide of the

ifland, is about two miles to the eaftward, and is much
larger within than that of Taloo i but the opening in

the reef lies to leeward of the harbour, and is confi-

derably narrower. Thefe ftriking defe6ls muft give

the harbour of Taloo a decided preference.

As foon as we had anchored, great numbers of the

inhabitants came aboard our fliips from mere motives
of curiofity, for they brought nothing with them for

tlie purpofes of barter j but feveral canoes arrived the

next morning from more diftant parts, bringing with

them an abundant fupply of bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts,

and a few hogs, vv^hich were exchanged for beads, nails,

and hatchets -, red feathers being not fo much demand-
ed here as at Otaheite.

On Thurfday the 2d of O6lober, in the morning,

captain Cook received a vilit from Maheine, the chief

of the ifland, accompanied by his wife. He approach-

ed the fhip with as great caution and deliberation, as

if he apprehended mifchief from us, as friends of the

Otaheitans 5 thefe people having no idea that Vv^e can
be in friendfiiip with any one, without adopting his

caufe againft his enemies. Captain Cook made them
prefents (5f fuch articles as feemed mod to fl:rike their

fancy, and, after Haying about half an hour, they went
on fhore. They returned foon after with a large hog,
meaning it as a return for the captain's favour 3 but he
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made them an additional prefent to the full value of it;

after which they went on board the Difcovery, to vifit;

captain Gierke.

Towards the evening, captain Cook and Oiiiai

mounted on horfeback, and rode along the fnore.

Omai having forbade the natives to follow us, our train

M^as not very numerous ] the fear of giving offence

having got the better of their curiofity.

Having made every preparation for failing, we hauled

the fhip oil into the itream, in the morning of the 6th,

intending to put to fea the next day, but a difagreeable

accident prevented it.

We had in the day time lent our goats aihore to

graze, and, notwithfLanding tv^o men had been ap-

pointed to look after them, one of them had been fiolen'

this evenincr. This v/as a confiderable Icfs, as it in-

terfered vvitn the captain's views of flocking other if-

lands with thefe aniiTials; he therefore was determined

if pofTible, to recover it. We received intelligence

the next morning, that it had been conveyed to Ma-
heine, who v/as at that time in Parov/roah harbour.'

Two elderly men offered their fervices to condu6l any

of our people to him, in order to bring back the goat.

Accordingly, the captain difpatched fome of his people

in a boat, charged with a micffage to that chief, and

infiited on botli the goat and the thief being immedi-
ately c-iven UD. The sroat was brou2;ht back in the

evening, but in the interim, another was ftolen, which

was with much difficulty recovered, and not till captain

Cook had actually burnt fome houfes and canoes, and

threatened other a6i:s of hoilility.

At Eimeo the Ihips v/ere abundantly fupplied with

fire yyood. We did not fupply ourfelves with this ar-

ticle at G'taheite, as there is not a tree at Matavai but

what is ufcfulto the inhabitants. We aifo received

here a large fiippij of retrcllim.ents in hogs, bread fruit,

and cocoa nuts.

There is very little difference between the produce

of this ifiand and that of Otaheite^ but the difference
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in their women is remarkable. Thofe of Eimeo have

a dark hue, and lovv' in ftature, and have forbidding

features.

The appearance of Eimeo bears not the ieaft refem-

blance to that of Otaheite. The latter being a hilly

country, has little lovv land, except fome deep vallies,

and the flat border that furrounds it near the fea. Eimeo
has Ileep rugged hills, running in different direftions,

leaving large vallies, and gently rifing grounds about

their fides. The hills, though reeky, are generally-

covered with trees, almoft to the tops. At the bottom

of the harbour of Taloo, the ground gradually rifes to

the foot of the hills ; but the fiat border on the fides

becomes quite fteep at a fmall diilance from the fea.

This renders ic a profpedt fuperior to any thing we fav/

at Otaheite. Near the place vv'here our fhips v/ere Ita-

tioned are two Targe ftones, concerning which fome
fuperflitious notions are entertained by the natives.

They confider them as brother and filler j that they are

Eatooas, or divinities, and that they came from Ulie-

tea by fome fupernatural means.

On the morning that fucceeded our departure from
Eimeo, we fav/ Huaheine. At twelve o'clock we an-

chored at the northern entrance of Owharre harbour,

fituate on the weft fide of the illand.

The next morning, which was the 13th of 06lober,

all the principal people of the illand came to our lliips.

This was juft what the commodore v/iilied, as it was
nov/ high time to fettle Omai ; and he fuppofed, that

the prefence of thefe chiefs would enable him to effe<5t

it in a fatisfactory manner. Omai now feemed inclined

to eftablifn himfelf at Ulietea j and if he and captain

Cook could have agreed with refpeft to the mode of

accomplifhing that defign, the latter would have con-

fented to adopt it. His father had been deprived by
the inhabitants of Bolabola, when they fubdued Ulietea,

of fome land in that iiland, and the captain hoped he

fnould be able to get it reilored to the fonwithouc dif-

ulty. For this purpofe it was necelTary that Omai
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Hiould be upon amicable terms with thofe who had be-r

come mafters of the ifland i but he would not liften ta
;

any fuch propofal, and was vain enough to imagine, that

the captain would make ufe offeree to reinftatehim in

his forfeited lands. This preventing his being fixed at '

Ulietea, the captain began to confider Huaheine as the :

more proper place, and therefore determined to avail 1

himfelfof the prefence of the chief men of that illand,

and propofe the affair to them.

The captain now prepared to make a formal vifit

to Taireetareea, the Earee rahie^ or king of the ifland,

with a view of introducing this bufinefs. Omai, who.

was to accompany him, drelTed himfelf very properly

on the occaflon, and provided a handfome prefent for

the chief himfelf, and another for his Eatdoa, Their

landing drew moft of the vifitors from our fhips, who,

with many others, aifembled in a large houfe. The
captain waited fome tirne for Taireetareea : but when
that chief appeared, he found that his prefence might ^

eafily have been difpenfed with, as he did not exceed
|

ten years of age. Omai began with making his offer- i

ing to the gods, which confifted of cloth, red feathers, !

^c. Another offering fucceeded, which was to be
]

given to the gods by the young chief j and, after that,

feveral other tufts of red feathers vv^ere prefented. The.
j

different articles were 'laid before a prieft, being each \

of them delivered v/ith a kind of prayer, which was '

ipoken by one of Omai's friends, though in a great
{

Xiieafure diftated by himfelf In thefe prayers he did

QOt forget his friends in England, nor thofe who had

conduced him fafe back to his native country. Thefe
^offerings and prayers being ended, the prieft took each

hi the articles in order, and after repeating a prayerj^

lent every one to the moral.

Thefe religious rites having been performed, Omai
icated himfelf by the captain, vyho beftowed a prefent

on the young chief, and received another in return. I

Some arrangernen ts were next agreed upon, relative to, !

the mode of carrying on the intercourfe between us^
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and the iilanders -, and the captain pointed out the mif-

chievous confequences that would attend their plun-

dering us, as they had done on former occafions. The
eftablifhrnent of Omai was then propofed to the chiefs

who were affembled. He informed them, that we
had conveyed him into our country, where he was well

received, by the great king and his Earees^ (chiefs or

nobles) and treated during his whole ftay with all the

marks of regard and affeftion ; that he had been

brought back again, after having been enriched, by
our generofity, with a variety of articles which would
be highly beneficial to his countrymen ; and that, be-

iides the two horfes which were to continue v/ith him,

many other new and ufeful animals had b^en left at

Otaheite, which would fpeedily multiply, and furniih

a fufficient nnmber for the ufe of all the neiohbourino:

iflands. He then gave them to underiland, that it

was captain Cook's earneft requeft, that they Vv/Guld

give his friend a piece of land, upon which he might
build a houfe, and raife provifions for himfelf and ier-

vants J adding, that if he could not obtain this at Hua-
heine, either by donation or purchafe, the captain wast

refolved to carry him to Ulietea, and eilablifh him
there. Thefc topics were difcated to Omai by captain

Cook, v/ho obferved, that what he concluded with,

about going to Ulietea, feemed to gain the approba-

tion of all the chiefs, and he immediately perceived the

reafon. Omai had vainly flattered himfelf, that the

captain would ufe force in reftoring him to his father's

lands in Ulietea, and he had talked at random on this

fubjeft tofome of the affembly, who now expe6led that

the captain would affift them in invading Ulietea, and

driving the Bolabolans out of that iiland. it being

proper therefore, that he iliould undeceive them, he

fignified, in the mioft decifive manner, that he would
rieither ' give them any affiftance in fuch an enterprife,

nor would fuffer it to be put in execution while he re-

mained in their feas ; and that, if Omai eilablifhed

himfelf in Ulietea, he ought to be introduced as a-
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friend, and net forced on the people of Bolabola ^ ;

their conqueror.

This preremptory declaration immediately gave a

new turn to the fentiments of the council, one of

whom expreiied himfeif to this effeft : that the whole

ifland of Huaheine, and whatever it contained^ were

captain Cook's ; and that, confequently, he might dif-

pofe of what portion he pleafed to his friend. Omai
was pleafed at hearing this j thinking that he would

be very liberal, and give him Vv'hat was perfeftly fuf-

ficient. But to make an ofter of what it would have

been improper to accept, the captain confidered as

offering nothing -, and therefore defired that they would

mark out the particular fpot, and likewife the exa6l

quantity of land which they intended to allot for the

lettlement. Upon this, fomie chiefs, who had already

retired from the aiiembly, were fent for, and, after a

Ihert confultation, the commodore's requeft was una-

nimoufly granted, and the ground immediately fixed

upon, adjoining to the houfe where the prefent meeting

was held. It extended along the fhore of the harbour

about two hundred yards -, its depth to the bottom of

the hill v/as fomewhat more ; and a proportional part

of the hill was comprehended in the grant. This affair

being fettled, a tent was pitched on fhore, a poft effa-

bliiked, and the obfervatories ere6led. The carpenters

of each ihip were alfo now employed in building a fm.all

houfe for Omai, in which he might fecure the various

European commodities that he had in his poffcffion

;

at the fame time fome of our people were occupied irt

making a garden for his ufe, planting vines, ihaddocks,

melons, pine apples, and the feeds of other vegetable

articles ; all which ^vere in a fiouriiliing fcate before

our departure from the ifland.

Omai began now to pay a ferious attention to his own
affairs, and heartilv repented of his ill-judged prodi-

gality at Otaheite. He found at Fluaheine, a brother,

a frfter, and a brother-in-law, the filter having been

married i but thcfe did not plunder him, as his other
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Irelations had lately done. Ic appeared, however, that

Ithough they had too much honefty and good nature to

do him any injury, they were of too little confequence

in the illand to do him any real fcrvices, having neither

^authority nor influence to prote6t his perfon. Thus
circumftanced, he ran great rifque of being fbrippcd of

every thing he had received from us, as foon as he

llhould ceafe to be within the reach of our powerful

jproteftion.

I
He was now on the point of being placed in the very

lingular fituation, of being the only rich man in the

icommunity of which he was to be a member. And as

Ihe had, by his connexion v/ith us, made himfelf mailer

of an accumulated quantity of fpccies of treafure which
!his countrymen could not create by art or induftry of

jtheir own, it was natural to imagine, that while all were
:defirous of fharing in this envied wealth, all would be

ready to join in attempts to ftrip its fole proprieter. As
the moft likely means of preventing this, captain Cook
advifed him to diftribute fome of his moveables among
two or three of the principal chiefs, who, on being

thus ^ratified themfelves, misrht be induced to favor

him with their patronage, and iliield him from the in-

juries of others : he promifcd to follow this advice ; and
we heard before we failed, that this prudent ftep had
been taken. The captain, however, not confiding en-

\

tirely to the operations of gratitude, had recourfe to

!
the more forcible and effectual mode of intimidation,

taking every opportunity of notifying to the inhabitants,

that it was his intention to make another vifit to their

ifland, after being abfent the ufual time ; and that, if

he did not find his friend in the fame fliatc of fecurity

m which he fhould leave him at prefent, all thofe who
fliould then appear to have been his enemies, might
cxpe6t to become theobjefts of his refentment.

While v/e remained in this harbour, Ave carried tiie

bread on iliore to clear ic of vermin. The number of
cockroaches that infefted tiie Ihip at this time is almoft

VOL. VII|. Z'



17? A VOYAGE TO THE PAGIFIC OCEAN.

incredible. The damage vve fuftained from them was
very confiderable, and every attempt to deftroy them
proved fruitlefs. If any kind of food was expofed for

a few minuteSj it v/as covered with thefe noxious in-

f^tls, who foon pierced it full of holes, fo that it re-

fcmbled an honcyccmb. They proved fufficientiy de-

ftruftive to birds which had been ftuffed for curiofities,

and were fo fond of ink, that they eat out the writings

on the labels, faflened to dilTerent articles ; and the

only thing v/hich preferved books from their ravages

was the ciofenefs of the binding, which prevented thefe

devourers from infmuating themfelves betv-'een the

leaves.

Omai's houfe being now almoft finiilied, many of

his moveables were carried alliore on the 26th; amongft

other articles was a box of toys, v^^hich greatly pleafed

the gazing multitude : but as to his plates, difhes,

drinking mugs, glaffes, pots, kettles, and the v/hoie'
j

train of domeftic apparatus, fcarce one of his country- :

men v/ould even look at them. Omai himfelf began
\

to think that they would be of no fervice to him -, that i

a baked hog was m.ore favory eating than a boiled onej
1

that a plantain leaf made as good a plate or difli as

pewter -, and that a cocoa-nut iliell v;as as convenient

a goblet as one of our m^ugs. He therefore difpofed of
''

moft of thefe articles of Englifli furniture among the
{

crew ofouriliips; and received from them, in return,
,(

hatchets, and other iron implements ; which had a ^

more intrinfic value in this part of the world. Among |

the numerous prefents bellowed upon him in England,
^

fireworks had not been omitted -, fome ofwhich we ex- /

hibited in the evening of the 28th, before a great mul-

titude of people, who beheld them with a mixture of

pleafiTre and apprehenfion. Thofe which rcimmed, %

v;crc^ put in order and left v.'ith Omai, purfuant to their |

Gri;:;inai deftination. Il

Omai was no fooner fettled in liis new habitation,
j^

than captain Cool: began to think of departing from
|

Huahine, and goc every thing oft from the fliore this
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evening, except a goat big with kid, and a horfc and
mare, which were left in poffeffion of our friend, who

' was now to be finally feparated from us. V/e alfo gav^e

i him a boar and two fows of the Enorliili breed, and he

I
had got two or three fows of his own. The horfe had

i been with the mare during our continuance at Otaheite ^

fo that the introduftion of a breed of horfes into the

illands has probably fuccteded by this valuable prcfent.

With regard to Omai's domeftic eftabliihnicnt, he

had procured at Otaheite four or five toutousy or peo-

ple of the lower clafs ; fwo young Nev>/-Zealanders re-

mained with hira £;nd his brother, and feveral others

joined him at Huaheine -, fo that his family now con-

{Ifbed often or eleven perfons, if that can juitly be de-

nominated a family to which not one female belonged.

The houfe which our people ere&ed for him was twenty

four {ctt by eighteen, and about ten ittt in height. It

was compofed of boards, which were the fpoils of our
military operations at Eimeo ; and, in the conflirudlion

of it, as few nails as poiTible were ufed, left there miglit

be an inducement, from the defire of iron, to pull it

down. It was agreed upon, that, immediately after

our departure, he llioulderecl a fpacious houfe after the

mode of his own country ; one end of which was to be

brought over that v/hich we had built, fo as entirely to

tnclofe it for greater fecurity. In this v.'ork fome of

the chiefs of the ifland promifed to contribute their af-

fiilance ; and if the intended building;- iliould cover the

ground which was marked ouc for it, fcvv of the houfcs

in Huaheine will exceed it in niagnitude.

Omai's European weapons confided of a f(3\vling

piece, two pair of piftols, feveral fwords or cutlalTes,

a mufcjuet, bayonet, and a cartouch box. After he
had got on fliore whatever appertained to hirn, he had
the two captains and moft of the officers of both our
fliips, two or thee times to dinner; on v/liich occafions,

his table was plentifully fupplied with the befc prcvifi-

ons the ifland could afford. Before vrc ilz fail, the
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commodore caufcd the following infcription to be cut
:|

upon the outfide of his houfe :

I-

ji

Georgius TertiuSy Rex, i Novemhris, 1777. j,

jj ^^
^Rejolutiofiy Jac. Cook, Pr. jl

I ififcovery. Car. Clerke, Pr.
jj

On Sunday, the 2d of November, at four o'clock,

v/e took the advantage of an eafterly breeze, and failed

out of Owharre harbour. Moll of our friends conti-

nued on board till our veiTels were under fail, when
captain Cook, to gratify their curiofity, ordered five

guns to be fired; then they all left us, except Omai,
who remained till we v/ere out at fea. "We had come
to fail by a hawfer faftened to the Ihore, v/hich, in call-

ing the fhip, parted, being cut by the rocks, and its

outer end was left behind; it therefore became nx:c{'(-

fary to difpatch a boat to bring it on board. In this

boat, our friend Omai went afhore, after having taken

a very affedcionate farewell of all the ofHcers. He ^uf- ;

tained this parting with a manly fortitude, till he came |
to captain Cook, v\/hen, notv/ithilanding all hjs efforts,

he v/as unable to fupprefs his tears ; and lie wept all

the time going allicre, as Mr. King, who accompanied
him in the boat, afterwards informed the captain.

Omai's return, and the fubilantial proofs he carried

back with him of Britifli liberality, encouraged m.any

to offer themfelves as volunteers to accomipany us to

Tretane. Captain Cook took every opportunity of ex-

preffing his fixed determination to rejcft all applica-

tions of l)^^x. kind. Omai, who was ambitions of re-

maining the only great traveller among them, being

afraid left the captain might be prevailed upon to place

others in a fituation of rivalling him, frequently re-

iTiinded him of the declaration of the earl of Sandwich,
that no others of his countrymen were to come to Eng-
land.

As fbon as ::; Sr.:ir in which Oniaiwas conveyed on

i'L?rc had reti,^-(.! -rLh the remainder of the hawfer to
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the il)ip, we hoided her in, and flood over for Ulietea

without delay. The next jnorning, which was the 3d
of November, we made fail round the fouthern end of

thatifland, for the harbour of Ohamaneno. We were

no fooner within the harbour, than our fnips were fur-

rounded with canoes, filled with the natives, who
brought a fupply of fruit and hogs, which they ex-

changed for our commodities.

About a fortnight after we had arrived at Ulietea,

Omai difpatched two of his people in a canoe with in-

telligence, that he continued undifturbed by the inha-

bitants of Huahene, and that every thing fucceeded

with him, except that his gojit had died in kidding.

This informxation v/as accompanied v/ith a requeft, that

captain Cook would fend him another goat, and alio

I two axes. Pleafed vj'vih. this additional opportunity of
1 ferving his friend, the captain fent back the meifengers

j
to Huaheine, on the i8th, with the axes, and a male

; and fsmale kid.

On Wednefday the 12th, the commodore delivered

I

to captain Gierke his inflruftions how to proceed in

cafe of feparation after quitting thefe iilands. The
purport of thefe inflru6lions was as follows: that where-

as the pafTage from the Society liles to the northern

j

coafb of America was of confiderable length, and as a

i part of it muft be perform.ed in the depth of winter,

when boiiberous v/eather muil be expefted, which might
perhaps cccafion a feparation, captain Gierke fliould

take ail poffible care to prevent this ; but if the two
fhips fhould chance to be feparated, he, after fearching

for Captain Cook, and not finding him in five days,

was to proceed tov/ards the coaft of New Albion, and
endeavor to fall in with it in the latitude of 45°, where
he was to cruize for him ten days; and not feeing him
in that time, he was to put into the tirfl: convenient

harbour in or to the north of that latitude, to obtain

refrefhments and to take in wood and water : that,

during liis continuance in port, he was conftantly to

look out for captain Cook, and if the latter did net
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join him before the ift of April following, he was to
|

proceed northward to the latitude of ^6°^ where, at
|

fuch a diftance from the coaft as did not exceed lifteen
i;

leagues, he was to cruize for him till the loth oi" May, h

and not finding him, was to proceed on a northerly ,\

courfe, and attempt to difcover a paffage into the At- '*

lantic Ocean, either through Fludfon's or Baffin's Bays, .'^

as direfted by the inftrudtions of the Board of Admiral-
j

ty : that if he fliould fail in thofe endeavours, he was
|

to repair to the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul in
}

Kamtfchatka, and pafs the winter there ; but that if he
j

could not procure refrefhments at that port, he v/as at \

liberty to go where he iliould think proper, leaving
j

with the governor, before his departure, an account of
|

his deilination, to be delivered to captain Cook on his
i

arrival ; and that in the fpring of the year following

(1779) he was to return to the port above mentioned: ^

that if he then received no farther orders from captain
;

Cook, fo as tojuftify his purfuing any other meafures \

than thofe which were pointed out in the inftrudtions of
|

the lords of the admiralty, his future proceedings were
j

to be direfhed by them ; and that in cafe of being pre- ,

vented by illnefs or any other caufe, from carrying I

thefe, and the inilru6lions of their lordfhips into execu-
.j

tion, he was to leave them with the oiEcer who was '

next in command. ,,'

While we lay moored to the lliore, we fcrubbed ;!

both the fides and bottoms, &c. of our velTels, and
;j

alfo fixed fome plates of tin under the binds. Thefc
|

plates captaih Cook received from the ingenious Mr.
;|

Pelham, fecretary to the commiiTioners for vi6iualling
\

the royal navy, for the purpofe of trying whether tin I

would fuccecd as vveli as copper, in fhcathiiig the bot- '|

tom of fhips.
j

On Thurfday the 27th we took down our obferva-
|

tories, and carried on board vv'hatever we had on fnore ; I

we then unmoored the fhips, and moved a little v/ay j

down the harbour, where we anchored aE^ain. In the I

fucceedin.^ nig^ht, the wind blevs^ in hard fqualls, wnicii
'ji
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were accompanied with heavy fhowers of rain. In one

ofthefe fqualls, the cable by which the Refolution was

riding at anchor, parted ; but as we had another anchor

ready to let go, the fhip was quickly brought up
again.

The wind continuing conilantly between the north

and well, kept us in the harbour till Sunday the 7th of

December ; when, at eight o'clock in the morning, we
weighed and made fail with a light breeze at the north-

eaft point. During the preceding week we had been

vifited by perfons from all quarters of the iiland, who
afforded us a plentiful fupply of hogs and green plan-

tains ; fo that the time we remained wind bound in the

harbour was not totally loft ; for green plantains are an

excellent fuccedaneum for bread, and will keep good
for two or three weeks. Belides being furniHied with

thefe proviiions, we alfo took in plenty of wood and
water.

The Ulieteans appeared to be in general, fmaller and
more black than the natives of the adjacent iflands, and
feemed alfo Icfs orderly, which may, perhaps, to be ov/-

ing to their having become fubjeft to the inhabitants of

Bolaboia. Oreo, their chief, is only a kind ofdeputy
of the Bolabolan monarch ; and the conqueft feems to

have diminiilied the number of fubordinate chiefs rcfi-

dcnt among them ; they are, therefore, lefs immedia-
tely under the eye of thofe whofe interefl it is to enforce

a proper obedience. Though U lie tea is now reduced

to this xlate of humiliating dependence, it was formerly,

as we were informed, the moft eminent of this group
of iflands, and was probably the firil feat of govern-

ment ^ for we were told, that the prefent royal family

of Otaheite derives its defcent from that which ruled

here before the late revolution. The dethroned kins
of Ulietea, whofe name is Ooroo, refides at Huaheine,

furnifning in his own perfon, an infl\ance not only of
the inftability ofpower, but alfo of the refpeft paid by
thefe iflanders to particular families of princely rank ;

for thev allow Ooroo to retain all the enfig-ns v/hich are
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appropriated by them to royalty, notwithftanding his

having been deprived ofhis dominions. We obferved

a fimilar inftance of this during our ftay at Ulietea,

where one of our occafional vifitants was Captain Cook's

old friend Oree, late chief of Hauheine. He ftill

maintained his confequence, and was conftantly atten-

ded by a numerous retinue.

Having taken our leave of Ulietea we fieered for

Bolabola. Our principal reafon for vifiting this ifiand,

was to procure one of the anchors which had been loft

at Otaheite by Monfieur de Bougainville. Captain

Cook having obtained this anchor by means of pre-

fcnts, he returned on board, hoided in the boats, and

made fail to the north. Had we remained there till

the next day, we lliould probably have been fuppiied

vj'iih plenty ofprovifions ; and the natives would doubt-

lefs, be difappointed when they found we were gone

;

but having already a good ftock of hogs and fruit on

board, and not many articles left to purchafe more, we
had no inducement to defer the profecution of our

voyage.

Oteavanooa, the harbour of Bolabola, fituated on

the weft fide of the ifland, is very capacious j and

though we did not enter it, captain Cook had the fa-

tisfadion of being informed, by perfons employed
by him for that purpofe, that it Vv'as a very proper

place for the reception of fhips.

Confidering the fmali extent of Bolabola, being only

eight leagues in circumference, it is remarkable that its

people iliouid have been able to conquer Ulietea and

Otaha ; the. former of which illands is more than dou-

ble its fize.

When the inhabitants are not difturbed by inteftinc

broils, which has been the cafe for feveral years paft,

their produ6lions arc numerous i.nd plentiful. If we
had poireffed a greater alTortment of goods, and a pro-

per quantity of fait, we might have faked, as much
pork as would have been fufficient to laft both fliips al-

raoit a year. But we quite exhauilcd our trading
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commodities at the Friendly lilands, Otaheite, and its

neighbourhood. Our axes, in particular, were nearly-

gone, v/ith which alone, hogs were in general, to be

purchafed. The fait remained on board, was not more

than was requifite for curing fifteen puncheons ofmeat.

It is, in a manner, incumbent on the Europeans to

pay them occafional vifits (once in three or four years)

to fupply them ^yith thofe articles, which we by in-

troducing, have given them a prcdile6lion for. The
want of fuch fupplies may be feverely felt when it is

too late to return to their old im.perfe6t contrivances,

which they now defpife and difcard. When the iron

tools, with which we have furnillied them, are worn
out, their own will be almoft forgotten. A llonc

hatchet is now as great a curioiity among them, as an

iron one was (even or eight years ago j and a chiiTel made
of bone or ftone is no where to be feen. Spike nails

have been fubftituted in the room of the latter articles,

and they are weak enough to imagine, that their ftore

of them is inexhauftible, for they were no longer

fought after.

Knives happened at this time to be in high eftima-

tion at Ulietea, and axes and hatchets bore unrivalled

fway at all the iflands. Rcfpe6ting articles merely or-

namental, thefe iflanders are as changeable as the moft

polifhed European nations j for an article which may
be prized by them to-day, may, perhaps be rejefted

to-morrow, as a fafhion or whim may alter. But our

iron implements are fo evidently ufcful, that they mult

continue to be high in their eftimation. They would
indeed be miferable, if they ihould ceafe to receive fup-

plies of what appears neceffary to their comfortable

exiftence ; as they are deftitute of the materials, and

ignorant of the art of fabricating them.

Mr. Anderfon relates, that the grcatefl: part of the

year, the wind blows from between eaft-fouth-eaft and

eaft-north-eaft. It fometimes blows with comfiderable

^orce, and is called by the natives maaraee.

VOL. VIII. A a
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The fouth-f;ail part of Otaheitc affords one of the

moil luxuriant profpefts in the univerfe. The hills

are high, fteep and craggy, but they are covered to

the very fummits with trees and fhrubs j the roeks

feeming to poffefs the property of producing their ver-

dant cloathing. The lower land and vallies teem

v/ith various produ6lions, that grow with exuberant

vigour, and convey to the mind of the beholders, an

idea, that no country upon earth can vie with this in.

the fcrength and beauty of vegetation j nature has becri

equally liberal in diltributing rivulets, which glide

through every valley, dividing, as they approach the

fea, intofeverai branches, fertilizing the lands through

which they run.

The habitations of the natives are irregularly feat-

ed upon the flat land ; and many of them, along the

iliore, afforded us a delightful fcene from our ihips,

efpecially as the fea within the reef is perfectly fcili, and

affords at all times a lafe navigation for the inhabitants,

who are often feen pafTing and repaffmg in their canoes.

The bread-fruit tree is never planted, but fprings

from the root of the old ones, which fpread themfelves

near the furface of the ground. Tlie principal trees

are the cocoa nut and plantain ; the firft of which re-

quires no attention after it appears a foot or two above

the ground : but the plantain requires fome care in the

cultivation ; for about three months after it fhoots up,

it begins to bear fruit, during which time it puts forth

young (hoots, which fuppiy a fucceffion of fruit ; the

old ftocks being cut down as the fruit is taken off.

On our arrival here, we were ftruck with the re-

markable contrail between the inhabitants of Tonga-
vabao, and thofe of Otaheite ; the former being of a

rcbiifl make, and dark colour, and the latter having a

diilinguiihed delicacy and whitenefs. That difference,

however, did not immediately preponderate in favour

of the Otaheitans ; and v/hen it did, it was, perhaps,

occafioned more bv our becomino- accuilomed to them ;
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kli€ marks, which had recommended the others, begin-

jning now to be forgotten.

; The women, however, of Otaheite, poffefs ail thofe

I
delicate charatteriftics, which in many countries dif~

; tinguifh them from the other lex. The men wear their

, beards long here, and their hair confiderably longer

than at Tongataboo, which gave them a very different

I

-appearance. The Otaheitans are timid and fickle -, they

are not fo mufcular and robuilas the Friendly lilanders,

arifmg, perhaps, from their being accuilomed to lefa'

ladion ; the fuperior fertility of their country enabling

them to lead a more indolent life.

As perfonal endowments are in high eftimatioa

among them, they have various methods of improving
them, according to their ideas of beauty. Among the

; Erreoes^ or unmarried men, efpecialiy thofe of fome
. confequence, it is cuftomary to undergo a kind of phy-
fical operation, to render them fair j which is done by
continuinsj a month or tv/o in the houfe, wearino- a o-reat

quantity of cloaths the whole time, and eating nothing

but l:>read fruit, which they fay is remarkably efficacious

in whitening the fl^in.

Nine-tenths, at leafh of their common diet, confift of

vegetable food, and the mahee-, or fermented bread-fruit.

To this temperate courfe of life, may, perhaps be at-

tributed their having fo few difeafes among them.

They fhew an opennefs and generofity of difpofition

upon all occafions. Omai, indeed, has frequently laid,

that they exercife cruelty in puniihing their enemies,

! and torment them with great deliberation ; fometimcs
I tearing out fmali pieces of flefh from difTerent parts of

I

the body ; at other times plucking out the eyes ; then

j

cutting off the nofe ; and laftly, completing the bufi-

nefs, by opening the belly. But this is only on very

extraordinary occafions.

Under any misfortune, after the criti.eal moment is

paic, they never labour under the appearance of ansie-

,cy. Care never produces a wrinkle on their brow ; even
'the approach of death does nor deprive tliem of their
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vivacity. I have feen them, when on the brink of the f

grave by dileafe, and when preparing to attack the ene-

my J but, in neither of thefe cafes have I ever obferved

their countenances overclouded with melancholy or

dread.

Difpofed, as they naturally are, to direft their aims

to what will afford them eafe or pleafure, all their a-

mufements tend to excite their amorous paffions ; and

their fongs, with which they are greatly delighted, are

direcled to the fame purpole. A conftant fucceflion

of fenfual enjoyments muil, however, cloy -, and they

occafionally varied them to more refined. fubjeft;^ j they

chanted their triumphs in war, and their amufements in

peace : their travels and adventures, and the peculiar

advantages of their own iuand.

Though the language of Otaheite feems radically the

fame as that of New Zealand and the Friendly Iflands,

it has not that guttural pronunciation, and is pruned of

fome of the ccnfonants, with which thofe dialefts

abound ; which has rendered it like the manners of the

inhabitants, foft and foothing. It abounds with beau-
|

tiful and figurative exprefTions -, and is fo copious, that
j

they have above twenty different names for the bread
'

friiit, as many for the taro root, and half that numiber
'

for the cocoa nut.
i

They have one exprefiion correfponding exadtly J

with the phrafeology of the Scriptures, viz. " Yearn- I

ingof the bowels." They ufe it upon every occafion, i

when afFefted by the paffions -, confliantly referring pain
\

from grief, defire, and other afreftions, to the bowels,
|

as the feat of ic 5 where they imagine all operations of );

the mind are alfo performed.

In the arts they are extremely deficient
; yet they

)

pretend to perform cures in furgery, which our know-
ledge in that branch has not enabled us to imxitate. Sim-

ple fraftures ?re bound up with fplints -, but, if a part

of the bone be lofr, they infert, between the" fradured

ends, a piece of v/ood made hollow to fupply its place.

Ti,e rapaoO:, Oi* fiirgeon, infpccis the wound in about

J
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ffive or fix days, when he finds the wood is partly cover-

ied by the growing fleili 5 and, in as many more days,

(vifits the patient a iecond time, when it is generally

! completely covered ; and when he has acquired fome
jftrength, he bathes in the water and is reftored.

p Fraftures of the fpine, they know, are mortal ; and

they alfo know, from experience, in what particular

I
parts of the body wounds prove fatal. Their phyfical

I

knov/ledge feems yet more limited, becaufe, perhaps,

j their difeafes are fewer than their accidents.

A famine freqi-iently happens in this ifiand, notwith-

ftanding its extreme fertility, in which many people are

faid to perifh. Whether this calamity be owing to the

fcanty produce of fome feafons, to over population, or

to v/ars, I have not been fulficiently informed ; but it

has taught them to exercile the iiritteit ceconomy even

in the times of plenty.

A very fmail portion of animal food is enjoyed by
the lower clafs ot people ; and if, at any time, they ob-
tain any, it is either iiiti, fea-eggs, or other marine pro-

ductions ; for pork hrirdly ever falls to their fliare. On-
ly the Eree de hoi is able to afford pork every day ; and
the interior chiefs, according to their riches, perhaps
once a week, a fortnight, or a month.
The ava is chiefly ufed among the better fort of peo-

ple, but this beverage is differently prepared, from that

which we lav/ in the Friendly Illands. Here they pour
a fmall quantity of water upon the root, and often bake,

roaft, or bruife the italks, without chewing it before it

is infufed. They alfo bruife the kaves of the plant here,

and pour water upon them, as upon the root, h is not
drank in large companies, in that fociai3le wTvy which is

pradifed among the people at Tongataboo ; but it has

more pernicious effects here, owing, perhaps, to the

manner ot its preparation ; as v/e faw frequent inftan-

ces of its intoxicating powers.

Many of us, v/ho had vihted thefe iflands before,

were furprized to find feveral of the natives, Vvho w^re
remarkable for their fize and corpulency, when we faw
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them laftj now almoft reduced to fkeletonsj and the i

caufe of this alteration was univerfaily attributed to the \

ufe of the ava. Their fkins were dry, rough, and co-
|

vered with fcales -, which, they fay, occaiionally fall -

off, and their fkin becomes, in fome degree, renewed,
j

As an excufe for fo deftruftive a praftice, they alledge, ]l

it is to prevent their growing too corpulent; but it en- ']

ervates them exceedingly, and probably ftiortens the '

j

duration of their lives. i!

Their meals at Otaheite are very frequent. The '!

firft is about two o'clock in the morning, after which
-j

they go to fleep ; the next is at eight ; they dine at .1

eleven ; and again, as Omai expreffed it, at two, and

at five ; and they go to fupper at eight. They have
]

adopted fome very whimfical cuftoms, in this article of I

domeftic life. The women are not only obliged to eat
:

by themfelves, but are even excluded from partaking J

of moft of the better forts of food. Turtle, or fifh of r

the tunny kind, they dare not touch, though it is high .^

in efteem -, fome particular forts of the beft plantains \

are alfo forbidden them i and even thofe of the firfl:,
\

rank are feldom permitted to eat pork. The children,
,j

of both fexes, alfo eat apart j and the women ufually /J

ferve up their own provifions.
;:

They are not fo obfcure and myfterious in their other jl

cuftoms refpefting the females, efpecially with regard 1

to their connexions with the men. When a young
;

man and woman, from m.utual choice, agree to cohabit,
.^

the man makes a prefent to the father of the girl, of the
^

common neceifarics of life, as hogs, cloth or canoes ;

'

and if he fuppofes he has not received a valuable con-

fideration for his daughter, he compels her to leave her,,;

former friend, and to cohabit with a perfbn who may '^

be more liberal. The man, indeed, is always at full .^

liberty to make a new choice ; or Ihould his confort ,

'.

become a mother, he may deilroy the child j and afterr
;

wards either leave the woman, or continue his connec- 'i

tion with her. But, if he adopts the child ; and permits ^.

it to livCj the man and wonian are then coniidered as if) 'f

I
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the married flate ; and, after that, they Icldom fepaiate.

1A man may, however, without being cenfured, join a

more youthful partner to his firll wife, and live with

both of them.

Their religious fyftem abounds in Angularities, and

few of the common people have a competent know-
ledge of it, that being principally confined to their

priells, who, indeed, are numerous. They pay no par-

ticular refped: to one God, as pofrcfTmg pre-eminence ;

but believe in a plurality of divinities, who have each a

plentitude of power.

1 As different parts of the ifland, and the other neigh-

bouring iflands, have different Gods, the refpeftive in-

jhabitants imagine they have chofen the mofb eminent,

or one who is, at leaft, fufRcicntly powerful to proteft

ithem, and to fupply their neceffities. If he fhould not

igivc them fatisfaftion, they think it no impiety to

'change. An inftance of this kind has lately happened
in Tiaraboo, where two divinities have been difcarded,

and Oraa, god of Bolabokj has been adopted in their

room.

In ferving their Gods, their affiduity is remarkably

|confpicuous. The whattas^ or offering-places of the

'morais are, in general, loaded with fruits and animals ;

and almoft every houfe has a portion of it fet apart for

!a fimilar purpofe.

\
As in other cafes, fo in religion, the v^omen are oblig-

ed to ihcw their inferiority. When they pafs the mo-

rais, they muft partly uncover themfelves, or take an

cxtenfive circuit to avoid them. Though they do not

entertain an opinion, that their God muff be continuai-

illy conferring benefits, without fometimes forfaking

ii them ; they are lefs concerned at this, than at the at-

1
tempts of fome inaufpicious being to injure them. Eteef

they fay, is an evil fpirit, who delights in mifchief j to

^vhom they make offerings, as well as to their divinity.

But all the mifchiefs they apprehend from invifible be-

I ings are merely temporal.
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As to the Ibulj they believe it to be both immortall

and immaterial -, that, during the pangs of death, \t\

keeps fluttering about the lips ; and that it afcends, and i

is eaten by the deity : that it continues in this ftate for
j

feme time j after which it takes its paiTage to a certain
j

place, deilined to receive the fouls of men, and has ex- i

iftence in eternal night -, or rather in a kind of dawn,
\

or twilight. They exped: no permanent puniihment,
I

hereafter, for crimes committed upon earth ; the fouls i

of good and bad men being indifcrimdnately eaten by
|

the deity.
|

1^ the hufband departs this life firfl, they fuppofe,|

that the foul of his wife is no ftranger to him, on i's ar-|

rival in the land of fpirits. They renew their former

)

intimacy, in a capacious building, called Tourooa, where i

departed fouls affemble to recreate themfelves with thej

Gods. The hulband then conduces her to his feparate-^|

habitation, where they eternally refide, and have an off-

1

ipring, which, however, is purely fpiritual. ]
Many of their notions refpe£ting the Deity are exJ|

travagantly abfurd. They fuppofe him to be under

|

the influence of thofe fpirits, who derive tlieir exiftence
;i

from him i and that they frequently eat him, though.
|

he has power to re-create himfeif They cannot con-
|

verfe about immaterial thin.g-s, without referrino- to J

material obje6ls to convey their meaning, and therefore,.
%

perhaps, they ufe this mode of expreffion. They are /I

of opinion, that thofe who are drowned in the fea con-4

tinue there, and enjoy a delightful country, famptuous \

habitations, and every thing that can contribute to their,
]

happinefs. They even maintain that all other animals ;^

have fouls ; and even trees, fruit, and ftones ; which at :

their deceafe, or upon their being confumed or broken,
,

afccnd to the deity, from whom they pafs into their :

deftined m.anfion.

They have implicit confidence in dreams, fuppoling
|

them to be commiunications from their Deity, or from i

the fpirits of their friends v/ho have departed this life}

and that thofe who are favored with them can foretel
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future events -, but this kind of knowledge is limited to

particular perfons. Omai pretended to have thefe com-
munications, he afiured us, that, on the 26th of July,

1776, his father's foul had intimated to him in a dream,
that he fhould land fomewhere in three days, but he was
unfortunate in the firft prophetic attempt, for he did

not get into Teneriffe till the firft of Augufl.

They have ftrange obfcure traditions concerning the

creation. Some goddefs, they fay, had a lump of earth

fufpended in a cord, and, by giving it a fwing round,

fcattered about feveral pieces of land, which conftitut-

ed Otaheite and the adjacent iilands ; and that they

were all peopled by one of each fex, who originally

fixed at Otaheite ; but this only refpe6ls their own im-
mediate creation ^ for they admit of an univerfal one
before this.

They have many reHgious and hiflorical legends

;

one of v/hich, relative to eating human tiefh, is, in fub-

flance, as follows : A very long time ago, there lived

at Otaheite two men, who were called Taheeai ; a name
which is now given to cannibals. They inhabited

the mountains, whence they ifTued forth, and murdered
the natives, whom they afterwards devoured, and thus

prevented the progrefs of population. Two brothers,

anxious to rid the country of luch enemies, fuccefsfully

put in pra6tice a flratagem for their deftruftion. They
lived farther upward than the Tahseai, and were fo fitu-

ated, that they could converie with them without ha-

zarding their own fafety. They invited them to par-

take of an entertainment^ to which they readily con-

fented. The brothers then heated fome ftones in a

fire, and thrufting them into pieces oi mahee^ requeiled

one of the Taheeai to open his mouth ; when one of
thofe pieces was immediately dropped in, and fome wa-
ter poured after it, which, in quenching the flone, made
ahifTingnoife and killed him. The other was entreated

to do the fame, but at firil declined it, mentioning the

confequences of his companion's eating ; but, upon
VOL. VIII. B b
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being affured the food was excellent, that thefe efledh. .,

v/ere only tennporaiyj and that his companion would
|

foon recover, he was fo credulous as to fwallow the I

bait, and was killed.

Their bodies were then eut to pieces, and buried

by the natives, who rewarded the brothers with the

government of the ifland, for delivering them from fuck t

moniters. ' :;f;i»

The principal charafteriftics of the fovereign, are '^

the being invefted widi the maroy the prefiding at hu-

man facntices, and the blowing of the conch-fnell. Oi> i

hearing the latter, every fubjecl is obliged to bring
;;

f^od, in proportion to his circumftances, to his royal \

refidence. Their veneration for his name, on fome ^^

occafions, they carry to a moft extravagant height.
\

When he accedes to the maro^ if any words in the Ian- \

guagc are found to have a refemblance to it in found, j

they are immediately changed for others ; and, if any '

man fhould be prcfumptuous enough to continue the
j

life of thofe words, not only he, but his whole family, \

are put to death. !

The fovereign never deigns to enter the habitation.
»|

of any of his fubjefts ; in every diftridl, where he '

vifits, he has houfes belonging to himfelf. And if,. ,<

by accident, he lliould ever be obliged to deviate •

from this rule, the habitation thus honoured with his {

prefence, together with its furniture, is entirely burnt., '

When prefent, his fubjefts uncover to him as low 2^ a

the v/aift \ and when he is at any particular place, a t^

pole, with a piece of cloth affixed to it, is fet up in :

fome conlpicuous part near, on which the fame ho-

nours are bellowed.

Otaheite is divided into feveral dlfcrifts, the boun-

daries of which are generally rivulets or iov/ hills 3 but

the fubdivifions, by which particular property is afcer-

tained, are pointed out by large ftones, which have

continued from generation to generation. Quarrels

are fometimes produced, by the removal of thefe

ftones^ which are decided by battle; each party claim-
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ing the affiftance of his friends. But, upon a com-

1 .plaint being properly made to the Eree de hoi^ he de-

termines the difference in an amicable manner.

Befides the number or cluiler of illands, extending

from Mataia to Mourooa, we were informed by the

people at Otaheite, that there was a low uninhabited

ifland, called Mopeeha; and alfo feveral low iflands to

the north-eaftwardj at the diftance of about two days

iaii with a fair wind.

At Mataeeva, it is faidto be cuftomaryj for men to

prefent their daughters to ftrangers v/ho vifit that

ifland. The pairs, however, muil lie near each other

for the fpace of five nights, without prefuming to

take any liberties. On the fixth evening, the father

entertains his gueft with food, and orders the daughter

to receive him, that night, as her hufband. Though
the bed-fellow be ever lb difagreeable to the ftranger,

he mud not dare to exprefs the ieafi: diflike \ for that

is an unpardonable affront, and punifhable with death.

Forty men of Bolabola, whom curiofity had incited

to go to Mataeeva, were treated in this manner : one

of them having declared his averlion to the female

who fell to his lot, in the hearing of a boy, who men-
tioned it to the father. Fired wiuh this information,

the Mataeevans fell upon themi but the Bolabolans

killed thrice their own number, thoug-h with die lofs

of the whole party except five. Thefe at firil, con-

<:ealed themfelves in the woods, and afterwards effc6bed

their efcape in a canoe.

Upon our quitting Bolabola, and taking leave of

the Society Iflands, on Monday the ^iIa of December,
we fleered to the northward, with the wind between
north-eaft and eailj fcarcc ever having it in the fouth-

eaft point, till after we had croffed the equator.

In the night between the 2,2d and 23d, w^e croffed

the equinoftial line -, and on the 24th, foon after day-

break we difcovered land bearing ncrth-eail by eaic.

Captain Cook being of opinion, that this ifland would
prove a convenient place for procuring turtle, refolveei'
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to anchor here. We accordingly dropped our anchors

in thirty fathoms water. Early the next morning, '

which v/as Chriftm as-day, two boats were fent, one

from each fliip, to examine more accurately whether

it was pra6licab1e to land ; and, at the fame time, tv/o

others were ordered out, to fifh at a grappling near

the fhore. Thefe laft^ returned about eight, wich as .;

many fifh as weighed upwards of two hundred pounds.
,5

Encouraged by this fuccefs, the commodore difpatch- \

ed them ae;ain for breakfaft; and he then v;ent him-

felf in another boat, to view the coaft, and attempt
\

landing, which, however, he found to be imprafti-
,

cable. The two boats which had been fent out on h

the fame fearch, returned about twelve o'clock j
:

and the mafter, who was in that belonging to the Re-
;

folution, reported to captain Cook, that, about four -j

or five miles to the northward, there being a break
\

in the land, and a channel into the lagoon, there was i

confequently a proper place for landing. In confe-
-i

quence of this report we weighed, and, after two or 1

three trips, anchored again over a bottom of fine dark .;

fand, before a little ifland lying at the entrance of the 'i

lagoon.

On Friday the 26th, in the morning, the Commo- '

dore ordered captain Gierke to fend out a boat, with i|

an ofncer in it, to the fouth-eafl part of the lagoon, in I

quefl of turtle ; and went himfelf with Mr. King, each
^

in a boat to the
,
north-eaft part. It was his incention l

to have gone to the eailern extremnty -, but the wind .1

not permitting it, he and Mr. King landed niore to ^

leeward, en a fandy fiat, where they caught one turtle,
j

' v/hich v/as the only one they faw in the lagoon. Though i

i'o few turtles were obferved by thefe two gentlemen, ,

we did not defpair of a fupply ; for fome of the officers ^

of the Difcovery, who had been alhore to the fouth- -

ward of the channel leading into the lagoon, had more t

(ucccfs, and caught feveral.

Having fonie yams and cocoa-nuts on board, in a

il.ate of vegitation, we planted them by captain Cook's
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order, andfome feeds of melons were fown. The cap-

I
tain alfo left a bottle, containing the foUowin g infcrip-

tion :

Georgius Terlius, Rex, 31 Decemhrisy 1777.

•^ ^ Rcjoluticn, Jac. Cook. Pr.

(_Difcoijery, Car. Clerke. Pr.

On Thurfday, the firll of January, 1778, the com-
modore fent out feveral boats to bring on board our
different parties employed afhore, with the turtle which
they had caught. It being late^ before this bufinefs was
completed, he thought proper to defer failing till the

next morning. We procured a: this iiland, for both
fhips, about three hundred turtles, which weighed, one
with another, about ninety pounds : they were all of
the green fort, and, perhaps, not inferior in goodnefs to

any in the world.

The foil of this ifland (to which captain Cook gave
the name of Chriftm.as Ifland, as we kept that feftival

here) is, in fome places, light and blackifh, compofed
of fand, the dung of birds, and rotten vegetables. In

other parts it is formed ofbroken coral-ftones, decayed
fnells and other marine produ6lions. We could not

difcover the fmallefi; traces of any human creature hav-
ing ever been here b^-^fore us ; and, indeed, fhould any
one be accidentally driven on the ifiand, or left there,

he would hardly be able to prolong his exifbence. For,

though there are birds and fifh in abundance, there are

no vifible means of allaying thirft, nor any vegetable

that would ferve as a fubftitute for bread, or corre6l

the bad efteds of an animal diet. On the few cocoa
nut trees upon the ifland, we found very little fruit, and
that little not good.

Chriftmas Ifland is fuppofed by captain Cook to be
betVi^een fifteen and twenty leagues in circuit. Its form
is femicircular, or like the moon in her iafl: quarters,

the two horns being the north and fouth points. The
weft fide, or the fmall ifland fituate at the entrance into
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the lagoon, lies in the longitude of 202^ 30' eafl, and. fi

in the iatuude, of i ° 59' north.
!

Weighing anchor at day-break, on Friday the 2d oi f

January, 1778, we refumed our northerly courfe, with i

a gentle breeze at.eaft, and eail-fouth-eaft, which con- c

tinued till we arrived in the latitude of 7^ 45^ north,'

r

and the longitude of 205 '^ eaft, where we had a day oii
'

perfeft calm, A north-eaft-by-eaft wind then fucceed-
' 'i

ed, which blew faintly at firft, but frefhened as we pro- :•

ceeded northward. Early in the morning of Sunday thei||

1 8th, an iiland appeared, bearing north-eaft-by-eaft, 1

Not long after, more land was feen, which bore north, '

and was totally detached from the former. At noon, <

the firft was fuppofed to be eight or nine leagues dif- i

tant. Qur longitude, at this time, was 200® 41' eaft, '

and our latitude, 21° 12'' north. The next day, at fun-

rife, the ifland firft feen bore eaft, at the diftance of fe-

veral leagues. Not being able to reach this, we fhaped

our courfe for the other -, and foon after, obferved ^ti

third iiland, bearing weft-north-weft.

We had now a fine breeze at eaft-by-north; and, at
j

noon, the fecond iiland, named Atooi, for the eaft end 1

of which we were fteering, was about two leagues dif-
'

tant. As we made a nearer approach, many of the in-
j

habitants put off from the fhore in their canoes, and
|

very readily came along fide of the fhips. We were I

agreeably furprized to find, that they fpoke a dialed of i

the Otaheitan language. They could not be prevailed

upon by any intreaties to come on board, captain Cook
tied fome brafs medals to a rope, which he gave to thofe

who where in one of the canoes ; and they in return,

faftened fome mackarel to the rope, by way of equiva-

lent. This was repeated -, and fome fmall nails, or pie- -

ces of iron, were given them ; for which they gave in

exchange fome more fifh, and a fweet potatoe ; a lure t

indication of their having fome notion of bartering, or 1

at leaft, of returning one prefent for another.

As we perceived no figns of an anchoring place at

this eaftern extremity of the ifland, we bore away to
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I

leeward, and ranged along the fouth-eaft fide, at the dif-

i tance of about a mile and a half from the fhore. The
canoes left us when we made fail ; but others came off,

as we proceeded along the coaft, and brought with them

pigs and fome excellent potatoes, which they exchang-

ed for whatever we offered to them -, and fcveral fmali

pigs were purchafed by us for a fix-penny nail.

We fpent the night in ftanding off and on, and the

next morning ftood in for the land. We were met by
i feveral canoes filled with natives, fome of whom ven-

j tured to come on board.

j
None of the inhabitants we ever met with before in

j any other illand or country were fo aftonifhed as thefe

• people were upon entering the fhip. Their eyes were

. inceffantiy roving from one objeft to another ; and the

! wildnefs of their looks and geftures fully indicated their

perfed: ignorance with refpeft to every thing they fav/,

; and ftrongly marked to us, that they had never till the

i
prefent time been vifited by Europeans, nor been ac-

quainted with any of our commodities, except iron.

! This metal, however, they had in all probability only

\ heard of, or had perhaps known it in fome inconfider-

1 able quantity, brought to them at a remote period,

1 The natives were, in many refpedts, naturally polite ^

I

or, at leaft, cautious ofgiving offence. On their firft

i
entering the {hip, they attempted to ileal every thing

that they could lay their hands on, or rather to take it

i openly, as if they fuppofed that we either lliould not

;
refent fuch behaviour, or not hinder it : but we foon

;

convinced them of their error -, and when they obferv-

' ed that we kept a watchful eye over them, they became

;
lefs aftive in appropriating to themfelves what did not

j
belong to them.

j
About nine o'clock captain Cook difpatched lieu-

I tenant Williamfon, with three armed boats, to look out

;

for a proper landing place, and for frefn water ; w'ith

orders, that if he lliould find it neceffary to land in

fearch of the latter^ he iliould not allow more than one.

man to accompany him out of the boats.
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Waiting for the return ofour boats, which had beert
\

fcnc out to reconnoitre the coafr, we flood off and on

with the fhips. Towards mid-day, Mr. Williamfon 1

came back, and reported, that he had obfcrved behind i

a beach, near one of the villages, a large pond, which i

was faid by the natives to contain frelb Vv^ater ; and that .i

there was tolerable anchoring ground before it.

Captain Cook then bore down with the fnips, and
\

cad anchor in twenty-five fathoms water, cv^er a fandy i:|

bottom. The fhips being thus ftationed, betv/een three ('i

and four in the afternoon, the captain went afhore with '^

three armed boats and twelve of the marines, v/ith a 1]

view of examining the water, and trying the difpofition j

of the inhabitants, who had affembied in confiderable ^

numbers on a fandy beach before the village i behind "

it was a valley, in which was the piece of water. The
moment he leaped on fhore all the iflanders fell pro-

;

flrate upon their faces, and continued in that poflure of :

humiliation till by figns he prevailed on them to rife. ;

They then prefented to him many fmall pigs, with plan- i

tain trees, making ufe of nearly the fame ceremonies

which we had feen praclifed on fimiiar occafions at the. ,'

Society and other ifles ; and a long oration or prayer

being pronounced by an individual, in which others of
'

the affembly occalionaliy joined. Captain Cook figni-

fied his acceptance of their proffered friendihip, by be- '

flowing on them, in return, fuch prefents as he had i

brought a fnore. This introdu6torybufmefs being end- j

ed, he flationed a guard upon the beach, and was then i

conducted by fome of the natives to the v/at€r, which -

he found extremely good, and fo confiderable, that it
;|

might be denominated a lake. After this, he returned lij

on board, and iffued orders, that preparations fhould be :ii

made for filling our water calks in the mornings at
jj

which time ke went afhore with fome of his people, !(

having a party of marines for a guard.

They had no fooner landed, than a trade was entered

into for potatoes and hogs, which the iikmders gave in

exchange for nails and pieces of iron. Far from giv-
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ing any obftruftion to our men who were occupied in

(watering, they even affifted them in rolling the calks

to and from the pool, and performed with alacrity

whatever was required of them.

Among the various articles, which they brought to

barter, we were particularly ftruck with a fort of

cloak arid cap, which, even in more polifhcd countries,

might be eftcemed elegant. Thefc cloaks are nearly

lof the fhape and lize of the iliort ones worn by the men
lin Spain, and by the women in England, tied loofely

ibefore and reaching to the middle of the back. The
'ground of them is a network, with the moil beautiful

red and yellow feathers fo clofely fixed upoji it, that

the furface, both in point of fmoothnefs and glollinefs,

refembles the richeft velvet. The method of varying

the mixture is very different i for fome of them having
triangular fpaces of yellow and red alternately i others,

a fort of crefcent ; while fome are entirely red, except

that they had a broad yellow border. The brilliant

colours of the feathers, in thofe cloaks that were new^,

had a very fine cffe6t. The natives, at firft, refufed

to part with one of thefe cloaks for any thing that we
offered in exchange, demandiag no lefs a price than

one of our mufquets : they afterwards, however, fuf-

fered us to purchafe fome of them for very large nails.

'• Thofe of the beft fort were fcarce, and, it is probable,

th^t they are ufed only on particular occafions.

The caps are made in the form of a helmet, with

the middle part, or crefc, frequently of a hand's

: breadth. They fit very clofe upon the head, and

I

have notches to admit the ears. They confift of twigs

I
and ofiers covered with a net v/ork, into which feathers

j
are wrought, as upon the cloaka, but fomewhat clofer,

and iefs diverfified ; the major part being red, with
I fome yellow, green, or black itripes on the fides. Thefe
caps, in ail probability, complete the drefs v/ith the

cloaks ; for the iHanders appeared fometimes in both,

together.

'^c c
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On Thurfday the 22d, we had almoft continual rain

for the whole morning ; and the fiirf broke lb high

upon the fhore, that our boats were prevented from
landing. The Refolution was not in a very fecure

fitiiation, there being breakers v/ithin the length of
Iktle more than two cables from her ilern. The na-

tives notwirhftanding the furf, ventured out in their ca-

noes, bringing off to our fnips hogs and vegetabiecj

which thay exchanged, as before, for our commodities.

One of their number, who offered fome tifh hooks for

fale,was obferved to have a very fmall parcel mfiened

to the firing of one of them,, v/hich he carefully fepa-

rated, and referved for himifelf, when he difpofed of
the hook. When afls:ed what it was, he pointed to his

belly^ and intimated fomethingof its being dead -, fay-

ing, at the fame time, that it was bad. He was re-

quefled to open the parcel which he did with great re^-'

luftance , and we found, that it contained a fmall thin

piece of fiefh, which had to ail appearance been dried,
,

but v/as at prefent wet v; ith fait water. Imagining that it
i

might be human fiellij Vv^c put the queftion to the pro- !

ducer of it, who anfwered, that the fieili was part of a '

man. Another of the iOanders, who ftocd near him j

was then aflced, v/hecher it v/as a cuftom among theni:-
j

to eat their enemies who had been (lain in battle, and he I

immediately replied in the affirmative.

In the afternoon we had fome intervals of fair wca- .;

ther. The wind then changed to the call and north-
j

eait ; but, towards the evening, it veered back again :

to fouth-fouth-eafl:. The rain alfo returnino-, cond- ;

nued the whole night, but was not accompariieu with ,

much wind. At kvcn the next morning, a north- .|

cafterly breeze fpringing up, captain Cook ordered the .

''^

anchors of his fliio to be taken u'^, wich a view of re- {

moving her farther out. As foon as theiall anchor was;';. |
iip^ the wind veering to the caft, rendered it neceffary -i

to make all the fail he cou.ki, for the purpofe of clear-
,

ing the fhore -, fo that, before he had good fea room^
.\

he was driven confiderably to leev/ard. He endeavored I
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to regain the road ; but having a ftrong current againll

him, and very little wind, he could not accomplilh that

dcfign. He therefore difpatched Meffrs. King and

Wiiliamibn afhore, v/ith three boats, to procure water

and refrelliments, fending, at the fame time, an order

to.captain Ckrke, -to put to fea after him, if he fnould

iind that the Refolution was unable to recover the road.

The commodore having hopes of finding a road, or

perhaps a harbour, at the welt end of the iiland, Vv'as

the lefr. anxious about regaining his for-m.er ftation : but

as he had fent the boats thither, he kept as much as

poffible to the windward 3 notvvithftanding which, at

noon our fliip was three leagues to ieev^^ard. As v/e

approached the v/eft end, we found that the coafi:

rounded gradually to the north-'^ail:, without forming

a cove, or creek, wherein a velFel could be llieltered

from the violence of the fwell, which., rolling in from
the northward, broke againft the fliore in an am.azing

furf : all hopes, therefore, of meeting with a harbour
here foon vanifned. Many of the natives in their canoes

followed us as we fLOod out to feaj bartering various

articles.

On Saturday the ^4th, at day break, we found that

our iliip had been carried by the currents to the north-

wefl: and norths fo that the weftern extremity of Atooi
bore eail, at the diftance of one league. A northerly

breeze fprung up foon after^ and captain Cook expeft^

ing that this would bring the Difcovery to fea, lleered

for Oneeheow,' a neighbouring ifland, which then bore

fouth-weft, with a view of anchoring- there. He con-

tinned to fceer for it till pafb eleven, at which time he
was at the diftance of about fix miles from it : but not

feeing the Difcovery, he was apprehenfive left fome ill

jconfequence might arife from our feparating fo far 3 he

therefore relinquilhed the defign of vifiting Oneeheov/
for the preient, and i'tood back to Atooi, intending to

.call anchor again in the road, in order to complete our
fupply of water. Wc ftretched to the fouth-eafb till

early in the morning of the 25th, when we tacked and
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flood in for Atooi road, and not long after, v/e were
joined by the Difcovery.

Captain Cook being informed by fome of the na-

tives, who had come off' to the iliips, that freili water

might be obtained at a village which we faw at a

little diftance, ran down, and call anchor before it,

about fix furlongs from the fhore, the depth of water

being twenty-fix fathoms. The Difcovery anchored

at a greater diftance from the ihore in tv/enry-threc fa-

thoms.

The curious inquiry, whether thcfe illanders werie

cannibals, was this day renewed ; and the iubjeft did

not arife from any queftions put by u>, but from a cir-

cumftancc that feeraed to remove ail doubt. One of

the natives, who wifhed to get in at the gun room port,

was refufcd ; and he then a&ed, whether we inoiiid

kill and eat him if he fhould come in ? accompanying

this queftion with figns fo exprelfive, that we did not

entertain a doubt with refpect to his meaning. We
had now an opportunity of retorting the queftion ^s to

*this pra6tice ; and a man behind the other in the canoe,

inftantly replied, that if we were killed on iliore they

would not fciruple to eat us : not that he meant that he-

would deft'roy us for that purpofe, but that their de-

vouring us would be the confequence of our beins: at

enmity with them.

Mr. Gore was fcnt in the afternoon, with three arm-

ed boats, in fearch of the moft commodious landing
!

place, being alfo dire6led to look for frefti water when 1

he fhould get on fhore. He returned in the evening, j

and reported to captain Cook, that he had landed at :

the village above mentioned, and had been conduced I

to a well about half a mile up the country ; but that the ;

water which it contained was in too fmall a quantity for i

cur purpofe, and the road that led to it v/as extremely \

bad.

Towards the evening of the next day, the commo- *

dore fent the miafter, in a boat to the fouth eaft point i

»f the iiland, to try whether he could land in that quar-
j
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ter. He returned vv'ich a favourable report , but it was

now too late to fend for our party till the foliowinp;

morning, fo that they were obliged to (lay on fnore.

Our party on fnore found, in thofe parts of the ifiand

which they had traverfed, feveral fait ponds, fome of

which had a fmall quantity of water remaining but

others had none. They faw no appearance of a run-

jiing ilreamj and though in fome fmall wells which they

met with, the frelh water v;as pretty good, it I'eemed to

be fcarce. The houfes of the natives w,ere thinly fcat-

tered about ; and it was fuppofed, that there were not

more than five hundred perfons in the v^/hoie ifland.

The method of living among thefe people was decent

and cleanly. No inftance was obferved of the men and
women eating together , and the latter feemed, in ge-

neral, to be alibciatcd in companies by themfelves. The
oily nuts of the dooe doce are burned by thefe iflanders

for lights during the night ; and they drefs their hogs
by baking them in ovens, fpliting the carcafes through

the whole length.

About fcven in the evening, the anchor of the Refo-
lution ftarted, fo that llie drove oft the bank. By this

accident we found ourfelves at day break the next morn-
ing, which was the 2d of February, nine miles to the

leeward of our lafl ilation j and the Captain forefeeing

that it would require more time to regain it than he

chofc to employ, made fignal for the Difcovery to weigh
anchor and join us. This junftion was efl^cfted about

noon, and both fhips immediately diredled their courfe

to the northward, in profecutio^ of their voyage. Thus,
after we had fpent more time in the neighbourhood of
thefe iflands than was neceffary to have anfv/ered all

our purpofes, we v/ere obliged to quit them before we
had completed our ftock of water, or procured from
them fuch a plentiful fuppiy of refrefhments as the na-

tives were both able and Vv'illina; to have furnifned us

with. Our fhip, however, obtaineci from them provi-

fions that lafled at leaft three weeks ; and captain Gierke,

more fortunate than v/e v.^ere, acauired fuch a Guanticy
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of vegetables, as fufiiced the Difcovery's people up-

wards of two months.

The iflands in the Pacilic Ocean, which have been

difcovered in the courfe of our late voyages, have been

generally found jQtuate in groups 3 the fingle interme-

diate ides hitherto met with being few in proportion to

the reft ; though, in all probability, there are many
more of them yet unknown, v/hich, lerve as gradations .

or fteps between the feveral clufters. Of what number
this new-difcovered Archipelago is compofed mull; be

left to the decifion of future navigators. We obferved
'

five of them, whofe names^ are VVoahoe, Atooi, Once-
!

heow, Qreehoua, and Tahoora. The laftof thefe is afmali 1!

elevated iOand, at the diftance of four or five leagues 1

from the fouth-eail point of Oneeheow. We were i

informed that it abounds with birds, which are its fole J

inhabitants. We alfo gained fome intelligence with re- 1

gard to the exiftence of a lov/ uninhabited ifland in the
\

neighbourhood, named Tammata-pappa. Befides thefe j

fix, we were told that there were fome other iflands i

botii to the eaftwardand weftward. Captain Cook dif-^,

tinguiihed the whole group by the name of the Sand-
|

wich Iflands, in honourof the Earl of Sandwich. Thofe 1

which he faw are fituated between the latitude of 21^ i

30', and 22" 15' north, and between the longitude of i

199^^ 20', and 201*^ 30', eafb.

With refpedl to Woahoo, the rnoft eaflerly of thefe l

iflands {ttn by us, we could get no other information,
j

but that it is his:h land, and is inhabited, '

i

Oneeheow lies feven leagues to the weftward of our 'A

anchoring place at Atooi, and does not exceed fifteen 1

leagues in circumference. Yams are its principal ve- i

getable pjroduftion. i

Of Oreehoua we know no other particulars than that ;

It is an elevated ifland, of fmali extent, lying 10 the '1

riOTth fide of Oneeheow.
,;

Atooi is the largeft of thofe %ve faw. From what we ']

obferved of it, it is, at leaft, ten leagues in length from

caft" to weft ; from v/hence its circumference mav near- :
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ly be gueffedj though it appears to be much broader at

the eaiL end than at the weft point.

The land does not in the leaft refemble, in its gene-

ral appearance, any of the iflands v/e have vifited with-

in the tropic of Capricorn j if we except its hills near

the center, which are high, but (lope gradually towards

the fea or lower lands. Though it prefents not to the

view tiie delightful borders of Otaheite, or the luxuri-

ant plains of Tongataboo, covered with trees, which at

once afford a (hclter from the fcorching rays of the fun,

a beautiful profpe6t to the eye, and food for the natives „

yet its poiTeffing a greater portion of gently-riling land,

renders it, in fome degree, fuperior to the above-men-
tioned favourite iflands, as being more capable of im-

i
provement.

Were we to judge of the climate from our experi-

ence, it might be faid to be very variable ; for, accord-

1 ing to the general opinion, it was, at this time, the iea-

fon of the year vv-hen the weather is fuppofed to be molt

^

fettled, the fun being at his greateft annual diftance.

? The heat was now very moderate -, and few of thofe

i

inconveniencies to which many countries lying within

I

the tropics are fubjeft, either from heat or moiiture,

{ feem to be experienced here.

I Befides the vegetables purchafed by us as refrcili-

jments, among which were, at leaft, five or fix varieties

(j

ofplantains, the illand produces bread fruit ; this, how-
:
ever fcems to be fcarce, as we only faw one tree of that

ipecies. There are aifo a few cocoa palms ; fome yams j

(the kappe of the Friendly Iflands, or Virginian ^rum ;

the etaoa tree, and odoriferous gardenia, or cape jafmine.

: The fcarlet birds, which were brought for fale, were

I

never met with alive ; but we faw one fmallone, about

I the fize of a canary bird, of a deep crimfon colour. We
alfo faw a large owl, two hawks, or kites, and a v^ild

I!
duck. It is probable that the fpecies of birds are nu-

'imerou£, if we may judge by the quantity of fine yellov/,

'green, and fmall, velvet-like, blackiili feathers ufcd up-
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on the cloaks, and other ornamencsj worn by thefe
(

people. -

Fifh, and other produ6bions of the fea, were, to ap-
\

peariince, not various ; as, befides, the fmali mackerel,
,

we only faw common mullets J a fpecies of a chalky J

colour ; a fmall brownifh rock fifh, adorned with blue i

fpots ; a turtle, which was penned up in a pond -, andj

three or four fort of fifh faked. The few fhell fifh feen ;

by us were chiefly converted into ornaments, though!
they were deftitute of the recommendation either of,!

beauty or novelty.

The only tame or domeflic animals that we found i

here were hogs, dogs, and fowls, which were all of die •

fame kind that we met with at ^he iflands of the South,!

Pacific. There were alfo fmali lizards ; and fome rats,,,

refembling thofe of every ifland Vv'hich we had hitherto,]

vifited.

The inhabitants ofAtooi are of the middle fize and j

in general, fioutly made. They are neither remarkable 1

for a beautiful Ihape, nor for ilriking features. Their.?

vifage, particularly that of the v/omen, is fometim.es i

round, but others have it long ; nor can it juftly be faid,
,

,

that they are diilinguifhcd as a nation by any general j

caft of countenance. ^:

They appear to he of a frank, chearful difpofition > ^

and are equally free from the fickle levity which, cha- -

ra,6terizes the inhabitants of Otaheite, and the fedate {

caft v/hich is obfervable among many of thofe of Ton- •

gataboo. They fecm to cultivate a fociable intercourfej,j.5

with each other ; and, except the propenfity to thiev- •

ing, v/hich is, as it were, innate in moft of the people "

w^e have vifited in thefe feas, they were extremely '

friendly to us. i

From the numbers that Vv-e faw affembled at every ?

village, as we coaited along, it may be conieclured, that
\

the inhabitafits of this ifland are pretty num.erous. In- *

eluding the fbragglicg houfes, there might, perhaps, be 1

in the whole ifland, fixty fuch villages as that near which i

our fnjps a.nchcred ; and if v^c allow live pcrfon-* tf) I



A VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAM. ioi^

each houfe, there woiild be in every village five hun-

dred, or thirty thouland upon the ifland„ This number
is by no means exaggerated, for there were fometimes

three thouland people, at lead, collefted upon the

beach ; when it could not be fuppofed, that above a

tenth part of the natives Were prefent.

There is no appearance of defence or fortification

near any of the villages, and the houfes are fcattered

about, without the leaft order. Some of their habita-

tions are large and commodious, from forty to fifty feet

in length, and twenty, or thirty in breadth, while others

of them are contemptible hovels. Their figure refem-

bles that of hayfhacks j or, perhaps, a better idea may
be conceived of them, by fuppofing the roof of a barn

placed on the ground, in fuch a manner as to form a

high, acute ridge, with two low fides. The gable at

each end, correfponding to the fides, makes thefe dwel-

ling places clofe all rounds and they are well thatched

with long grafs, which is laid on flender poles.

From what we faw growing, and from what was

brought to market, v/e have no doubt that fweet pota-

toes, taro^ and plantains, conftitute the principal part of

their vegetable diet ; and that yams and bread fruit are

rather to be confidered as rarities. Of animal food they

appear to be in no want, as they have great numbers of

5
hogs, which run, without reftraint, about the houfes :

: and if they eat dogs, which is not altogether improba-
\ ble, their llock of thefe ieemed very confiderablc. The
quantities of fifliing hooks found among them, indica-

j
ted that they procure a tolerable fupply of animal food

\ from the lea.

I

They bake their vegetable articles of food with heat-

I

ed ftones -, and, from the great quantity which we fav/

tj-4reired at one time, we imagined chat all the inhabitants"

of a village, or, at leaft, a confiderablc number of peo-
ple, joined in the life of a common oven.

The amufements of thefe people are various. W(5-'

did not fee the dances at which they ufe the fe-aith'^'d^'

VOL. VIM. D d-
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cloaks and caps -, but, from the motions which they '

made v/ith their hands, on other occafions, when they \

fung, we judged that they were fomewhat fimilar to- i

thole we had met with at the fouthern iflands, though
i

not fo (kilfuUy performed.

In the different manufaftures of thefe people, there :

appears to be an extraordinary degree of ingenuity and
i

neatnefs. Their cloth is made from the morus papyri-
\

fera^ and, doubtlefs, in the fame manner as at Tonga- \

taboo andOtaheite ; for we bought fome of the groov-
|

ed fticks with which they beat it. Its texture, however,.
\

though thicker, is inferior to that of the cloth of either i

of the places juR" mentioned : but in colouring or ftain- •;

ing it, the inhabitants of Atooi difplay a fuperiority of j

tafte by the infinite variety of figures which they ex-,';

ecute. J
The only iron tools feen among them, and which.,

they poffefix^d before our arrival, were a piece of iron .j

hoop, about the length of two inches, fitted into a,|

wooden handle ; and another edg;ed tool, which we \

fuppofed to have been made of the point of a broad |

Iword. Their having the aftual poflefiion of thole, and |

their being vv-eil acquainted with the ufe of this metal,, i^

inclined fome of our people to imagine that we were not I

the firft European vifitors of thele iflands. But the very
|

great furprize which they teftified on feeing our fnips» |

and their perfe6l ignorance of the ufe of fire-arms, can- .i

not be reconciled to fuch an opinion. ,\

The canoes of thefe people are commonly about four
j

and twenty feet in length, and have the bottom, in ge- %

neral, formed of a fingle piece of wood, hollowed out
_\

to the thicknefs of an inch or more, and brought to a
j

point at each end. The fides are compofed of three .

'•

boards, each about an inch thick, neatly fitted and lafh-. J

ed to the bottom. The extremities, both at head and j

ftern, are a little elevated, and both are made fliarp, -

fomewhat refembling a wedge, but they flatten more ;

abruptly, fo that the tvv'o frdc boards join each other, i

fide by fide, for upwaids of a foot. As iiity feldom

J!
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1

(exceed a foot and a hall'in breadth, thofc^ that go fmgle

(for they fometimes join thtm) have ouc-riggtrs, whicli

are Ihaped and titted with more judgment than any %ve

had before feen. They are rowed by paddles, fuch as

we had generally obferved at other iflands ; and fome

ofthem have a light triangular fail, extended to a mafb

and boom. The ropes which they ufe for their boats,

and the fmaller cords for their fiAiing tackle, are ftrong

and neatly made.

They are by no means novices in the art ot agricul-

ture. The vale ground is one continued plantation of

iaro^ and fome other articles, which have all the appear-

ance of being carefully attended to. The potatoe fielcs,

and fpots ot fugar cane, or plantains, on the higher

grounds, are planted with great regularity : but neither

thefe, nor the others, are inclofed with any fence, unlels

we confider the ditches on the low grounds as fuch ;

which, it is more probable, are defigncd to convey wa-
ter to the taro.

The iliort and imperfeft intercourfe we had with the

natives did not enable us to form any accurate judg-

ment of the form of government eiiablilhed amongll

them ; but from the general fimilarity of cuftoms, and

particularly from what we obferved of the honours paid

to their chiefs, it feems reafonable to imagine, that it is

of the fame nature with that which prevails in all the

iflands we have hitherto vifited ; and, in all probability,

their wars among themfelvcs are equally frequent. This,

indeed, might be inferred, from the number of weapons
we found in their poffeffion, and from the excellent or-

der in, which they kept them. But we had proof of the

fail from their own confeiTion ; and as we were inform-

ed, thefe V ars are curried on between the diiferent dif-

tridfs of their own ifland, as well as between it and the

neighbouring inhabitants of the ifles cf Oneeheow and
Oreehoua. We fcarcely need affign any other caufe

befides this, to account for the appearance oefore men-
tioned, of their population not being proportioned to

the extent of their ground that is capable ofcultivation.
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Befides their fpears, formed of a fine brownifh wood,

beauciiLUiy polifned, fome of which are barbed at one ;!

end, and flattened to a point at the other, they have a ;i

^ind of weapon v/hich we had never met with before ;
\

it fom-ewhat refembles a dagger, and is in general about ;i

eighteen inches in length -, fliarpened at one or both
'

ends, and fecured to the hand by a ftring. Its ufe is to v,;

fiab in clofe combat, and it feems well adapted to that ;*

purpofe. Some of thefe may be denominated double \

daggers, having a handle in the middle, with which they ^

fre the better enabled to ftrike different ways. They have
j

likewife bows and arrows ; but both from, their llender

€oiillru6tion, and their apparent fcarcity, it is probable i

that they never ufe them in battle. The knife or faw
j

already m.e'ntioned, with which they dilTeft the dead
j

bodies of their enemies, may alfo be ranked among their !

^weapons, as they both ftrike and cut with it when en-

gaged in clofe fight.

The inhabitants of Tongataboo bury their dead with >'

great decency, and they alfo inter their human facrifi-

eesi but they do not, to our knowledge, offer any other !?

animql, or even vegetable, to their deities. !

If the Sandwich Iflands had been difcovered at an ij

early period, by the Spaniards, they would doubtlefs «

have availed themifelves of fo excellent a (ituation, and 1;

have made ufe of Atooi, or fome other of the ifiands, 4

as a place of refrefhment for the fliips that fail annually }

between Manilla and Acspulco. They lie almioft mid- i

way between the iaft-mentioned place and Guam, one 'li

of the Ladrones, which is at prefent their only port in I

traverfmg this vaft ocean ; and it v/oulci not have been i

a week's fail out of their route to have touched at them.

An acquaintance with the Sandwich Ifies would alfo >

have been equally favourable to our Buccaneers -, who >

have fometimes pafTed from the coaft of America to the 1

Ladrones, with a llock of provifions and water icarcely
\

adequate to the fupport of life. Here they might al- 'i

ways have met with a plentiful fupply, and have been J

within a month's fail of the very part of California,
j

>vhich the Manilla fnip is obliged to make.
;

. 1
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The Difcovery having joined us, we ftood away to

the northward, with a gentle gale from the eaft.

On Saturday the 7th of February, we were in the

latitude of 29° north, and in the longitude of 200° eaft,

the wind veering to fouth-eaft. We fteered north-eaft

^nd eaft till the 1 2th ; v/e then tacked and ftood to the

northward being in the latitude of 30® north, and in

the longitude of 206*^ 15^ eaft. In this advanced lati-

tude, and even in the winter feafon, we had only begun
to kt\ a fenfation of cold in the mornings and evenings ;

a proof of the equal an^ durable influence of the heat

of the fun at all times to 30*^ on each fide the line. Af-

ter that, the difproportion is known to become very

great. On the 25th, we reached the latitude of 42®
30', and the longitude of 219^ : when v/e began to

meet with the rock weed mentioned in Lord Anfon's

voyage, by the name of fea leek, which is generally ittn

by the Manilla iliips.

On the ift of March we had a calm day, which was
fucceeded by a wind from the north, with which we
ftood to the eaft, intending to make land.

On the morning of the 2d, during a calm, part of the

fea appeared to be covered with a kind of flime, and
fomc fmali fea animals v/ere feen fwimming about.

Thofe which were moft confpicuous, were of the gela-

tinous kind, almoft globular j afmaller fort had a white

or ftiining appearance, and were in great abundance.

Some of the latter were put into a glafs cup, with fome
fait water ; and, when in a prone fituation they appear-

ed like fmallfcales or pieces of filver.

When they fwam about, which they did with equal

eafe in various dirc6lions, they emitted the brighteft

colours of the moft valuable gems, according to their

pofition refpefting the light. At one time they appear-

ed pellucid, at another difplaying the various tints of
blue, from a fapphirine to a violet, mixed with a kind
of ruby, and glov/ing with fufficient ftrength to illumi-

nate the glafs and water. When the veftel was held

ts> the ftrongeft light, the tints appeared moft vivid ;
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!

j

but almoft vanillied when the animals fubfided to the I

bottom, they had then a brownilh appearance. By

candle light, the colour was principally a beautiful pak

'

green, with a kind of burnifhed glofs ; and in the dark 'i

it faintly exhibited a glowing fire.
i;

About noon, on the 6rhj we beheld two feals, ard.;i

feveral whales ; and early the next mornmg the long'j

expected coaft of New Albion was feen, at the diftance
I

often or twelve leagues, extending from north-eaft to

fouth-eaft. At noon we were in the latitude of 44^ '

J2' north, and in the longitude of 235° 20'eaft, and the
\\

land about eight leagues diftant. !

We had now feventy-three fathoms water, over a
j

muddy bottom, and found ninety fathoms about a league
|

farther off. The land, which v/as of a moderate height, u

appeared to be diverfified with hills and vallies, and i]

rincipally covered with v/ood. No very ftriking ob-
|j

jeft, however, prefented itfelf, except an high hill with I'

a flat fummit. The land formed a point at the northern

extreme, which captain Cook named Cape Foulweathcr,

from the exceeding bad weather we afterwards met with.

In the evening of the 8th, the wind veered to the

north-wefb, with fqualls, hail, and fleet ; and the wea-

ther being hazy and thick, we ftood out to featill about

noon the next day, when we flood in again for the land,

Vv'hich we faw at two in the afternoon, bearing eafl-

north-eafb. From this time to the 29th, we were con-

tinually encountering various winds ; but now got to

an anchor in eighty fathoms water, and fo near the land

as to be able to reach it with a hawfer. The Difcovery

was becalmed before flie got within the arm, where Ihe

anchored in feventy fathoms water.

As foon as we had anchored, three canoes came off f

to the fhip, in one of which were two men, in another r

fix, and in the other ten. Advancing pretty near us, a »

perfon flood up in one of the two laft, and I'poke for a i

confiderable time, inviting us, as we fuppofed by his

geftures, to go afiiore ; and at the fame time, continued

flrewing handfuls of feathers towards us. Some of his
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j

companions alfo threw a red powder in the fame man-
Iner.

A breeze fpringing up foon after, brought us clofe

to the Ihore, when the canoes began to vifit us in great

numbers ; having had at one time no lefs than thirty-

jtwo of them about the fhip, containing from three to

Ifevenor eight perfons each, and ofboth fexes. One canoe

Iparticuiarly attrafted ourobfervation,by a peculiar head,

jwhich had a bird's eye, and a very large beak painted

jon it. The perfon who was in it, and who appeared

'to be a chief, was equally remarkable for his fmgular

appearance -, having a large quantity of feathers hang-

ing from his head, and being painted or fmeared in a

very extraordinary manner. In his hand he had a carved

bird of wood, ofthe fize of a pigeon, with which he of-

ten rattled, and was equally vociferous in his harangue,

which was accompanied with many exprefiive geftures.

Though our vifitors were fo peaceable, that they could

inot be fufpefted of any hoftile intention, not any of

them could be prevailed on to come on board. They
were very ready, however, to part with any thing they

had, and received any thing we offered them in ex-

i
change -, but were more folicitous after iron, than any
jofour other articles of commerce, appearing to be no
Iftrangers to the ufe of that valuable metal.

I

We were followed by many of the canoes to our

I
anchoring place -, and a group, confifting of about ten

' or a dozen of them, continued along fide the Refolu-

;tion the greateft part of the night. Hence, we flattered

I

ourfelves, that we were fo comfortably fituated, as to be

nble to get all our wants fupplied, and forget the delays

and hardfhips we had experienced, in almoft a conftant

fuccelTion of adverfe winds and tempeftuous v/eather:»

ever fmce our arrival upon this coaft.
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CHAP. IV.

TranfaiSlions with the natives of North America ; difcoveHeS

on that coaft and the eaftern extremity of Afia, and return

fouthward to the Sandwich Iflands.

Jj^AVING happily found fuch excellent fhelter for

our ihips, in an ihlet whofe coafls appeared to be inha-

bited by an inofFenfive race of people, we loft no time

after coming to an anchor, in fearching for a commo-
dious harbour, where we might be llationed during our

continuance in the Sound. Upon this fervice captain

Cook fent three armed boats, under the command of

Mr. King, and went himfelf in a fmali boat on the fame
bulinefs. He had no difficulty in finding what he want-

ed ; for on the north-v/eft of the arm, and at a fmaH
diftance from the fhips, he found a convenient fnug^

cove, perfe61:ly adapted to our purpofe.

Plenty of canoes, filled with the inhabitants, were

about the fliips the whole day -, and a reciprocal trade

was commenced between us, which was conduced with

the ftriftefl harmony and integrity on both fides. Their

articles of commerce v/ere the fl-iins of various animals;

fuch as bears, fea otters, wolves, foxes, deer, racoonsy

martins, and pole cats.

Among all the articles, hov;ever, which they expof-

ed to fail, the mod extraordinary were human &uliS,,

and hands, with fome of the ficfh remaining on themy

which they acknowledged they had been feeding on ;

and fome of them, indeed, bore evident marks of their

having been upon the fire. From this circumilance,.

it was but too apparent, that the horrid pradice of de-

vouring their enemies is pradiifcd here, as much as at

New Zealand, and odier South-Sea ifiands.

The next day v/as employed m hauling cur fliips into

the cove where they were moored. We found, on heav-

ing up the anchor, notv/ithflanding the great depth of

water, that rocks were at the bettom. Thefe had
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greatly injured the cable, as well as the haufers that

I were carried out to warp the fhip into the cove y con-

lequently the whole bottom was ttrewed with the rocks.

The fii ip was now become very leaky in her upper

works J the carpenters were therefore ordered to caulk

jher, and to repair any other defed:s they might
|dicover.

j
In the courfe ofthis day (the 31ft of March) the news

lofour arrival brought vail numbers ofthe natives about

;our fliips. Atone time we counted above an hundred
canoes, each of vv'hich, on an average, had five people

on board ; fsw containing lefs than three j many having
jfeven, eight, or nine -, and one was manned with feven-

[teen.

I
. We found, hovi^cver, that they v/ere as fond of pil-

fering as any v/e had met with during our voyage ; and
they were much more mifchievous than any of the other

thieves v/e had found ; for, having fliarp inftruments

in their poffeffion, they could, the inflant our backs
were turned, cut a hook from a tackle, or a piece of
iron from a rope.

Belides other articles, we loft feveral hooks in this

manner, one of which weighed between twenty and
thirty pounds. They dripped our boats of every mor-
fei of iron that was worth taking away, though fome
of our men were always left in them as a guard. They
were indeed fo dexterous in effefting their purpofes,

that one fellow v/ould contrive to amufe our people at

one end of the boat, while another was forcing off the

iron-work at the other end. If an article, that had been
ftolen, was immediately miffed, the thief was eafily de-
teded, as they Vv^ere fond of impeachipg each other.

But the prize was always relu6lantly given up by the

guilty perfon, and fometim.es compullive means v/erc

obliged to be exercifed for that purpofe.

Our fnips being fafely moored, we proceed the n^xt
day to' other neceflary bufinefs. Tlie cbfervatories

were taken ailiore, and placed upon a rock, at one
fide of the cove, not far from the Refokition. A party

VOL. VIII. E c
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of men was ordered out to cut wood, and clear s

place for watering. Having plenty of pine trees here,

others were employed in brewing fpruce beer. The
forge was alfo erected, to make the neceffary ironwork

for repairing the foremaft, which had one of the bibs

defedive, and was otherwife incomplete.

We were daily vifited by a confiderable number of

the natives, and among them we frequently faw new
faces. They had a fmgular mode of introducing them-

felves on their firft appearance. They paddled with

their utmoft ftrength and activity round both the fhips

;

a chief at this time Handing up with a fpear in his hand,

and fpeaking, or rather bawling, moft vociferoufly.

In the afternoon we refumed our work, and, the

next day, rigged the foremaft -, the head of which not

being large enough for the cap, the carpenter was or-

dered to fill up the vacant fpace. In examining the

ftate of the maft-head for this purpofe, both checks

were difcovered to be rotten, infomuch that there was

not a pofllbility of repairing them. We were there-

fore obliged to get the maft out, and to fupply it withi

a nevv' one.

In the morning of the 7th of April, having got the

foremaft out, we hauled it aftiore, and the carpenters

were fet to work upon it. Somic of our lov^er ftand-

ing rigging being much decayed, the Commodore em-
braced the opportunity, while the foremaft v/as repair-

ing, of ordering a new fet of main rigging to be fitted,

and the fore-rigging to be improved.
From our putting into the found, till the 7th of f

April, the weather had been remarkably fine -, but,

in the morning of the Hth, the v/ind blew frefh at

fouth-eaft, accompanied with hazy weather and rain ;

it increafed in the afternoon, and in the evening it

blew extremely hard. It came in heavy fquails, right

into the cove from over the high land on the oppofite

fnore ; and though the. fhips were well moored, they

were in 'adano-'erous fituation.
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The natives were not difcouraged, by this bad wea-

jher from making us daily vifits; and, in our fituation,

fuch vifits were very acceptable to us. They fre-

quently brought us a fupply of fifh, when we were

unable to catch any with a hook and line, and v/e had

not a convenient place to draw a net. Tlie filh they

brought us were fmall cod, and a fmall kind of bream
.orfardine. On the nth, the main rigging was fixed

and got over head, notwithftanding the rainy wea-

ther ; and the next day we took down the mizen-maft,

the head of which was fo rotten, that it dropped off

in the flings.

We received a vifit in the evening from a tribe of

natives whom we had not feen before, and who, in ge-

neral, made a better appearance than our old friends.

The commodore conduded them into the cabin, but

there was not an obje6i: that excited their attention

;

all our novelties were looked on with indifference,

except by a very few, who fhewed a certain degree of

curiofity. The next day a party of our men v/ent

into the woods, and cut down a tree, of which a mizen-
maft was to be made. The day after, it was convey-

ed to the place where the carpenters were at work upon
the fore-maft. The wind in the evening veered to

the fouth-eaft, and blew a very hard gale, attended

with rain till eight o'clock the next morning -, at which
time it abated and veered to the weft.

The fore-maft being now finiftsed, we hauled it

along- fide ; but on account of the bad weather, could

not get it in till the afternoon. We v/ere expeditious

in rigging it, while the carpenters were employed on
the mizen-maft on fhore. On the i6th, v/hen they

had made confiderable progrefs in it, they difcovered

that the tree on which they were at v/ork was wound-
ed ; owing, it was imagined, to fome accident in

cutting- it down. It therefore became neceflary to

procure another tree out of the woods, on which oc-
pafion all hands were employed above half a day.
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During thefe operations, many of the natives were v

about the fhips, gazing with an- expreffive furprife, C

which, from their general inattention, we did not ex- :;

ped:. A party of ftrangers in feven or eight canoes,' <

came into the cove on the i8th, and after iookins; at

us for fome time, retired. We apprehended that our .'

eld friends, who, at this time, were more numerous J
about us than our nev/ vifitors, v/ould not fuffer them; -j

to have any deaHngs with us. It v/as evident, indeed,'! f

that the neighbouring inhabitants engroffed us entirely :

to themfelvcs i and that they carried on a rrafFic with i

more diltant tribes, in thofe articles they had received »'

fromiUSj for they trequently difappeared for four or'«

five days together, and returned with frefh cargoes oi'^i

curiofities and ikins. i

Such of the natives as vifited us daily, were the moft ]

beneficial to us; for, after difpofmg of their trifles, •

they em.ployed themXelves in fifhing, and we always 1

partook of w\hat they caught. V/e alfo procured from ^-

txhem a conhderable quantity of good animal oil, which
\

they brought to us in bladders. Some, indeed, at-
j

tempted to cheat us, by mixing water with the oil j
{

and once or twice they fo far impofed upon us, as to i

fill their bladders with water only. But, it was better «

for us to wink at thefe impofitions, than fuffer them to <

produce a quarrel. :;

Moil: of our heavy v/ork being now finifned, the 3

com.modore fet out next morning to furvey the found;
\

and going firft to the weft point, he difcovered a large i

village, and before it a very fnug harbour, with from 'I

nine to four fathoms water.

The inhabitants of this village, who were nume- j

rous, many of whom the commodore was no ftranger v

to, received him with great courtefy, every one pref- ;•

fmg him to enter his apartment ; for feveral families :

have habitations under the fame roof. He politely ac-
|

cepted the invitations, and tlic hofpitable friends whom
he vifited, teftihed every mark of civility and refpect
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On the 2 ill, tiie mizen-maft v/a,s got in and Hggcd,

and the carpenters ordered to nriake a new fore-top-

maft, to replace that which had been carried away.

The 23d, 24th, and 25th of April, were employed

in preparing to put to Tea; the fails were ben': ; the

obfervatories, and other articles removed from the

i fliorei and both ftips put into a proper condition for

fail ins:-

i
Thus prepared, we intended to have ptit to fea on

I

the morning of the 26th) but having both wind and

;
tide againfb us, we were under a neceflity of waiting

i
till noon -, when a calm fucceeded the fouth-weft wind,

i and the tide at the fame time turning in our favour,

I

we towed the fliips out of the cove. 'W~e had variable

\
airs and calms till about four in the afternoon, when

I
a breeze fprung up, attended with thick hazy weather.

The mercury in the barometer funk uncommonly
,;
low, and we had every appearance of an approaching

I

ilorm from the fbuthward. In this fituation captain

i Cook hefitated for a fnort time (as night was then ap-
' proaching) whether we ihould fail immediarely, or

I

flay till the next morning. But his anxiety to proceed

I
upon the voyage, and the fear of lofmg fo good an

i opportunity of getting out of the found, operated

i more fbrongly upon his mind than the apprehenfion of

I danger, and he refolved to put to fea.

1 . King George's Sound was the appellation given by

I

the commodore to this inlet, on our firft arrival; but he

; was afterv/ards informed that the natives called it

I

Nootka. Its latitude h ^^^ 33' north, its longitude

\
233^ i2''eall.

j The trees, of which the woods are principally com-

i
pofed, are the Canadian pine, white cyprefs, and

I

two or three other forts of pine. The two firft are in

' the greateft abundance, and, at a diftance, referable

each other, though they are eafily diftinguiilied on a

j
nearer viev/, the cyprefs being of a paler green than

'i

the other. In general, the trees grow here with great

vigour, and are of a large fize.



222 A VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

About the rocks and borders of the woods, v/e faw

fome ilrawberry plants, . and raiberry, currant, and

gooleberry bufhiss, all in a flourifhing ftate.
]

Lying in a cove on an ifland, all the animals that

we jfaw alive, were two or three racoons, martins, and

fquirrels : fome of our people, indeed, who landed on

the continent, on the fouth-eaft fide of the found, faw.

the prints of a bear's feet not far from the fhore.

Birds are far from being numerous here, and thofe

that are to be ken are remarkably Jhy, owing, per-

haps, to their being continually haraffed by the natives,

either to eat them, or to become poffelTed of their

feathers, to be worn as ornaments. There are crows

and ravens, not differing in the leail from thofe in Eng-
land; alfo a jay or magpie ; the common wren, which

is the only fmging bird we heard : the Canadian thrufh;

the brown eagle, v/ith a white head and tail ; a fmall

fpecies of hawk ; a heron, and the large crefted Ame-
rican king fillier.

The quebrantahueffos, jfhags, and gulls, were feen

off the coaft ; and the two laft were alfo frequent in the

found. There are two forts of wild ducks, one of

which was black with a white head, the other was

white, and had a red bill. Some fwans too were once

or twice feen flying to the northward, but we are un-

quainted with their haunts.

Though the variety of fifh is not very great here,

they are more plentiTul jn quantity than birds. The
principal forts are the common herring, which are

very numerous, though not exceeding feven inches in

length i a fmailer fort, vv'hich, though larger than the

anchovy, orfardine, is of the fame kind ^ a filver-co-

loured bream, and another of a gold brown colour,

with narrow blue flripes.

The only reptiles obferved here were brown fnakes,

about two feet in length, -having whitifh ftripes on the

back and fides ; and brownifh w^ater lizards. The for-

mer are fo harmlefs, that we have feen the natives car-

ry them alive in their hands. The infe6t tribe feem to
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be more numerous s for, though the feafon for their

appearance was only beginning, we faw feveral diffe-

rent forts of butterflies, all of which were common j

we alfo found fome humble bees ; goofeberry moths,

a few beetles, two or three forts of flies, and fome
mofquitoes.

j

Though we found both iron and copper here, we
did not imagine that either of them belonged to this

place. We did not even fee the ores of any metal, ex-

cept a coarfe red ochry fubftance, ufed by the natives

,in painting or ftaining themfeives.

The ftature of the natives is in o-eneral below the

common ftandard -, but their perfons are not proporti-

onably (lender, being ufually pretty plump, though not

mufcular. Mofl of the natives have round full vifa^es,

which are fometimes broad, with high prominent
.cheeks. Above thefe, the face frequently appears fallen

jin quite acrofs between the temples : the nofe flattens

'at its bafe.has wide noftrils, and a rounded point. The
; forehead is low, the eyes fm all, black, and languifh-

.ingj tHe mouth round, the lips thick, and the teeth

regular and well fet, but not remarkable for their

whitenefs.

I
• Their beards and eye-brov/s are fcanty and narrow

;

'but they have abundance of hair on the head, which
j[ is flrong, black, flraight, and lank. Their necks are

fhort, and their arms are rather clumfy, having no-
i thing of beauty or elegance in their formation.—The
limbs, in all of them, are fmall in proportion to the

„ other parts ; befides, they are crooked and ill-formed,

having proje6ling ancles, and large feet, aukwardly
jlhaped. The latter defedl fecms to be occafioned, in

I

a great meafure, by their fitting fo continually on their

I

hams or knees.

j
The women in general are of the fame fize, colour

, and form, with the men ; nor is it ealy to diftinguifh

them, as they poiiefs no natural feminine delicacies.

Nor was there a finele one to be found, even among
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thofe who were in their prime, who had the leafc pre-

tenfions to beauty or cotneiinefs.

Their drefs, in commonj is a flaxen kind of mantle,

ornamented with a narrow llripe of fur on the upper

edge, and fringes at the lower edge. PafTing under

the left arm, it is tied over the right fhoulder, leaving
j

both arms perfedlly free. Sometimes the mantle is;

faitened ruund the waift by a girdle of coarfe matting, r

Over this is worn a fmall cloak of the fame fubilancc,

reaching to the waift, alfo fringed at the bottom, i

They wear a cap like a truncated cone, or a flower pot,

made of very fine matting, ornamented with a reundu

knob, or a bunch of leathern taffels, having a firing

pafllng under the chin, to prevent its blowing oft.

Their bodies are always covered v/ith red paint," but

their faces are ornamented with variety of colours j a

black, a brighter red, or a white colour: thelailofj!

thefc gives them a ghaftly horrible appearance.-w :

Many of their ears are perforated in the lobe, where 'i

they make a large hole, and tv/o fmaller ones higher
!

up on the outer edge. In thefe holes are hung bits of
i

bone, quills faftenedupon a leathern thong, ll:iells, bun-

ches ot talTels, or thin pieces of copper. In fome, the
:|

Jepurn of the nofe is alfo perforated, and a piece of |i

cord drawn through it. Others wear, at the fame place,
\

pieces of copper, brafs, or iron, Ihaped fomewhat
j

like a horfe-ilioe, the narrow opening receiving the •

Jepurn^ fo that it may be pinched gently by the two '

points, and t\\\x% the ornament hangs over the upper !

lip. i

Among the people of Nootka, one of the drclTes

feems peculiarly adapted to war. It is a thick tanned t;

leathern mantle doubled, and appears to be the ikin rj

of an elk, or bulTalo. This is faitened on in the ordi--

nary manner, and is fo contrived as to cover the bread

quite up to the throat 3 part of it, at the fame time,

falling down to their heels. This garment is, fomecimes

very curiouily painted, and is not only flrong enough
to refiil arrows, but, as u^e underftood from them, even
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ipears cannot pierce it ; fo that it may be confidered

as their completed defenfive armour.

From their exhibiting human fkulls and bones to

fale, there is little reafon to doubt of their treating

their enemies with a degree of brutal cruelty 5 but,

as this circumftancc rather marks a general agree-

ment of character among almoft every uncivilized

tribej in every age and country, they are not to be re-

proached with any charge of peculiar inhumanity.

Their difpcfition, in this refpe(5l, we have not any

reafon to judge unfavourably of They appear to be

docile, courteous, and good natured j but they are

quick in refenting injuries, notwithftanding the pre-

dominancy of their phlegm ; and like all other paf-

fionate people, as quickly forgetting them.

A rattle, and a fmall whiille, are the only initru-

ments of mufic which we have feen among them. The
rattle is ufed when theyfmg; but upon what occafions

the whiftle is ufed, we never knew.

The only inhabited parts of the Sound feem to be
the two villages already mentioned. A pretty exa6t

computation of the number of inhabitants in both,

might be made from the canoes that vifited our fhips,

the fecond day after our arrival. They confided of
about a hundred, which, upon an avarage, contained

at lead five perfons each. But, as there were very
few women, old men, children, or youths, then among
them, we may reafonably fuppofe, that the number of
the inhabitants of the two villages could not be lefs

than four times the number of our vifitors 3 being two
thoufand in the whole.

Their houfes confid of very long broad planks, red-
ing upon the edges of each other, tied in different parts

with withes of pine bark. They have only {lender

pods on the outfide, at confiderablc didances from
each other, to which they are aifo fadened j but there

are fome larger poles within, placed adant. The fides

and ends of thefe habitations are about feven or eight
teet in height, but the back part is fomewhat higher.

VOL. VII I. F f
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; i

The planksj therefore, which compofe the roof, flant ;

forward, and, being loofe, may be moved at pleafure. i

They may either be put clofc to exclude the rain, or
J

feparated to admit the light in fine weather.
;|

The furniture of their houfes confifts principally of
]

cbcfts and boxes of various fizes, piled upon each
j

other, at the fides or ends ofthehoufej in which are
j

depofiied their garments, fl^ins, mafks, an-d other ar-
j

ticks that are deemed valuable. Many of them are
|

double, or the upper one ferves as a lid to the other: :

fome have a lid faitened with thongs -, others, that are
\

very large, have a fquare hole cut in the upper parr,
,;j

for the convenience of putting -things in, or taking
j

them out. They are frequently painted black, ftudded
i

with the teeth of animals, or rudely carved wath figures :'

of birds, &c. as decorations. They have alfo fquare |i

and oblong pails ; round wooden cups and bowls ;: i

wooden troughs, of about two feet in length, out of
j;

\vhich they eat their food ^ bags of matting, baflcets of

twigs, &c.
The irregularity and eonfufion of their houfes is^

hov/ever, far exceeded by their naftinefs and flench.'

They not only dry their filh within doors, but they al-

fo gut them there ; which, together v/ith their bones

and fragments thrown upon the ground at meals, occa-

fions feveral heaps of filth, which are never removed, i

till it becomes troublefome, from their bulk, to pafs
;

over them. Every thing about thehoufe flinks of train-
i

oil, fifh, and fmokc; and every part of it is as filthy
"

as can be imagined.
\

The men feem to be chieily employed in fiiliingx ,i

and killing animals for the fuftenance of their families^
\

few of them being feen engaged in any bufinefs in the ;j

houfe ; but the women were ocupied in manufaflunng
\

their garments, and in curing their fardines, v.'hich they I

alfo carry from the canoes to their houfes. The wo- •*

men alfo go injmall canoes, to gather mufeles and 1

other ilieli-filh. They are as dexterous as the men in i

the manasment of thefe canoes, and when there are \
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men in the canoes with them, they are paid very little

attention to on account of their fex, none of the men
offering to relieve them from the labour of the paddle.

Nor do they Ihcw them any particular refpeft or ten-

•I dernefs on other occafions.

I The young men are remarkably indolent ; being

I
generally fitting about, in fcattered companies, bafking

I

themfelves in the fun, or wallowing in the fand upon
the beach, like fo many hogs, without any kind of co-

I

vering. This difregard of decency was, however, con-

I fined folely to the men. The women were always de-

cently cloathed, and behaved with great propriety ;

juftly meriting ail commendation for a raodeft baflifui-

nefs, fo becoming in their fcx. In them, it is the more

I
meritorious, as the men have not even a (cnfc of fliame.

j
Their greateft reliance for food feems to be upon the

^ fea, as affording fifh and fea-animals. The principal

• of the firfc are herrings and fardincs, tv/o fpecies of

\
bream, and fome fmall cod. The large mufcle is an
clTential article of their food, which is found in great

! abundance in the Sound. The land anim.als, at this

j
time, appeared alfo to be fcarce, as we faw no flefli

'I belonging to any of them ; and, though their fkins were
,

to be had in plenty, they might perhaps, have been
I procured by trafnc from other tribes. It plainly ap-
I pears, therefore, from a variety of circumfbanccs, that

thefe people are furnifiied with the principal part of

I

their animal food by the fea ; ifwe except a few gulls,

and fome other birds, which they flioot v^ith their ar-

rows.

Their only winter vegetables fcem to be the Cana-
dian pine- branches, and fea grafs -, but, as the Ipring

advances, they ufe others as they come in feafon.

Small marine animals, in their frefli ftate, are fome-
times eaten raw ; though it is their ordinary prac^lice

to roafc- or broil their food ; for they are abfohite ftran-

gers to our method of boiling, as appears from their

manner of preparing porpoife broth ; befides, as they
have only wooden vefTels it is impolTible for them to
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perform fuch an operation. Their manner of eating
i

correfponds with the naftinefs of their houfes and per-

fons i for the platters and troughs, out of which they eat

their food, feem never to have been walhed fmce rheir

original formation ; the dirty remains of a former meal,

being only fwept away by a fucceeding one. Every
thing folid and tough they tear to pieces with their hands

and teeth ; for, though their knives are employed in r

cutting off the large portions, they have not yet endea-

voured to reduce theie to mouthfuls by the fame m.eans,

.

though fo much m.ore cleanly and convenient. But they

do not poffefs even an idea of cleanlinefs, and conflantly \

eat the roots which are dug from the ground, v/ithout

attempting to iliake off the foil that adheres to them,
j

They have bows and arrows, fpears, (lings, fnort :

truncheons made of bone, and a fmall pick-axe, fome-
'

what refembling the common American tornahav/k. '

Some of the arrows are pointed with iron, and others i

with indented bone ; the fpear has ufually a long point
;

made of bone. The tomahav/k is a ftone of the length

of feven or eight inches, one end terminating in a point,
:

and the other fixed into a wooden handle.

The defign and execution of their manufadures and
;

mechanic arts, are more extenfive and ingenious than
|

could poffibly have been expe6led, from the natural
]

difpofition of the people, and what little progrefs they y

have made in civilization. The flaxen and woollen gar-

ments engage their firft care, as being the moft material i

of thofe that may be claffed under the head of manufac-
'

tures,
,
The former are fabricated from the bark of the q

pine tree, beat into a mafs refembling hemp.
Their fondfiefs for carving on all their wooden arti- -

cles, correfponds with their tafte in working figures s

upon their garments. Nothing is to be feen without ii

a kind of frize-work, or a reprefentation of fome ani-
\

mal upon it ; but the moil general figure is that of the
i

human face.

Though the flrudlure of their canoes is fmiple, they
'

appear well calculated for every ufeful purpofe. The
i
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j

largeftj which contain upwards of twenty people, are

I

formed of a fingle tree. The length of many of them

I
is forty feet, the breadth, feven, and the depth three.

j
They become gradually narrower from the middle to-

; wards each end, the ftern ending perpendicularly, with

i
a knob at the top. The fore-part ftretches forwards

I
and upwards, and ends in a point or prow^ much high-

! erthan the fides of the canoe, which are nearly ftraight.

I

The greateft part of them are without any ornament

;

j
fome have a little carving, and are ftudded with feal's

I teeth on the furface. Some have alfo a kind of additi-

I onal prow, ufually painted with the figure of fome ani-

I

mal. They have neither feats nor any other fuppor-

ters, on the infide, except fome fmall round fticks,

about the fize of a walking cane, placed acrols, about

half the depth of a canoe. They are very light, and,

on account of the breadth and flatnefs, fwim firmly,

without an out-rigger, of which they are all deftitutc.

Their paddles, which are fmall and light, refemble a

large leaf in fhape, being pointed at the bottom, broad
in the middle, and gradually becoming narrower in the

fhaft ; the whole length being about five feet. By con-
ftant ufe, they have acquired great dexterity in the ma-
nagement of thefe paddles -, butthey never make ufe of
any fails.

For fifhing and hunting, their inflruments are inge-

nioufly contrived, and completely made. They coniift

of nets, hooks, and lines, harpoons, gigs, and an inftru-

ment referabling an oar. The afliftance they receive

from iron tools, contributes to their dexterity in v/ooden

performances. Their implements are almoft wholly

made of iron ; at leaft, we faw but one chilTel that was
not made of that metal, and that was only of bone. The
knife and the chilTel are the principal forms that iron

afTumes amongft them. The chilTel coDfiils of a flat

long piece, faflened into a wooden handle. A ftone is

their mallet, and a bit of fifli-fl<;in their poliflier.

Little knowledge can we be fuppofed to have acquir-

ed of the political and religious inftitutions eftablilhed
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among thefe people. We difcovered, however, thai

there were fuch men as chiefs, diflinguiihed by the title i

o^ Aczveeky to whom the others are, in ijbme degree, fub- fs

ordinate. But the authority of each of thefe great men
fj

feems to extend no further than to his own family, who i

acknowledge him as their head. As they were not all!

|

elderly men, it is poffible this title may be hereditary. '*

Their language is neither harih nor difagreeable, !

farther than proceeds from their pronouncing the k and.^l

h with Icfs foftnefs than we do. As to the compofition ^
of their language, we arc enabled to fay but little.

We put to fea, in the evening of the 26th of April,.
|

with manifeft indications of an approaching ftorm ; and !

thefe figns did not deceive us. We had fcarce failed Ij

out of the Sound, when the Vv'ind fhifted from north- !

eaft to fouth eaft by eaft, and blew a ftrong gale, with i

fqualls and rain, the fi<y being at the fame time uncom-
j

monly dark. Between one and two o'clock in the af- !

ternoon, there v^^as a perfe6l hurricane 3 fo that the
j

Commodore deemed it exceedingly dangerous to run !

any longer before it ; he therefore brought the fhips to, !

with their heads to the fouth. In this fituation, the Re- >

folution fprung a leak in the ftarboard quarter, which, ^

at lirfc alarmed us extremely ; but, after the water was
I

baled out, which kept us employed till midnight, it was ;,

kept under by means of one pump. The wind having, j

in the evening, veered to the fouthward, its fury in fome -

meafure abated ; upon which we ftretched to the weft i

but about eleven, the gale again increafed, and conti-

nued till five the next morning, when the ftorm began
to moderate.

On Fridav the ift ofMay, not feeing land, we fteer-

ed to the north-eaft, having a frefh breeze at fouth 1

fouth-eaft and fouth, with fqualls and fhowcrs of hail

and rain. About feven o'clock in the evening wedef-
cried the land, at the diftance of twelve or fourteen

leagues. At four the next morning, the coaft was (ttn

from fouth-eaft to north by weft, the neareft part of it

being five or fix leagues diftant. At this time, the north-
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jern point of an inlet, or, at leaft, what appeared to be

one, bore eaft by foiith -, and from it to the northward,

there Teemed to be many bays and harbours along the

jcoaft. Between eleven and twelve, we paifed a ciufter

of little illands fituate near the continent, to the north-

ward of the Ibuthern point of an extenfive bay. An arm
ijof this bay feemed to extend in towards the north, be-

';hind a round lofty mountain that Hands between it and

(the fea. To this mountain captain Cook gave the name
jof Mount Edgecumbe : and the point of land projeft-

ing from it, he called Cape Edgecumbe. The latti-

jtude of this cape is 57'-'' 3 'north, and its longitude 224"
7' eaft.

We had now light breezes from the north-weft,

which continued feveral days. We fteered to the fouth-

weft and weft-fouth-weft, till the morning of the 4111,

when we tacked and ftood towards the fhore.

On the 6th, at mid-day, the neareft land was at the

diftance of about eight leagues. In a north-eafterly

diredion, there appeared to be a bay, and an ifland near

its fouthern point, covered with wood. In the after-

noon we founded, and found a muddy bottom at the

depth ofabout feven fathoms. Soon afterwards, hav-

ing a light northerly breeze we fteered to the weftward i

and at noon, the next day, we were at the diftance of
four or five leagues from the fhore.

On Sunday the icth, at twelve o'clock, we were
about three leagues diftant from the coaft of the con-

tinent. To the weftward of the latter direftion was an

ifland, at the diftance of fix leagues. A point, which
the Commodore named Cape Suckling, projects to-

wards the north-eaftern end of this ifiand.

On the 1 2th, at noon, the eaftern point of a fpacious

inlet bore weft-north-weft, about three leagues diftant.

From Comptroller's Bay to this point, which the Com-
modore named Cape Hinchingbroke, the direction of
the coaft is nearly eaft" and weft. The wind was now
louth-eafterly, and vve were menaced with a fogand a

ftorm j and captain Cook was defirous of getting into
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fome place to flop the leak, before we had another gale

to encounter. We therefore fleered for the inlet, which
v/e had no fooner reached, than the weather became ex-

ceedingly foggy, and it was deemed neceffary that the

inips ihould be fecured in fome place or other, till the

fky iliouid clear up. With this view we hauled clofe

under Cape Hinchingbroke, and call anchor before a

fmall cove, over a clayey bottom, in eight fathoms wa-

ter, at the diftance of about two furlongs from the fhore*

Mr. Gore was fent on fnore, in order to Ihoot fome

birds that might ferve for food. He had fcarcely reach-

ed them, when about twenty natives appeared, in two

large canoes -, upon which he returned to the fhips, and

they followed him. They were unwilling, however, to

venture along-fide, but kept at a little diftance, iliout-

ing aloud, and clafping and extending their arms alter-

nately. They then began a kind of fong, much after' r

the manner of the inhabitants of King George's or

Nootka Sound. Their heads were ffcrewed v/ith fea

thers, and one of them held out a white garment, which i

we fuppofed was intended as a token of friendfhip j

v/hile another, for a quarter of an hour, ftood up in the

canoe, entirely naked, with his arms extended like a

crofs, and motionlefs. Though we returned their figns

ofamity, and endeavoured, by the rnoft expreffive gef-

tures, to encourage them to come along-fide, we were

unabk to prevail upon them. Though fome of our r

people repeated feveralof the moft common words of

the language of Nootka, they did not appear to under-

lland them. After they had received fome prefents that i

were thrown to them, they retired towards the fliore,

intimating, by figns, that they would pay us another i

'v'ifit the next morning. Two of them, however, came t

off to us in the niglit, each in a fm.all canoe ; hoping s

perhaps, that they might find us all a Deep, and might i

haye an opportunity of pilfering; for they went away )

as foon as they perceived themfelves difcovered.

We now got up our anchors and made fail, and foon

difcovered an excellent bay or harbour -, but the v/ea-
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ther proving very tempeftuous, we were obliged to

drop our anchors much fooner than we intended. Dur-
ing our flay here, the natives behaved with great info-

lence, attempting to ileal our boats, and even to plun-

der the Difcovery. As we were on the point of weigh-

ing anchor, in order to proceed farther up the bay, the

wind began to blow as violent as before, and was at-

tended with rain -, infomuch that we were obliged to

bear away the cable again, and lie faft. In the evening,

perceiving the gale did not abate, and thinking that it

might be fome time before an opportunity of getting

higher up prefentcd itfelf, the Commodore was deter-

mined to heel the fliip in our prefent llation ; and with

that view, caufed her to be moored with a kedge-anchor
and hawfer. One of the failors on heaving the anchor

out of the boat, was carried overboard by the buoy-
rope, and accompanied the anchor to the bottom. In

this very hazardous fituation, he had fufficient prefence

of mind to difengage himfelf, and come up to the fur-

face of the water, where he was immediately taken up,

with a dangerous fratSlure in one of his legs. Early the

following morning, we heeled the fhip in order to flop

the leak, which, on ripping offthe flieathing, was found
to be in the feams. While the carpenters were employ-
ed in this bufmefs, others of our people filled the water-

cafks at a ftream not far from our flation. The wind
had by this time, confiderably abated ^ but the weather

was hazy, with rain.

On Saturday the i6th, towards the evening, the

weather cleared up, and we then found ourfelves en-

compalTed with land. Our flation was on the eaflern

fide of the Sound, in a place diftinguiflied by the ap-

pellation of Snug-corner Bay. Captain Cook, accom-
panied by fome of his officers, went to take a furveyof
the head of it, and they found that it w as fhekered from
all winds, and had a muddy bottom at the depth offrom
fcYcn to three fathoms. The land near the flicre is low,

and well wooded. The clear ground was covered with
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fnow, but very little remained in the woods. The fum-
1

1

mits of the hills in the neighbourhood were covered .;

with wood I but thofe that were at a greater diftance 1

inland, had the appearance of naked rocks involved /

with fnov/.
i

The leak of the Refolution being at length flopped, l

we weighed anchor on the 17th, at four in the morning, 1

and fleered a north-weft courfe. When we had reach-
\

ed the north-weflern point of the arm wherein we had (

anchored, we obfervcdthat the flood tide came into the ;

inlet b^ the fame channel through which we had enter- 3

cd. This circumftance did not much contribute to the :

probability ofapaiTage to the north through the inlet,*

though it did not make entirely againll it. After we i
<

had pafTed the point above mentioned,^ we met withii

much foul ground, and many funken rocks. The wind;?

now failed us, and was fucceeded by calms and variable \

light airs, fo that we had fome difficulty in extricating

ourfelves from the danger that threatened us. At laft,

however, about one o'clock, we caft anchor in about ^

thirteen fathoms water under the eaflern fliore, about I

four leagues to the northward of our lall flation.
;j

Though the weather in the morning had been very ha- 1

zy, it cleared up afterwards, fo as to afford us a diflindl 1

view of all the furrounding land, particularly towards j

the north, where it appeared too clofc. This gave us '

but little hope of meeting with a palfage that way. That i

;

he might be enabled to form a better judgment, cap-v
tain Cook fent Mr. Gore, with two armed boats, ta ji

examine the northern arm; and at the fame time dif-
•;

patched the Mafler, with two other boats, to furvey 1:

another arm that feemed to incline towards the eafl.l]j

Both of them returned at night. The Mafiier informed

the Commodore, that the arm to which he had been fentr

communicated with that we had laft quitted, and that s

one fide ofitv/as formed by a clufler of iflands. Mr. i

Gore reported, that he had feen the entrance of an arm,

'

which, he thought extended a very confiderable way ta

the north-e ailwardJ and by which a paifage might pro-
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bably be found. On the other hand, Mr. Roberts, one
of the mates, who had accompanied Mr. Gore on this

occafion, gave it as his opinion, that they faw the head

of this arm. The variation of thefe two opinions, and

the circumftance before mentioned of the flood tide en-

tering the inlet, from the fouthward, rendered the ex-

iftence of a paiTage this way extremely uncertain. Cap-
tain Cook therefore determined to employ no more
time in feeking a paffage in a place that afforded fo

fmall aprofped: of fuccefs, particularly as the wind was
now become favourable for getting out to fea.

• The next morning, about three o'clock, we weighed
and made fail to the Ibiithward down the inlet, with a

light northerly breeze. We met with the fame broken
ground as on the preceding day, but foon extricated

ourfelves from it. We were enabled to fhorten our
way out to fea, by difcovering another paffage into this

inlet, to the fouth-weft of that by which we entered.

It is feparated from the other by an ifland that extends

eighteen leagues in the dire6tion of fouth-weft and
north-eaft, to which captain Cook gave the appellation

of Montagu IHand.

The inlet which we had now quitted was diftinguifh-

edby captain Cook by the name of Prince William's
Sound. From what we faw of it, it feems to occupy,
at leaft, one degree and an half of latitude, and two de-
grees of longitude, exclufive of the branches or arms,

with whofe extent we were unacquainted. The natives

whom we faw were, in general of a middling ftaturc,

though many of them were under it. They were fquare,

or ftrong chefted, w^ith fliort, thick necks, and large

broad vifages, which were for the moft part rather flat.

The moft difproportioned part of their body appeared
to be their heads, which were of great magnitude.

Their teeth were of a tolerable whitenefs, broad, well

fet, and .equal in fize. Their nofes had full round points,

turned up at the tip ; and their eyes, though not fmall,

were fcarcely proportioned to the largenefs of their

faces. They had black hair, which was ftrong, ftraight
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and thick. Their beards, were, in general, thin, or de-

ficient : but the hairs grov/ing about the lips of thofe

who had thera, were briftly or ftiff, and often of a

brownifh colour; and Ibme of the elderly men had

large, thick, ftraight beards.

The merr, women, and children of this Sound are

all clothed in the fame manner. Their ordinary drefs

is a fort of clofe frock, or rather robe, which fomctimes

reaches only to the knees, but generally down to the

ancles. It has, at the upper end, a hole juft fufficient

to admit the head, with fleeves reaching to the wrift.

Thcfe frocks are compofed of the llcins of various ani-

mals, fuch as the gray fox, racoon, pine martin, fea-

otter, feal, bear. Sec. and they are commonly worn with

;

the hairy fide outwards. Some of the natives have thcin

frocks made of the fkins of fowls, with only the down
left on them, vvhich they glue upon other fubftances :

we alfo faw one or two woollen garments, refembling ,

thofe of the inhabitants of King George's Sound. At
the feams, where the different fl^ins are fewed together,

they are ufually adorned with fringes or tafTels of nar-

row thongs, cutout of the fame fkins. There is a fort'

ofcape or collar to a few ofthem, and fome have a hood,

but the other is the moft cultomary form, and appears

to conllitute their whole drefs in fair weather. They
put over this, when it is rainy, another frock, made
with fome degree of ingenuity from the inteftines of I

whales, or of fome other large animals, prepared with '\

fuch fkill, as to refemble in a great meafure, our gold-

beater's leaf. It is formed fo as to be drawn tight round
'

the neak ; and its fleeves extend down to the wrifl", ,

round which they are faflened with a ftring.

Though the inhabitants of this inlet, in general, do 3

not cover their legs or feet, yet fome of them wear a i

kind of flcin flockings, reaching halfway up their thighs. .

^ew ofthem are without mittens for their hands, form-

ed from the fkins of a bear's paws. Both the men and i

fvomen perforate their ears with feveral holes, about <

the outer and lower part of the edge, wherein they fuf- *
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Ipendfmall bunches of beads. They alfo perforate the

feptum of the nofe, through which they alfo thruit the

quill feathers of birds, or little bending ornaments, made
; of a tubulous fhelly fubitance, ftrung on a ftiff cord, of

the length of three or four inches, which give them a

ridiculous and grotefquc appearance. But the mod ex-
1 traordinary ornamental fafhion, adopted by fome of the

i natives of both iexes, is, their having the under lip cut

quite through lengthwife, rather below the fwelling

part. This incifion frequently exceeds two inches in

length, and either by its natural retradtion while the

' wound is ftill frelh, or by the repetition of fome artifi-

cical management, alTumes the appearance and ihape of
lips, and becomes fufficiently large to admit the tongue
through. This happened to be the cafe, when a perfon
with his under lip thus flit was firil feen by one of our
failors, who immediately exclaim.ed, that the man had
two mouths J which indeed it greatly refembles. They
fix in this artificial mouth a fiat, narrow kind of orna-
ment, made principally out of a folid fhell or bone, cut
into fmall narrow pieces, like teeth, almofl: down to the

bafe, or thick part, which has at each end a proje6ling

bit, that ferves to fupport it when put into the divided
lip, the cut part then appearing outwards. Some of
them only perforate the under lip into feparate holes ,-

on which occafion the ornament confifl:s of the fame
number of diftind: flielly ftuds, the points of which are

thruft through thefe holes, and their heads appear with-
in the lips not unlike another row of teeth under their

natural ones.

The men often paint their faces of a black colour j

and ofa bright red, and fometimes ofa blueifii or leaden
hue ; but not in any regular figure. The women punc-
ture or (lain the chin with black, that comes to a point
in each of their cheeks ; a cuftom fimiiar to which is

in vogue among the Greenland females, as we are in-

formed by Crantz.

Their canoes are of two forts ; the one large and
open, the other fmall and covered. The framing con-
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fifts of flender pieces of wood, and the outfide is com-
pofed of the fkins of feals, or other fea animals, ftretched

over the wood.
Their weapons and implements for hunting and fifh-

ing are the fame with |hofe ufed by the Greenlanders

and Efquimaux. Many of their fpears are headed with

iron, and their arrows arc generally pointed with bone.

Their larger darts are thrown by means of a piece of (

wood about a foot long, with a fmall groove in the ;

middle, v/hich receives the dart : at the bottom is a i

hole for the reception of one finger, which enables them i

to grafp the piece of wood much firmer, and to throw v

with greater force.

It is uncertain with what tools their wooden uten-

iils, frames of canoes, &c. are made, the only one that

we obferved among them being a fort of ftone adze,

fomewhat refembllng thofe of Otaheite, and other

iilands of the Pacific Ocean. They have a great quan-

tity of iron knives, fome of which are rather curved, ,

others ftraight, and fome very fmall ones, fixed in

longifh handles, with the blades bent upwards. They
have alfo knives of another fort, fometimes almoft two

feet in length, fliaped in a great meafure like a dagger, .

with a ridge towards the middle. They wear thefe in

fheaths of fkins, hung by a thong round their necks

under their robes or frocks. It is probable that they,/

ufe them only as weapons, and that their other knives \

are applied to different purpofes.

The food that we faw them eat was the flefh of fome ?

animal either roaftedor broiled, and dried fifh. Some
of the former that was purchafed had the appearance

of bear's flelh. They likewife eat a larger fort of fern i

root, either baked or dreffed in fome other method.

Some of us obferved them eat freely of a fubftance,

which we imagined was the interior part of the pine

bark. Their drink, in all probability, is water ; for

in their canoes they brought fnow in wooden velTels,

which they fwallowed by mouthfulis. Their manner
of eating is decent and cleanly, for they conitantly took
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care to remove any dirt that might adhere to their food -,

and though they would fome times eat the raw fat of
fome fea animal, they did not fail to cut it carefully

into mouthfuls.

Our knowledge of the animals in this part of the

American continent is entirely derived from the fkins

that were brought by the natives for fale, Thefe were
principally of bears, common and pine martins, fea

otters, feals, racoons, fmall ermines, foxes, and the

whitifh cat or lynx.

Befides thefe animals, there is here the white bear^

of whofe ll<.ins the natives brought feveral pieces, and
fome com^plete fkins of cubs. There is alfo the wol-

verene, or quickhatch, whofe fl<:in has very bright co-

lours ; and a larger fpecies of ermine than the common
one, varied with brown, and having fcarcely any
black on their tails.

With refped to birds, we found here the hajcyon^,

or great king-tifher, which had fine bright colours ;

the Ihag ; the white-headed eagle y and the humming
bird, which often flew about our fhips while we lay at

anchor. The water fowl feen. by us v/ere black fea

pyes, with red bills ; geefe, a fmiall fort of duck, and
another fort with which none of us were acouainted.

The fim that were principally brought to us by the

natives for fale, were forfk and halibut; and we caught
fome fculpins about the fhip, with flar fifli of a pur-
plilh hue, that had fixteen or eighteen rays. The
rocks were almoft deftitute of fhell filli; and the only

other animal of this tribe that was obferved by us was
a reddifh crab, covered with very large fpincs.

The metals feen by us were iron and copper ; both
which, but more particularly the former, were in fuch

abundance, as to form the points of numbers of their

lances and arrows. The ores which they made ufe of
to paint themfclves with, were a brittle, unftuous, red
ochre, or iron ore ; a pigment of a bright hue, and
black lead. Each of thef« feemed to be very fcarcc

among them.
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We obferved few vegetables of any kind ; and thc'

trees that chiefly grew about this found were the Ca-
nadian and fpruce pine, fome of which were of a con-

fiderable fize.
|

Leaving Prince William's found, on Wednefday the
;

ioth of May, we fleered to the fouth-weft with a gen-
j

tie breeze. We continued to ftrerch to the fouth-weft,';

and paffed a lofty promontery, in the latitnde of 59*^

10^, and the longitude of 207® 45'. It having beeni

difcovered on Princefs Elizabeth's birth day, captain •

Cook gave it the name of Cape Elizabeth. As we
could fee no land beyond it, we flattered ourfelves that.;

it was the weflern extremity of the continent; but we '

were foon convinced that we were miftaken, frelh land
,

appearing in fight, bearing weft -fouth-weft. The wind

had now increafet'' to a ftrong gale, and forced us to

a confiderable diftance from the coaft. On the 2 2d,

in the afternoon, the gale abated, and we ftood for

Cape Elizabeth, which about noon next day bore weft

diftant ten leagues.

By variable light airs and calms, we were de-

tained off" the Cape till ten o'clock in the morning of

the 25th, when a breeze fpringing up, we fteered along

the coaft, and perceived that the land of Cape St.

Herraogenes \vas an iftand about fix leagues in circum-

ference, feperated from the coaft by a channel of about

one league in breadth.

St. Hermogenes ended in a low point, named Point

;

Banks. The fliip was at this time in the latitude of:

58* 41^, and in the longitude of 207° 44''. In this,

lituation the land was in fight, bearing north-weft, i

which, it was im.agined, connected Cape Elizabeth:!

vAth this fouth-wcft land. When we approached it, t

we fav/ it v/as a group of high iflands and rocks, and n

confequently unconnected with any other land. Frofnn

the nakednefs of their appearance they were denomi-

nated the Barren Ifles. They are fituated in the lati-

tude of 59° > three leagues diftant from Gape Elizabeth,

and five from Point Banks.
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The weather which had been thick and hazy, clear-

ed up towards the evening, and we perceived a very-

lofty promontory, whofe elevated fummit appeared

above the clouds, forming two exceeding high moun-
tains. The commodore named this promontory Cape
Douglas, in honour of his friend Dr. Douglas, canon of

Windfor. Its latitude is 58° ^G', and its longitude 206'*

10'; twelve leagues from Point Banks, and ten to the

weftward of the Barren Ifles.

On the 26th at day-break, being to the northward of
the Barren IQes, we perceived more land, extending

from Cape Douglas to the north. It confifted of a

chain of very high mountains ; one of which, being

much more confpicuous than the reft, obtained the name
of Mount St. Auguftin.

We were not difcouraged at perceiving this land, fup-

pofmg it to be wholly unconneded v/ith the land of
Cape Elizabeth. We alfo expecfiied to find a pafTage to

the north-weft between Cape Douglas and Mount St.

Auguftin. It was, indeed, imagined that the land to

the north ofCape Douglas confifted ofa group of iflands,

feparated by fo many channels, any of which we might
have chofen, according to the direftion of the wind.

Flattered with thefe ideas, and having a frefh gale at

north-north eaft, we ftood to the north-weft till eight

o'clock, when we were fully convinced, that what we
had fuppofed to be iflands, were fummins of mountains,
connecSled by the lower land, which we could not per-

ceive at a greater diftance, on account of the hazinefs

of the horizon. This land was covered wholly with
fnow, from the tops of the mountains down to the fea

beach, and had in every other refpeft the appearance of
a great continent. Captain Cook was now fully con-
vinced that he ftiould difcover no paftage by thfi inlet

;

and his perfevering in the fearch of it was more to fatisfy

others than to confirm his own opinion.

After various and fruitlefs attempts to difcover a paf-

lage through the inlet, it was totally given up, and Cap-
VOL. VIII. H h
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tain Cook named ic River Turnagain. We had traced "

it to the latitude of 6i® 31', and the longitude of aio",, j

which is upwards of feventy leagues from its entrance, 1

and fav/ no appearance of its fource. The time we i

fpent in the difcovery of this great river ought not to be I

regretted, if it fhould hereafter prove ufefiil to the pre- '

fent or any future age. But the delay thus occafioned ,1

was an effential lofs to us, who had an objed of greater ;

magnitude in view. The feafon was far advanced ; and 1

it was now evident that the continent of North-Ame-
j

rica extended much farther to the weft than we had rea- ;

fon to exped from the mioft approved charts. The I

Commodore, however, had the fatisfaftion to refleft,
1

that if he had not examined this very large river, fpecu-

lative fabricators of geography would have ventured to
\

affert, that it had a communication with the fea to the

north, or with Hudfon's or Baffin's Bay to the eaft j and

it would probably have been marked, on future maps
1

of the world, with as much appearance of precifion a&
|;

the imaginary ftraits of de Fuca and de Fonte. |'

Mr. King was again fent, in the afternoon, with two 'j

armed boats, with orders from Captain Cook to land on
j

the fouth-eaft fide of the river, when he was to dif-
j;

play the flag, and in his majefty's nam.e to take pofTef-

lion of the country and river. He was alfo ordered '

to bury a bottle in the earth, containing fome Englilb 1

coin of 1772, and a paper, whereon were written the '.

nam.es of our fhips and the date of our difcovery. This j

point of land was named Point PoffeiTion.

When it was high water we weighed anchor, and, with i]

a faint breeze, ftcod over to the weft fnore, where we c

anchored early the next morning, on account of the
^

return of the flood..
I

We; weighed at half paft ten, and plied down the t!

river with a gentle breeze at fouth, when, by the in-

attention of the m.an at the lead, the Refolution ftruck,

and ftuck upon a bank nearly in the middle of the river^

We had twelve feet depth of water about the fhip, at il

the loweft ofthe ebb, but thebank was dry in other parts



A VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN, 243

,
When the Refolution came aground. Captain Cook

Imade a fignal for the Difcovery to anchor. We were

afterwards informed, that flie had been ahnoft afhore

on the v/eil fide of the bank. About five o'clock in the

kfternoon, as the flood tide came in, the fhip floated off

without fuftaining any damage, or occafioning the leaft

trouble. We then flood over to the v/eft fliore, where

f'e

anchored in deep water to wait for the ebb, the wind
eing flrill unfavourable to us.

,
At ten o'clock at night we weighed with the ebbj

jand, about five the next morning, the 3d of June, the

tide being finiflied, we call anchor on the weft fliorCj

iabout two miles below the bluff point. When we
jwere in this ftation we were viliced by many of the na-

tives, who attended us all the morning; and, indeed,

itheir company v/as highly acceptable to us, as they

jbrought with them a quantity of fine falmon, which
^J:hey exchanged for fome of our trifles. Several hun-

(dred weight of it was procured for the two fhips, and
^the greatefl: part of it was Iplit, and ready for drying. .

i
The mountains now for the fixrfl; time after our en-

jtering the river, were free from clouds, and we per-

fceived a volcano in one ofthofe on the wefbern fide. Its

latitude is 60*^ 23^; and it is the firft high mountain
inorth of Mount St. Auguftin. The volcano is near the

Ifummit, and on that part of the mountain next the

I

river. It emits a white fmoke, but no fire. The wind
;
continuing foutherly, we ftili tided it down the river,

and on the morning of the 5th, arriving at the place

? where we had loft our kedge anchor, we attempted,

:
though unfuccefsfully, to recover it.

)
Th-^ ebb tide making in our favour, we v/eighed,

I
and with a gentle breeze at fouth-weft, plied down the

I

river. The flood however, obliged us to anchor again ;

but about one o'clock the next morning, we got under
fail with a frelli breeze, paflTed the Barren Iflands about
eight, and at noon Gape St. Hermogenes bore fouth-

fouth-eaft, about eight leagues diftant. We intended
to go through the pafliage between the ifland of that
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name and the main land : but the wind foon after failed

us, and we had baffling airs from theeaftwardi we,

therefoie, abandoned the defign of carrying our fnip

through that paflage. The 9th, loth, and nth we
had conftantmifry weather, with fome rain, andfeldom

had a fight of the coafl: ; we had a gentle breeze of

wind, and the air was raw^ and cold. We continued

plying up the coafb.

In the evening of the 12th, the fog clearing up, we

faw the land about twelve leagues diftant, bearing weft,

and we flood in for it early the next morning. At noon

we were within three miles of it; an elevated point,

which was namicd Cape Barnabas, in the latitude of 57^

13"', borenorth-north-eafb, at the diftance of about ten

miles. We could not fee the north-eafb extreme for the

haze, but the point to the fouth-weft had an elevated

fum.mit, which terminated in tvv'o round hills, and was

therefore called Two-headed Point. This part of the

ccafc is principally compofed of high hills and deep

valiies.

V/e continued to ply, and at about fix in the even-

ing, being about midway between Cape Barnabas and

Two-headed Point, two leagues from the Ihore, we

had fixty two fathomis water. Here a low point ofland

was obferved, bearing fouth 69" weft. On the 14th,

at noon, we were in the latitude 56^ 49'. The land

feen the preceding evening now appeared like two

iflands. We v/ere up with the fouthermoft part of

this land the next morning, and perceived it to be an

ifland, which obtained the name of Trinity Ifland. Its

greateft extent, in the dire6bion of eaft and weft, is

about fix leagues. It has naked elevated land at each 1

end, and is lev; towards the middle. Its latitude is ^6^

26', and its longitude 205°. It is diftant about three

leagues from the continent; between which rocks and 1

iflands are interfperfed ; there feem.s, neverthelefs, to
'

be a good paiTape, and fafe anchorage. We at fnft

imagined that this was Beering's Foggy Ifiand ; but its

fituation is not ppreeable to his chart.
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I
On Wednefday the 17th, we had gentle breezes be-

tween weft and north weft; the weather was perfedlly

blear, and the air dry and fharp. The continent,

about noon, extended from fouth-weft to north by

eaft : the neareft part about feven or eight leagues

diftant j a group of iflands lying to the fouth-weft, about

[the fame diftance from the continent.

The weather was clear and pleafanton the i8th, and

it was calm the greateft part of the day.

The Commodore having occafion to fend a boat to

the Difcovery, one of the people on board her fhot a

moft beautiful bird. It is fmaller than a duck, and the

jcolour is black, except that the fore part of the heati is

jwhite ; behind each eye, an elegant yellowilli white

kreft arifes ; the bill and feet are of a reddifh colour.

;The firft we faw of thefe birds was to the fouthward of

Cape St. Hermogenes -, after we faw them daily, and

frequently in large flocks. We often faw moft of the

. other fea birds, that are ufually met with in the northern
i ocean -, fuch as ftiags, gulls, puffins, ftieerwaters, ducks,

geefe, and fwans ; and we feldom paffed a day, without

i feeing whales feals, and other fifti of great magnitade.

I By four o'clock in the afternoon, we had paffed fe-

vcral iflands to the fouth of us. We found thirty fa-

thoms water in the channel ; and foon after we had
^ got through it, the Difcovery, which was two miles

\ aftern, fired three guns and brought to, making a fignal

:
to fpeak with us. Captain Cook was much alarmed at

I
this ; for, as no apparent danger had been obferved in

> the channel, he was apprehenfive that the Difcovery

had fprung a leak, or met with fom^e flmilar accident.

A boat was lent to her, which immediately returned

with captain Clerke. He informed the Commodore,
that fome natives, in three or four canoes, having fol-

lowed the fliip for fome time, at laft got under his ftern ;

one of whom made many figns, having his cap off, and
bowing in the European manner. A rope was then

handed down from the fliip, to which he faftened a thin
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wooden box, and, after he had made fome more gefti-

culations, the canoes left the Difcovery.

It was not imagined that the box contained any thing

till the canoes had departed ; when it was accidentally

opened, and found to contain apiece of paper, careful-

ly folded up, on which fome writing appeared, which

they fuppofed to be in the RufTian language. To this

paper was prefixed the date of 1778, and a reference

was made therein to the year 1776. Though unable

to decypher the alphabet of the writer, wc were con-

vinced by his numerals, that others had preceded us in

vifiting thefe dreary regions. Indeed the hopes of

fpeedily meeting fome of the Ruffian traders, mud be

highly fatisfaftory to thofe, who had been fo long con-

verfant with the lavages of the Pacific Ocean, and thofe

of the continent of North America.

At firft captain Gierke imagined that fome Ruffians

had been fnipwrecked here ; and that f>?eing our fhips,

thefe unfortunate perfons were induced to inform us of

their fituation. Deeply imprelTed with fentiments of

humanity, on this occafion, he was in hopes the Refo-

lution would have flopped till they had time to join us j

but no fuch idea ever occured to captain Cook, If this

had really been the cafe, he fuppofed, that the firft ftep

which fuch fhipwrecked perfons would have taken, in

order to fecure relief, would have been, to fend fome
of their people off to the fhips in the canoes. He, there-

fore, rather thought the paper was intended to commu-
nicate fome information, from fome Ruffian trader, who
had lately vifited thefe iflands, to be delivered to any

of his countrymen who fhould arrive ; and that the

natives fuppoling us to be Ruffians, had brought off the

note. Convinced of this, he enquired no farther into

the matter, but made fail, and fteered to the weftward.

At noon, on the 21ft, we made but little progrefs,

having only faint winds and calms. Halibut Head then

bore north 22° weft. The ifland is feven leagues in

circumference, and, except the head, is very low and

barren -, feveral fmall iflands are near it, between which.
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and the main, there appears to be a paiTage of the

breadth of two or three leagues.

Having three hours calm in the afternoon, upwards
of an hundred haHbuts were caught by our people, fome

of which weighed upwards of an hundred pounds, and

none of them lefs than twenty. They were highly ac-

ceptable to us. We fill:ied in thirty-five fathoms water^

,
about a mile diflant from the fhore.

1 The weather- was principally cloudy and hazy, till

' the afternoon of the 22d, when the wind fhifted to the

fouth-eaft, attended, as ufual, with thick rainy weather,

I

On the 24th, at fix in the morning, we faw the con-

tinent, and at nine it extended from north-eafh by eaft,

to fouth-weft by weft ; the neareft part four leagues

diftant. The land to the fouth-weft confifted of iflands,

being what we had feen the preceding night. In the

evening, being about the diftance of four leagues from
the ftiore, and having little wind, we threw out our

hooks and lines, but caught only two or three little cod.

We got an eafterly breeze the next morning, and
with it, what was very uncommon, clear weather -, in-

fomuch, that we clearly faw the volcano, the other

mountains, and all the main land under them. Between
this point and the illands, a large opening appeared, for

which we fteered, till land was feen beyond it -, and
though we did not perceive that this land joined the

continent, a paffage through the opening was doubtful,

as well as whether the land to the fouth-weft was infu-

lar or continental. Unwilling to truft too much to ap-

pearances, we fteered to the fouthward ; when, having

got without all the land in fight, we fteered weft, the

iflands lying in that dire6tion.

We derived but little advantage from daylight, the

weather being fo thick that we could not difcovcr ob-
jefts at the diftance of an hundred yards -, but, as the

wind was moderate, we ventured to run. Some hours

after, the fog being a little difperfed, we difcovercd the

imminent danger we had efcaped. We were three

quarters of a mile from the north -eaft fide of an ifland j
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two elevated rocks were about half a league from us

and from each other. Several breakers alfo appearei

about them j and yet Providence had fafely condu6le(

the Ihips through in the dark, between thofe rocks

which we fhould not have attempted to have done in ;

clear day, and to fo commodious an anchoring place

Being fo near land, captain Cook ordered a boa

afliore, to examine what it produced. When ihe re

turned in the afternoon, the officer who commanded he

faid, he faw fome grafs, and other fmall plants, one o

which had the appearance of purflain ; but the iflanc

produced neither trees nor fhrubs.

We weighed at feven o'clock, and fleered betweei

the ifland near which we had anchored, and a fmall on<

not far from it. The breadth of the channel does no

exceed a mile, and the wind failed before we could paf

through it ; we were therefore obliged to anchor

which we did in thirty-four fathoms water. Land no\\

prefented itfelf in every direftion. That to the fouth

extended in a ridge of mountains to the fouth -weft
;

which we afterwards found to be an ifland called Oona-

lajhka.

Between this ifland and the land to the north,v/hich

we fuppofed to be a group of iflands, there appeared tc

be a channel in a north-weft direftion. On a point.

weft from the fliip and at the diftance of three quarters

of a mile, we perceived feveral natives and their habi-'

tations. To this place we faw two whales towed in,

v/hich we fuppofed hadjuft been killed. A few of the

inhabitants, occaflonally came off to the fliips, and en-

gaged in a little traffic with our people, but never con-i

tinued with us above a quarter of an hour at a timeji

They feemed, indeed, remarkably fliy ; though we\

could readily difcover they were not unacquainted withi

vefl^els fimilar in fome degree to ours. Their mannen
difplayed a degree of politenefs which we had never

experienced among any of the favage tribes.

After one in the afternoon, being favoured with a

light breeze, and the tide of flood, we weighed, and
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proceeded to the channel laft mentioned ; expefling,

when we had palled through, either to find the land

trend away to the northward, or that we fiiould difcover

a palTage out to fca, to the well. For we did not fup-

pofe ourfelves to be in an inlet of the continent, but

among the iflands -, and we were right in our conjec-

tures.

We weighed the next morning at day break, and

;we re wafted up the palTage by a light breeze at fouth ;.

iafter which we had variable light airs from all direc-

tions. There was, however, a rapid ride in our favour,

and the Refolution got through before the ebb made.
iThe Difcovery v/as not equally fortunate, for flie v/as

i carried back, got into the race, and found a difficulty

I

in getting clear of it.

i Being now through the channel, we found the land,

on one fide, trending wefl; and fouth-well, and that on
the other fide to north. This encouraged us to hope,

that the continent had taken a nev/ diredtion in our
: favour. Being ihort of water, and expe6ling to be

driven about in a rapid tide, without v/ind fufficient to

govern the fhip, we ftood for a harbour on the fouth

fide of that paffage, but were driven beyond it, and,

that \Yc might not be forced back, through the paifage,

anchored near the fouthern fhore, in twenty-eight fa-

thoms water, and out of the reach of the ftrong tide -,

though even here it ran iive knots and an half an hour.

In this fituation, we were vifited by feveral of the

natives in feparate canoes. They bartered fome fifhing

implements for tobacco. A young man among them
oyerfet his canoe, while he was along-fide one of our
boats. He was caught hold of by one of our people,

but the canoe was taken up by another and carried

afhore. In confequence of this accident, the youth was
obliged to come into the lliip, where he was invited

into the cabin, and readily accepted the invitation^

without any furprize or ernbarraffment. He had on
an upper garment refernbling a Pnirt, made of the gut

VOL. VIII. I i
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of a whalcj or fome other large fea animal. Under this,

he had another of the fame form, made of the &ins of <

birds with the feathers on^, curicuily fewed together j the A

feathered fide placed next his flvin. It was patched with ?

feveral pieces of filk fluff, and his cap was embelliihed i

with glafs beads. '^

His clothes being wet, we furnifhed him with fome i

of our own, which he put on with as much readincfs as J

we could have done. From the behaviour of this youth, p.

and that of feveral others, it evidently appeared, that

thefe people were not llrangers to Europeans, and to
jj

many of their cufloms. SomxCthing in our fliips, how-

ever, greatly excited their curiofity ; for, fuch as had

iiot canoes to bring them off, affem.bled on the neigh- fe

bouring hills to have a view of them.
|

We were detained by thick fogs and a contrary wind, I

till the 2,d of July -, during which time we acquired '^

fome knowledge of the country, as well as of its inhabi- i

tants. This harbour is called Samganoodba, by the na- Li

tives : is fituatcd on the north fide of Oonalafnka, the v

the latitude being 53^ 55' the longitude 130^ 30' j j;

and in the fcraic which feparates this ifland from thofe

to the north. It is about a mile broad at the entrance,

and runs in about four miles Ibuth by weft. Plenty of

good water may be procured here, but not a piece of

wood of any kind.

On the 2d of July we fleered from Samganoodha, ^

with a gentle breeze at fouth-fouth-eall, to the north-
|

v/ard, and met with nothins; to cbftruft us in that courfe. ji

On Saturday the 4th, at eight o'clock in the morn- ii|

imr, vve faw high land, covered with fnow. Not long
|

TiittT we had a calm. -, and being in thirty fathoms water, r

we caught, with hook and line, a good number of ex-

cellent cod.

We made but little progrefs on the 6th and 7th, as 1

the wind w^as northerly. In the evening of the latter

day, about eight o'clock, the depth of v/ater was nine-

teen fathoms, and v/e were three or four leagues from

the coafl, which, on Wcdnefday the Sth, extended from
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; fouth-fouth-weft" to eaft by north, and was all low land,

with a ridge of mountains, covered with fnow behind it.

On the ninth, in the morning, having a breeze at

, north-weft, we fteered eaft by north, in order to make
a nearer approach to the coaft. We were now in the

longitude of 201"
2)Z ^^^j ^^"^ ^^ "^^ latitude of 57^^

• 49'' north. In this fituation, our foundings were fifteen

! fathoms, over a bottom of fine black fand.

I

From this time to the ift of Auguft, we continued

\ our courfe northward, meeting with variable winds, and

being frequently entangled among fhoals and iflands,

I

which confiderably retarded our progrefs. To one of

the iflands we difcovered in this run. Captain Cook gave

the name of Round liland. It ftands in the latitude of

58" jyMiorth, and the longitude of 200° 6' eaft, and

is {tstn miles diftant from the continent.

On the 2d of Auguft, our latitude was 60° 34' north,

and our longitude 192^ eaft".

Between three and four o'clock this afternoon, Mr.
Anderfon, furgeon of the Refolution, expired, after he

had lingered under a confumption for upwards of a

twelvemonth. He was a fenfible intelligent young man,
and an agreeable companion. He had great fkill in his

profeiTion, and had acquired a confiderabie portion of

knovdedge in other departments of fcience. Our
readers will doubtlefs have obferved, how ufeful an af-

fiftant he had proved in the courfe of the voyage; and
if his life had been prolonged to a later period, the pub-
lic migiit have received from j:iim many valuable com-
munications refpecling the natural hiftory of the dif-

ferent places vififed by us. Soon after he liad rengncd
his breath, we difcovered land to the weftward, at

the diftance of twelve leagues. We fuppofed it to

be an iPxand; and the Commodore to perpetuate the

memory of the deceafed, for Vv'Jiom he liad a particular

efteem,diftinguiihed it by the name ofAnderfon's Ifland.

The following day Mr. Law, furgeon of the Difcovery^

was removed into the Refolution : -.ind Mr. Samuel,
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the furgeon's firft mate of the Refolution, was appointed
|

ri

to fucceed Mr. Law, as furgeon of the Difcovery. if

At three in the afternoon, on the 24th, we faw land 'i

before us, which we imagined to be the continent of J

America. It apj^eared rather low next the fea ^ but, '

inland, it rofe in hills, w^hich feemed to be of a tolerable \

height. It had a greeniili hue, and was apparently defti- , 1

tute of wood, and free from fnow.

On Wednefday the 5ch, at ten o'clock in the morn- ''';

ing, we ran down, and foon after anchored between }

the ifiand and the continent, in feven fathoms. Not
|

long after we had caft aiichor. Captain Cook, accom- |
panied by Mr. King, and fome other officers, landed up- 1

on the ifiand. He hoped to have had from it a profpeft |

of the coaft and fea towards the wefb j but in that di-';

reftion, the fog was fo thick, that the view was not '

more extenfivc than it was from our fhips. The coaft

of the continent feemed to incline to the north, at a lo\ir

point, nam.ed by us Point Rodney.

The latitude of this iiland is 64° 30^ north, and \is

longitude is 193'^ 57/ eaft. It is about twelve mJles ih

circumference. The furface of the ground principally

confiiis or large Idofe ilones, covered in many places
|

with mofs and other vegetables, of which twenty of' 1!

thirty different fpecics v/ere obferved, and moll of theiti
'"

were in fiov/er. But the captain faw not a tree or fiirub

either in the ifiand, or upon the neighbouring continent;

Near the beach where he landed, was a confiderable

quantity of wild purflain, iongwort, peafe, &c. fome of

which he took on board for boiling. He faw feveral >

plovers and other fmall birds ', a fox v^'as alfo feen. At ^

a fmall diJlance from that part of the Ihore where they
)

landed, they found a fledge, wliich induced captain Cook I

to give the ifiand the appellation of Sledge Ifiand. It I

appeared to be fuch a one as is ufed by the Ruffians irr i

Kamtfchacka, for the purpofe of conveying goods from

one place to rinother over the fnow or ice. It was about

twent}/ inches in breadth, and ten feet it length, had a

fort of rail woik on each fide, and was fhod with bone.
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llts conflrucStion was admirable, and its various parts

were put together with great neatncfs ^ fomc with wooden
pins, but for the moil part with thongs or lalliings of

,
whale bone ; in confequence of which, the captain

imagined that it was entirely the workmanfiiip of the

natives.

! We weighed anchor at three o'clock in the morning
!ofthe 6th, and made fail to the north-weft, with a light

Ibreeze from the fouthward. Between four and five in

;the morning of the 8th, we had a fight of the north-weft

iland J and not long afterwards having a calm, and being

idriven by a current towards the fliore, v;e thought pro-
iper to anchor in twelve fathoms water, and perceived
jiov/ land conne6ling the two coafts, and the elevated

iland behind it.

I
Convinced that the whole was a continued coaft, we

itacked,and fteered for its north-weftern part, near which
'vt'e anchored in feventeen fathomiS, The weather, at

prelent was very thick and rainy j but, at four the next

morning, it cleared up, and enabled us to difcern the

! neighbouring land. A lofty fteep rock or ifland bore
vveft by fouth ,• another ifland to the northward of it, and
confiderably larger, bore weft by north; the peaked bill

before mentioned, fouth eaft by caft; and the poirtt that

was under it, fouth, 52° eaft. Under this hill is fomc
low land extending towards the north-weft, the extreme
point of which was about one league diftant. Over ir,

and alfo beyond it, we obferved feme high land, which
v/e imagined was a continuation of the continent.

This point of land, which the Commodore diftin-

guiflied by the name of Cape Prince of Wales, is the

weftern extreme of all America hitherto known. It

ftands in the lohgitude of 191*^ 45 'eaft, and in the

latitude of 65 " 46 'north. We fancied that we faw fome
people on the coaft; and,perhaps we were notmiftaken
in our ftjppofitioh, as fome elevations like ftages and
others refembling huts, were obferved ut the fame
place.
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At eight o'clock this morning, a faint northerly breeze

arifing, we weighed anchor 5 but our fails were fcarcely :n

fety when it began to blow and rain with great violence, n

there being, at the fame time, mifty weather. The wind 'i

and current were in contrary diredtions, raifmg fuch a I

fea, that it often broke into the fliip. Vv^e itood on till '|

ten o'clock, and then made towards the eaft, in order i^

to pais the night.
:|

On Monday the loth, at break of day, v/e refumed ;

our courfe for the land feen by us the preceding even- is

ing. Betwixt the fouth-wellern extremity, and a point ii

bearing weft, fix miles diftant, the coall forms a fpacious
i

ba}", in which we dropped our anchors, at ten in the af-:
j

ternoon, about two m.ile from the northern fhore, over I

a gravelly bottom, at the depth often fathoms. f

Steering dire6tly in for this bay, vv'e obferved on the
f

north fhore, a village, and fome people, who feemed to

have been throv/n into confufion, or fear, at the fight of ;

our vellels. V/e could plainly perceive perfons running

up the country with burdens upon their fhoulders. At
this village captain Cook propofed to land ; and accor-

'

dingly v;ent v/ith three armed boats, accompanied by
j

fome of the officers. Thirty or forty men, each armed
with a fpontoon, a bow and arrows, flood up on an emi- 1

nence near the houfes ; three of them came down tOr ij

wards the fhore, on the approach of our gentlemen, and i

v/ere fo polite as to pull off their caps, and make them
j

low bows. Though this civility v/as returned, it did .|

not infpire them with fufhcient confidence to wait foT lii

the landing of our party -, for the infiant they put the j:

boats afhore, the natives retired. Captain Cook follow-

ed them alone, without any thing in his hands, and by

figns and geltures, prevailed on them to flop and ac-

cept fome trifling prefents : in return for thefe, they

gave him two fox ikins, and a couple of fea-horfe teeth.

The captain was of opinion, that they had brought

thtfe articles with them for the purpofe of prefenting

them to him, and that they -y-ould have given them to

him even if they had expcded no return.
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I They feemed very timid and cautious : intimating

kheir defire by fings, that no more of our people
Hiould come up. On the captain's laying his hand on
the fhoulder of one of them, he ftarted back feverai

paces ; in proportion as he advanced they retreated,

ialways in the attitude of being ready to make ufe of
'their fpears -, v/hiie thofe on the eminence were ready to

ifupport them with their arrows. Infenfibly the captain

land two or three of his comDanions, introduced them-
Ifelves among them. The diftribution of a few beads

?among fome of them, foon created a degree of confi-

dence, fo that they were net alarmed, when the captain

jwas joined by a few more of his people ; and in a inorc

jtime, a kind of traffic v/as entered into. In exchange
jfor tobacco, knives, beads, and other articles, they

Igave a few arrows, and fome of their cloathing 3 but
nothing that our people had to offer, could induce
ithem to part with a fpear or a bow. Thefe they held
'in continual readinefs, never quitting them, except at

one time, when four or five perfons laid theirs dov/n,

while they favoured our party with a fong and a dance ;

' and even then they placed them in fuch a manner, that

they could lay hold of them in a moment.
I Their arrows were pointed either with ftone or bone,
I but very few of them had barbs, and fome of them had
a round blunt point. Y/hat ufe thefe are applied to, I

cannot fay, unlefs it be to kill fmali animals without
damaging the fkin. Their bows vv-ere fuch as we had
obferved on the American coaft : their fpontoons, or
fpears, were of iron or Heel, and ofEuropean or Afiatic

workmanfhipj and confiderable pains had been taken
to embellifh them with carving, and inlayings of brafs,

and a white metal. Thofe who ftood with bows and
arrows in their hands, had the fpear fiung by a leathern

ftrap over their right fhoulder. A leathern quiver flung

over their left fhoulder, ferved to. contain arrows; and
fome ofthefe quivers were exceedingly beautiful, being
niade of red leather, on v/hich was very neat em-
broidery, and ether ornaments. Several other things.
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and, particularly their cloathing, indicated a degree of

ingenuity, far furpaffing what any one could expeft to

find among fo northern a people. J

Their apparel confifted of a pair of breeches, a cap, 1

a frock, a pair of boots, and a pair of gloves, ail made
of the flcins of deer, dogs, feals, and other animals, and

'

extremely well drefied^ fome with the hair or fur on, i

and others without it. The caps were made in fuch.a
j

manner, as to fit the head very clofe ; and befides thefe j

caps, which were worn by moll of them, we procured 1

from them fomic hoods made of dog &ins, that were

fufiiciently large to cover both head an(j' fhoulders.

The village v/as compofed both of their winter and '!

their fumm^er habitations ; the former are exa6lly like

a vault, the floor of v/hich is funk below the furface of I

the earth. One of them which captain Cook examined,

was of an oval figure, about twenty feet in length, and

twelve or more in height; the framing confifted of

wood, and the ribs of whales, judicioufiy difpofed, and
j

6ound together with fmaller materials of the fame kind.

Over this framing, a covering of ftrong coarfe grafs was
|

laid, and that again was covered vv'ith earth ; fo that

on the outfide, the houfe had the appearance of a little
;

hillock, fupported by a wail of ftone, of the height of
'

three or four (tct^ which v/as built round the two fides, !

and one end. At the other end of the habitation, the \

earth was raifed Doping, to walk up to the entrance, )

which Vv'as by a hole in the top of the roof, over that '

\

end. The floor was boarded, and under it was a fort \

of cellar; at the end of each houfe v/as a vaulted room,
\

v/hich he fuppofed was a fi;ore-room. Thefe ftore-

roomis communicated, by a dark paffage with the houfe ; ij

and with the open air by a hole in the roof, even with

the ground ; but they cannot be faid to be entirely be-

lov/ ground ; for one end extended to the edge of the ;

hill along v/hich they were made, and which was built

up with ftone. Over it ftood a kind of fentry-box or

tower, formed of the lar;?e bones of p:reat fifn.
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Their lummer huts were of a tolerable fize, and cir-

cular, being brought to a point at the top ; flight poles

and bones, covered with the fkins of fea animals, com-
pofed the framing. Captain Cook examined the in fide

lof one : there )vas a fire-place jull within the door,

where a few wooden vefTels were depofited, all very

j
dirty. Their bed-places were clofe to the fide, and

j
occupied about one half of the circuit : fome degree of

i
privacy feemed to be obferved, for there were feveral

j
partitions made with flcins. The bed and bedding con-

i lifted of deer fkins, and moil of them were clean and

dry.

The canoes of thefe people are of the fame kind with

thofe of the northern Americans j fome, both of the

! large and fmall forE, being feen lying in a creek near

the village.

From the large bones of filh, and other fea animals,

it appeared, that the fea furnifhed them with the greater

part oftheir fubfiftence. The country feemed extremely

barren, as our gentlemen faw not a tree or fhrub. Ac
fome difbance towards the weft, they obferved a ridge

of mountains covered with fnow, that had fallen not

long before.

At firft, fome of us fuppofed this land to be a part

of the ifland of Olafchka, laid down in Mr. Stsehlin's

map before mentioned -, butfrom the appearance of the

coafl, the fituation of the oppofite fhore of America,
and from the longitude, we foon conje61:ured that it was
more probably the country of the Tfchutfki, or the

eaftern extremity of Afia, explored by Beering in the

year 1728. In admitting this, however, widiout farther

examination, we mud have pronounced Mr. St^ehlin's

map, and his account of the new northern Archipelago^

to be remarkably erroneous, even in latitude, or clfe to

be a mere fidion -, a judgment which we would not

prefume to pafs upon a publication (o refpeftably

vouched, without producing the moft decifive proofs.

VOL. VIM. K k
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After our party had remained with thefe people be-

:

tween two and three hours, they returned on board -, and^

ibon after, the wind becoming foutherly, we weighed
anchor, flood out of the bay, and (leered to the north-

eaft, between the coail and the two iflands. At twelve

o'clock the next day (Auguft ii) the latitude of the

Ihip was 66z 51' north, the longitude 101° 19' call.

We lleered to the eaflward from this ftation, in order'

to make a nearer approach to the American coaft ; and,

in the afternoon of the i6th, we perceived a brightnefs

!

in the northern horizon, like that refledled from ice, !

ufually called the blink. Little notice v/as taken of it,
'

from a fuppofition that it was improbable we fhould foi|

foon meet with ice. The fharpnefs ofthe air, however,

and gloominefs of the weather, for the two or three pre- I

ceding days, feemed to indicate fome fudden change.
I

About an hour afterwards, the fight of an enormous mafs
i

of ice, left us no longer in any doubt refpe6ling the caufe •(

of the brightnefs of the horizon. Between two and three 1

o'clock, we tacked clofe to the edge of the ice, in twen-

«

ty-two fathoms v/ater, being then in the latitude of 70" *

41' north, and unable to (land on any farther : for theil

ice v/as perfectly impenetrable, and extended from weft J

by fouth, to eall by north, as far as the eye could reach, 1

Here we met with great number of fea-horfes, fome «

of which were in the water, but far more upon the ice. fl

The Commodore had thoughts of hoilling out the boats t

to kill fome of thefe animals ; but the wind frelliening, \

he gave up the defign^ and we continued to ply towards 1

the fouth, or rather tov/ards the weft, for the wind came

.

from that quarter.

On Wednefday the 1 9th, at eight in the morning, the|

wind veering to the welt, we tacked to the north-ward;!

and, at twelve, the latitude was 70^ 6' north, and the 1

longitude 196'' 42' eaft. In this fituaticn, we had a,

conndersbie quantity of drift ice about our fhips, and)

the iiiain ice was about two leagues to the north. Be- '

tv/ecii one and two, we got in with the edge of it. It i

\\\:;:: lefs compa6t than that which we had obferved to- i
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' wards the north ; but it was too clofe, and in too large

pieces, to attempt forcing the fliips through it. We
faw an amazing number of fea-horfes on the ice, and as

we were in want of frefh provifions, the boats from each

Ihip were difpatched to procure fome of them. By feveri

I in the evening, we had received, on board the Refolu-

tion, nine ofthele animals ; which, till this time, we
•had fuppofed to be fea-cows j fo that we were greatly

Idifappointed, particularly fome of the failors, who, on
* account of the novelty of the thing, had been feafting

their eyes for fome days pad. Nor would they now
have been difappointed, nor have known the difference,

if there had not been two or three men on board, vv'ho

[had been in Greenland, and declared what animals thefe

were, and that no perfon ever eat of them. Notwith^
iftanding this, we made them ferve us for provifions, and
there were few of our people who did not prefer them

I to our fait meat.

' The fat of thefe animals is, at firfl, fweet as marrow

;

'but, in a few days, it becomes rancid, unlefs it is faked,

Un which ftate it will keep much longer. The lean flefh

I

is coarfe and blackifh, and has a ftrong tafte -, and the

i heart is almoft as well-tailed as that of a bullock. The
fat, when melted, affords a good quantity of oil, which
burns very well in lamps -, and their hides, which are

I

ofgreat thicknefs, were extremely ufeful about our rig-

ging. The teeth, or tuH^s, of molt of them were, at

this time, of a very fmali fize -, even fome of the largeft

and oldeft of thefe animals, had them not exceeding

half a foot in length. Hence we concluded, that they

had lately flied their old teeth.

They lie upon the ice in herds of many hundreds,

huddling like fwine, one over the other 3 and they roar

i very loud -, fo that in the night, or when the weather is

foggy, they gave us notice of the vicinity of the ice,

before we could difcern it. We never found the whole
herd fleeping, fome of them being conftantly upon the

I

watch. Thefe, on the approach of the boat, would,
Uwake thofe that were next tp them -, and the alarm
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being gradually communicated, the v^hole herd would
|

prefently be awake. However, they were feldom in a,
\

hurry to get away, before they had been once fired at. i

Then they would fall into the fea, one over the other i

in the utmofl confufion -, and if we did net happen, i

at the firft difcharge, to kill thofe we fired at, we

!

generally loil them though mortally wounded.
They did not appear to us to be fo dangerous as fome i

authors have reprefented them, not even when they are '

attacked. They are, indeed, mo;e fo in appearance ;

than in reality. Vaft multitudes of them would follow, i^

and come clofe up to the boats ; but the flaih of a muf- I

ket in the pan, or even the mere pointing ofone at them,
(j

would fend them down in a moment. The female will (

defend her young one to the very lafl, and at the expencc i

ofher own life, whether upon the ice or in the water.
;

Nor will the young one quit the dam, though §ie 4

fnould have been killed -, fo that, if you deftroy oncy
;

you are fure of the other. The dam, when in the water, '

holds her young one between her fore-fins. It is an

animal not unlike a feal, but incomparably larger. The •;

length of one of them, which was none of the largeft,

was nine feet four inches from the fnout to the tail ; the n

circumference of its body at the fhoulder wasfeven feet

ten inches i its circumference near the hinder fins was >

live feet fix inches, and the weight of the carcafe, with- i

cut the head, fein, or entrails, was eight hundred and !

fifty-four pounds. The head weighed forty-one pounds 1

and a half, and the ilcin tv/o hundred and five pounds.

Soon after we had got our fea-horfes on board, we <

were, in a manner furrounded with the ice ; and had no (

means of clearing it, but by fleering to the fouthward, i

which we did till three o'clock the next morning, with i

a light wefterly breeze, and, in general thick, foggy
;

weather.

We v/ere at prefent in the latitude of 69° 32^ north,, ;

and in the longitude of 195'' 48' eaft; and as the main
|

ice was not far from us, it is evident, that it now cover-

ed a part of the fea, which a few days before, had beca
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Tee from it ; and that it extended farther towards the

fouth, than where we firft: fell in with it.

We continued fleering to the weft, till live in the af-

ternoon of the 26th, when we were, in fome degree,

embayed by the ice, which was very clofe in the north-

weft, and north-eaft quarters, with a great quantity of

?loofe ice about the edge of the main body.

I

On Thurfday the 27th, at four in the morning, we
tacked and ftood to the weftward, and at feven o'clock

in the evening, we were clofe m with the edge of the ice.

There being but little wind, captain Cook went with

jthe boats, to examine the Hate of the ice. He found

it confifting of loofe pieces, of various extent, and fo

clofe together, that he could fcarcely enter the outer

edge with a boat : and it was impra6licable for the fhips

to enter it, as if it had been fo many rocks. He par-

ticularly remarked, that it was all pure tranfparent ice,

except the upper furface, which was rather porous. It

feemed to be wholly compofed of frozen fnow, and to

have been all formed at fea. The pieces of ice that

formed the outer edge of the main body, were from
forty or fifty yards in extent, to four or five, and the

captain judged, that the larger pieces reached thirty feet

or more, under the furface of the water. At noon, our

latitude was 69* 17' north, our longitude 183^ eaft,

and our depth of water was twenty-five fathoms. At
two in the afternoon, having got on board as many fea-

horfes as were deemed fufficient, and the wind frelhen-

ing at fouth-fouth-eaft, we hoifted in the boats, and

fteered to the fouth-weft.

On the a9th, in the morning, we faw the main ice

towards the north, and foon after perceived land beilr-

ing fouth-weft by v/elt. In a fhort time after this, more
land was feen bearing weft. It fhewed itfeif in two hills,

refembling ifland?, but foon the whole appeared con-
nedled. • It was totally deftitute of wood, and even of
fnow ; but was, probably, covered with a molTy fub-

ftance, that gave it a brownifli hue. In the low ground
th^jt lay bctvrcen the fea and the high land, was a lake.
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extending to the fouth-eaftward farther than we could J'

fee.

The feafon was now fo far advanced, and the time

when the froft generally fets in was fo near, that captain

Cook did not think it confiftent Vv'ith prudence, to make
any farther attempts to difcovcr a paffage into the At-

lantic Ocean this y&ar, in any direftion, fo fmall was the

probability of fuccefs. His attention was now direded

to the fearch of fome place, where we might recruit

our wood and waters and the ob]e61: that principally \i

occupied his thoughts was, how he lliould pafs the win-

ter, fo as to make fome improvements in navigation and

geography, and, at the fame time, be in a condition to >

return to the northward the enfuing fummer, to profe-

cute his fearch of a paffage into the Atlantic.

Having ftood off, till our foundings were eighteen

fathoms, we made fail to the eaflward, along the coaft,

which, we were now pretty well convinced, could only

be the continent of Afia. The wind blowing frefh,

and there being, at the fame time, a thick mill, and a

very heavy fall of fnov/, it was requifite that we fhould

proceed v/ith particular caution : we therefore brought

to, for a few hours, in the night. Early the next morn-
ing, which was the 30th of Auguft, we fleered fuch a

courfe as we judged nicil likely to bring us in with the

land, being guided, in a great meafure, by the land j for

the weather was extremely thick and gloomy, with in-

ceffant fhov/ers of fnow. At ten o'clock w^e obtained

a fight of the coaft, v/hich feemed to form feveral rocky

points, that were ccnnefted by a low ihore, without

any appearance of an harbour. At a diftance from the

fea many hills prefented themfelves to our view, the

higheff of which were involved in fnow : in other ref-

pe6ls, the whole country had a naked afpeft.

Captain Cook was now convinced of what he had

before imagined, that this was the country of the

Tfchutfki, or the north-eaftern coaft of Afiai and that

Beering had proceeded thus far in the year 1728.
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On the 2d of September, at eight in the morning,
the mofl advanced land to fouth-eail-ward, bore fouth

25° eaft; and, from this particular point of view, had
an infular appearance. But the thick fhov/ers of fnx)w^

that fell in quick fucceffion, and fettled on the land,

concealed from the fight, at this time, a great part of
the coaft. In a fliort time afterj the fun, which we had
not feen for near five days, broke out during the inter-

vals between the fhowers, by which means the coaft

was, in fome degree, freed from the fog ; fo that we
obtained a fight of it, and found that the whole was
xonnefted. The wind was ftill northerly, the air was
cold, and the mercury in the thermometer did not rife

above 35°, and was fometimes not higher than 30'^^

At twelve o'clock our latitude was SS'^ 37' north; Cape
Serdze was twelve or thirteen leagues difbant, bearing

north 52° weft; the moft foutherly point of land that

we had in our fight, bore fouth 41° eafb ; our foundings
were twenty-two fathoms ; and the diilance of the

neareft part of the fhore was about two leagues.

The weather was now fair and bright ; and as we were
ranging along the coaft, we faw feveral of the natives,

and fome of their dwcUing-places, which had the ap-
pearance of hillocks of earth. In the courfe of the

evening we pafTed Eaftern Cape, or the point before-

mentioned; from which the coaft trends to the fouth-

weftv/ard. This is the fame point of land that vv^e had
pafled on the nth of the preceding month. Thofe
who gave credit to Mr. Starhlin^s map, then fuppofed
it to be the eaftern point of his ifland Alafchka; bur
we were by this time, convinced, that it is no other

I

than the eaftern promontory, ofAfia; and perhaps, it

I

is the pipper Tfchukotfi^oi Nofs, though the pro-

j

montory, which recieved that name from Beering, is

I

fituated further towards the fouth-weft.

Muller, in his map of the difcoveries of the Ruffians^

places the Tfchukotfl^oi Nofs nearly in the latitude of
75'' north, and extends it fomewhat to the eaftward of
this cape. But captain Cook was of opinion, that he
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had no good authority for fo doing. Indeed his own,

;

or rather Dalhneff's, account of the diftance between

the river Anadir and the Nofs, cannot well be recon-

ciled with fo northerly a pofition. For he fays, that

with the moft favourable wind, a perfon may go by

fea from the Nofs to the river Anadir in three whole

days, and that the journey by land is very little longer.

But captain Cook, having hopes of vifiting thefe partsJ

again, deferred the difcufTion of this point to another
1

opportunity. In the mean time however, he concluded>

as Beering had done before him, that this was the eaft-i

ernmoft point of all Afia. It is a peninfula of confider-

able elevation, joined to the continent by a very low

and apparently narrow ifthmus. It has, next the fea a

fteep rocky cliff i and oflF the very point are feveral

rocks refembling fpires. It ftands in the longitude of |i

190^ 22'eaft, and in the latitude of 66" 6^" north j andli

is thirteen leagues diftant, in the direction of north; :i

^^'^ weft, from Cape Prince of Wales, on the coaftof :

America. The land about this promontory conliftsof 3

vallies and hills. The former terminate at the fea in .

low Iliores, and the latter in fteep rocky points. The
'

hills appeared like naked rocks i but the vaUies, though
i

deftitute of tree or ftirub, were of a greenifti hue.

After we had palTed the Cape, we fteered fouth -weft ,

half weft towards the northern point of St. Lawrence's 1

Bay, in which our ftiips had anchored on the loth ol
I

Auguft-. We reached it by eight o'clock the follow-

ing morning, and faw fome of the natives at the place j

where we had before feen them, as well as others on the 1

oppofice fide of the bay. Not one of them, however
came off to us 5 which was remarkable, as the weatheii ,

was fufHciently favourable, and as thofe Avhom we haci

lately vifited had no reafon to be difpleafed with usi f,

Thefe people are certainly the Tfchutflci, whom the 1

Ruffians had not hitherto fubdued ; though it is mani- :

feft that they muft carry on a trafHc with the latter i

either diredly, or by the interpofition of fome neigh

bouring nations 3 as their being in poifefrion of th
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fpontoons we iliw among them, cannot othenvife be ac-

couiited for.

Tne Bay of St. Lawrence* is, at the entrance, at leaft

five leagues in breadth, and about four leagues depth,

growing narrower towards the bottom, where it feemed
to be pretty well Iheltered from the fea winds, provided

there is a competent depth of water for Ihips. The
Commodore did not wait to examine it, though he was
extremely delirous of finding a convenient harbour in

thofe parts, to which he might refort in the fucceeding

fpring. But he wiihed to meet with one where wood
might be obtained , and he knew that none could be
found here. From the fouthern point of this bay, which
is fituated in the latitude of 65*^ 30' north, the coaft

trends well by fouth for the fpace of about nine leagues,

and there feems to form a deep bay, or river i or elfc

the land in that part is fo that we could not difcern it.

In the afternoon, about one o'clock, we faw what
was firft fuppofed to be a rock i but it was found to be
a dead whale, which fome Afiatics had killed, and were
then towing afhore. They feemed to endeavour to con-
ceal themfelves behind the fifh, in order to avoid being
feen by us. This, however, was unneceflary, for we

;

proceeded on our courfe without taking notice ofthem.
On the 4th, at break of day, we hauled to the north-

;
weilward, for the purpofe of gaining a nearer view of

! the inlet feen the day before ; but the wind, not long
after, veering to that dire6lion, the delign was aban-
doned ; and, lleerins; towards the fouth along the coaft,

I

we paded two bays, each about fix miles deep. The
;
moft northerly one is fituated before a hill, which is

I

rounder than any other we had obferved upon tlic coaft'.

I

There is an iftand lying before the other bay. It is a

* Captiin Cook c.illed it by this name, from his having anchored

\
ill it on the loth of Auguft, which is St. Lawrence's Day. It is

\
Worthy of remark, that Peering fuied pail: this very place on Augull

i loth, 172S ; for which reafon, he denominated the neighbouring
; iland after the fame faint.

VOL. VIII. L 1
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matter of doubt whether there is a fufficient depth of !

water for fhips in either of thefe bays, as, when we ?

edged in for the fnore we conftantly met with fhoai I

water. This part of the country is extremely naked I

and hilly. In feveral places on the lower grounds, next !

the fea, were the habitations of the natives, near all of
j

which were created flages of bones, like thofe before- .

mentioned. This day, at noon, our latitude was 64° '

38 'north, and our longitude 188*^ 15' eaftj the nearefl {

part of the fhore was at the diftance of three or four 1

leagues ; and the moll fouthern point of the continent (

in fight bore fouth 48^ weft.

The wind, by this time had veered to the north, and !

blev/ a light breeze : the weather was clear, and the i

air fharp. The Commodore did not think proper to \

follow the direction of the coaft, as he perceived that .1

it inclined, weftward toward the gulph of Anadir, into 1

which he had no motive for going. He therefore fteertd J

a foutherly courfc, that he might have a fight of the ifle {

of St. Lawrence, which had been difcovered by Beering. '4

This iOand was quickly feen by us ; and at eight in the (

evening, it bore fouih 2C^ eaft, fuppofed to be at the <

diftance of eleven leagues. The moft foutherly point,

of the main land v/as, ar that time, tvvelve leagues

diftant^ bearing fouth Sj'-* v/eft. Captain Cook con-

jeclured, that this was the point which is called by

Beering the eaftern point of SuchotOci, or Cape Tfchu-

kot&oi ; an appellation v/hich he gave it with feme
\

propriety, becaufe the natives, who faid they WTre of •!

the nation of the coaft. Its latitude is 64° 13^ north, .:

and its longitude 186^ 36 'eaft.
\

The more the captain Vv^as convinced of his being at J

prefent upon the Afiatic coaft, the more he was at a

iofs to reconcile his obfervations with Mr. Stsshlin's

map of the New Northern Archipelago -, and he could

find no other method of accounting for fo important a

difference, than by fuppofing that he had miftaken

fome part of what Mr. Stsehlin denominates the ifland

of Alafchka for the continent of America, and had
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miffed the channel by which they are feparated. But
even on that fuppofition there would ftill have been a

confiderable variation. The captain confidered it as

an affair of fome confequence to clear up this point

during the prefcnt feafon, that he might have only one
objeft in view in the following one. And as r.hefe

northerly iflands were faid to abound with wood, he
had fome hopes, if he fliould find them, of procuring

a competent fupply of that article, of which we began
to ftand in great need. With this view he fleered over
for the coaft of America ; and the next day, about five

o'clock in the afternoon, land was feen bearing fouth

three quarters eaft, v/hich we imagined was Anderfon's

Ifland, or fome other land near it. On Sunday the

6th, at four in the morning, we had a fight of the Ame-
rican coaft, near Sledge Ifland ; and, at fix in the even-
ing of the fame day, that ifland was at the diftance of
about ten leagues, bearing north 6" eaft, and the moft
eafterly land in view bore north 49*^ eaft. If any part
of what captain Cook had conjedtured to be the coaft

of the American continent, could poffibly be the Ifland

of Alafchka, it was that now in fight ; in which cafe

he muft have miffed the channel between it and the

main land, by fteering towards the weft, inftead of the
eaft, after he had firft fallen in with it. He was, there-

fore, at no lofs where to go, for the purpofe of clearing

up thefe doubts.

On the 7th, at eight o'clock in the evening, v/e had
made a near approach to the land. Sledge Ifland bore
north 85° weft, about eight leagues diftant ; and the
eaftern part ofthe coaft bore north 70* eaft, with elevated
land in the direftion of eaft" by north. At tliis time we
perceived a light on fhore : and two canoes, v/ith peo-
ple in them, came off tov/ards us. We brought to, in

order to give them time to approach -, but they refiflcd

all our tokens of amity, and kept at the diftance of a
quarter of a mile. Vv'e therefore left them, and pro-
ceeded along the coaft. The • next morning, at one
o'clock, cbferving that the water fnoaied pretty faft.
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We anchored in ten fathoms, and remained inthatfitua-

tion till day-light came on. We then weighed, and

purfued our courfe along the coaft, which trended eaft,

and eaft half fouth. At ftvcn o'clock in the evening

\ve were abreafb, of a point, fituated in the iongituae of

197° eaft, and in the latitude of 64*^ 21' norths beyond

which the coaft afllimes a more notherly direftion. At
eight, this point which received the appellation of Cape i

Darby, bore fouth 62^ weft ; the moit nothern land we
had in view, bore north 32*^ eaft -, and the diftance of

the neareft part of the fhore Vv'as one league. In this

fituation v/e let go our anchors in thirteen fathoms, over

a muddy bottom.

On the 9th, at break of day, we weighed, and made '<

fail along the coaft. We nov/ law land, w^hich we fup- I

pofed to be tw^o iilandsj the one bearing eaft, the ether i

fouth 70^ eaft. Not long afterw^ards, we found cur-
j

felves near a coaft covered vv'ith wood ^ a pleafmg fight,
j

to which we had not been lately accuftomed. As we
j

advanced northward, land was feen in the diredion ef ^

north-eaft, half north, v/hich proved a continuation of i|

the coaft upon v/hich w^e ncw^ v/ere : we likewife per- <

ceived high land over the iftands, apparently, at a con- li

fiderable diftance beyond them.
This was imagined to be the continent, and the othe?n

land the ifle of Alafchka ; but it was already a matter 1

of doubt, whether we fhould difcover a pallage between 1

them, for the water gradually ftioaled, as we proceeded j

further towards the north. In confequence of this, two i

boats were difpatched a-head to found; and the Com- '

modore ordered the Difcovery, as fhe drew the leaft f

wactr, to lead, keeping nearly in the middle channel, 1

betv^ccn the coaft and the moil notherly ifland. In this i

manner v/e continued our courfe, till three o'clock in 1

the aft:rnoonj when, having pafied the iiland>.our Icund- I

ing:> did not exceed three fathoms and a half, and the ii

Refolution once brought up the mud from the bottom. 1

In no part of the channel could a greater depth of water s
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|bc found, though we had founded it from one fide to

the other ; we therefore deemed it high time to return.

At this time, a head-Lind on the weftern fliore, to

which the name of Bald-head was given, was about one

league diftant, bearing north by weft. The coaft ex-

tended beyond it as far as north-eaft by north, where it

appeared to terminate in a point ; behind which, the

icoaft of the high land, that was feen over the iflands,

iftretched itfelf. The fhore on the weftern fide of Bald-

head, forms a bay, in the bottom of which is a beach,

,where we perceived many huts of the natives.

I We continued to ply back during the whole night

;

and, by day-break on the loth, had deepened our v/ater

ifix fathoms. At nine o'clock, when we were about

khree miles from the weft ftiore, captain Cook, accom-
panied by Mr. King, went with two boats, in fearch

of wood and water. They landed in that part, where

Ithe coaft projects into a blufi^head, compofed of per-
' ^€nd\cu\a.r firata of a dark- blue rock, intermixed with

gUmmer and quartz. Adjoining to the beach is a nar-

row border ofland, which was at this time covered with

long grafs, and where they obferved fome angelica.

The ground, beyond this, rifes with fome abruptnefs i

i towards the top of this elevation, they found a heath,

that abounded with berries of various kinds : further

onward the country was rather level, and thinly covered

with fmall fprucc-trees, birch, and willows. They faw
the tracks of foxes and deer upon the beach -, in many
parts of which, there v/as a great abundance of drift-

wood : there was aifo no want of frefh-water.

Our gentlemen and their attendants having returned

,

onboard, the Commodore had thoughts of bringing the

;

Ihips to an anchor here ; but the wind then fhifting to

! north-eaft, and blowing rather on this fiiorc, he ftretched

over to the oppofite one, expe61:ing to find wood there

likewife.. At eight in the evening, we anchored near

the fouthcrn end of the moft northerly ifland, for fuch
we imagined it to be. The next morning however, we
found that it v/as a pcninfula, connecled v/ith the con-
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>

tinent by a low iilhmus, on each fide of which a bay is .'

formed by the coaft. We plied into the fouthernmoft i

of thefe bays, and caft anchor again, about twelve i

o'clock, in five fathoms water, over a muddy bottom ; i

the point of the peninfula, to which the appellation of •

Cape Denbigh was given, being one league dillant, in
i

the direftion of north 68° weft. We obferved on the J

peninfula, feveral of the natives ; and one of them came ji

off in a fmall canoe. Captain Cook gave this man a ;i

knife, and fome beads, with which he appeared to be i,;

well pieafed ; we made figns to him to bring us fome
|

provificns, upon which he inftantly quitted us, and J

paddled towards the fhore. Happening to meet another
|

man coming off, v/ho had two dried faimon, he got them !

from» him ; and when he returned to our fhip, he.refufed
|

to give them to any body except captain Cook. Some
|

of our people fancied, that he aflsied for him under the I

name of Capiiane ; but, in this, they were perhaps mif- 1

taken. Others of the inhahitants camie off foon after-
j

wards, and gave us a few dried fifh, in exchange for fuch i

trifles as we had to barter with them. They fliewed no |

difiike for tobacco, but they v/ere moft defirous of
f

knives. '^

In the afternoon, Mr. Gore was difpatched to the
;

peninfula, to procure wood and water -, of the former i

of which articles, we obferved great plenty upon the
|

beach. At the fame time, a boat from each of the if

Ihips was fent to found round the bay ; and at three
jf

o'clock, the wind frefhening at north-eaft, we weighed \i

anchor, and endeavoured to work further in. But that si

v/as quickly found to be impradticabie, by reafon of the

fnoals, which extended entirely round the bay, to the

didance of upwards of tv/o miles from the ihore ; as the

ofiicers, who had been fent out for the purpofe of found-

ing, reported. We therefore ftood off and on with the 'j

fiiips, waiting for lieutenant Gore, who returned about

eight o'clock in the evening, vv^ith the launch loaded

with v/ood. He informed the Commodore, that he had

found but little freili water, and that the wood could
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lOt be procured without difficulty, on account of the

3oats grounding at fome diftance from the beach.

As this was the cafe, wc flood back to the other lliore 5

ind the next morning, at eight, all the boats, and a de-

.achment ofmen with an officer, were fent to get wood
:rom the place wlicre captain Cook had landed on the

loth.

I

After having continued, for fome time, to ftand off

5md on with the (hips, we at length call anchor in lefs

':han five fathoms, at the dillance of half a league from
:he coaft, whofe fouthern point bore fouth 26'^ weft.

Cape Denbigh was about twenty-fix miles diftant, bear-

ng fouth 72,'^ eail ; Bald-head was nine leagues off, in

;he diredion of north 60^^ eaft ; and the iiland near the

eaftern ffiore fouth of Cape Denbigh, named by cap-

tain Cook, Befborough Ifland, was fifteen leagues dif-

tant, bearing fouth 52" ealt.

This being a very open road, and therefore not a fe-

cure ftation for the ffiips, the Commodore refolved not

to wait till our ftock of water was completed, as that

would take up fome time -, but only to furnifh both
Ihips with wood, and then to feek a more commodious
place for the former article. Our people carried off

the drift-wood that lay on the beach, and performed that

bufinefs vv'ith great expedition ; for as the wind blew
along the ffiore, the boats were enabled to fail both

ways. In the afternoon captain Cook went affiore, and
took a walk into the country ; which, in thofe parts

where there was no wood, abounded with heath, and
other plants, fcveral of which had plenty of berries, all

ripe. Scarce a lingle plant v/as in flov/er. The under-

wood, fuch as birch, alders, and willows, occafionecl

walking to be very troublefome among the trees, which
were all fpruce, and none of which exceeded feven or

eight inches in diameter ; but fome were obferved ly-

ing on the beach, that v;ere above tivv'ce that lize. All

the drift-wood that we faw in thefc northern parts was
fir.
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The following day, which was Sunday the 13th, a

family of the natives came near the ij^otv/here our peo-

ple were occupied in taking off wood. The captain
I i

faw only the huiband and wife, and their child, befidcs'j

a fourth perfon, who was the mod deformed cripple he;'

had ever (een. The huiband was nearly blind, and neither i

he, nor his wife, were fuch well-looking people as many
]

of thofc whom we had met M'ith on this coaft. Both
j

ofthem had their lower lips perforated ; and they were li!

in po/IeiTion of fome glafs beads, refembling thofe wc
:j

had feen before among our neighbours. Iron was the
jj

article that pleafed them moll. For four knives which
;|

had been formed out of an old iron hoop, the captain 'i

obtained from them near four hundred pounds weight r.

of fifh, that had been lately caught by them. Some of
'|

thefe were trout, and others were, with refpecSb to fizc
jj

and tafte, fomewhat between a herring; and mullet. The 1

captam gave a few beads to the child, who was a fe-

male ; upon which the mother immediately burft into

tears, then the father, next after him the cripple, and at

lall, to add the finifhing ftroke to the concert, the child

hcrfelf. This mufic, however, was not of long duration.

Mr. King had, on the preceding day, been in com-
pany with the fame family. His account of this inter-

view is to the following purport : While he attended

the v/ooding party, a canoe, filled with natives, ap-

proached, out of which an elderly man and woman (the 1

huiband and wife above mentioned) came alliore. Mr
King prefented a fmall knife to the woman, and pro-

mifed to give her a much larger one in exchange for fome (

fifh. She made figns to him to follow her. After he

had proceeded v/ith them about a mile, the man fell

dov/n as he was croITing a llony beach, and happened
to c'Jt his feet very much. This occafioned Mr. King
to flop ; upon which the woman pointed to her huf-

band's eyes, which v/ere covered with a thick, whitilli

lilm. He afterwards kept dole to his v^'ifc, v/ho took

care to apprize him of the obfliacles in his way. The
woman had a chili on her back, wrapped np in the hood
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of" her jacket. After walking about two miles, they

arrived at an open flcin-boat, which was turned on one
'

lide, the convex part towards the wind, and was made
to ferve for the habitation of this family. Mr. King

'now^ performed a remarkable operation on the man's

eyes. He was firft defired to hold his breath, then to

; breathe on the diftempered eyes, and afterv/ards to fpit

I

on them. The woman then took both the hands of Mr.
King, and preffed them to the man's flomach, held them

i
there for fome time, while fhe recounted fome melan-

choly hiftory refpefting her family ; fometimcs point-

ing to her hufband, fometimes to her child, and at other

times to the cripple, who was related to her. Mr. King
purchafcd all the filh they had, which confrlted of ex-

cellent falmon, falmon-trout, and mullet. Thefe filh.

were faithfully delivered to the perfon he fent for them.

The woman was fliort and fquat, and her vifage was

'plum.p and round. She. wore a jacket made of deer

] fein, with a large hood, and had on a pair of wide boots.

I She v/as punctured from the lip to the chin. Her huf-

^band was well made, and about five feet two inches in

- height. His hair was black and fhort, and he had but
' little beard. His complexion was of a light copper call.

! He had two holes in his lower lip, in which, however,

ihe had no ornaments. The teeth of both of them were

! black, and appeared as if they had been filed dov/nlevel

j
with the gums.

1 Before night, on the 13th, we had amply furniflicd

]
the fnips with wood, and had conveyed on board about

? a dozen tons of water to each. On the 14th, a party
' was detached on fliore to cut brooms, and likewife the

] branches of fpruce trees for brewing beer. About twelve

\ o'clock all our people were taken on board, for the

i
wind frefhening had raifed fo heavy a furf onthe beach,

I

that our boats could not continue to land without ex-

treme difRculty and danger.

As doubts were ftill entertained whether the coaft,

upon, which we now were, belonged to an ifland, or to
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the continent of Americaj lieutenant King wasdifpatch-

ed by the Commodore, with tv/o boats, well manned :;

and armed, to make fuch a fearch as might tend to re-

move all difference of opinion on the fubjedt. He was

inftrutiied to proceed towards the north as far as the

extreme point {ten on VVednefday the 9th, or a little
j

further, if he fnouid find it neceirary ; to land there, 1

and, from the heights, endeavour to difcover whether ,'

the land he was then upon, imagined to be the ifland i

of Alafchka, was really an ifland, or was connefledwith
j

the land to the eaftward, fuppofed to be the American
;

continent. If it proved to be an ifland, he was to ex-
i

amine the depth of water in the channel between it and
,

the continent, and which vv^ay the flood-tide came : but,
.j

if he fliould find the two lands united, he was to return ij

immediately to the fhip. He was dire6led not to be j:

abfent longer than four or five days ; and it was alfo
\

mentioned in his inflruftions, that, if any unforefeen or

unavoidable accident fhould force our fhips off the

coafl, the rendezvous w^as to be at the harbour of Sam-

ganoodha.

On Tuefday the 15th, the fhips removed over to the

bay on the fouth-eaftern fide of Cape Denbigh, where ,

we caft anchor in the afternoon. Not long after, fe-
j

veral of the inhabitants came off in canoes, and gave

us fome dried falmon in exchange for trifling articles.
]

Early the next morning, nine men, each in a feparate

canoe, paid us a vifrt, v/ith the fole view of gratifying
|

their curiofity. They approached the fhip with caution^ i|

?.nd drawinp^ up a breaft of each other, under our fcern, i

favoured us with a fong ; while one of their number ?

made many ludicrous motions v/ith his hands and body, ^

and another beat upon a fort of drum. There was i

nothing favage, either in the long, or the geftures with 1

which it was accompanied. There feemcd to be no (

difference, either v/ith refpeft to fize or features, be- :

tvv'cen thefe people, and thofe whom we had feen on ^

evcrv o:Ler part of the coafl, except King George's
'

Souiid. Their drefs, which chiefly coniifted of the «

I
I
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Ikins of dear, was made after the fame mode ; and they

; haJ adopted the pra6tice of perforating their lower lips,

f
and afiixino- ornaments to them.

The habitations of thefe Americans were fituated

;
dole to the beach. They confift merely of a Hoping

I roof, without any fide- walls, formed of logs, and covered

I with earth and grafs. The floor is likewife laid with

logs. The entrance is at one end, and the tire-place

is juft within it. A fmall hole is made near the door of
the hut, for the purpofc of letting out the fmoke.
A party of men was difpatched thi^ morning, to the

peninfula, for brooms and fpruce. Half the remainder

j
of the people of both fhips were, at the fame time, per-

j
mitted 10 go afhore and gather berries. Thefe re-

I

turned or board about twelve o'clock, and the other

] half then landed for the fame purpofe. The berries

;

found here were hurtle-berries, heath-berries, partrido-e-

'1 berries, and wild current berries. Captain Cook alfo
"' went alliore himfelf, and took a walk over part of the

peninfula. He met with very good grafs in feveral

places, and fcarcely obferved a fmgle fpot on which
fome vegetable was not growing. The low land by
which this peninfula is united to the continent, abounds

|:
with narrow creeks, and likewife with ponds of water,

i feveral of which were at this time frozen over. There
!
were numbers of buftards and geefe, but they were fo

Ihy, that it was impoffible to get within muflcet-ihot of
them. Some fnipes were alfo feen ; and, on the higher

grounds, v/ere partridges of two fpecies -, v/here there

was wood, mufquitoes were numerous. Some of the
' Officers, who went further into the country than captain

i
Cook did, met with fome of the natives of both fcxes,

I

who treated them with civility and kindnefs.

I

The Commodore was of opinion, that this peninfula
i had been an ifiand in fome diftant period ; for there were
marks of the fea having formerly flowed over the ifth-

.
mus ; and even at prefent, it appe.ired to be kept out

I

by a bank of fand, ftones, and wood, which the waves
had thrown up. It was m.anifeil from this bank, that
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the land here encroached upon the fea, and it was not

difficult to trace its gradual forirjation.

Lieutenant King returned from his expedition about

feven o'clock this evening. He had fet out at eight at
;

night, on the 14th. The crews of the boats rowed with- ,:

out intermiflion towards the land, till one in the morn- i

ing of the 15th. They then kt their fails, and ilood ']

acrofs the bay, which the coaft forms to the weftv;ard of
;

Bald-head. They afterwards, about three o'clock, again

made ufe of their oars, and, by two in the afternoon,
i

had got within two miles of Bald-head, under the lee of
j

the high land. At that time all the men in the boat be-
;

longing to the ? efolution, except two, were fo oppreiTed '

with fatigue and fleep, that Mr. King's utm.oft endea-

vours to make them put on were perfe6l]y ineife(5i:ual.
j

They, at length, were fo far exhaufted, as to drop their
|

oars, and fall aileep at the bottom of the boat. In con- ;

fequence of thio, Mr. King, and two gentlemen who '

v/ere with him, were obliged to lay hold of the oars; •

and they landed, a little after three o'clock, between
;!

Bald-head and a point that projefts to the eaftward.
ij

Mr. Kins-, upon his landins; afccnded the heio-hts,
'

from Vv'hich he could fee the two coafcs join, and that
;

the inlet terminated in a fm.all creek or river, before

which there were banks of fand or mud, and in every

part fhoal water. The land, for fome diftance towards

the north, was low and fwampy ; then it rofe in hills

;

and the perfeft junction of thofe, on each fide of the in-

let, was traced without the lead difficulty.

From the elevated fituation in which Mr. King took

his furvey of the Sound, he could difcern many fpacious

vallies, with rivers flowing through them, well wooded

and bounded by hills of a moderate height. One of the (

rivers towards tlie north-weft feemed to be confider-

able ; and he Vv^as inclined to fuppofe,from its direftion,

that it difcharged itfelf into the fea at the head of the

bay. Some of his people, penetrating beyond this into

the country, found the trees to be of a larger fize tlic

further they proceeded,
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To this inlet captain Cook gave the name ofNorton's

Sound, in honour of Sir fletcher Norton, now Lord
Grantley, a near relation of Mr. King. It extends north-

ward as far as the latitude of 64° ^^^ north. The hay

wherein our fliips were now at anchor, is fituated on the

fouth-eaftern fide of it, and is denominated Chacktoole

by the natives. It is not a very excellent ftation, being

expofed to the fouth and fouth-weff winds. Nor is a

harbour to be met with in all this found. We were fo

fortunate, hov/ever as to have the wind from the north-

eaft and the north, during the whole time of our con-

tinuance here, with very fine weather. This afforded

an opportunity of making a great number of lunar ob-
|fcrvations, the mean refult of which gave 197° 13' eaft,

as the longitude of the anchoring- place on the weftern

Tide of the Sound, v/hile its latitude v/as 64^ 31' north.

, With refped: to the tides, the night-flood rofe two or

I

three feet, and the day-flood was fcarcely perceivable.

Captain Cook being now perfe6lly convinced that

,,
Mr. Stsehiin'smap was extremely erroneous, and having

! reftored the continent of America to the fpace which that
' gentleman had occupied with his imaginary ifland of

;
Alafchka, thought it now high time to quit thefe north-

I

6rly regions, and retire to fome place for the winter,

: where he might obtain provifions and refrefhm.ents. He
did not confider Petropaulowfi^a, or the harbour of St.

, Peter and St. Paul in Kamatfchatka, as likely to furnifh

a fufficient fupply. He had iikev/ife other reafons for

not going thither at prefent j the princijjal of which
i
was, his great unwiliingnefs to remain inaftive for fix or

I

feven months, which would have been the confcquence

;

of paffing the winter in any of thefe northern countrie:.

I
He at length concluded, that no fituation was fo con-

I
venient for our purpofe as the Sandv/ich iilands. To
them, therefore, he formed a refolution of repairino-.

But a fupply of water being neceffary before he could
execute thatdefign, he determined, with a view of pro-
curing this eiTential article, to fearch the coafl: ofAme-
rica for a harbour, by proceeding along it to tlie fouth-



278 A VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

ward. If he fhould not meet with fuccefs in that fearch i i

his intention was to reach Samganoodha, which was ap- 1;

pointed for our place of rendezvous in cafe the liiipj \

Ihould happen to feparate.
I

In the morning of the 17th of September, we weighed
;

!

anchor with a light eafterly breeze, and fleered to the'

fouthward, attempted to pafs within Beiborough Ifland ; H

but, though it is fix or feven miles diftant from the con- :

tinent, we were prevented, by meeting with fhoal water. '.

Having but little wind all the day, we did not pafs that !

iOand before it was dark ; and the night was fpent un- ',

,

der an eafy lail.
i

At day-break, on the 18th, we refumed our progrefs N

along the coafb. At noon, our foundings were no niorej|

than five fathoms. Befborough Ifland, at this time, borer'

north 42^ eaft -, the mofi; foutherly land in fight, which
|j

alfo proved to be an ifiand, bore I'buth 66'^ Vv'efb -, the |!:

pafiage between it and the continent was in the direftion lii

of Ibuth 40*^ wefl:, and the neareft land was at the dif- ;'!

tance of about two mnies.
'

We continued to ftecr for this pafilige, till the boats ;

which were a-head made the fignai for having no more

than three fathoms v/ater. In confequence of this, we
hauled v/ithout the ifiand, and difplayed the fignal for

the Refoiution's boat to keep between the fhore and the

Hiips.

This ifiand, to which the name of Stuart's Ifiand was

given, lies in the latitude of 63*^ 35'' north, and is feven-

teen leagues diftant from Cape Denbigh, in the direc-

tion of fouth 27*^ weft. It is fix or feven leagues in cir-

cumference. Though fome parts of it are of a miode-

rate height, yet, in general, it is low, with fome rocks

ofi^the weftern part. The greatefbpart of the coaft of 3

the continent is low land, but w"e perceived high land k I

up the country. It forms a point, oppofite the ifland,

which v/as diftinguifhed by the name of Cape Stephens,

and is fituated in the latitude of 62^^ 33' north, and in

the longitude of 197° 41^ eaft. Some drift-wood was

obferved on the fiiores, both of the ifiand and of the
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: continent ; but not a fingle tree was feen growing upon

either. Veffels might anchor, upon occafion, between

I
the continent and the north-eaft fide of this ifland, in a

depth of five fathoms, flickered from the eafterly, wefl-

eriy, and foutherly winds. But this flacion would be

! entirely expofed to the northerly winds, the land, in that

"direftion, being too remote to afford any fecurity. Be-

i fore we reached Stuart's Ifland, we pafTed two little

jiflands, fituate between us and the main land ; and as

iwe rano-ed alono- the coafc, feveral of the natives m.ade

their appearance upon the fliore, and, by figns, feemed

jto invite us to approach.

I

V/e were no fooner without the ifland, than we fleer-

led fouth by wefi:, for the mofc fouthern part of the con-

tinent in fight, till eight in the evening, when, the depth

of water having decreafed from fix fathoms to lefs than

four, we tacked and flood to the northward, into five

fathoms, and then pafTed the night in ftanding off and

:0n. At the time we tacked, the fouthernmofl point

of land above mentioned, which we named Point

Shallow-Water, bore fouth half eaft, at the diflance of

ifeven leagues. On the 19th, at day-break, we refumed
iour foutherly courfe ; but fhoal water foon obliged us

:to haul more to the weflward. Wc were at length fo

far advanced upon the bank, that we could not hold a

j north-north-weft courfe, as we fbmetimes only met
with four fathoms. The wind blowing frefh at eaft-

north-eafl, it was now high time to endeavour to find a

greater depth of water, and to quit a coafl upon which
we could no longer navigate with fafety. We there-

fore hauled the wind to the northward, and the water

I

gradually increaied in depth to eight fathoms.

I

At the time of our hauling the wind, we were about

:
twelve leagues diflant from the continent, and nine to

^ the weft of Stuart's IQand. We law no land to the fouth-

ward of Point Shallow-Water, which captain Cook
judged to lie in the latitude of 63° north ; fo that be-

I

tween this latitude and Shoal Nefs, in latitude 60°, the

coaft has not been explored. It is probably accelTible
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only to boats, or very fmali veiTels ; or, if there zrc^.

channels for veffcls of greater magnitude, it v/ouid re-.^j

quire fome time to find them. From the mafl-headj!

tiic fea within us appeared to be checquered with ihoals^,

the water was very muddy and difcoloured, and much,!

freflier than at any of the places where our fiiips had
j

. lately anchored. From this we inferred, that a confider-ii

able river runs into the fea, in this unexplored part. *

After we had got into eight fathoms water, we fteered.i

to the wefbward, and afterwards more foutherly, for the>
|

land difcovered by us on the 5th of September, v/hich:i|

at noon on the 20th bore fouth-vveft by weft, at the dif-,
'

tance often or eleven leagues. A¥e had now a frelh

gale at north, and, at intervals, ihowers of hail and fnow,
,

with a pretty high fea. To the land before us, the Com-. •<

modore gave the appellation of Gierke's Ifland. It fiiands; <

in the latitude of 63'^ 15', and in the longitude of 190^^
30''. It feemed to be an ifland of confiderable extent^,

^

in which are feveral hills, all conne6tedby low ground^;-,

fo that it looks, at a diilance, like a group of iflands^-.,
.j

Near its eafcern part is a little ifland, which is remark-
\

able for having on it three elevated rocks. Both tlie^
I

greater ifland, and this fmaller one, were inhabited. ,.

About fix o'clock in the afternoon, we reached the

northern point of Gierke's Ifland ; and having ranged^

along its coaft till dark, we brought to during the.

night. Early the next morning, we again ftood in for

the coaft, and proceeded along it in queft of an har-

bour, till twelve o'clock v/hen finding no probability,

of fuccefs, we left it and ftcered fouth-fouth-weft, for.

the land difcovered by us on the 29th of July ; having

a freili gale at north, accompanied with lliowers 0^

fnow and fleet.

On vVednefday the 23d, at day-break, the land

above-mentioned made its appearance, .bearing fouth-

weft, at the diftance of fix or i'even leagues. From
this point of view, it refem.bled a clufter of iflandsj but

it was found to be only one, of about thirty miles in

extent, in the diredion of north-weft and fouth-eafci
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|thc fouth-eaftern extremity being Cape Upright, Wxhich

we have mentioned before. The ifland is narrow,

particularly at the low necks of land by which the hills

rare connecliced. Captain Cook afterwards found, that

'it was entirely unknown to the Ruffians, and therefore,

confidering it as a difcovery of our own, he named it

jGore's Ifiand. It appeared to be barren and deftitute

of inhabitants, at leait we faw none. Nor did we ob-

serve fuch a number of birds about it, as we had feen

jwhen we firll difcovered it. But we preceived fome
fea-otters, an animal which we had not found to ' the

north of this latitude. About twelve miles from Cape
jUpright, in the dircftion of fouth 72" weft, ftands a

fmail ifland, whofe lofty fumm.it terminates in feveral

pinnacle rocks, for which reafon it obtained the name of
Pinnacle Illand.

' At two o'clock in the afternoon, after we had pafied

Cape Upright, we fteered fouth-eaft by fouth, for

Samganoodha, with a gentle breeze at north-north- weft,

being refolved to lofe no more time in fearching for an
harbour among iflands, v^hich we now began to fufped:

had no exiftence ; at leaft, not in the latitude and longi-

tude in which they have been placed by modern deli-

neators of charts. On the 24th, in the evening, the

iwind veered to Ibuth-weft and Ibuth, and increaied to

ia freih gale.

i We continued our eafterly courfe till eight in the

morning of the 25th, when in the longitude of 191^^

10'', and in the latitude of 58" 3a' we tacked and ftood

to the weftvvard ; foon after which, the gale increafing,

we were reduced to two courfes, and clofe-rcefed main-
top-fails. In aftiort time after, the Refolution fprunga
leak, under the ftarboard buttock, which was lb con-
tfiderable as to keep one pump conftantly employed.
jWe could not venture to put the fbip upon the other

itack, from the apprehenfion ofgetting upon the fhoals

that lie to the north-weft of Cape N'jv/enham ; but
continued to fteer towards the weft, till fix in the

evening of Saturday the 26th, when we wore and ft-ood
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to the eaflward i and then the leak gave us no furthei-

trouble. This proved, that it was above the water-

line, which gave us great fatisfaftion. The gale hac

•now ceafed, but the wind continued at fouth, and fouth-

weftj for fome days longer.

At length, on Friday the 2d of 06tober, at day

break, wc faw the ifle of Oonalafhka, in a fouth-eaft

diredtion. But as the land was obfcured by a thick

haze, we were not certain with refpedt to our fituatiom;

till noon ; Vv'hen the obferved latitude determined it.

We hauled into a bay, ten miles to the v/ellward of

Samganoodha, known by the appellation of Egooch-I
Ihac J but finding very deep water, we fpeedily left it.

The natives vifited us at different times, bringing with

them dried falmon, and other fifh, which our failors

recieved in exchange for tobacco. Only a fev/ days be- !

fore, every ounce of tobacco that remained in the Ihip,
:,i

had been diflributed among them, and the quantity
;

was not half fufficient to anfwer their demands. Not-
!

withilanding this, fo thoughtlefs and improvident a be*
|:

ing is an Englifh failor, that they were as profufe in
|;

making their bargains, as ifwe had arrived at a port in
;

Virginia ; by which means, in lefs than two days, the
jj

value of this commodity was lowered above a thoufand :'

per cent.

The next day, at one o'clock in the afternoon, we

anchored in the harbour of Samganoodha, and on the

morning of the 4th, the carpenters were employed in

ripping off the fheating of and under the wale oftheRefo-

lution on the ftarboard fide. Many of the fcams were

found entirely open ; it was therefore not to be went-

1

dered at, that fo much water had got into the fhip.
f

We cleared the fifn and fpiric rooms, and the after hold ;1

and difpofed things in fuch a manner, that, in cafe of(

any future leaks of the fame nature, the v/ater might

find its way to the pumps. Befides this work, and com-
pleting our ftock of water, we cleared the forehold,

and took in a quantity of ballall.
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The veo;etables we had met with when we were

I

here before, were now, for the moft part, in a ftate of

i

decay. There being great plenty of berries, one-third

of the people, by turns, had permiffion to go afhore

and gather them. Confiderable quantities of them
were brought to us by the inhabitants. If there were

! any feeds of the fcurvy, among the people of either

jfhip, thefe berries, and the ufe of fpruce beer, which
5 they were allowed to drink every other day, effedlual-

ily eradicated them.

We likewife procured abundance of fifh ; at firft,

jchiefly falmon, both frefli and dried, which the natives

Ibrought us. Some of the frefh falmon was in the high^ft

'perfe6tion ; but there was one fort, which, from the.

figure of its head, we called hook-nofed, that was but
indifferent. Drawing the feine feveral times, at the

head of rhe bay, we caught many falmon-trout, and a

halibut that weighed two hundred and fifty-four pounds.
We afterwards had recourfe to hooks and lines. A boat
was fent out every morning, vv^hich feldom returned with-
out eight or ten halibut, a quantity more than fufficient

to ferve all our people. Thefe fifh were excellent, and
there were few who did not prefer them to falmon. Thus
we not only obtained a fupplyof fifh for prefent con-
fumption, but had fome to carry with us to fea.

i

Captain Cook received, on the 8th, by the hands of.

sanative of Oonalafhka, named Dcrramoullik, a ver^

i Angular prefent, confidering the place we were in. It

was a rye loaf, or rather a pye in the form of a loaf, as

it inclofed fome falmon, well feafoned with pepper.
This man had brought a fimilar prefent for captain

I

Clerke, and a note for each of the captains, written in

I

a charafter which none of us underftood. It v/as na-
tural to imagine, that thefe two prefents were from
fome Ruffians now in our neighbourhood, and there-
fore the captains fent, by the fam»e meffenger, to thefe

unknown friends, a few bottles of rum, wine and por-
ter, which they fuppoied would be highly acceptable.

Captain Qook alfo lent, in company with Derramouflik,
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corporal Lediard, of the marines, an intelligent man '. A

for the purpofe of gaining further information ; wittli

orders, that if he met v/ith any Ruffians, he fhouk |
endeavour to make them underlland, that we weri'f

Englifhmen, the friends and allies of their nation. '•

On Saturday the loth, corporal Lediard returnee 4i

with three Ruffian feamen, or furriers, who with feve-f
I

ral others, relided at Egoochffiac, where they had fomi |

ftore -houfes, a dwclling-houfe, and a Hoop of abou (

thirty tons burthen. One of thefe Ruffians was eithe: j

mafter or mate of this veffel. They were all tiiree in- \

teiiigent, well behaved men, and extremely ready tc j

give us all the information we could delire. But, foi
\

}

want of an interpreter, we found it very difficult to un-^'i

derfland each other. They appeared to have a perfe^ 'I

knowledge of the attempts vvhich their countrymen hac •!

made to navigate the Frozen Ocean, and of the difco- |^

veries that had been made from Kamtfchatka, by Beer- ,i

ing, Tfcherikoff, and, Sp^ngenberg. Bur they had
|

not the leaft idea to what part of the world Mr Stshlin'-J i

map referred, v^hen it was laid before them. When i

captain Cook pointed out Kamtfchatka, and fome f

other places, upon this map, they alked him whether 1

he had (cen the iflands there reprefented -, and, on his
\

anfwering in the negative, one of them put his finger
j

upon a part of the map, where a number of ifiands arej;

laid down, and faid, that he had cruifed there in

fearch of land, but could never meet with any. The
captain then ffi.ewed them his own chart, and foundi

that they were ftrangers to every part of the coaft.

of America, except that vvhich lies oppofite this

ifland.

One of thefe men faid, that he had been with Beeringn

in his American voyage ; but he mufb then have beene

very young; for even now, at the diftance of thirty-*

feven years, he had not the appearance of being aged.

Never was greater refped: paid to the memory of any

eminent perfon, than by thele men to that of Beering.

'The trade in which they are engaged, is very advan-
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tageoiis, and its being undertaken and extended to the

eaihvard of Kamtfchatka, was the immediate refult of
the fecond voyage of that diftinguilhed navigator,

whofe misfortunes proved the fource of much private

benefit to individuals, and of pubUc utility to the Ruf-
fian empire. And yet, if his diftrefles had not acci-

dentally carried him to the ifland which bears his name,
Iwhere he ended his life, and from whence the remain-

der ofhis fhip's crew brought back fpecimens of its

.valuable furs, the Ruffians would probably have under-

itaken no future voyages, which could lead them to

.make difcoveries in this fea, towards the American
coafb. Indeed, after his time, their mijiiftry feem to

have paid lefs attention to this objedl ; and, for what
difcoveries have been fmce made, we are principally

jindebted to the enterprifmg fpirit of private merchants,

|encouraged, however, by the fuperintending care of
Ifhe court of Peteriburg.

I. The three Ruffians having remained all night with

Ithe commodore, vifited captain Gierke the following

morning, and then departed, perfeftly fatisfied with

the reception they had met with. They promifed to

i return in a few days and bring with them a chart of

the iflands lituate between Kamtfchatka and Oonala-
ilika.

In the evening of the 14th, while captain Cook and
Mr. Webber v\?ere at a village, not far from Samga-
noodha, a Ruffian landed there, who proved to be the

principal perfon among his countrymen in this and the

adjacent illes. His name w^as Erafim Gregorioff Sin

IfmylofF. He arrived in a canoe that carried three pcr-

j
fens attended by twenty or thirty fmaller canoes, each

I

condudled by one man. Immediately after landing,

I
they conftruded a fmall tent for Ifmyloff of materials

!
which they had brought with them, and they afterwards

;
made others for themfelves, of their canoes and pad-
dles, which they covered with grafs. Ifmyloff having
invited the captain and Mr. Webber into his tent, fet

betere them fome dried falmon and berries. He ap-
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peared eo be a man of fenfe ; and the captain felt m
ffnd.Yi mortification in not being able to converfe with

him, except by figns,\vith the affiftance of figures, and

other charafters. The captain requefled him to favour

him with his company on board the next day, and ac-

cordingly he came with all his attendants. He had,

indeed, moved into the neighbourhood of our ftation,

for the exprefs purpofe of waiting upon us.

Captain Cook v/as in hopes of receiving from him,

the chart which his three countrymen had promifed,

but he was difappointed. However, IfmylofF affured

him he fhouid have it, and he kept his word. The cap-

tain found him very well acquainted with the geography

of thofe parts, and with all the difcoveries which had

been made in this quarter by the Ruffians. On feeing

the modern maps, he inilantly pointed out their errors:

he faidj he liad accompanied lieutenant Syndo, or (as

he called him) Synd, in his northern expedition ; and,

according to his account, they did not proceed further

than the Tfchukotil<oi Nofs, or rather than St. Law-
rence's Bay J for he pointed on our chart to the very

place where captain Cook landed. From thence, he

faid, they went to an ifland, in the latitude of 63° north,

upon which they did not land. Fie did not recoiled

the name of that ifland -, but the captain conjefturedj

that it was the fame with that to which the appellation

of Clerk's Ifland had been given. To what place Synd
repaired afterwards, or in what particular manner he

employed the tv>?o years, during which, according to

ifmylofF, his refearches lafted, he was either unable or .

unwilling to inform us. Perhaps he did not comprehend

our enquiries on this point ; and yet, in almofr every y

other thins:, we found means to make him underftand i

us. This inclined us to fufpe6t, that he really had not '

hten in this expedition, notwithllanding what he had

afferted.

Not only Ilmyloft, but aifo the others afHrmed, that

they were totally unacquainted with the American con-

tinent to the northward J and that neither lieutenant
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[Synd, nor any other Ruffian, had feen it of late years.

They called it by the fame name which Mr. St^ehlm has

affixed to his large ifland, that is Alafchka.

According to the information we obtained from
[fmyloff and his countrymen, the Ruffians have made
feveral attempts to gain a footing upon that part of the

North-American continent, that lies contiguous to Oona-
lafhka and the adjacent iflands, but have confhantly been

repuifed by the inhabitants, whom they reprefcnt as

Very treacherous people. They made mention of two
br three captains, or chief men, v^^ho had been murdered

py them -, and fome of the Ruffians fhewed us wounds.

Which they declared they had received there.

Ifmyloff alfo informed us, that in the year 1773, an

expedition had been undertaken into the Frozen Ocean
In fledges, over the ice, to three large iflands, that arc

fituate oppofite the mouth of the river Kovyma. But a

voyage which he faid he himfelfhad performed, engaged
^our attention more than any other. He told us, that,

bn the 12th ofMay, 177 1, he failed from Bolcheretzk,

jin Kamtfchatka, in a Ruffian vefTel, to Mareekan,
fione of the Kurile Iflands, where there in a harbour, and

a Ruffian fettlcment. From this ifland, he proceeded

to Japan, v/here his continuance appears to have been

hut fliort ; for, as fbon as the Japanefe knew that he

iand his comipanions profefTed the Chriflian faith, they

^made figns for them to depart ; but did not, fb far as

iwe could underftand him, ofi'er any infuJt or violence.

From Japan he repaired to Canton, in China; and from
thence, in a French fliip, to France. He then travel-

i'led to Peterfburg, and was afterwards fent out again to

I

Kamtfchatka. We could not learn what becam.e of
ijthe veflcl in which he firft embarked, nor what was the

[Iprincipal intention of the voyage. His being unable to

''fpeakone word of the French language, rendered this

ftory rather i'ufpicious ; he feemcd clear, however, as

to the times ofhis arrival at the different places, and of
his departure from theni; which he put dov/n in vvrit-
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The next morning (Friday the i6th), he offered

captain Cook a fea-otter fkin, whichj, he faid, was worth

eighty roubles at Kamtfchatka. The captain;, however,'

thought proper to decHne the offer ; but accepted of

fome dried filh,and feveral ba&ets of the lily, oxJarann6\

root. In the afternoon, Ifmyloff, after having dined

with captain Gierke, left us with all his retinue, but

promifed to return in a few days. Accordingly, on the.

19th, he paid us another vifit, bringing with him the

charts above mentioned, which he permitted captain

Cook to copy J and the contents of which are the f6un->

dation of the following remarks.

Thefe charts were two in number, they were both,

manufcripts, and bore every mark of authenticity. One
of them comprehended the Penfhinfkian fea; the coaft.

of Tartary, as low as the latitude of 41° north i the

Kurile iflands, and the Peninfula of Kamtfchatka. Since

this chart had been made, Wawfeelee Irkcechoff, a na-

val captain, explored, in the year 1758, the coaft of

Tartary, from Okotlk, and the river Amiur, to Japan,

or 41° of northern latitude. We were informed by Mr..

Ifmyloff, that a great part of the fea coaft of Kamtf-.

chatka had been corre61:ed by himfelf; and he defcribed

the inftrument ufed by him for that purpofe, v^iich mufl;

have been a theodolite. He aifo told us, that there wer6.

only two harbours proper for Ihipping, on all the eaftern,

coaft of Kamtfchatka, viz. the bay of Awatft<:a, and the

river Olutora, in the bottom of the gulph of the fame

name \ that there was not one harbour on its weftern

coaft y and that Yamlls: was the only one, except

Okotfk, on all the weftern fide of the Penfhinfkian fea,

,

till we come to the river Amur. The Kurile Iflands

.

contain but one harbour, and that is on the north-eaft;

fide of Mareekan 3 where, as we have already mention-

ed, the Ruffians have a fettlement.

The other chart comprehended all the difcoyeri.es

that the Ruffians had made to the eaftward of Kamtf-

chatka, tov/ards America. That part of the American
coafc, With which Tfcherikoff fell in, is laid down in
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this chart between the latitude of 58^^ and 58I" north,

•and 75® of eaftern longitude, from Okdtil^, or 2i8i°

from Greenwich ; and the place where Beering anchor-

ed in 591° of latitude, and 69!^ of longitude, from O-
kotil^:, or 207" from Greenwich. To fay nothing of

the longitude, which may, from feveral caufes, be er-

roneous, the latitude of the coaft, difcovered by Beer-

ing and Tfcherikofr, particularly that part of it which
was difcovered by the latter, diifers confiderably from
Mr. Muller's chart. Whether the chart now ppoduced

by Ifmylofr, or that of Muller, be moft erroneous in this

refpeft, it may be difficult to determine.

According to Ifmyloff's account, neither the number
nor the fituation of the iilands which are difperfed be-

tween 52'"" and ^^'^ of latitude, in the fpace between
Kamtfchatka and America, is properly afcertained. He
llruck out about a third of them, affuring us, that they

did not exift ; and he confiderably altered the fituation

of others -, which, he faid, was neceffary, from the ob-
fervations v/hich he himfelf had made ; and there was
no reafon to entertain a doubt about this. As thefe

iflands are nearly under the fame parallel, different na-

vigators, mifled by their different reckonings, might
eafily miftake one ifland, or cluftcr of iflands, for ano-

ther ; and imagine they had made a new difcovery,

when they had only found old ones, in a pofition fome-
what different from that which their former vifitorshad

affigned to them.

The ifles of St. Theodore, St. Stephen, St. Abra-
ham, St. Macarious, Sedu6l:ion Ifland, and feveral

others, which are reprefented in Mr. Muller's chart,

were not to be found in this now produced to us ; nay,

Ifmyloff and the other Ruffians afllired captain Cook,
that they had been frequently fought for without effeft.

Neverthclefsj it is difficult to believe, that Mr. Muller

could place them in this chart vv'ithout fome authority.

Captain Cook, hov/evcr, confrding in the teftimony of

thcfe people, v/horn he thought competent witncffes.

VOL. VIII. O o
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omitted them in his chart ; and made fuch corrections

refpefting the other iflandsj as he had reafon to think

Vy^cre neceljary.

We fhaii now proceed to p-jve fome account of the : I

iflands, beginning with thofe which are neareil to Kamtf- i

:

chatka, and com.puting the longitude from the harbour
i

i

of Petropauiowfi'ia, in the bay of Awatflca. The firft i'

is Beering's Ifland, in 55^^ of northern latitude, and 6" |l

of eaftern longitude. At the diftance of ten leagues

from the fouthern extremity of this., in the direction of

eaft by fouth, or eaft-fouth-eaft, ftands Maidenoi Ofiroff^

or the Copper Ifland. The next ifland is Atakou, in

the latitude of 52° 45-' and in the longitude of 15° or

16°. The extent of this ifland is about eighteen leagues,

in the diredion of eaft and v/eft j and it is perhaps the

fame land which Beering fell in with, and to which he

gave the name of Mount St. John.

We next come to a clufi"cr of fix or more iflands ;

two of Vs^hich, Amiluk and Atghka, are of confiderable

extent, and each of them has a good harbour. The
middle of this group lies in the latitude of 52° 30', and

28*^ of longitude from the bay of Awatll>a ; and its ex-

tent is about four degrees, in the direftiou of eafb and

weft. Thefe are the ifles that Ifmylofi faid v/ere to be

removed four degrees to the eafiiward. In the fituation

they have in captain Cook's chart, vv^as a group, com-
prehending ten little iflands, which we were informed,

were entirely to be ftruck out ; and alfo two iflands,

fituate between them and the group to which Oonalafn-

ka appertains. In the place of thefe two, an ifland

named Amoghca, was introduced.

The fituation of many of thefe iflands may, perhaps,

be erroneoufly laid down. But the pofition of the largell:

group, ofwhich OonalafiTkais one of the mofl: confider-

able iflands is free from fuch errors. Moft of the iflands

that compofe this cluil:cr, were feen by us \ their lon-

gitude and latitude were therefore determined with to-

lerable accuracy, particularly the harbour of Samjga-

noodha, in Onalafhka, which muft be confidered as a
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fixed point. This group may be faid to extend as far

as Halibut Ifles, wnich are forty leagues diftant from

Oonaiafhka, towards tiie eaft-north-eait. Within thefe

ides, a paiiage communicating with Briftol Bay, was

marked m llniyioff's chart ; which converts about fif-

teen leagues of the coaft, that captain Cook had fuppo-

fed to be part of the continent, into an nland, named
Ooneemak. This paffage might eafily efcape us, be-

ing, as wc were informed, extremely narrow, iliailow,

and only to be navigated through with boats, or velfels

of very fmall burthen.

From the chart, as well as from the teftimony of If-

myioff and his countrymen, it appears, that this is as far

,as the Ruffians have made any difcoveries, or have ex-

tended themfelvesj fmce the time of Beering. They
all affirmed, that no perfons of that nation had fettled

themfcives fo far to the eaftward, as the place where the

natives gave the note to captain Gierke ; which being

delivered to IfmyiofFfor his perufai, he faid, that it had
been written at Oomanak. From him we procured the

name of Kodiak*, the largcft of Schumagin's Ifland ;

for it had no name affigned to it upon the chart which
he produced. It may not be improper to mention, that

no names were put to the iQands which Ifmyloif faid

were to be flruck out of the chart ; and captain Cook
coniidered this as fome confirmation that they have no
exiftence.

The American continent is here called, by the Ruffi-

ans, as well as by the iilanders, Alafchka j which ap-

pellation, though it properly belongs onl)^ to that part

which is contiguous to Ooneemak, is made vifc of by
them when fpeaking of the American continent in ge-
neral.

This is all the intelligence we obtained from thefe

people, refpefting the geography of this part of the

globe , and perliaps tl.is was all the information tiiey

were able to give. For they repeatedly allured captain

Cook, that they knew of no other iilands, befidcs thofc

* A RuJian fcip had touched at Kodiakia ia the year 1 776.
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which were reprefented upon this chart, and that no-

Ruffian had ever vifited any part of the American con-

tinent to the northward, except that which is oppofite

the, country of the Tfchutfki. If Mr. Stsehlin was not

greatly impofed upon, what couid induce him to pub-

iifh a map fo fingularly erroneous, as his map of the

New Northern Archipelago, in which many of thefe

iflands are jumbled together without the leaft regard to

truth ? Neverthelefs, he himfelf ftyles it " a very accu-

rate little map."
Ifmyloff continued with us till the evening of the 21ft,.

v/hen he took his final leave. Captain Cook intruded

to his care a letter to the Lords of the Admiralty, in-

clofmg a chart of all the northern coaft we had vifited.

Ifmyloff faid their would be an opportunity of tranfmit-

ting it to Kamtfchatka, or Okotik, in the courfe of the

fucceeding fpring ; and that it v/ould be at Peterfburg

the following winter. FIc gave the captain a letter to

major Behm, governor of" Kamtfchatka, who refides at

Bolcheretfe in that peninfula; and another to the com-

manding officer at Peropaulov/&a.

Mr. Ifmyloff feemed to poffefs abilities that might

entitle him to a higher ftation than that in which we

found him. He had confiderable knowledge in aftrono-

my, and in the moll ufeful branches of the mathematics.

Captain Cook made him a prefent of an Hadley's oc-

tant ; and though perhaps, it was the firft he had ever

feen, he very quickly made himfelf acquainted with molt

of theufes to which that inltrument can be applied.

On Thurfday the 2 2d, in the morning, we miade an i

attempt to get out to fea, with the v/ind at fouth-eaft, i

but did not fucceed. In the afternoon of the 23d we
\

were vifited by one Jacob Ivanovitch Scpoihicoff, a I

Ruffian, who commanded a fmall veiTel at Oomanak. =

This man feemed very modeft, and would drink no 1

ftrcng liquor, of which the other Ruffians, whom we '

had men with here, v/ere extremicly fond. He appeared J

to knov/ what fiipplies could be obtained at the harbour
\

of Sr* Peter and St. Paul, and the price of the various .1
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articles, more accurately than Mr. IfmylofF. But, by

all accounts, every thing, we fhould have occafion to

purchafe at that place, was very Tcarce, and bore a high

price. This man informed us, that he was to be at Pe-
tropaulowfka in the enfuing May 5 and, as we under-

ftood, was to have the charge of captain Cook's letter.

He feemed very defirous of having fomc token from the

captain to carry to major Behm -, and to gratify him,

the captain fent a fmali fpying-glafs.

After we had contrafied an acquaintance with thefe

Ruffians, feveral of our gentlemen, at different timesj

vifited tneir fettlement on the iiland, where they always

met with friendly treatment. It confifted of a dweiling-

houfe and two ftore-houfes. Beiides the Ruffians, there

was a number of the Kamtfchadales, and of the Oona-
laflikans, as fervants to the former. Some other natives

of this ifland, who appeared to be independent of the

Ruffians, lived at the- fame place. Such of them as

belonged to the Ruffians, were all of the male fcx ; and

they are either taken or purchafed from their parents,

when young. There were, at prefent, about twenty of
thefe v/ho could be confidered in no other light than as

children. They all refide in the fame houfe, the Ruffi-

ans at the upper end, the Kamtfchadales in the middlcj

and the Oonalaflikans at the lower end, where is fixed

a capacious boiler for preparing their food, which prin-

cipally confifis of fifh, with the addition of wild roots

and berries. There is no great difference between the

firft and laft table, except what is produced by cooke-

ry, by which the Ruffians can make indifferent things

palatable. They drefs whales flefh in fuch a manner
as to make it very good eating ; and they have a kind
ofpan-pudding of fiilmon-roe, beaten up fine and fried,

which is a tolerable fubftitute for bread. They may,
perhaps, occafionally, tafte real bread, or have a diiliin

which flour is one of the principal ingredients. If we
except the juice of berries, which they generally fip at

their meals, they drink no other liquor than pure v/ater;
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and it feems to be very fortunate for them that the}

have nothing ftronger.

As the ifland furnifhes them with fubfiftence, fo ii

does, in fome meafure, with clothing. Tnis is chiefl)

compofed of Ikins. The upper gaimeni, which is made
like a waggoner's frock, reaches down to the knees,

Befides this, they wear a waiftcoat or two, a pair o;

breeches, a fur cap, and a pair of boots, the legs of v/hicli

are formed of fome kind of ftrong gut, but the foles anc

upper-leathers are of Ruffian leather. Their two chiefs.

Ifmyloff and Ivanovitch, wore a calico frock ; and they^

as well as feveral others, had fnirts of fiik.

Many Ruffians are fettled upon all the moft confider-

able iflands between Kamtfchatka and Oonalafhka, for

the purpofe of collefting furs. Their principal objed

is the fea- beaver or otter -, but fkins of inferior value

aifo make apart of their cargoes. We negle6led to in-

quire how long they have had a fettlement upon Oona-
la hka, and the neighbouring iflands ; but if we form
ourjudgment on this point from the great fubjedtion

the natives are under, this cannot be of a very late date*.

Thefe furriers are, from time to time, fucceeded by

others. Thofe we faw arrived here from Okotfk in

1776, and were to return in 178 1.

As for the native inhabitants of this ifland, they are,

to all appearance, 2 very peaceable, inoffenfive race of

people ; and, in point of honelty, they might ferve as

a pattern to the moft civilized nations. But, from what

we faw of their neighbours, with whom the Ruffians

are unconne6led, we have fome doubt whether this was
their original difpoficion ; and are rather incHned to be^

of opinion, that it is the confequence of their prefent

fbare of fubjedlion. Indeed, if we did not mifunderftand

the Ruffians, they had been under the neceffity of mak-s

ing fome fevere examples before they could bring the

illanders into tolerable order. If feverities were really

* According to Mr. Coxe. in his account of the difcoveries

of the llulfians, they began to frequent Oonalaihka in the year

1-72.6.
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infli(5ted at firft, the beit excufe tor them is, that they

have produced the moft beneiicial cfFe6ts ; and, at pre-

fent, tiie greatell harmony lubfiitb between the Ruffians

and the natives. The latter have their ov,^n chiefs in

each ifland, and Teem to enjoy liberty and property with-

out moleitation. Whether taey are tributaries to the

iRuifians, or not, we could never learn ; but we had
feme reaion to fuppofe that they are.

The people of Oonalailika are in general rather

low of itature, but plump and well lliaped. Their

necks are commonly ihort, and they have fvv'arthy chub-

by faces. They have black eyes, and fmall beards.

Their hair is long, black, and ib'aight : the men wear it

loofe behind, and cut before i but tsit v^omen generally

tie it up in a bunch.

The drefs of both fexes is the fame with refpeft to

fafhion, the only difference is in the materials. The frock

worn by the women is made of the fkins of feais y and
that of the men, of the fkins of birds ; both reach below
the knees. This conftitutes the whole drefs of the fe-

males. But, over the frock, the men wear another com-
pofed of gut, which water cannot penetrate -, it has a

hood to it, v/hich is drawn over the head. Some of
them vi^ear boots j and all of them wear a fort of oval

fnouted cap, made of wood, with a rim that admits the

head. They dye thefe caps wich green and other co-

lours ; and round the upper part oi tiie rim, they fix the

long briiiles of fomiC fea-animal, on which glafs beads

are ilrung ; and on the front is a fmall image or tv/o

formed of bone. They do not make ufe of paint ; but

the wom.en punclure their faces fiightly, and both fexes

perforate the lower lip, in v;hich they fix pieces of bone.

But it is as uncommon here to fee a man with this orna-

ment, as to obfervc a woman without it. Some fix

beads to the upper lip under the noflrils ; and they all

fufpend ornaments iii their ears.

Fiih and other fea- animals, birds, roots, berries, and
even fea weed, compofe their food. They dry quan-
tities of fill during the fummer, which they lay up in
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fmall huts for txheir ufe in winter ; and probably, they

preferve berries and roots for the fame feafon ot fear-

city. They eat moft of their provifions raw. Boilino

and broiling were the only methods of cookery that we
faw pra6lifed among them ; and the former they in all

probability learnt from the Ruffians. Some have in

their poffeffion fmall brafs kettles -, and thofe who have

not, make one of a flat ftone, with fides of clay.

Captain Cook once happened to be prefent, when
the cihief of this ifland made his dinner of the raw head

of a large halibut, juft caught. Before any part of it was

given to the chief, two of his fervants eat the gills, with

no other drcfling than fqueezing out the llime. After

this, one of them having cut off the head of the fiih,

took it to the fca, and wafhed it, then came with it, and

fcated himfelf by the chief j but not before he had

pulled up fome grafs, upon a part of which the head

was placed, and the reft was ftrev^ed before the chief.

He then cut large pieces off the cheeks, and put them

within the reach of the chief, who fwailowed them with

sreat fatisfaftion. When he had finiihed his meal, the

remains of the head being cut in pieces, Vv^ere given to

the fervants, who tore off the meat with their teeth, and

gnawed the bones like fo many dogs.

As the Oonalaffikans ufe no paint, they are the lefs

dirty in their perfons than thofe favages who thus be-

fmear themfelves ; but they are full as filthy in their

houfes. The following is their method of building :

they dig, in the ground, an oblong pit, which rarely ex-

ceeds fifty feet in length, and twenty in breadth ; but

the dimenfions are in general fmaller. Over this ex-

cavation they form the roof of wood, which they coyer i

firft with grafs, and then v/ith earth, fo that the exter- '•

nal appearance refembles a dung- hill. Near each end (

of the roof is left a fquare opening, wliich admits the <

light ; one of thefe openings being intended only for n

this purpcfe, and the other being alfo ufed to go in and
J

out by, v/ith the affiftance ofa ladder, or rather a pofl, -

in which fteps are cut. In fome of the houfes there is an
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entrance below, but this is rather uncommon. Round
the fides and ends of the habitations, the families, feve-

ral of which dwell together, have their feparate apart-

ments, where they fleep, and fit at work; nor on benches,

hut in a fort of concave trench, dug entirely round

the infide of the houfe, and covered v/ith mats, fo that

this part is kept pretty clean and decent. The fame
cannot be faid of the middle of the houie, which is com-
mon to all the families. For, though it is covered with

dry grafs, it is a receptacle for every kind of dirt, and
the place where the urine trough flands ; the ftench of

which is by no means improved by raw hides, or lea-

ther, being almoil continually fteeped in it. Behind,

and over the trench, rhey place the tew cffedls that they

have in their poffeffion, fuch as their mats, flcins, and
apparel.

Their furniture confifts of buckets, cans, v/ooden

bowls, fpoons, matted balkets, and fometimes a Ruffian

kettle or pot. All thefe utenfils are made in a very neat

manner; and yet we obfcrved no other tools among them
than the knife and the hacciiet; that is, a fmall flat piece

of iron, made like an adze, by fixing it into a crooked
wooden handle.

Though the Ruffians live among thefe people, v/c

found much lefs iron in poffeffion of the latter, than we
had met Vv^ith amona- other tribes on the neio-hbourinp;

continent of America, who had never feen the Ruffians,

nor perhaps had any intcrcourfe with them. Probably
a few beads, and a fmall quantity of tobacco and fnufF,

purchafe ail they have to fpare. There are few of them
that do not both fmoke and chew tobacco-, and take

^fhum

They did not appear to be very defirous of more
iron, or to want any other inftruments, except fewing

needles, their own being formed of bone. With thefe

they few their canoes, and miake their cloths, and aifo

work very curious embroidery. They ufe, inftcad of

thread, the fibres of finews, which they fplit to the

VOL, VIII. P p
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thicknefs which is required. All fewing is performed

by the females. They are the flioe-makcrs, taylors, i

and boat-builders, or boat-coverers ; for the men, in I

ail probability, conftru6t the Vv'ooden frame, over which ;i

the fkins are fewed. They manufafture mats, and
|

baikets of grafs, which are both ftrong and beautiful. I

There is, indeed, a neatnefs and perfection in moft of

their work, that fhews they are neither deficient in in-

genuity or perfeverance.

We did not obferve a fire place in any one of their

habitations. They are lighted, as well as heated by !

lamps ; which, though fimple effedlually anfwer the
'

purpofe for which they are intended. They confift of a

flat flonc, hollowed on one fide like a plate -, in the hol-

low part they put the oil, mixed with fome dry grafs,

w4iich ferves for a wick. Both fexes often warm them-
f

felves over one of thefe lamps, by placing it between i

their legs, under their garments and fitting thus over it

for feveral minutes. Thefc people produce fire both by i

coUilion and attrition j the firft by finking two flones
i

againfl each other, on one ofw^hich a quantity of brim-

ftone has been previoufly rubbed. The latter method;.:

is performed by means of two pieces of wood, one of '

which is flat, and the other is a flick of the length of I

about a foot and a half. They prefs the pointed end of !

the ftick upon the other piece, whirling it nimbly round
]

as a drill, and thus fire is procured in a few minutes. l

This method is common in many countries. It is not '

only pra6tifed by thefe people, but alfo by the Kamt- -^

fchadaks, the Greenlanders, the Otaheitans, the New j

Hollanders, and the Brazilians, and probably by other i

nations. Some men of learning and genius have

founded an argument on this cufrom, to prove that this |

and that nation are of the fame extradlion. But cafual
^

agreements, in a few particular inftanccs, will not w^holly I

authorize fuch a conclufion ; nor on the other hand, J

will difagreement, either in manners or cufloms, be-
,^

tween two different nations, prove of courfe that they i

are of different extradion. 1
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We faw no ofFenfive, nor even defenfive weapon
among the natives of Oonalafuka. It can fcarcely be

fuppofed that the Ruffians found them in fuch a de-

fencelefs (late j it is rather to be imagined^ that, for

their own feciirity, they have difarmed them. Poli-

tical motiveSj likewife, may have induced the Ruffians

not to permit thefe iilanders to have any large canoes -,

for we can hardly believe they had none fuch originally,

as we found them among all their neighbours. How-
ever, we obferved none here except two or three that

belono-ed to the RufTians,

The canoes in ufe among the natives, are fmaller

than any of thofc we had (ttn upon the coaft of Ame-
rica, from which, however, they differ but little in their

conftru6lion. The form of thcfe terminates fomewhat
abruptly y the head is forked, and the upper point of
the fork proje6ts whitout the under one, which is level

with the furface of the water. It is remarkable that

they fhould thus conftru6l them, for the fork generally

catches hold of every thing that comes in the way ; to

prevent which, they fix a piece of fmail ilick from one
point to the other. In other refpefts they build their

canoes after the manner of thofe of the Efquimaux and
Greenlanders ; the frame being of flender laths, and the

covering of the ficins of feals. They are about tv^^elve

feet in length, eighteen inches in breadth in the mid-
dle, and twelve or fourteen inches in depth. They
fometimes carry two perfons, one of v/hom fits in the

feat, or round hole, which is nearly in the middle ; and
the other is ftretched at full length in the canoe. Round
this hole is a rim or hoop of wood, about which gur-

fkin is fewed, which can be drawn together, or open-
ed like a purfe, with leathern firings fitted to the outer

tdge. The man that fits in this place, draws the Hvin tight

about his body over his gut-froek, and brings the eiids

of the thongs, or purfe-flrings, over his fhoulder.

The fleeves of his frock are faftened tight round his

wrifts ; and it being clofe round his neck, and the hood
^"'^nno- drawn over his head, where his cap corlfines it^
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v;ater cannot eafily penetrate, either into the canoe, or

to his body. If, however, any water foouid find means

to infmuate itfelf, the boatman dries it up widi a piece

of fpunge. He makes ule of a double bladed paddle,

-which is held with both hands in the middle, itriking

the water firft on one fide, and then on the other, with
|

3, quick regular motion. Thus the canoe is impelled
;

at a great rate, and in a diredionpcrfedly ftraight. In

failing from Egoochfhac to Samganoodha, though our

fhip v/ent at the rate of feven miles an hour, two or *

three canoes kept pace Vy'ith her.

Their implements for hunting and fifliing lie ready i

upon their canoes, under ftraps hxed for the purpofe, ,!

They are all extremely well made of wood and bone,
,

and are not very different froni thcfe ufed by the Green-
\

landers. The only difference is in the point of the
|

middle dart 5 which in fome that we faw at this ifiand,
;

does not exceed an inch in len^nh : whereas thofe of the (

Greenlanders, according to Grant?., are about eighteen
J

inches long. Indeed thefe darts, as well as fome !

others of their inffruments, are extremely curious, -,

Their darts are generally made of fir, and are abou|||

four feet in length. One end is formed of bone, inta'^i

which, by means of a focket, another fmall piece of ;

bone, which is barbed, is fixed, but contrived in fuch ^ 1

fiianner, as to be put in and taken out without trouble : i

this is fecured to the middle of the ftick by a ftrong, ;

though thin piece of twine, compofcd of finews. The ',

bird, fiih, or other animal is no fooner ftruck, than ;

the pointed bone flips out of the focket, but remains
'

fixed in its body by means of the barb. The dart then
;

ferves as a float to trace the animal, and alfo contributes
;

to fatigue it confidcrably, fo that it is eahly taken.
\

They throw thefe darts by the afliflance of a thin piece
j

of wood, twelve or fourteen inches long j the middle

of this is nightly hollowed, for the better reception of

the weapon ; and at the termination of the hollow^ ]

which does not extend to the end, is fixed a fhort poin-

ted piece of bone, to prevent the dart from flipping,
;
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The other extremity is furniflied with a hole for the

reception of the fore-finger, and the fides are made to

coincide with the other fingers and thumb, in order to

grafp with greater firmnef. The natives throw thefc

darts to the diflance of eighty or ninety yards, with

great force and dexterity. They are exceedingly experc
jn ftriking filh both in the fea, and in rivers. They
alfo ufe hooks and lines, net and wiers. The lines

arc formed of twifted linews, and tlie hooks of bone.

Whales, porpoifes, grampiifes, halibut, fword-fifl^

falmon, trouf, cod, foals, fiac-filli, and feveral other

forts, are found here •> and there may be many more
that we had not an opportunity of feeing. Salmon and
halibut appear to be in the greatefb plenty; and on them
the people of thefe ifles principally fubfifb ; at leaft,

they were the only fort of fifh, except cod, that we ob-
ferved to be laid up for their winter ftore.

Seals, and all that tribe of fea-animals, are not fo nu-

merous as they are in many other feas. Nor can this

he thought furprifing, fince there is hardly any part of
the coaft, on either continent, nor any of thefe iflands,

fituate between them, but what is inhabited, and whofc
inhabitants hunt thefe animals for their food and cloth-

ing. Sea-horfes are, indeed, to be found in prodigious

numbers about the ice ; and the fea-otter is fcarce any
where to be met with but in this fea. An animal was
fometimes feen by us, that blew after the manner of
whales. It had a head refembling that of a feal. It was
larger than that animal, and its colour was white, with

dark fpots interfperfed. This was perhaps the manati^ or

fea-cow.

Water-fowls are neither found here in fuch numbers,
nor in fuch variety, as in the northern parts of the At-
lantic Ocean. However there are fome in thefe parts,

that we do not recoiled: to have feen in other countries;

particularly the alca moncchroa of S teller, and a black and
white duck, which we judge to be different from the

ftone-duck that Krafheninikoff has defcribed in his Hif-
tory of Kamtfchatka. All the other birds we favv arc
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mentioned by this author, except fome which we ob-

ferved near the ice : and the greatefb part of thefe, if

not all, have been defcribed by Martin, in his voyage to
li

Greenland. It is fomewhat extraordinary, that pen-
j,

guinsj which are fo frequently met Vv'ith in many parts
|,

of the world, Ihould not be found in this fea. Alba- ji

troffes too are extremely fcarce here. The few land- ij

birds, feen by us are the fame with thofe of Europe ,
j;

but there were probably many others which we had no I

opportunity of obferving. A very beautiful bird was
j

ihot in the woods at Norton Sound -, which, v/e under- I

Hand, is fometimes found in England, and known by
j

the appellation of chatterer. Our people faw other fmall ]

birds there, but in no great abundance of variety ; fuch «

as the bull-finch, the wood-pecker, the yellow-finch,

and tit-moufe.
j

Our excurlions and obfervations being confined to
j

the fea-coafl, we cannot be expected to have much
j

knowledge of the animals or vegetables of the country.
I

There are few other infedts befides mufquitoes, and we
j

faw few reptiles except lizards. There are no deer at
j

Oonalaflika, or any of the neighbouring iilands ; nor !

are there any domeftic animals, not even dogs. Weafels

and foxes were the only quadrupeds we obferved j but

the natives told us, that they had likewife hares, and

the marmottas mentioned by Kraiheninikoff. Hence it

appears, that the inhabitants procure the greateft fhare

of their food from the fea and rivers. They are alfo

indebted to the fea for all the wood which they ufe, for

building, and other necefiary purpofes ; as there is not

a tree to be feen growing upon any of the iflands, nor

upon the neighbouring coaft of the continent.

The feeds of plants are faidto be conveyed, by va-

rious means, from one part of the world to another j

even to iflands lying in the midll of cxtenfive oceans,

and far diftant from any other lands. It is therefore re-

markable, that there are no trees growing on this part I

of the American continent, nor upon any of the adja-

cent illes. They are doubtlefs as well fituated for re-?
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ceiving feeds, by the various ways we have heard of, as

thofe coafts vv'hich have plenty of wood. Nature has,

perhaps, denied to fome foils the power of raifmg trees,

without the affiftance of art. With refped to the drift-

wood, upon the lliores of thefe iflands, we have no
doubt of its coming from America. For though there

i may be none on the neighbouring coaft, a fuflicient

; quantity may grow farther up the country, v/hich may
be broken loofe by torrents in the fpring, and brought
down to the fea ; and not a little may be conveyed from

, the woody coafts, though fituated at a more confidera-

i

ble diftancc.

j

Plants are to be found in great variety at Oonalafhka.

!
Several of them are fuch as we meet with in Europe,
and alfo in Newfoundland, and other parts of America j

and others of them, which are likewife found in Kamtf-
chatka, are eaten by the natives both there and here.

Of thefe, KraflieninikofFhas favoured us with defcrip-

tions. The principal one is the faranne, or lily root j

which is about as large as a root of garlic, round, and
compofed of a number of fmall cloves and grains.

^

When boiled, it fqmewhat refembles faioop j the tafte

,
of it is not difagreeable. It does not appear to be in

I great abundance.

\
Among the food of the natives v/e may reckon fome

i Other wild roots -, the ftalk of a plant not unlike ange-

\
lica j and berries of different fpecies, fuch as cran-ber-

ries, hurtle-berries, bramble-berries, and heath- berries :

befides a fmail red berry, which in Newfoundland, is

I denominated partridge-berry; and another brown berry,

with which we were unacquainted. This has fomewhac

;

of the tafte of a floe, but is different from it in everv

\
other refpe(5t. When eaten in a confiderable quantity

! it is very aftringent. Brandy may be diftiiled from it.

J Captain Gierke endeavoured to preferve fom.e j but
they fermented, and became as ftrong as if they had

j
been fteeped in fpirits.

I .
There- were feverai plants which were ferviceabie to

usj but are not ufed either by the Ruffians or the na-
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tives. Thefe were pea-tops, wild purflain, a fort of ]

fcurvy-^rafs, creffes, and a few others. We found all

thefe very palatable, whether dreffed in foups or in

fallads. The vallies and low grounds abound with grafs,

which grows very thick, and to a great length We
are of opinion, that cattle might fabfift at Oonalafhka

in every feafon of the year, without being houfed. ihe

foil, in many places, appeared to be capable of produ-

cino- grain and vegetables. But, at preient, the Ruffian

trade?s, and the natives, feem contented with the fpon-

taneous produ£lions of nature.

We obferved native fulphur among the people ot

this iHand ; but we could not learn where they procur-

ed it We alfo found ochre, and a ftone that affords,

a purple colours befidesanother that gives a good green.

This laft, in its natural ftate, is of a greyilh green hue,

coarfe, and heavy. It readily diffolves in oil ;
but when,

it is put into water, it altogether lofes its properties

As for the ftones about the lliore and hills, we perceived

in them nothing that was extraordinary.

The Oonalafhkans inter their dead on the tops ot

hills, and raife over the grave a little hillock. One of

the natives, who attended captain Cook in a walk into

the country, pointed out feveral of thefe repofitones of

the dead. There was one of them, by the fide ot the (

road, that had a heap of ftones over it ;
and all who i

paffed it, added a ftone to the heap. In the country
]

were feen feveral ftone hillocks, that feemed to have

been artificially railed. Some of them were, to appear-

^

ance, of great antiquity.
_

We are unacquainted with the notions of thele pco-
,

pie refpefting the deity, and a future Hate. We are.

eoually uninformed with regard to their diverfions;;

having f^en nothing that could give us an infight into^

cither. t,
'

They are extremely chearful and friendly among each^

other ; and they always treated us with great civility..

The Ruffians faid they never had any connechon witti
^

their women, on account of their not being cnnitians..
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Our people, hovv'everj were lefs fcrupulous ; and fome
ofthem had reafon to repent, that the women of Oona-
laflika encouraged their addrefles j for their health was

injured by a diitemper that is not wholly unknown here.

The natives are alfo fubjeft to the cancer, or a com-
plaint of a fimilar nature, which thofe who are attacked

by it are ftudious to conceal, 'They do not appear to

be long-lived. We did not fee a perfon, man or wo-
man, whom we could fuppofe to be fixty years of age.;

and v/e obferved very few who feemed to exceed fifty.

We have occafionally mentioned, from the time of

our arrival in Prince William's Sound, how remarkably
the inhabitants on this north -wefl:ern fide of America
refemble the Efquimaux and Greenlanders in various

particulars of perfon, drcfs, weapons, canoes, and the

like. We were, however, much lefs ftruck with this,

than with the affinity fubfifting between the dialeds of

the Greenlanders and Efquimaux, and thofe of Oona-
lafhka and Norton's Sound. But we muft obferve, with

refpc6t to the vv^ords which w^ere coilefted by us on this

fide of America, that too much ftrefs is not to be laid

upon their being accurately reprefentcd ; for, after the

death of Mr. Anderfon, we had few Vvho took any
great degree of pains about fuch matters; and we have
often found that the fame word, written down by tv/o

or more perfons, from the mouth of the fame native,

differed confiderably, on being comipared together,

Neverthelefs, enough is certain to authorife this judg-
ment, and there is great reafon to fuppofe, that allthefe

nations are of the fame extraclion 3 and if that be the

cafe, there is little doubt of there being a northern com-
munication by lea, bctvv^cen the v/eftcrn fide of Ameri-.

ta, and the eaftern fide, through Baffin's Bay. ; which
communication, however, is perhaps effcftualiy fhut

lip againit ihips, by ice, and other obfliruftions ; fuch,

at icatl,. was captain Cook's opinion at this time.

The tides in thefe parts are not very confiderable,

except in Cook's River. The iiood comes from the

VOL. VIII.
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fouth or foutKeaft, following the diredlion of the coal

to the north-weft. Between Cape Prince of Wales an<

Norton-Sound, we found a current fetting towards th !

north-weftj particularly off that Cape, and within Sledgi

'

Ifland, This current, however, extended but a littl, i

way from the coaft, and was neither confiftent nor uni:

!

form. To the north of Cape Prince of Wales, we ob I

ferved neither tide nor current, either on the coaft o
j

America, or that of Afia. This circumftance gave rifr
'

to an opinion which fome of our people entertained i

that the two eoafts v/ere conne6led either by land oi I

ice ; and that opinion received fome degree of ftrength :i

from our never having any hollow v/aves from thd;

north-ward, and from our feeing ice almoft the whok'l

way acrofs.
j

From the obfervaticns made during our continuance I

in the harbour of Samganoodha, its latitude is 53" 5 |i

north, and its longitude 193° 29'' 45'^ eaft. 1'

On Monday the 26th of Oftober, we failed froHi;

Samganoodha harbour, when^ the w^ind being foutherly, I

we ftood to the w^eftward. We intended to proceed to ^

the Sandwich Mands, in order to pafs a few 6f the win-

'

tcr months there, if we fliould meet with the neceffary'^

refreftiments, and then advance in our progrefs toi*

Kamtfchatka, fo as to arrive there about the middle of 1

May in the enfuing year. This being determined 0K,ji

the Commodore gave captain Clerke inftrudlions fcfjl

proceeding in cafe of feparation ; Sandwich Iflands

being appointed for the firft place of rendezvous ^ and,

forthe fecond, Petropaulowflxa, ip Kamtfchatka. Hav-'

ing got out of the harbour, the wind veered to the fouth

eaft, with which we were carried to the weftern pointjj

of Oonalafnka, by the evening. Here the wind was at

fouth, and we ftretched to the weftward till the next:

morning at feven, at which time we wore, and ftood to

the eaft. The wind had now fo greatly increafcd, as

to reduce us to our three courfes. It blew in heavy

fqualls, accompanied wich rain, hail, and fnow.
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In the morning of the 28th, at about nine o'clock,

Oonalallika bore fouth-eaft, about four leagues diflant.

The ftrength of the gale was much abated, and, to-

wards the evening, inlenfibly veered round to the eaft,

andfoon after got to north-eaft, increafing to a very

:hard gale, attended with rain.

I

At half after fix, in the morning of the 29thj we dif~

icovered land, which we fuppofed to be the ifland

Amoghta. At eight, the wind having veered to the

weftward, vv^e could not weather the iiland, and gave
over plying -, bearing away for Oonalafhka, in order to

go to the north of it, not daring, in fo hard a gale of
wind, to attempt a paffage to the fouth-eaft of it. When
•we bore away, the land was about four leagues diftant.

The longitude was 191^ 17'', and the latitude ^2" 3^'-

The Ruffian map is very inaccurate in the fituation of
this ifland.

Steering to the north-eaft, we difcovered, at eleven

o'clock, a rock, elevated like a tower, bearing north-

nerth-eaft, at the diftance of about four leagues. The
latitude was 53° 57', and the longitude 191'' 2'. We
got fight of Oonaiafhka about three, in the afternoon,

when we fliortened fail, and hauled the wind, being un^
able to get through the palfage before nigRt. On the

20th, at day- break, having a very hard gale at wefl-

north-wefl, with heavy fqualls and fnow, we bore away
under courfes, and clofe reefed top- fails. About noon
we were in the middle ©f the ftrait, and got through
it at three in the afternoon, Cape Providence bearing

weft-fouth-weft ; the wind at weil-north-wefl, blew a

ftrong gale, with fair weather.

On the 2d of November, the v/ind was at fouth -,

and, in the evening, blew a violent ftorm, which oc-

cafioned us to bring to. Several guns were fired by the

Difcovery, which we immediately anfv/ered. W"e loft

fight of her at eight, and faw no more of her till eight

the next morning. She joined us at ten -, when, the

fi^ight of the gale being over, an4 the wind having
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veered to north-north-weft, we made fail, and purfued

our courfe to the fouthward.

In the morning of Saturday the yth, a iliag, or ccr^

moranr, fiew often round the i'hip. As it is not comrr

mon for thefe birds to go far out of the fight of land,

we fuppofed there were fome at no great diftance.;

though we could not difcovcr any. Having but little

wind in the afternoon, captain Cierke came on board

v/ith fomie melancholy intelligence. He intormed us,

that the fecond night after we departed from Samga-

noodha, the main tack of the Difcovery gave way, by

which accident one man v/as killed, and the boatfwain,

with two or three others, v/ounded. He added that his

fails and rigging received coniiderable damage on the.

jd, and that he fired the guns as a fignal to bring to. .

On the 8th, we had a gentle breeze at north, wi^.

clear weather. On the ^th, we had eight hours calra,

To this fucceededa wind from the fouth, accom.panied

with fair v/eather. Such of our people as could handle,

a needle, were now employed to repair the fails -, and

the. carpenters were direcled to put the- boats in order,

At noon, on the 1.2th, the wind returned to the north-

ward, and veered to theeafton the 15th. We now faw

a tropic bird, and a dolphin ; the firft we had obferved

in our paffage. On the 17th, the wind was fouthward,

where it remained till the 19th in the afternoon, v/hen

it w^s inilantly. brought round by the weft to the north,

by a fquall of wind and rain. The wind increafed to a

very ftrong gale, and brought us under double reefed

top-fails. In lovv^ering the miain-top-fail, in order to

reef it, the force of the wind tore it out of the foot-rope, s

and it v^^as fplit in feveral parts. We got, however,

:

another top-fail to the yard the next morning. W«
fteeredto the fouthward till the 25 th, at day -light, when

;

vv^e were in the latitude of 20*^ 55^.

The next morning, at day-break, land Vv^as difcovecr.

ed, extending from fouth fouth-eaft to weft. We ftood

for it, and at eight o'clock, it extended from fouth-eaft

to vfeft, the neareft part .about two ieagnes diftant. W^
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DOW Dcrceived that our difcovery of the group of Sand-

wich lilands had been very imperfedi:, thofe which wc
had vifrted in our progrefs northwards all lying to the

leeward of our prefent ftation.

An elevated hill appeared-in the country, whole fum-

mit rofe above the clouds. The land, irom this hill,

fell in a gradual flope, terminating in a fteep rocky coaft;

the fea breaking againil it in a rnoft dreadful furf. Un-
able to weather the iiland, v^^e bore up, and ranged to

the w^eftward. VVe now perceived people on many
parts of the lliore, and feveral houfes and plantations.

The country appeared to be well fupplied with wood
and water, and ftreams v/ere feen, in various places fail-

ing into the fea.

It being of the utmofl importance to procure a pro^

per fupply of provifions at theft iilands, which could

not poUibly be accomplillied, if a free trade with the

natives were to be permitted ; captain Cook publiihed

an order, prohibiting all perfons on board the lliips from
trading, except thofe appointed by himfelfand captain

Gierke -, and thefe were under limitations of trading

only for provifions and refrefhmen.ts. Injundlions v/ete

alfo laid againit the admittance of women into the ihips,

but under certain reftriftions. But the evil, which was
intended to have been prevented by this regulation, had

'

already got amongft them.

About noon, the coaft extended from fouth-eail to

north-weft, the neareft ftiore three miles diftant, in the

latitude of 2c^ 59% and the longitude of 203° 50'. Some
canoes came olf, and, when they got along-fide, many
of the conduiftors of them came into the ihip without

hefitation. We perceived that they were of the. famiC

nation as thofe iilanders more to the leeward, which had

already been vifited by us ; and, as we underftcod, they

were no ftrangers to our having been there. It was,

indeed,, too evident ;' thefe people having got the ve-

neriai difeafe among them ; which they probably con-

tracted by an intercourfc with their neighbours, after

^we had left them.
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Our vifitors fuppliedus with a quantity of cuttle-flfh

in exchange for nails and iron. They brought but little

fruit or roots, but faid they had plenty of them on their

ifland, as well as of hogs and fowls. The horizon being-

clear, in the evening, we fuppofed the weftcrnmoft land

that we could fee, to be an iiland, diftindt from that off

which we now were. Expecting the natives would re-

turn the next day, with the produce of their iiland, we
plyed off the whole night, and flood clofe in fhore the

next morning. At firft we were viiited but by few, but,

towards noon, many of them appeared, bringing with

them potatoes, taro, bread-fruit, plantains, and fmall

pigs, all of which were bartered for iron tools and nails,

v,'e having fev/ other articles to give them. We traded

with them till about four in the afternoon, at which time

they had difpofed of all their cargoes j and, not expref-

fmg any inclination to fetch more, we immediately made
fail.

On the jcth, in the afternoon, being off the north-

eaft end of the ifland,fome more canoes came off. Thefe
principally belonged to Terreeoboo, i chief who came
in one of them. He made the Commodore a prefent

of two or three pigs j and we procured a little fruit by

bartering with the other people. In about two hours

they all left us, except feven or eight who chofe to re-

main on board. Soon after, a double failing canoe ar-

rived to attend upon them, which we towed ailern the

whole night. In the evening, another iiland was fttn

to the windward, called, by the natives, Ow^j^^^. That,

which we had feen for fome days, was called Moijoee.

At eight in the morning, on the ift of December,
Owhyhee extended from fouth-eaft to fouth-weft. Per-

ceiving that we could fetch Owhyhee, we flood for it,

\vhen our vifitors from Mowee thought proper to cm-
bark in their canoes, and went alhore. We fpent the

night, ftanding off and on the north fide of Owhyhee.
On the 2d ofDecember, in the morning, to our great

furprife, we faw the fummits of the mountains covered

with fnow. Though they were not of an extraordinary
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height, the fnow, in fome places, appeared to be of a

confiderable depth, and to have remained there fome
time. Drawing near the fhore, fome of the natives ap-

proached us, who appeared a little fhy at firft, but we •

prevailed on fome of them to come on board -, and, at

length, induced them to return to the ifland, to bring a

fupply ofwhat we wanted. We had plenty of company
after thefe had reached the lliore, who brought us a

tolerable fupply of pigs, fruit, and roots. We traded

with them till about fix in the eveninc;, when we flood

off, in order to ply to windward round the ifland.

An eclipfe of the moon was obferved in the evening

of the 4th. Mr. King ufed, for the purpofe of obfer-

vation, a night-telefcope, with a circular aperture at the

objeft end. The Commodore obferved with the tele-

fcope of one of Ramfden's fextants.

In the evening of the 6th, being near the fhore and
five leagues further up the coafl, we again traded with

the natives ; but, receiving only a trifling fupply, we
ftood in the next morning, when the number of our
vifitors was confiderable, with whom we trafficked till

two in the afternoon. We had now procured pork,

fruit, and roots, fufficient to fupply us for four or five

days. We therefore made fail, andflill plyed to wind-^

ward.

Captain Cook having procured a great quantity of
fugar-cane, and having, upon a trial, difcovered that a

deco6lion of it made very palatable beer, he ordered

fome of it to be brewed for our general ufe; but, on the

broaching of the cafl<s, not one of the crew would even
tafle it. The Commodore having no other motive in

preparing this beverage, than that of preferving our

fpirits for a colder climate, neither exerted his autho-

rity, nor had recourfe to perfuaflon, to induce tliem to

drink it ; well knov/ing that, fo long as we could be

plentifully fuppiied with other vegetables, there was no
danger of the fcurvy. But, that he might not be dif-

appointed in his views, he ordered that no grog fliould

be ferved in either of the Ihips. The Commodore, and
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his officers^ continued to drink this fugar-cane beer,

whenever materials could be procured for brev/ing it.

Some hopsj which we had on board, improved it much -,

and, it was doubtlefs, extremely v/hokfomie ; though

the captain's inconfiderate crew, could not be perfuaded

but that it was injurious to their health.

Innovations, of whatever kind, on board a iliip, are 'i

fure to meet with the difapprobation of the feamen, >

though ever fo miuch to their advantage. Portable foup, ;i!

and four krout v/ere condemned, at firft, as improper 4

food for human beings. Few commanders have intro- ,;

duced more ufeful varieties of food and drink into their ^

Ihips, than captain Cook has done. Few others, indeed,
|

have had the opportunities, or have been driven to the
|

neceffity of trying fuch experiments. It was, neverthe-
[j

lefs, owing to certain deviations from eftabliihed prac- i

tice, that he was enabled, in a great degree, to preferye .^

his people from the fcurvy, a diilemper that has often
|!

made more havock in peaceful voyages, than the enemy 't

in military expeditions. t

Having kept at fome diftance from the coaft, till the
p

ijth^ we ftood in again, fix leagues more to wind- 'i

ward ; and, after trading with the natives who came off
j

to us, returned to fea. We alfo intended to have ap- i

proached the fhore again on the 15th, togetafrefh fup- ;

ply of fruit and roots ; but the v/ind happening to be
'

then at fouth-eaft, we embraced the opportunity ot |:l

Itrctching to the eaftward, in order to get round the :t

fouth-eait end of the ifland. The wind continued at

fouth-eaft the greateft part of the i6th ; on the 17th

it was variable j and on the i8th it was continually
j^

veering. Sometimes it blew in hard fqualls ; and, at^J

other times, it was calm, with thunder, lightning, and

rain. The wind was wefterly for a few hours in the

afternoon ; but it fhifted, in the evening, to eaft by

fouth. The fouth-eaft point of the ifland nov/ bore

fouih-v/eft by fouth, diftant about five leagues, and we
expcftcd that we fliouid be able to weather it ; "out it

beca:r.c cahn at one the next mornino;, ajid we were
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' left wholly at the mercy of a north-eafler'y fwell, which
greatly impelled us towards the land 5 infomuch thatj

before morning, lights were fecn upon the fhore, which
was then about the diftance of a league. It was a dark

night, with thunder, lightning, and rain.

A breeze from the fouth-eaft fucceeded the calm at

I about three, blowing in fqUalls, with rain. At day-

;
break, the coaft" extended from north by weft, to fouth-

weft by weft, about half a league diftant ; a moft dread-

ful furf breaking in upon the fhore. We had certainly

i been in the moft imminent danger ; from which we
were not yet fecure, the wind veering more eafterly ,

;
fo that, for a confiderable time, we were but juft able

to keep our diftance from the coaft. Our firuation was'

rendered the more alarming, by the leach-rope of the

main-top-fail giving way, in c'onfequence of which the

fail was rent in two ; the top-gallant fails giving way in

the fame manner. We foon, however, got others to

the yards, and left the land aftern. The Difcovery

was at fome diftance to the north, entirely clear from
the land : nor did fhe appear in fight till eight o'clock.

It is an obvious remark, that the bolt ropes to our

fails are extremely deficient in ftrength or fubftance,

• This has frequently been the fource of infinite labour

! and vexation j and occafioned the lofs of much canvas

by their giving way. It was, upon this occafion, ob-

ferved by captain Cook, that the cordage, canvas, and
' other ftores, made ufe of in the navy, are inferior, in

general, to thofe ufed in the mcrchant-fervice.

The Commodore alfo obferved that an opinion pre-

vailed among all naval officers, that the king's ftores

were fuperior to any others : no fhips being fo well

fitted out as thofe of the navy. They may be right, he
admits, as to the quantity ^ but, he apprehends, not

•: •With refpeft to the quality of the ftores. This, indeed,
' is not often tried 3 for thefe things are ufually condem-

I
hed, or' converted to other ufcs, before they are half

^orn out. Only fuch voyas-es as ours afford an op-
R ^
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portunitv of making the trial; our fituation being fuah^

as to render it neceffary to wear every thing to the

extreme*.

When day-light appeared, the natives afliore exhi-

bited a white flag, as a iignal, we imagined of peace and
friendihip. Many of them ventured out after us ; but,

as the wind freOiened, and we v/ere unwilling to wait,.

they were prefently left ailern. In the afternoon, we
made another attempt to weather the eaitern extreme,.

in which we failed i when the commodore gave it

up, and ran down to the Difcovery,

Our getting round the idand was indeed, a matter of

no importance , for we had feen the extent of it to the

fouth-caft, which was ail the commodore aimed at-; the

natives having informed us, that there was no other

illand to the windward of this. But, as we were fo near

accompliiliing our defign, we did not intirely abandon.

the idea of weathering it, and continued to ply.

At noon, on the aoth, the fouth-eafc point bore

fouth, at the diftance of three leagues. The fnowy
hills bore weft-north-weil; and we were within four

miles of th© neareft fhore. We were vifited, in the

afternoon, by fome of the natives, who came off m\

their canoes," bringing with them pigs and plantains^"

The latter were highly acceptable,, we having been.

without vegeta.bles for fome days ; but this was fo in-

Gonfiderable a fupply, (hardly fuilicient for on£ day)„

that we flood in the next morning, till within about

four miles of the land, when a number of canoes come
off, laden with proviiionso The people in them con-

tinued trading with us till four o'clock in the afternoon;

at which time we had got a good fupply; we thercfori;;

made fail, ftretching off to the northv/ard.

We met with lefs referve and fufoicion, in our in-

tercourfe with the people of this illand, than we had-

* Captain Cook, in this particular, appears to be miftaken ; the

Befl: cordage being made in the King's yard. In time of war, in-

deed, when the cordage is, from neceffity fupplied. by contraft^

fome of an inferior quality may fometimes be made.
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ever experienced among any cribe of favagcs. They
I iifcquently fent up into the fhip, i-he articles they meant

\ to barter, and afterwards came in thetiifcives, to traf-

fic on the Quarter deck. The inhabitants of Otaheite,

whom we have fo ofiien vifited, have not that confi-

dence in our integrity. Whence it may be inferred,

that thofe of Owhyhee are more faithful in their deal-

i
iflgs with e^ich other, than the Otaheitans.

It is but juftice to obferve, that they never attempt-

*ed to over-reach us in exchanges, nor to commit a

\ 'fingle theft. They perfedly underfLand trading, and

I

clearly comprehended the reafon of our plying upon

j
the coaft. For though they brought oB^ plenty of pigs,

i .and other provifions, they v/ere particular in keeping

I

%ip their price j and, rather than diipofe of thena at an

i ^undervalue, would carry them to fliore again.

At eight in the morning of the 2 id, we tacked to

the fouthvvard. At noon, the fnowy peak bore fouth-

weft. We ftood to the fouth-eail till mid-night, when
we tacked to the north till four. We had hopes of

weathering the ifland, and fhoulcl have facceeded, if a

calm had not enfued, and left us to the mercy of a

; fwell, which impelled us towards the land, from which
v/t were not above the diftance of two leagues. Some
light puffs of wind, however, took us out of danger.

; Whilfl: we lay in this fituation, fome iiianders came off

with hogs, fowls, and fruit. From one of the canoes

we got a goofe, which was not larger thian a Mufcovv
duck. The colour of its plumage was dark grey, and
the bill and legs were black.

After purchaling what the natives had broi'ght off,

we made fail, and fbretched to the north. At mid-
! «ight we tacked, and itood to the fouch eatt, Iraa-

I

gining the Difcovery v/ould fee us tack, we emitted
' the fignal ; but it afterwards appeared that ilie did not

fee us, and continued (landing to the north ; for, the

Ticxt' morning, at day-light, iht was not to be feen.

But, as the weather was now hazy, we could not fee

tari it was therefore poilible that the Difcovery might
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be following us. At noon, we were in the latitude of

ig° 55', and in the longitude of 205° 3'^ and we were

two leagues from the nearelt part of the ifland. In the

evening, at fix, the fcuthernmoft part of the iiland bore

fouth-wefi:, the neareft fhore about feven miles diftant.

We had, therefore, now fucceeded in our endeavours,

in getting to the windward of the ifland.

The Difcovery was not yet within fight, but as the

wind was favourable for her to follow us, we expedled

fhe fnould Ihortly join us. We kept cruifing off this

point of the ifland, till Captain Gierke v/as no longer

expedled here. It was, at length, conjectured, that

he was gone to leeward in order to meet us that way,

not having been able to w^eather the north-eaft part of

the ifland.

Keeping generally from five to ten leagues from the

land, only one canoe came off to us till the 28th; at

\yhich time we were attended by about a dozen, bring-

ing, as ufual, the produce of the ifland. We were

concerned that the people had been at the trouble of

coming, as we could not pofllbly trade with them, not

having yet confumed our former fliock ; and experience

had convinced us, that the hogs could not be kept

alive, nor the roots be many days preferved from pu- I

trcfadiion. We meant, however, not to leave this
i

part of the ifland till we had got a fupply, as we could

not eafiiy return to it, if it fhould hereafter be found

necefl^ary. On the 30th, we began to be in want, ,

but a calm prevented us from approaching the fl:ore. ^

A breeze, however, fprung up at mid-night, which ^

enabled us to fl:and in for the land at day-break. At
\

ten o'clock the iflanders vifited us, bringino- with them (

a quantity of fruit and roots, but onlv three fmall pigs. J

This fcanty fupply was, perhaps, occafioned by our '

not having purchafed thofe which had lately been 1

brought off. I

For the purpofes of trafnc vvc brought to, but we 1

were fliorrly interrupted with an excefnve rain ; and,
1

ijuieed, we were too far from the fiicre 3 nor could v/e
j
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venture to go nearer, as we could not, for a moment,
depend upon the wind's continuing where it was. The
fwell, too, was extremely high, and fet obliquely upon
the fhore, where it broke in a moft frightful furf. We
had fine weather in the evening, and paJtTed the night

in making boards. Before day-break, on the ift of

January, 1779, the atmofphere was laden with heavy
clouds ; and the new year was ufhered in with a heavy
rain. We had a light breeze foutherly, with fome
calms. At ten, the rain ceafed, the Iky became clear,

and the wind freihened.

Being now about four or five miles from the fhore,

fome canoes arrived with hogs, fruit, and roocs. We
traded with the people in the canoes, till three in the

afternoon; when, being pretty well fupplied, we made
fail, in order to proceed to the iee-fide of the ifland,

in fearch of the Difcovery. We fcretched to the eaft-

ward, till mid-night, hen the wind favoured us, and
we went upon the other tack.

The 2d, 3d, and 4th, were pafTed in running down
the fouth-eaft fide of the ifland, ftanding off and on
during the nights, and employing part of each day in

lying to, to give the natives an opportunity of trading

,

with us. They frequently came off to us, at the dif-

i tance of five leagues from the fhore, but never brought
much with them, at thofe times, either from a fear of

,
iofing their articles in the fea, or from the uncertainty

\
of a market. We procured a quantity of fait, of a

mofl excellent quality.

In the morning of the 5th, we pafTed the fauth point

of the ifland, in the latitude of 18*^ 54', beyond which
the coaft trends north 60° wefb. A large village is

;

fituated on this point, many of whofe inhabitants

I

thronged off to the fhip with hogs and women. The
latter could not poflibly be prevented from coming on
board ; and they were lefs referved than any women

) we had ever feen. They feemed, indeed, to have
vifitcd us with no other view than to tender us their

perfons.
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Flaving now got a quantity of fak, we purchafed

only fuch hogs as were large enough for faking; refu-

fme; all thofe that were under fize. But we could fel-

aom procure any that exceeded the weight of fixty

pounds. Happily for us^ we had ftill fomc vegetables

remaining, as we were now fupplied with but few of

thefe produftions. Indeed, from the appearance of

this part of the country, it feemed incapable of afford-

ing them. Evident marks prefented themfelves of

its having been laid wafte by the explofion of a volca--

no ; and though we had not then feen any thing of the

kind, the dcvaftation it had made in the neighbourhood

v/as but too vifible.

Though the coail is ikeltered from the reigning

winds, it had no anchorage; a line of an hundred and

fixty fathoms not reaching the bottom, v/ithin half ^

mile of the Ihore. The natives having now left us,

we ran a few miles down the coaft in the evening, and

pafTed the night in ftanding off and on.

We were again vifited by the natives the next morn-

ing. They came laden with the fame articles of com-

merce as before. Being vtoi far from the fiiore. Cap-

tain Cook lent Mr. Bligh, in a boat, in order tc

foimd the coail, and alfo to go afhore in fearch of

freih water. He reportied, on his return, that, within

two cables length of the fhore, he found no foundings

with a line of one hundred and fixty fathoms ; that, on

the land, he could difcover no (Iream or fpring -, that

there was fome rain water in holes, upon the rocks,

'which the fpray of the fea had rendered brackirh ; that

the whole furface of the country was compofed oi flags

and aflies, interfperfed with a few plants.

To our great fatisfaftion, the Difcovery made her

appearance between ten and eleven, coming round the

fouth point of the ifland, and fne joined us about one.

Captain Clerke then came on board the Refolution,

and acquainted us, that, having cruifed four or five

days where we were feparated, he plied round the eaft

fide of the ifiand -, where, meeting wi-tii, unfavourable

winds, he had been driven to Ibme diffance from the
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eoaft. One of the iilanders continued on hoard the

whole time, at his own requeft, having refufed to leave

the fhip, though opportunities hadprefented themfelves.

The night was fpent in ftanding off and on. In th«

morning, we flood in again, and were vifited by many
of the natives. At noon, the latitude v/as 19** i', and
the longitude 203° 26'

i the neareft part of the

ifland two leagues diftant. On the 8th, at day-break,

we perceived, that whilft we were plying in the night,

the currents had carried us back confiderably to wind-
ward ; and that we were now off the fouth-weft point

of the ifland, where we brought to, in order to enable

the inhabitants to trade with us.

The night was fpent in Handing off and on. Four
men and ten women, who came on board the preceding

day, were with us ftilL The commodore not liking

the company of the latter, we Hood in for the jQiore,

on the the 9th, about noon, folely with a viev/t-of get-

ting rid of our guefts ; when, fome canoes coming off,,

we embraced that opportunity of fending them away.

On the loth, in the morning, we had light airs from>

north-weft, and calms ; at eleven, the vv^ind frelhened

at north-north-weft, which fo greatly retarded us, that

in the evening, at eight, the fouth fnowy hill bore
north, li" eaft.

At four o'clock in the morning of the nth, the

wind being at weft, we approached the land, in expec-
tation of getting fome rcfrefhments. The natives,,

feeing us fo near them, began to come oft, and we
continued trading with them the whole day; though we
procured but a very fcanty fuppiy, many of thole who-
came off in their canoes, not having a fmgie thing to-

barter. From this circumftance, it appeared, that this.

part of the ifland was extremely poor, and had already

furniflied us with every thing they could fpare.

The 1 2th was employed in plying off and on, with a

frefli gale at weft. A mile from the ihorc we found
ground, at the depth of fifty-five fithoms. At five^

we ftood to the fouthward, and at mid- night we had
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a calm. The next morning at eight, we had a fmall

breeze at fouth-iouth-eaftj and fleered for the land.

A few canoes came off to us with Ibme hogs; but they

brought no vegetables, which were now much wanted.

In the evening, we gotth^ length of the fouth-weftpoint

of the ifland, but, by the veering of thev/ind, we loft in

the night all that we gained in the day. Being in the fame

fituation the next morning, fome more canoes attended

us ; but they brought nothing which we ftood in need

of. We were nowdiftitute ofroots and fruit, and there-

fore obliged to have recourfe to our fea provifionsv

S:me canoes, however arrived from the northward^

which fupplied us with fome hogs and roots.

On the 15th, we had variable light airs till five in the

afternoon, when a breeze at eaft north-eafl fprung up;

and enabled us to fleer alonff fliore to the northward.

The weather was this day remarkably fine, and we had

plenty of company; many of whom continued with us

on board all night, and their canoes were towed aftern^

On the 1 6th, at day- break, feeing the appearance of a

bay, the Commodore fent Mr. El^gh, v/ith a boat from

each fhip, to furvey it, being now about three leagues

off.

Canoes arrived from all quarters ; infomuch that, by'

ten o'clock in the morning, there were at leafl a thou-

fand about the two fhips, crowded with people, and

laden with hogs and other provifions. We were per-

fedly convinced of their having no hoflile intentions;

not a iingle perfon having a w^eapon with him of any

fort. Trade and curiofity v/ere their only inducements

to vifit us. Such numbers as we had frequently on

board, it might be expected that fome ofthemfhould

betray a thievilli difpofition. One of them took a

boat's rudder from the fhip, and was rot detedted till

it was too late to recover it. Captain Cook imagined

this to be a proper opportunity to fhew thefe iflanders

the ufe of fire-arms; two or three mufquets, and as-

many four pounders, v/ere by his orders, fired over the

canoe which vs'ent away with the rudder. But, as the
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iliot was not intended to take effe6l, the furroimding

multitude were more furprifed than frightened.

Mr. Bligh when he. returned in the evening, reportedj

that he had found a bay with good anchorage, and frefh

water, in a defirable fituation. Into this bay, the

commodore determined to take his fhips, in order to

refit, and fupply ourfelves with refrefhments. At the

approach of night, the mofl confiderable part ofouc

vifitors retired to the fhore , but many, at their own
earnefl requefl, v/erc permitted to fleep on board. Cu-
riofity, at leaft with fome of them, was not the only ,-

motive j for feveral articles were mifTmg the next

morning; in confequence of which, the commodore
came to a refolution not to admit fo many on any future

night.

On the 17th, at eleven in the forenoon, we anchor-

ed in the bay, called by the natives Karakahooa^ withiri

a quarter of a mile of the north-eafb fhore. The fouth

point of the bay bearing fouth by weft, and the north

point weft half north. After we were moored, the

fhips continued much crowded with the natives, and

furrounded by a vaft multitude of canoes. In the

courfe of our voyages, we had no where feen fuch vaft

numbers of people aiTembled at one place. Befides

thofe who vifited us in canoes, all the fhore was co-

vered with fpeftators, and hundreds were fwimming
about the fliips, like fhoals of fifh. We were ftruck

with the Angularity of this fcene ; and few of us la-

mented that we had not fucceeded in our late endea-

vours, to find a northern pafTage homeward. To this

difappointment, we were indebted for revifiting the

•Sandwich Ijlands^ and for enriching our voyage with a

difcovery, in many refpefts, the mofl important that

has been made by Europeans in the Pacific Ocean^

Vol* VIII, S s
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C H A P« Y.

Journal of the Tranfaftions on returning to the Sandwich Iflands, J

JL HE Bay of Karakahooa is fituated in the

di(5lri6t of Akona, on the weft fide of the ifland of

Owhyhee. It extends about a mile in depth, and is

bounded by two points of land, bearing fouth-eaft and

north-weft from each other, at the diftance of half a

league. The north point is flat and barren, on whichj;

is fituated the village of Kowrowa, A more confider-l
I

able village, called Kakooa, ftands in the bottom oi
i

the bayy near a grove of ftately cocoa-trees. A highi

;

rocky cliff, inaccellible from the fea fliore, runs be- i

tween them. Near the coafty on the fouth-fide, the!'

land has a rugged appearance -, beyond which the land ;

gradually rifes, and abounds with cultivated inclofuresj !

and groves of cocoa-trees. The habitations of the

people are fcattered about in great plenty. Round i

the bf.y the fhore is covered with a black coral rockj, (

except at Kakooa, where there is an excellent fandy ;'

beach, with a Moral at one extremity, and a fpring oj
\

frefti water at the other. We moored at the north fide ..

of this bay, and within a quarter of a mile from the
;

ftiore. The inhabitants, perceiving our intention tc J

anchor in the bay, came off in aftonifhing numbers

expreffng their joy by linging, fhouting, and the mofl

extravagant geftures. The decks, ftdes, and riggings

of our fhips were covered with them. Women and

boys, Vv'ho were unable to procure canoes, came fwim

ming round us in great multitudes : fome of whofflj:

not finding room to get on board, amufed themfelve

the whole day by playing in the water.

One of the chiefs, who vifited the Refolution, was

named Pareea, Though a young man, we foon dif-

covered him to be a perfon of great authority. He
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cold Captain Cook that he was Jakanee* to the fove-

reign of the ifland, who was then on a military expe-

dition at Mowee, whence he v/as expefted to return in

a few days. Some prefents from the Commodore at-

tached him to our interefts, and we found him exceed-

ly ufeful to us.o Before we had been long at anchor,

the Difcovery had fo many people hanging on one fide,

that Jhe was obferved to heel confiderably ; and our

people found it impoffible to prevent the crowds from

preffing into her. Captain Cook, apprehenfive that

Ihe might receive fome injury, communicated his fears

,to Pareea, who inftantly cleared the fhip of its incum-

ibrances, and difperfed the canoes that furrounded herp

: Mr. King went on Ihore, the next morning, with a

guard of eight marines j having received orders to

ered the obiervatory in a proper fituation ; by which

means the waterers, and other working parties, on

fhore, might be fuperintended and protefted. Ob-
ferving a convenient fpot for this purpofe, almoft in

the centre of the village, Pareea immediately offered

to exercife his power in our behalf, and propofed that

fome houfes fhould be taken down, that our obferva-

vations might not be obftrufted. This generous offer,

however, was declined, and we made choice of a po-

tatoe field, adjoining to the Moral, which was granted

us mofl readily J and, to prevent the intrufion of the

natives, the place was confecrated by the priefts, by

placing their wands round the wall which inclofed it.

This interdiftion the natives call taboo, a term fre-

quently repeated by thefe iHanders, and feemed to be

a word of extenfive operation. In this inflance, it

procured us more privacy than we could have wifhed.

No canoes attempted to land near us ; the natives only

fat on the wall, not daring to come within the tabooed

fpace without obtaining our permifTion. The men, at

our requeft, would bring provifions into the field j but

* We could not learn with certainty whether this was a name pf
office, or exprelTive of fome degree of affinity.
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our utmoft endeavours to induce the women to ap-

proach us were inefte(5luaL Prefents Vt/ere tried, but-

without fuccefs, Atternpts were made to prevail on
Pareea and Koah to bring them, but to no purpofe

;

Eatooa and Terreeoboo, they faid, would kill them if

they did.

This circumillance afforded great amAifement to our

friends on board, whither multitudes of people (parti-

cularly women) continually flocked ; infomuch that

they were frequently obliged to clear the veffel, in

order to have room to perform their neceffary duties.

Two or three hundred women were fometimes obhged
to jump, at once into the water; where they continued

to Iwim and play till they could be re -admitted.

Pareea and Koah left us on the 19th of January, in

order to attend Terreeoboo, who had landed on a dif-h

tant part of the ifland; and nothing material happened .

on board till the 24th. The caulkers were employed!^

on the fides of the iLips, and the rigging was repaired. \\

The faking of hogs was alfo a principal objedt of thc|]

Commodore's attention; and as we had improved in
'

this operation fince the former voyages, a detail of
^

the procels of it may not be thought improper.
To curs the flefh of animals, in tropical climates, ;

by faking, has long been thought impradlicable ; pu-
!

trefaftion making fo rapid a progrcfs, as not to allow I

the fait to take efTed: before the meat gets tainted. |i

Captain Cook appears to be the firft navigator who
has attempted to make experiments relative to this bu-

fmefs. His firfb attempts in 1774, in his fecond voy-

age to the Pacific Ocean, fo far fucceeded, as to con-

vince him of the error of the general opinion. As his

prefent voyage was likely to be protracted a year be-

yond the time that provifions had been fupplied for the

mips, he Vv^as obliged to contrive fome miCthod of pro-

curing fubfiftence for the crews, or relinquifli the pro-

fecution of his difcoveries. He, therefore, renewed

his attempts, and his moft fanguine expectations were

pompleteiy anfvvered.
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The hogs we cured were of various fizes, from four

to ten or twelve ftone, fourteen pound ro the ftone.

They were always flaughtercd in the afternoon ; and,

after fcalding off the hair, and removing the entrails,

-the hog v/as cut into pieces, from four to eight pounds

each, and the bones taken out of the legs and chine;

in the larger fort, the ribs were alfo taken out. The
pieces were then carefully examined and wiped, and

the coagulated blood taken from the veins. After this

they were given to the falters whilll they continued

v/arm, and, when they were well rubbed with fait,

placed in a heap on a ftage in the open air covered

with planks, and preffed with very heavy weights.

The next evening they were again v/eil wiped and ex-

amined, when the fufpicious parts were taken av/ay.

This done, they were put into a tub of fl:rong pickle,

after which they were examined once or tv.'ice a day;

and, if it happened that any piece had not taken the

fait, which might be difcovered by the fmeli of the

pickle, they v/ere inftantly taken out and examiined

again, the found pieces being put into frefli pickle.

This however, did not often happen. At the end of

(\x days, they were examined for the lafb time ; and,

after being (lightly preffed, they were put into barrels,

having a thin layer of fait between them, Mr. King
brought home fom^e barrels of this pork, that had been

pickled at Owhyhee, in January 1779, which v/as

tafted here, by feveral perfons, about Chriftmas 1780,
v/ho declared it to be perfectly found and wholefome.

But to return from this dig;refficn. We had not

been long fettled at the obfervatory, before we difco-

vered the habitations of a fociety of priefts, W'ho had
excited our curiofity by their regular attendance at thiC

mcrai. Their huts were ere6led round a pond, inclofcd

within a grove of cocoa-trees, by which they v/ere

feparated from the beach and the village, and gave the

fituation an air of religious retirement. Captain Cook
being made acquainted with thefe circumftances, he
was determined to vifit th?m ; and, expedting the
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manner of his reception would be fingular, he took Mr,
"Webber with him to enable him to reprefent the cere-

mony in a drawing.

When he arrived at the beach, he was conduced to

Harre-no-OronOy or the houfe of Orono. On his ap-

proaching this facred place, he was feated at the foot of
a wooden idol, refembling thofe which we had feen at

the fnorai. Here Mr. King again fupported one of
his arms. He was then arrayed in red cloth, and
Kaireekeea, affifted by twelve priefts, prefented a pio-

with the ufual folemnities. After this ceremony, the

pig was ftrangled, and thrown into the embers of a fire,

prepared for that purpofe. When the hair was fmged
off, a fecond offering was made, and the canting repeat-

ed as before ; after which, the dead pig was held, for

fome time, under captain Cook's nofe -, and then laid;,

with a cocoa-nut, at his feet. This part of the ceret

mony being concluded, the performers fat down ; and

the ava was brewed and handed about -, a baked hog
was brought in, and we were fed, as in the former

ceremony.

While we continued in the bay, whenever the

commodore came on ihore, he was preceded by

one of thefe priefts, who proclaimed the landing of the

Orona^ ordered the inhabitants to proftrace themfelves

He was conflantiy attended by the fame perfon, on the

water, where he was ftationed in the bow of the boat,

having a wand in his hand, to give notice of his ap-

proach to the natives, who were in canoes j on which

they inflantly ceafed paddling, and fell on their faces

till he had palfed. Whenever he vifited the obfervatory,

Kaireekeea and his afiiftants prefented themfelves be-

fore him, making an offering of hogs, bread-fruit,

cocoa-nuts, &c. with the accuftomed folemnities. Upon
thefe accafions, fome of the inferior chiefs entreated

permiflion to make an offering to the Orono. If their i

requefl was complied with, they prefented the hog them-

felves i in the performance ofwhich, their countenances

difplayed that they were greatly imprclfed with awe and
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terror^ Kaireekeea, and the priefts aflifted, and ac-

companied the ceremony with their accuftomed hymns.
But their civihties extended beyond parade and cere-

mony, our party, on fhore, were daily fupplied by
them with hogs and vegetable fufficient for our fubfift-

ence, and to fpare -, and canoes laden with provifions,

were as regularly fent off to the fhips. Nothing was
demanded in return, nor was the moft diftant hint ever

given that any compenfation was cxpefled. Their
manner of conferring favours, appeared more like the

difcharge of a religious duty, than tarefult from mere
liberality. On afking to whom we were indebted for

all this munificence, we were informed that it was at

the expence of Kaoo, the chief prieft, and grandfa-

ther to Kaireekeea, who was then in the fuitot the fo-

vereign of the iiland.

We had, indeed lefs reafon to be fatisfied with the

behaviour of the warrior chiefs, than with that of our
priefts. In our intercourfe with the former, they were
always fufficiently attentive to their own intereits ; and,

befides their propenfity to ftealing, which may admit
of palliation from its univerfality in thefe feas, they

had other articles equally difhonourable. The fol-

lowing is one inftance, in which we difcovered, with
regret, that our good friend Koah was a party princi-

pally concerned.

The chiefs, who made us prefents ofhogs, were al-

ways gene roufly rewarded j in confequence of which.

We were fupplied with more than we could confume.

On thefe occafions, Koah, who conftantly attended

us, ufually petitioned for thofe that we did not abfo-

lutely want, and they were given to him of courfe. A
pig was, one day, prefented to us by a man whom
Koah introduced as a chief; which we knev/ to be the

pig that had, a fhort time before, been given to Koah.
Sufpefting we had been impofed upon, we found, on
further enquiry, that the pretended chief was one of
the common people j and, from other concurrent cir-
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ciimftances, we were perfe6tly convincedj that we had
i

been the dupes of fimilar impofition. ,

On Sunday the ,24th, v/e were not a little furprifed I

to findj that no canoes v/ere permitted to put off, and I

that the natives confined themfelves to their houfes.
,

At length, however, we were informed that the bay t

was tabooed^ and that all intercourfe with us was inter- ,

didled, on account of the arrival of Terreeoboo their ',

king. Not apprehending an accident of this kind, the j

ihips were deprived of their ufual iupply of vegetables. \

On Monday the 25th, in the morning, we endea-
1

voured, by threats and promifes, to induce the inha-

bitants to approach us. At length, fome of them were \

venturing to put off, and a chief was obferved to be

very adtive in driving them away. In order to make
him defift, a mufquet was inftantly fired over his head,

Vv'hich operated as it was intended, and refrefhments

v/ere foon after to be had as ufual. In the afternoon,

the ihips v/ere privately vifited by Terreeoboo, attend-

ed only by one canoe, which had his wife and family

on board. After ftaying till almofb ten o'clock, he

returned to the village of Kowroa,
About noon the next day, the king, in a large ca-

noe, with fome attendants in tv/o others, paddled from

the village, in great ftate, towards tlie fnips. Their

appearance was noble and magnificent. Terreeoboo
and his chiefs, were in the firfb canoe, arrayed in fea-

thered cloaks and helmets, and armed with fpears and

daggers. In the fecond, came Kaoo, the chief priefl,

together with his brethren, having their idols difpiayed

in red cloth. Thefe idols v/ere figures of an enormous
lizc, made of v/icker-work, and curioufly ornamented

with fmall feathers of a variety of colours. Their

eyes v/ere large pearl oyilers, with a black nut placed

in the centre ; a double row of the fangs of dogs was

fixed in each of their mouths, which, as well as the

red of their features, appeared ilrangely dillorted-

The third canoe was laden with hoo-3 and vegetables.

As they advanced the pricffs, in the fecond canoe.
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chanted their hymns with great folemnity. After pad-
dling round the veffels, they did not come on board>

as we expe6led, but made immediately towards the

Ihore, at the beach wdiere vve were ftationed. When
Mr. King beheld them approaching, he ordered our

little guard to receive the king; and Captain Cook,
feeing that he intended to go en fhore, went thither

alfo, and landed almofc at the fame inftant. We ufh-

ered them into the tent, and the king had hardly been

featcd, when he rofe up, and gracefully threw over

the Captain's llioulders, the rich feathered cloak that

he himfelf wore, placed a helmet on his head, and
prefented him with a curious fan. Five or fix other

cloaks, of great beauty and vaiue, were fpread at the

Commodore's feet.

Four hogs were then brought forv^ard, by tlie king's

attendants, together v/ith bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and
fugar canes. Then followed the ceremony of Terree-

oboo's changing names with Captain Cook; the

ftrongeft pledge of friendfhip among all the ifianders

of the Pacific Ocean. A folemn proceffion now ad-

vanced, confiding of priefts, preceded by a vener?b]e

old perfonage ; followed by a train of people leading

large hogs; others being laden with potatoes, plantarns,

&c. We could iaftandy perceive, by the counte-

nance and geftures of Kaireekeea, that the old man
who headed the proceffion, was the chief priefb, on
whofe bounty we were told we had fo long fubfilled.

He wrapped a piece of red cloth round the fhoulders

of Captain Cook, and, in the ufual form, prefented

him with a pig. He was then feated next the king,

and Kaireekeea, and his attendants, began their vocal

ceremonies, Kaoo and the chiefs affiiling in their re-

fpcnfes.

In the perfon of this king, we were furprifed to re-

cognize the fame emaciated old mian, who came on
board the Refolution, from the north -eaft fide of the

ifland of Mowee ; and we perceived^, that feveral of

VOL. viir. T t
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his attendants were the fame pcrfons Vv'ho, at that time^

continued with us the whole night. Among thefe

were the king's two youngeft fons, the eldeft about

the age of fixteen ; and Maiha-Maiha, his nephew,
whom we could not hnmediately recoiled:, having

had hrs hair plaftered over Vv'ith a dirty pafte and pow-
der, which was no bad improvement to the moll favage

countenance we hsd ever feen.

The formalities of the meeting being erKled^ captain

Cook conduced Tereeoboo, and feveral of his chiefs,-

on board the Ro-folution. They v/ere received with-

every poffible attention and refpeft , and the Com-
modore, as a compenfation for the feathered cloak, put

a linen (hirt upon the fovereign, and girt his own han-

ger round him. Kaoo, and about half a dozen other an-

cient chiefs remained on Ihore,

All this time, not a canoe v/as permiitted to appear

in the bay, and thole natives who did not confine

themfelves to their huts, lay proftrate on the ground.

Before the king quitted the Refolution, he granted

leave for the natives to trade with the fhips, as ufual -,

but the women (we know not on what account) were

ftill interdifted by the fcdoo ; that is, to remain at home,-

and not have any kind of intercourfe with us.

The behaviour of the inhabitants was fo civil and

inoftenfive, that all apprehenfions of danger were to-

tally vanifhed. We trufted ourfelves amongft them at

all times, and upon all occafions, without the lead hefi-

tation. The officers ventured frequently up the coun-

try, either fmgly, or in fmail parties, and fometimes

continued out the whole night. To relate all the

inilances of generofity and civility which we experien-

ced upon thefe occafions, would require volumes. Ini

all places, the people flocked about us, anxious to af- 1

ford every affiftance in their power, and appeared

highly gratified if we condefcended to accept of their

fervices. Variety of innocent arts were pradiifcd to at-

traft our notice, or to delay our departure. The boys

and girls ran through their villages before us, Hopping
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<is at every opening, where there was a commodious
place to form a group for dancing. We were, at one
time, folicited to take a draught of the niilk of cocoa-
nuts, or accept of fuch other refrefliment as their huts

afforded j at ajiother we were encircled by a company
of young women, who exerted their fl'^ill and agility in

amufmg us with fongs and dances.

But though their gentlenefs and hofpitaiity were
pieafmg to us, they were addi6led to dealing, like all

other illanders of thefe feas. This was a didreffing cir-

cumftance, and fometimes obliged us to exercife leve-

rity, which we fhould have been happy to have avoided^,

if it had not been eflentialiy necelTary. Some expert

fwimmers were one day detefted under the lliips, draw-
ing out the filling nails from the fheathing, which they

ingenioufly performed with a flint fuone, faflened to the

jend of a fhort (lick. This praftice was lb injurious to

our veiTels, that we fired fmall ihot at the offenders
j

but that they eafily evaded, by diving under the fliip's

bottom. It therefore became highly neceflary to make
an example of one of them, by flogging him on board
the Difcovery.

A large party of gentlemen, from both fl-iips, fet

out, about this time, on an excurfion into the country,

in order to examine its natural productions i an account

of which will be hereafter given. At.'prefent, how^-

ever, we fliall obferve, that it afforded Kaoo a frefh

opportunity of exercifmg his civility and generofityo

No fooner was he informed of their departure, than he
fent after them a large quantity of provifions with or-

ders, that every attention and affiftance fhould be
granted them by the inhabitants of thofe diftriCls

through which they were to pafs. His condu6l, on this

occafion, was fo delicate and difinterefted, that even
the people he employed were not permitted to accept of
the fmallefl: prefent. At the end of fix days, the gen-
tlemen, returned, without having penetrated more than

t-wenty miles into the iilandi owing partly to improper
glides and partly to the impra6licability of the country.
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On the 27th, the Refoliition's rudder was unhung,
and fent afhore, in order to undergo a thorough repair.

The carpenters, a£ the fame time, were fent into the

country, under the guidance of fome of Kaoo's people,

to get planks for the head rail-work, which was be-

come rotten and decayed.

Capf.ain Gierke, who was generally confined on ;

board by ill health, paid Terreeoboo his firft vifit on

the 28th, at his habitation on Ihore. The ceremonies

obferved with captain Cook, were performed in ho-

nour of captain Gierke 1 and, on his return, he receiv-

ed a prefent of thirty large hogs, and (uch a quantity

of vegetables as could not be confum.ed, by his crew,

in lefs than a week. This was the more extraordinary,

as it was quite an unexpc6led vifit.

Not having feen any of their fports or exercifes, the

natives, at our particular requeft, entertained us in the

evening with a boxing-match. Though thefe games
were inferior, in every refpeft, to thofe we had feen

exhibited at the Friendly Iflands, yet, as they were

fomewhat dilferent, a ihort account of them may not

be thought improper.

A vaft concourfe of people alTembled on an even

fpot of ground, not fardiltant from our tents. A long

vacant fpace was left in the centre of them, at the up-

per end of which the judges prefided, under three ftan-

dards. Slips of cloth, of various colours, were pen-

dant from thefe ftandardsj as were the fkins of two

wild geefe, fome fmali birds, and a fev/ bunches of

feathers.

The fports being ready to begin, the judges gave i

the fignal, and two combatants appeared in view.

They advanced fiowly, drawing up their feet very high

behind, and rubbing their hands upon their foles. As
they came forv^ard, they frequently furveyed each

other from head to foot, with an air of contempt, look-

ing archly at the fpeftators, diflorting their features,

and praftifing a variety of unnatural geftures. When
^hey were advanced within the reach of each other.
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they held both arms ftraight out before their faces, at

which part they alv/ays aimed their blov*'s. They ftruck

with a full fwing of the arm, which to us had a very

awkward appearance. They did not cittemptto parry;

but endeavoured to elude their adverfary's attack, by
Itooping, or retreating. The battle was expeditioufly

decided; for if either of them fell, whether by acci-

dent, or from a blov/, he was deemed vanquifhed;

and the vidlor expreflcd his triumph by a variety of

ftrange geftures, which, ufually excited a loud laugh

among the fpeftators, for which purpofe it Teemed to

be calculated. The fuccefiful combatant v/aited for a

leccnd antagonifti and, if again vidlorious, for a third;

and fo on, till he was at laft defeated.

It is very fmgular, in thefe combats, that, when any
two are preparing to attack each other, a third may
advance, and make choice of either of them for his

antagonift, when the other is under the necefllty of
withdrawing. If the combat proved long and tedious,

or appeared unequal, a chief generally interfered, and
concluded it by putting a ftick between the combat-
ants. As this exhibition was at ourdefire, it was uni-

verfally expected that fome of us would have engaged
with the natives ; but, the' our people received prefling

invitations to bear a part, they did not hearken to the

challenges, not having forgot the blows they received

at the Friendly Iflands.

William Watman, a fcaman of the gunner's crev/,

died this day: this event is the more particularly men-
tioned, as death had hitherto been uncommon amoneR-
us. He was a man m years, and much refpefted for

iiis attachment to captain Cook. He had ferved tvv/en-

ty-one years as a marine, and then entered as a feamaa
in 1772, on board the S.efclution, and ferved with the

commodore in his voyage towards the fouth pole. On
their return, he got admittance into Greenwich Hof-
pitaj, • thro' the interefl of captain Cook, at the fame
time with himfelf: and, anxious to follov/ the fortunes

of his tenefaduor, he alfo quitted it v^ith him, on his
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appointment to the command of the prefent expeditioHf

He had been often fubjeft to light fevers, in the courfe

of the voyage, and was infirm vi^hen we arrived in the

bay ; where, having been fent for a, few days on fhore^

he thought himfelf perfedlly reftored, and requefted to

return on board. His requeft v/as complied w^ith^

but the day following he had a flroke of the palfy,

which, in two days after^r^ards, put a period to hi^

life.

At the requeft of Terreeoboo, the remains of this

Iioneft feaman were buried on the ?norai ; the ceremony
being performed with great folemnity. Kaoo and his

brethren were prefent at the funeral, who behaved with

great decorum, and paid due attention while the fer-

wict was performing. On our beginning to fill up the

grave, they approached it with great awe, and threw

in a dead pig, together with fome cocoa-nuts and plan-

tains. For three fuccefTiv^e nights they furrounded it,

facrificing hogs, and reciting hymns and prayers till

morning.

We ere6led a poft at the head of the grave, and

nailed thereon a piece of board ; on which was infcrib-

ed the name and age of the deceafed, and the day of

his departure from this life. Thefe they afTured us

they would not remove^ and they will probably be

permitted to remain, fo long as fuch frail materials

can endure.

Our fliipo were in much want of fuel, therefore cap-

tain Cook defired Mr. King to treat with the priefts,

for the purchafe of the rail on the rnorai. Mr. King
had his doubts about the decency of his overture, and

apprehended that the bare mention of it might be deem-
ed impious ; but in this he was exceedingly miftaken.

They expreiTed no kind of furprife at the application,

and the wood was delivered without the leaft ftipulati-

on. Whilft our people were taking it away, he faw

one of them with a carved image ; and, upon enquiry,

was informed, that the whole femicircle (as mentioned

in the defcription of the moral) had been carried to the

boats.
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Though the natives were fpeftators of this bufinefs,

they did not feem to refent it; but, on the contrary,,

had even affifted in the removal, Mr. King thought

proper to mention the particulars to Kaoo ; who feemed

exceedingly indifferent about the matter, begging him
only to reftore the centre image ; which was immedi-
ately done, and it was conveyed to one of the prieft's

houfes.

The king, and his chiefs, had, for fome time, been

very importunate to know the time of our departure,

Mr. King's curiofity was excited from this circum-

ftancc, to know the opinion thefe people had enter-

tained of us, and what they fuppofed to be the objefls

of our voyage- He took confiderable pains to fatisfy

himfclfon thefe points 3 but the only information he

eould get was, that they fuppofed we had left our na-

tive country on account of the fcantinefs of provifions,

and that wc had vifited them for the fole purpofe of
filling our bellies. This conclufion was natural enough,

confidering the meagre appearance of fome ofour crew,

the voracity with which w^e devoured their frelli pro-

vifions, and our anxiety to purchafe as much of it as we
were able. One circumftance may be added to thcfc,

which puzzled them exceedingly 3 that of our having

no women with us.

It was matter of entertainment to fee the natives

patting the bellies of the failors (who were much im-
proved in (leekinefs fmce their arrival in the bay) and
telling them, in the beft manner they could, that it

was time for them to depart 3 but, if they would re-

turn the next bread-fruit feafon, they fliould be better

able to fupply them. We had now continued fixteen

days in the bay, during which time our confumption
ofhogs and vegetables had been fo enormous, that we
need not be furprifed at their wifhing to fee us take

our leave. But Terreeoboo had, perhaps, no other

view,- in his enquiries, than adefire of having fufficienc

notice, to prepare fuitable prefents for us at our depar-

ture; for, when we informed him of our intention to
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quit the ifland in two days, a kind ofiDroclamation was
immediately made, requiring the natives to bring in

their hogs and vegetables, for Terreeoboo to prefent

to the Orono.

At the beach, v/e were this day much entertained,

with the buffooneries ofone of the natives. In his hand
he held an inftrument of mufic, ftich as we have already

defcribed; bits of fea-weed were faftened round his

neck, and, round each leg, fome ftrong nentingj on

which were fixed fome rows of doo^s teeth, hanginp-

loofe. His dancing was accompanied v/ith ftrange,

grimaces, and unnatural diftortions of the features

;

which, though fometimes highly ridiculous, was, upon
the v/hole, without meaning or exprefTion. Mr. Web-
ber made a drawing of this perfon^ the mariner in which
the maro is tied ; the figure of the inftrument, and of

the ornaments round the legs.

Wreftling and boxing matches afforded us diverfion

for the evenmg ; and we, in return, exhibited the few
tire-works we had remaining. Nothing could more
effe6lually excite the admiration of thefe iflanders, or

flrike them with more exalted ideas of our fuperiority,

than fuch a reprefentation. Though this was, in every

refpeft, much inferior to that at Hapaee, yet the afto-

nifhment ofthe people was equally great.

The carpenters which had been lent up the country,

to cut planks for the head rail-work of the Refolution,

had now been gone three days; and, not having heard

from them, we began to be alarmed for their fafety.

We expreffed our apprehenfions to old Kaoo, who ap-

peared equally concerned v/ith ourfeives ; but while we
were planning meafures with him, for fending proper

pcrfons after them, they all fafeiy arrived. They went

further into the country than they expefced, before

they found any trees fuitabiot for their purpofc. This

circumfrance, together with the badncfs of the roads,

and the difEculty of conveying the timber to the iliips,

had fo long detained them. They beftowcd high com-
mendations on their guides, who not only fupplied
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uhem wkh provifions^ but faithfully proteiSted their

tools.

The 4th of February being fixed for our departure,

Terreeoboo invited captain Cook and Mr. King to at-

tend him, on the 3d, to Kaoo's refidence. On our

arrival there, v/e faw large quantities of cloth lie fcat-

tered on the ground ^ abundance of red and yellow fea-

thers, faftened to the fibres of cocoa-nut hufl-^s; and

plenty of hatchets and iron ware, which had been re-

ceived from us in barter. Not far from thefe was de-

pofited an immenfe' quantity of various kinds of vege-

tables ; and, at a little difcance, a large herd of hogs.

We fuppofed, at firft, that the v/hole was intended as a

prefent for us j but we were informed, by Kaireekeea,

that it was a tribute to the king, from the inhabitants

of that diilrid:. And, v/e were no fooner feated, than

the bundles were brought, and laid feverally at Ter-

reeoboo's feet; and the cloth, feathers, andiron, were
difplayed before him.

The king was perfcdly fatisfied wkh this mark of

duty from his people ^ and felefced about a third of the

iron uteniils, a third of the feathers, and fome pieces

ofcloth; he ordered thefe to be fet afide by themfelves;

and the remainder of the cloth, hogs, vegetables &c,
v/ere afterwards prefentcd to captain Cook and Mr,
King. The value and magnitude of this prefent, far

exceeded any thing we had met v/ith. The whole was

immediately conveyed oii board. The large hogs were

felefted, in order to be falted for fea (lore; but the

fmaller pigs, and the vegetables, Vv'ere divided between
the crews.

We left the moral, andsiot our obfervators on board.

The tahoo was rem-ovcd, and, with it, its magical ef-

feds. As foon as we had quitted the place, the peo-

ple rufiied in, and vigilantly fearched; hoping to find

lome valuable articles left behind. ?vir. Kins; beina:

the laft on fliore, and waiting for the return of the

boat, the inhabitants crowded about him, and having

prevailed on him to fit down nmong them, expreiTed

VOL. VIII. U u
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their regret at our feparation. It was even with difE

culty that they would fuffer him to depart. He was
indeed, highly efteemed among them, as will appear
frem the following relation.

Having had, while we were in t^.e bay, the com-! i

mand of the party on Hiore, he became more acquaintec! =

with the natives, and they with him, than thofe v/ho i

were required to be on board. He experienced great

kindnefs and civility from the inhabitants in general,

but the friendfhip lliev/n by the priefts v/as conftant

and unbounded.

He v/as anxious to conciliate their efteem^ in which

he fo happily fucceeded, that v/hen they were ac-

quainted with the time of our departure, he was urged
to remain behind, and received overtures of the moft

flatterins; kind, Vv'hen he endeavoured to excufe him-
lelf, by alledging, that captain Cook would not permit

it, they propofed to condudl him to the mountains,,

and there conceal him till the departure of the fhips.

On Mr. Kings aiTuring them^ that the captain would
not fail withcut him, the King and Kaoo repaired to

captain Cook, (whom they fuppofed to be his father)^

formally requeftingthat he might be fufferedto remain

behind. The commodore, unwilling to give a pofitive

refufal to a propofal fo generoufiy intended, affured

them, that he could not then part v/ith himj but he'

would return thither the next vear, when he would"

endeavour to oblige him.

On Thurfday the 4th of February, ea?ly in the morn-
ing, we unmoored, and the Refolution and Difcovery

failed cut of the bay, attended by a vafb numxber of

canoes. It was captain Cook's intention to finifh the

furvey ofOvv'hyhee, before he went to the other iflands,-

hopinp- to meet with a road m.ore fheltered than Kara-

kakooaBayj and, if he fhould not fucceed here, he

rneantto examine the fouth-caft part of Mov/ee, where

he had been informed, there was a moft excellent har-

bour.
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On the 5th, and the following day, we had calm

weather, and confequently our progrefs was but flow.

A great number of the natives followed us in their ca-

nots; and Terreeoboo gave an additional proof of his

efteem for the commodore, by fending after him a
y

large prefent of hogs and vegetables.

Having a light breeze, in the night of the 5th of

February, we made fome progrefs to the northward -,

and, on the 6th, in the morning, we were abreafl of a

deep bay, which the natives call Toe-yah-yah. We
flattered ourfelves v/ith hopes of finding a commodious
harbour in this bay, as Vv'e law fome fine itreams of

water to the north-eafl ; and the whole appeared to be

well flieltered, Thefc obfervations feeming to tally

with the accounts given us by Koah, who nov,' accom-

panied captain Cook, the mafter was fent in the pin-

nace, with Koah as his guide, to obferve and examine

the bay ; Koah having firft altered his name, out of

.compliment to us, to that of Britannee.

The weather became gloomy in the afternoon, and

fuch violent gulls of wind blew off the land that wc
were obliged to take in ail the fails, and bring to, under

the mizen-ftay-faiL The canoes all left us as loon as

the gale began ; and Mr. Bligh, on his return, preferv-

ed an old v/oman and two men from drov/ning, whofe

canoe had been oyerfet in the florm. We had feverai

women remaining on board, whom the natives, in

their hurry to depart, had left to fnift for themfelves.

Mr. Bligh reported, that he had landed a ta village

on the north fide of the bay, where he v^as Ihewn fome

wells of water, that would not, by any m.eans, anfwer

our purpofe -, that hj proceeded further into the bay

;

where, in(]:ead of meeting with good anchorage, he

found the lliores were low, and a flat bed of coral rocks

extended along tlie coaft, and upv/ards of a mile from

the land ; the depth of water, on the outfide, being

twenty fathoms. During this furvey, Britannee had

contrived to ffip away, being, perhaps, afraid of re-

turning, as his information had proved erroneous.
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The v/eather became riiorc moderate in 'die evenincTj

and we again made fail j but it blew fo violently about

midnight, as to fplit the fore and main-top-faiis. We
bent frefn fails in the morning of the yth, and had. a

Jight breeze, and fair v/eather. Being nov7 about four

or five leagues from the fhore, and the v/eather very

unfettled, the canoes v/ouid not venture off, fo that our

guefts were under the necelhty of remaining with us,J

though much againft their inclination ; for they were

all exceedingly fea-fick, and many of them had left

iiheir infants on fhore.

Though the vveather continued fqually, we flood in>

for the land in the afternoon 3 and, being within three

leagues of it, we fav/ two men in a canoe, paddling to-

wai'ds us. We naturally conjediured that they had been

driven off the fliore, by the late violent gale ; and flop-

ped the ihip's way, in order to take them in. They
were fo e>diauil:ed with fatigue, that had not one of the

natives on board jumped into the canoe to their afTif-

tance, they would hardly have been able to fix it to the

rope thro^vn cut for that purpofe. With difficulty,

however, we get them up the fhip's fide, together with

a child about four years of age, which had been lafhed

under the phwarts of the canoe, with only its head
above the Vv^ater. They inform.ed us that they had
quitted the land the morning before, fince which time

|

they had not had food or v/ater. Provfion was given

them v/ith the ufual precautions, and the child entruft-

ed to the care of one of the women y and the next

morning, they v/ere all perfesfily recovered.

A gale cf wind coming on at mid-night, w^e were
obliged to double reef iht top-iails. At day-break, ;

pn the 8th, Wt: found, thatthe foremaft had again giv-

en way; the fifhes being fprung, and the parts fo very

dcfe61ive, as to make it abfolutely necelfary to unftep

the mafir. Captain Cook, for fome time, hefitated,

whether he fliould return to Karakakooa, or take the

chance of finding a harbour in the iflands to leeward.

The bay was not fo mommdlous, but that a better nigh^
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brobably be met with, either for repairing the maft,

or procuring refrefnmets -, the latter of v/hich^ it was
imagined, the neighbourhood of Karakaooa had lately

been pretty well drained of. It was, on the other hand,

confidered as an inprudent fccp, to leave a tolerable

good harbour, which, once loll, could not be regained,

for the mere poffibility of meeting with a better ; ef-

pecially as the failure of fuch a contingeney, might
have deprived us of any refource.

We ftood on towards the land, to give the natives

on fhore an opportunity of releafing their friends on
board ; and, about noon, when v/e were vv-ithin a mile

of the fhore, feveral canoes came off to us, but fo

loaded with people, that no room could be found for

any of our guefts -, the pinnace was therefore hoifted

out to land them -, and the mailer who commanded it,

was inftrufted to examine the fouth coafts of the bay for

water, but returned without fuccefs.

Variable winds, and a ftrong current to the north-

ward, retarded our progrefs in our return ; and, in the

evening ot the 9th, about eight o'clock, it biev/ very
hard from the fouth-eaft, which occafioned us to clofe

reef the top-fails. Early in the morning of the loth,

in a heavy fquall, M-e found ourfelves clofe in with the

breakers, to the northv/ard of the v/eft point of Owhy-
h-ee. We had juft room to avoid them, and fired fe-

veral guns to alarm the Difcovery, and apprize her of
the danger.

The weather, in the forenoon, was more moderate,

and a fev/ canoes ventured to come off to us; when
thofe on board them informed us, that much mifchief

had been occafioned by the late ftorms, and that a

great many canoes had been loft. We kept beating to

v/ind-v/ard, the rem.ainder of the day; and, in the

evening, were within a mile of the bay ; but we flood

off and on till day- light the next m.orning, when v/e

anchored in our old flation.

The v.'hole of the nth, and part of the 12th of Fe-
bruary, we \vere engaged \v. getting cut ^he fore-mafl^
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and conveying it on fliore. Not only the head of the'

maft had fuftained damage, but the heel v/as become
exceedingly rotten, having a very large hole in the

middle of it. Several days being probably required to

make the neceffary repairs, Meif. King and Bailey got

the obfervatory on lliore, and pitched their tents on the

TiiGvai^ guarded by a corporal, and fix marines. A
friendly intercourfe was renewed with the priefcs, v/ho,

for our greater fecurity, tabcccd the place with their

wands as before. The fail-makers alfo repaired to the

Ihore to repair the damages, in their department, fuf-

tained by the late heavy gales. They occupied an ha-

bitation, lent us by the priefts, adjoining to the

m oral.

Our reception, on coming to anchor, was fo diffe-

rent from what it had been upon our firft arrival, that

vi^e were ail aflonifhed : no ihouts, buftle, or confufi-

on, but a folitary deferted bay, with hardly a canoe

ftirring. Their curiofity, indeed, might be fuppofed

to be diminillied by this time, but the hofpitable treat-

ment we had continually been favoured with, and the-

friendly footing on which we parted, induced us to ex-

pe6l: that, on our ieiarn, they Vs^ould have received us

Y/ith the greatefc demonilrations of joy.

Various were our conje6lures ox\ the caufe of this ex-

traordinary appearance, v/hen the whole mylrery was

unravelled by the return of a boat, which we had fent

on ihore, bringing intelligence that Terreeoboo was,

abfent, and that the bay u^as tahoced. This account

appeared very fstisfaftory to many of us; but others

v/ere of opinion, that there v/as, at this time, fome-

thing very fLifpicious in the behaviour of the natives;

and that xhc tabco, or interdiftion, on pretence of Ter-

reeoboo's abfence, v/as artfully contrived to give him i

time to confalr his chiefs in what nianner we Inould be

treated. We never could afcertain whether thefe fuf-

picions v.'erc v/eil founded, or whether the natives had

given a true account. It is probable, indeed, that our

fudden return, for which they could alTign no apparent
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cauie, might create alarms in themj yet the condii6t of

Terreeoboo, who, on his fuppofed arrival th-^ next

morning, immediately waited on captain Cook; and

the natives, from that moment, renewing their friendly

intercourfe v/ith us feem to evince that they neither

meant, nor apprehended, a different kind of condufi:.

An account of another accident, fimilar to this, may
be mentioned in fupportofthis opinion, which happened
to us on our firfl: vifit, the day before the king's arri-

val. A native havins; fold a hoo^ on board the Refolu-

tion, and received the price agreed on, Pareea, v/ho

faw the tranfa6lion, advifed the feller not to part with

his hog, v/ithoiit an advanced price. For his interfe-

rence in this bufinefs, he was harfhly fpoken to, and
pufhed away; and as the tal'co was foon laid on the

bay, we at tirft, fuppofed it to be in confequence of

the affront offered to the chief.

Thefe twocircumftances confidered, it is extremely

difficult to draw any certain conclufion from the a6lions

of a people, withv. hofe language and cuftoms we are

fo impcrfeftly acquainted. Some idea, however, ma}^

be formed of the difficulties thofe have to encounter,

v/ho, in their intercourfe wath thefe flrangers, are ob-

liged to fceer their courfe in the midil: of uncertainty^

where the moft ferious confequences may be occafioned

by only imaginary offences. Whether thefe conjec-

tures are erroneous or true, it is certain that things

were condu6ted in their ufuai auiet courfe, till the
i.

13th of February, in the afternoono

At the approach of evening on that day, the com-
mander of the DifGOvery's w^atering party, came to in-

form Mr- King, that feverai chiefs were aiiembled

near the beach, and v^'ere driving away the nativcsy

"vvho affifled the failors in rolling th^e calks to the fnore:

at the fame time declaring; that their behaviour feemcd
exceedingly fufpicious, and that he imagined they

would give him fome further difturbance. He fent a

marine with him, agreeable to his requefr, but per-

mitted him to take onlv his fide arms- The cfBcer,
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in a fhorL time, returned, and informed Mr. Kin^,?

that the inhabitants had armed themfeives with ftones,

and were become tumultuous. He therefore went him-
feif to the fpot, attended by a marine, with his muf-
quet. At their approach the illanders threw away their

Itones, and, on Mr. King's application to fome of the

chiefs, the mob was difperied. Every thing being

now quiet, Mr. King went to meet captain Cook who
was then coming on ihore in the pinnace. He related

to him what had recently happened, and received or-

ders to lire a ball at the ofienders, if they again behav-

ed infolently, and began to throw Itones. In confe-

quence of thefe direftions, Mr. King gave orders to

the corporal, that the fentinels pieces iliould be loaded

with ball, inftead of fliot.

On our return to the tents, we heard a continued fire

of raufquets from the Difcovery; which we perceived

to be direftedat a canoe, which v^^as haftenincr tov/ards

the fhore, with one of our fmaH boats in purfuit of it.

This firing, we concluded, was the confequence of

fome theft, and captain Cook ordered Mr. King to

follow him with a marine armed, and to endeavour to

feize the people as they landed. They accordingly ran

to the place, where the canoe was expe6ted to come
afhore, but did not arrive in time: the people having
quitted it, and fled into the country before their ar-

rival.

At this time they did not know that the goods had
been already reftored -, and thinking it probable, from
what they had obferved, that they might be of impor-

tance, they did not choofe to reiinquifn their endeavours

to recover them; and, having inquired of the natives

what courfe the people had taken, they purfued them
till it wRs almoft dark, when they fuppofed them.felves

to be about three miles from, the tents; and, thinking

the illanders amufed them with falfe inform.ation in

tlieir purfuit, they gave up the fearch and returned.

A difrerence of a more ferioiis nature had happened

durins" their abfence. Z'^hc officer, wh.o had been dil-
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patched in the fmall boat after the thieves, and who
was returning on board, with the booty that had been
reftored, feeing captain Cook and Mr. King engaged
in the purfiiit of the offenders, feized a canoe, which
v/as drawn up on the fhore. This canoe unfortunately

belonged to Pareea, who, at that inftant arriving from
on board the Difcovery, claimed his property, and
proteftcd his innocence. The officer pcrfiiied in de-

taining if, in vvhich he was encouraged by the crev/ of
the pinnace, then v/aiting for captain Cook ; in confe-

quence of which a fcuf3.e enfued, and Pareea was
knocked down by a violent blov/ on the head, with an

oar. Several of the natives, v.-ho liad hitherto been
peaceable fpeflators, began now to attack our people
with fuch a ihov/er of ftones, that they were forced to

a precipitate retreat, and fwam off to a rock, at a con-
fiderabie diilance from the fhore. The pinnace v/as

plundered immediately by the natives, and would have
been entirely demoliihed, if Pareea had notinterpofedj

who had not only recovered from his blov/, but had
alfo forgot it at the fame inftant. He ordered the

crowd to difperfe, and beckoned to our people to come
and take poffeffion of the pinnace 3 and afterwards af-

fured them that he would ufe his influence to get the

things reftored which had been taken out of it. After

their departure, he follov\'ed them in his canoe, carry-

ing them a midfliipman's cap, and feme other articles

of the plunder ; and, exprcfiing much concern at what
had happened, begged to know if the Orc?io v/ould kill

him, and whether he might be permitted to come on
board the next day j Fie v,'as afTured that he v.'ould be

well received, and therefore joined nofes with the offi-

cers (their ufual token of frieadfaip) and paddled over
.- JV/-'f, '.Vil,

Captam Cock, when thele.particulars vrere repre-

.ledtohim, was exceedingly concerned ; and, when
he jtnd Mr, King were rci^jmlng on board, he exprefted

his {ezio that thels ifl.^-! -: .^ wcuid oblige him topurflie

violent meafuresj adding, tney muft not be permitted
Vol. viii. Xx
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to fuppofe, that they have gained an advantage over

us. It was then, however, too late to take any fteps

that evening; he therefore only gave orders that every

iflander fliould be immediately turned out of the foip.

This order being executed, Mr. King returned on

fhore J and the events of the day having much abated

our former confidence in the natives, a double guard

v/as pofted on the morai^ with orders to let Mr. King
knov/, if any men were feen lurking about the beach.

At eleven o'clock, five of the natives were feen creep-

ing round the bottom of the morai; they approached

with great caution, and, at 1 aft, perceiving they were

difc'Overed, immediately retired out of fight. About
midnight one ofthem ventured himfeif near the obfer-

vatory, when a fentinel fired over him; on which they

all fled, and we had no further diflurbance during the

remainder of the night. At day-light the next morning

Mr. King went on board the Refolution, in order to

get the time-keeper; and in his way thither was hailed

by the Difcovery, and received information that their

cutter, had fome time in the night been ftolen, from

the buoy, where it had been moored.

On Mr. King's return on board, he found the ma-
rines were arming themfelves, and captain Cook bufied

in loadino; his doubk-barrelied sjun. Whilft he was

acquainting him with what had happened m the night

^t iht moraly he eagerly interrupted him, and informed

him of the lofs of the Difcovcry's cutcer, and of the

preparations he was making to recover it. It was his

ofual praftice in all the iflands of this ocean, when any

thing of confequence had been llolen from him, by

fome ftratagem, to get the kingv or fome of the prin-

cipal Erees on board ; where he detained them as hofta-

ges, till the property was reftored. This method,-

having hitherto proved fuccefsful, he meant to adopt 1

on the prefcnt occafion ; and gave orders to flop every y

canoe that fhould attempt to leave the bay; refolving

lo feize and deftroy them if the cutter could not be

recovered by peaceable means. In purfuance of which,-
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the boats of boch fhips, properly manned and armed,
were ftationed acrofs the bay ; and before Mr. King
quitted the fhip, fome great guns were fired at two
canoes, that were attempting to efcape.

Between feven and eight o'clock captain Cook and
Mr. King quitted the fhip together; the former in the

pinnace, with Mr. Phillips, and nine marines -, and the

latter in the fmall boat. The laft orders Mr, King re-

ceived from captain Cook were, to quiet the minds of

the people, on our fide of the bay, by the ftrongefl

affurances that they fliould not be injured ^ to keep his

people together, and to be continually on his guard.

Captain Cook and Mr. King then feparated ; the cap-

tain going towards Kowrov/a, where Terreoboo refid-

ed ; and Mr. King proceeded to the beach: his firfb

bufmefs, when he arrived on fhore, was to ifilie ftricfe

orders to the marines to continue within the tent, to

charge their mufquets with ball, and not on any confi-

deration, to quit their arms. He then attended old

Kaoo and the priefts, at their refpedlive huts, and ex-

plained to them, as well as he was able, the reafon of
the hoftile preparations, ' v/hich had fo exceedingly

alarmed them. He found they were no ftrangers to

the circumftance of the cutter's being fcolen, and af-

fured them, that though the commodore was not only

rcfolved to recover it, but alfo to punifl"i, in the mofr
exemplary manner, the authors of the theft; yet that

they, and all the inhabitants of the village, en cur fide,

had not the lead occafion to be alarmed, or to appre-

hend the leaft danger from us. He importuned the

priefts to communicate this to the people, and intreac

them not to entertain the leafb idea of fear, but to con-

tinue peaceable and quiet. Kaoo interrogated Mr.
King, with great emotion, if any harm was to happen
to Terreeoboo? He aiTured him there was not; and
both he and his brethren appeared much fatisfied with
this afilirance.

Captain Cook, having in the mean tim.e, called off

|he launch, from the north point of the bay, and taken
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it with him, landed at Kowrowa, with the litutenant

and nine marines. He proceeded immediately into the

village, where he was refpeftfully received ; the people, ?

as ufual, proftrating themfelves before him, and mak- h

in^ their accuflomed ofterincrs of fmali hoo;s. Perceiv- '.i

ing that his defign was not fufpedlied, his next ftep, \\

was, to enquire for the king, and the two boys his fons, i

,

who had been almoft continually his guefts on board the

Refolution. The boys prefently returned with the na-

tives, who had been fearching for them, and imme-
diately conducted captain Cook to the habitation w^here

Terreeoboo had flept. The old man had jufi: awoke;
and after fome converfation refpefting the lofs of the

cutter, from which the commodore v/as convinced

that he was not in any wife privy to it, he invited him
to accompany him, and fpend the day on board the

|

Refolution. The king accepted the invitation, and ;:

arofe imimediately to accompany him. i

Every thing had now a profperous appearance; the
\{

two boys v/ere already in the pinnace, and the reft of i

the party approaching the water fide, when a woman, i

named Kanee-kabareea, the m^other of the boys, and jl

one of Terreeoboo's favourite wives, followed him, i

befeeching him, with tears and entreaties, not to ven- i;

ture to go en board. Tv/o chiefs, who came with ii

her, took hold of him, and infilling he fhould proceed ;

no further, obliged him to fit down. The iilanders J

were now colle6ling in vaft numbers along the fhore, |
who had probably been alarmed by the difcharging of ^
the great guns, and the hoftile appearances in the bay,

;

gathered together round captain Cook and Terreeoboo. (

Thus ficuated, the lientenant of marines, perceiving :

that his men were huddled together in the crowd, and 1'

confequently unable to ufe their arms, if there fhould lij

appear to be a neceiiity for it, propoied to captain i

Cook, to draw them up along the rocks, clofe to the vi

edge of tlie v/ater. The populace making way for them y
to pafs, the lieutenant drew them up in a line; within

'

about thirty yards of the place where Terreeoboo was

ficting.
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The old king continued, all this time, on the ground,

bearing the moil vifible marks of terror and deje61:ion

in his countenance. Captain Cook, unwilling to aban-

don the objeft which occafioned him to come on fhore,

urged him moft earneftly to proceed; whilP:, on the

other hand, ifthe king expreffed any inclination to fol-

low him, the chiefs, who furrounded him, interpofed;

at firil they had recourfe to prayers and entreaties, but

afterwards to force and violence, and even infilled on
his remaining on fhore. Captain Cook, at length, per-

ceiving that the alarm had fpread too generally, and

that there \vas not a probability of getting him off

without much bloodllied, gave up the poinc; at the

fame time cbferving to Mr. Phillips, that, to compel
him to go on board, would probably occafion the iofs

of many of the lives of the inhabitants.

Notwithilanding this enterprize had now failed, and
was abandoned by captain Cook, yet it did not appear

that his perfoH was in the ieafl degree ofdanger, till an

accident happened, which occafioned a fatal turn to

the affair. The boats, ilationed acrofs the bay, hav-

ing fired at fomc canoes, for attempting to get out,

unfortunately had killed one of their principal chiefs.

Intelligence of his death arrived at the village where

captain Cook then was, jufl as he had parted from the

king, and was proceeding with great deliberation to-

wards the fnore. The ferment it immediately occafi-

oned, was but too confpicuous; the women and chil-

dren were inftantly fent away, and the men were foon

clad in their war-mats, and armed with fpears and

(lones. One of the natives, having provided himfelf

with a fcone, and a long iron fpike (called by the na-

tives pahooa) advanced towards the captain, flourifliing

his weapon in defiance, and threatening to throw the

ilone. The captain requefted him to defifl; but the

iilander repeating his menaces, he was highly provoked,
and fired a load of fmali fhot at him. The man was
fliielded in his war-m.at, which the fliot could not pe-

netrate s his firing, therefore, ferved only to irritate
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and encourage them. Vollies of ftones were thrown at

the marines; and one of the erees attempted the life of

Mr. Phillips with his -pahooa; but, not fucceeding in

the attempt, he received from him a blow with the butt

end of his piece. Captain Cook immediately difcharged

his fecond barrel, loaded with ball, and killed one of

the mcft violent of the affailants. A general attack

v/ith ilonesfucceeded, which was followed on our part,

by a difcharge of mufqu?try, not only from the ma-
rines, but alfo from the people in the boats. The na-

tives, to our great aitonifiiment, received our fire with

great firmnefs \ and without giving time for the ma-
rines to charge again, they ruflied in upon them with

dreadful fhouts and yells. What followed was a fcene

of horror and confuiion, which can be more eafily

conceived than prop-^rly related.

Four of the marines retreated among the rocks, and

fell a facrifice to the fury of the enemy; three others

were dangeroufly wounded ; and the lieutenant ibabbed

between the ihoulders with z.pahooa; but having fortu-

nately referved his fire, Ihot the man from whom he

had received the v/ound, at the inftant he was prepar-

ing to repeat his blow. The laft time our unfortunate

commodore was diilindly feen, he was Handing at the

water^s edge, and ordering the boats to ceafe firing,

and pull in.

It was imagined by fom.e of thofe who were prefent,

that the marines, and thofe v/ho were in the boats,

fired without captain Cook's orders, and that he was
anxious to prevent the further effufion of blood ; it is

therefore probable, that, oa this occafion, his hum.a-

nity proved fatal to him ; for it was obferved, that

v/hile he faced the natives, no violence had been offered

him; but, when he turned about, to give direftions to

the boats, he was flabbed in the back, and fell with

his face into the water. A general fhout was fet up by

the iilanders on feeing him fall, and his body was drag-

ged inhumanly on iTiore, v^here he was furrounded by

the enemy, v^'ho fnatchingthe dagger from each other's
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hands^ difplayed a favagc eagernefs to join in his de-

Itruftion;

Such was the fate of our moft excellent commander!
After a life, diftinguillied by fuch fuccefsful enterpri-

fes, his death can hardly be reckoned premature^ fmce

he lived to accompliili the great work for which he

feemcd particularly defigned; being rather removed
from the enjoyment, than the acquifition of glory.

How fmcerely his lofs v/as lamented, by thofe who
owed their fecurity to his (kill and conduft, and every

confolation, to his tendernefs and humanity, it is im-
pofTible to defcribe ; and the talk v^rould be equally

difficult to reprefent the horror, dejedion, anddifmay,

which followed fo dreadful and unexpefted a cata-

ftrophe.

For a general review of the talents and fervices of

this worthy com.mander, we refer our readers to the

memoirs of him prefixed to this volume.

CHAP. VI.

Further tranfadions at Owhyhee—Mr. King's conference with the

chiefs—Some great guns fired at them—A piece ofcaptain Cook's
flelh brought ; afterwards his bones—Leave Karakahooa—Mowee
defcribed—Arrive at Atooi—Infolence of natives—Tranfadlions

at Atooi—Defcription of the Sandwich lilands—Particular ac-

count of Owhyhee—Produftions, £5V.—Particular account of the

natives of tlie Sandwich Iflands—The cufloms, manners, weapons,
SifiT.—Ranks and Hiftory—Religious inftitutions, &c. &c.

E have obferved before that four of the marines,

who accompanied captain Cook, were killed by the

natives on the fpot. The others, with their lieute-

nant, Mr. Phillips, threw themfclves into the fea, and
made their efcape, being protedled by a fmart fire from
the boats. On thisoccafion, aflriking iriftance of gal-

lant behaviour, and of afi'edion for his men, vv?as dif-

played by Mr. Phillips; for he had fcarcely got into

the boat, when, feeing one of the marines, who was
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not a very expert fwimmer, ftruggiing in the water,

and in danger of being caken by the iflanders, he in-

fiantly leaped into the fca to his aiTiuance, though con-

fiderably wounded himfelfs and, after receiving a blow-

on his head from a ftone, which had almoft fent hirn

to the bottom, he caught the marine by the hair, and

brought him off in fafecy. Our people for fome time

kept up a conflanc fire from the boats (which, during

the whole tranfaftion, were at no greater diftance from

the land than twenty yards), in order to afford their

unfortunate companions, if any of them fhould ftiil re-

main alive, an opportunity of effed:ing their efcapc.

Thefe continued efforts, feconded by a few guns, that

were at the fame time, fired from the Refolution, hav-

ing at length compelled the enemy to retire, a fmall

boat, manned by five midlliipmen, pulled towards the

iliore, where they perceived the bodies lying on the"

ground, without any figns of life. Flowever, they

judged it dangerous to attempt to bring them off with

fo inconfiderable a forcej and their ammunition being

nearly confumed, they returned to the fhips, leaving

the bodies in poffeffion of the natives, together with

ten ftands of arms.

When the general confternation, which the news of

this misfortune had diffufed throughout the whole com-
pany of both fhips, had in fome degree fubfided, their

attention was called to the party at the mcrai, where the

mafc and fails were on Ihore, guarded by only [ix ma-
rines. It is diliiciiit to defcribe the emotions that agi-

tated the minds of Mr. King and his attendants, at this,

ftation, during the time in which thefe occurrences had

happened, at the other fide of the bay. Being at the

diftance only of a mile from the village of Kowrowa,
they could diilinftly perceive a vaft m.ukitude of people

colledled on the fpot where captain Cook had iuft before

landed. They heard the fi.ring of the mufquets, and

cbferved an uncommon buftle and agitation among the

crowd. They afterwards faw the iflanders, retreating,

the boats retiring from the fiiore, and paffing and re-

pafling with great ftillnefs, between the fhips. Mr.
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King's heart foon mifgave him on this occafion. Where
fo valuable a life was concerned, he could not avoid

being alarmed by fuch new and threatening appearan-

ces,, Befides this, he knew that captain Cook, from a

long feries of fuccefs, in his tranfadions with the na-

tives of this ocean, had acquired a degree of confi-

dence, which might, in fomc ill-fated moment, put

him too much off his guard; and Mr. King now law

all the dangers to which that confidence might lead,

without deriving much confolation from the confidera-

tionofthc experience which had given rife to it. His
firft care, on hearing the report of the mufquets, was
to affure the iflanders, confiderable numbers of whom
were alTembled round the wall of our confecrated field,

and feemed at a lofs how to account for what they had
heard and feen, that they fhould meet with no molef-

tationi and that, at all events, he was inclined to con-

tinue on peaceable terms with them,

Mr. King and his attendants remained in this fitua-

tion, till the boats had returned on board, when captain

Gierke perceiving, by means of his telefcope, that our

party was furrounded by the natives, who, he thought,

defigned to attack them, ordered two four pounders to

be fired at the iflanders. Thefe guns, though well

aimed, did no mifchief ; but they ga,ve the natives a

convincing proof of their powerful effe6ls, A cocoa-

nut-tree, under which fome of them were fitting, was
broken in the middle by one ofthe balls ; and the other

jOhivered a rock, which flood in an cxa6t line with

them. As Mr. King had, juft before, given them the

ftrongeft alfurances of their fafety, he was extremely

mortified at this aft of hoflility, and, to prevent its

being repeated, inftantly difpatched a boat to inform

captain Gierke, that he was, at prefent, on the moft

amicable terms with the iflanders, and that if any future

occafion fhould arife for changing his condud: towards

them, he would hoift a jack, as a iignal for captairi

Gierke to afford him his afTiflance.

VOL. VIII. Y y
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Mr. King waited the return of the boat with the

greateft impatience -, and after remaining for the fpace

of a quarter of an our, under the utmoft anxiety and
fufpeafe, his fears were at length confirmedj by the

arrival of Mr. Blio-h, with orders to ftrike the tents

immediately, and to fend on board the fails, that

were repairing. At the fame inilant, Kaireekeea hav-

ing alfo received information of the death of captain

Cook, from a native who had arrived from the other

fide of the bay, approached Mr. King, with great de-

je<-tion and forrow in his countenance, inquiring whe-
ther it was true.

The fituation of the party, at this time, was highly-

critical and important. Not only their own lives, but

the iffiie of the expedition, and the return of atleafl one

of the fhips, were involved in the fame common danger.

They had the mail of the Refolution, and the greater

part of the fails, on fhore, proteded by only half a
dozen marines. The Lfs of thcfe would have been

irreparable -, and though the ifianders had not as yet

teflified the fmalieft diipofition to moleft the party, it

v/as diiiicult to anfwer for the alteration, whch the in-

telligence of the tranfaftion at Kov/rowa might pro-

duce. Mr. King therefore thought proper to dilTemble

his belief of the death of captain Cook, and to defire

Kaireekeea to difcourage the report; apprehending
that either the fear of our refentment, or the fuccefsfui

cxamble of their countrymen, might perhaps lead them,

to feize the favourable opportunity, which at this time
prefented itfeifof giving us a fecond blow. He, at the

fame time, advifed hini to bring old Kaoo, and the

other priefts, into a large houfe adjoining to the moraiy

partly from a regard to their fafety, in cafe it fliould

have been found neceffary to have recourfe to

violent meafure ; and partly from a defire of having

him near our people, in order to make ufe of his autho-

rity with the natives, if it could be inftrumental in

maintaining peace.
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Mr. King having flationed the marines on the top

of the moraiy which formed a ftrong and advantageous

poll, intruded the command to Mr. Bligh, who recei-

ved the moft politive directions to a6b folely on the de-

fenfivc, went on board the Difcovery, in order to

confer with captain Gierke on the dangerous lituation

of our affairs. He had not no fooner left the fpotj

than the iHanders began to annoy our people with

ftones ; and juft after he had reached the fhip, he heard

the firing of the marines. He therefore haftily re-

turned on fhore, were he found affairs growing every

momcat more alarming. The natives were providing ^

arms, and putting on their mats ; and their numbers
augmented very fall. He aifo obferved feveral large

bodies advancing towards our party along the cliff, by
which the village ofKakooa is feparated from the north

fide of the bay, where Kowrowa is fituate.

They at tirll attacked our people with Hones from
behind the walls of their inclofures, and meeting with

no relillance, they foon became more daring. A few
courageous fellov/s, having crept along the beach, un-

der cover of the rocks, fuddcnly prefented themfelves

at the foot of the moraiy with an intention of llorming it

on the fide next the fea, which was its only acceffible

part; and they were notdiflodged before they had Hood
a confidcrable quantity of fliot, and had ictn one of

their number fall.

The courage of one of thefe affailants deferves to be

recorded. Having returned with a viev/ of carrrying

off his companion, amidf!: the fire of our whole party,

he received a wound, which obliged him to quit the

body, and retire; but, a few minutes afterwards, he

again made his appearance, and receiving another

wound, was under the neceiTity of retreating a fecond

time. At that moment Mr. Kin^ arrived a: the moraiy

and faw this man return a third time, faint from the

lofs of blood and fatigue. Being informed of what had
happened, he forbade the foldiers to fire , and the

illander was fuffercd to carry off his friend, which he
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was jiifl able to accomplifh ; and then fell down him-
ielf, and breathed his iaft. '

A fcrong reinforcement from both fhips having
\

landed about this time, the natives retreated behind !

their walls; which afforded Mr. King accefs to the
\

priefls, he fent one of them to exert his endeavours to
|

bring his countrymen to fome terms, and to propofe
j

to them, that ifthey would defift from throwing ilones;,
i

he would not allow our men to fire. This truce was .

agreed to, and our people were fuffered to launch the <

mafb, and carry off the fails, aftronomical inftruments, j

&c. without moleflation. As foon as our party had
j

quitted the moraiy the iflanders took polfeinon of it, I

and fome of them threw a few ftoncs, which, how- I

ever, did no mifchief.
\

Between eleven and twelve o'clock, Mr. King ar^
\

rived on board the Difcovery, 'where he found that no
)

decifive plan had been adopted for the regulation of
\

our future proceedings. The recovery of captain Cook's J

body, and the reflitution of the boat, were the obje6lsy
|

which, on all hands, we agreed to rnfift on^ and Mr. J

King declared it as his opinion, that fome vigorous

methods ihould be put in execution, rf the demand of
j

them fhould not be inflantly complied v/ith.
i

Though it may juflly be fuppofed that Mr. King's
\

feelings, on the death of a beloved and refpedted friend,
j

had fome fhare in this 'opinion, yet there were doubt-

lefs ether reafons, andthofe of themoft ferious nature,
j

that had ibme weight with him. The confidence which ;

the fuccefs of the natives in killing our commander, \

and obliging us to leave the Ihore, muft naturally have

infpired; and the advantage, however inconfiderable,
;

which rhey had gained over us the preceding day, \

would, he had no doubt, excite them to make further
\

dangerous attempts; and the more particularly as they ;

had no great reafon, from what they had hitherto ob-
i

ferved, - to dread the effefts of our fire-arms. This \

kind ofweapon, indeed, contrary to the expeftations
,

of us ail, had produced in them no figns of terror. On
\
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our fide, fuch was the condition of our veffels, and the

ftate of difcipline among us, that, had a vigorous at-

tack been made on us, during the night, the conic-

quences might perhaps have been highly difagreeablc.

Mr. King v,^as iiipported, in thefe apprehenfions, by the

opimon of the greatef part of the officers on board j

and nothing fcemed to him more likely to encourage

theiilanders to make the attempt, than the appearance

of our being inclined to an accommodation, which they

could only impute to v/eaknefs, or to fear.

On the other hand it was urged, in favour of more

conciliatory meafurcs, that the mifchief was already

done, and was irreparable ; that the natives, by reafon

of their former friendlhip and kindnefs, had a ftrong

claim to our regard ; and the more particularly, as the

late calamitous accident did not appear to have taken

its rife from any premeditated defign; that, on the part

of Terreeoboo, his ignorance of the theft, his wiliing-

nefs to accompany captain Cook on board the Refolu-

tion, and his having adiually fent his two fons into the

pinnace, mud refcue his character, in this refpeft,

from the fmalleft degree of fufpicion -, that the behavi-

our of his v^omen, and the chiefs, might eafily be ac-

counted for, from the apprehenfions occafioned in

their minds by the armed force, with which captain

Cook landed, and the hoftile preparations in the bay;

appearances ib unfuitable to the confidence and friend-

lhip, in which both parties had hitherto lived, that the

arming of the iflanders was manifeftly with a defign to

refiftthe attempt, which they had fome reafon to ex-

peft would be made, to carry off their fovereign by

force, and was naturally to be expe6led from a people

who had a remarkable affedion for their chiefs.

To thefe diftates of humanity, other motives of a

prudential kind were added -, tliat v/e were in want of

a fupply of water, and other refreibmenis; that the re-

folution's fore-mail \vould require feven or eight days

work, before it could be ftepped; that the fpring was

^vancing very faft; and that the fpcedy profecution



5s8 A VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

ofour next expedition to the northward, ought now to

be our fole obje6tj and that therefore, to engage in a.

vindidive conteft with the natives, might not only fub-

jedl us to the imputation of needlefs cruelty, but would

require great delay in the equipment of the fhips.

Captain Gierke concurred in this latter opinions and

though Mr. King was convinced, that an early and vi-

gorous difplay of our refentment v/ould have more ef-

fe6tually anfwered every objeft both of prudence and

humanity, he was upon the whole, not forry, that the

meafures he had recommended was rejeded. For tho'

the contemptuous behaviour of the iilanders, and their

fubfequent oppofition to our necelTary occupations on

lliore, arifmg mofc probably, from a mifconftrudion

ofour lenity, obliged us at lail to have recourfe to vio-

lence in our own defence ; yet he was not certain, that

the circumftances of the cafe v/ould, in the opinion of

the generality of people, have juftified the ufe of force,

©n our part, in the firft inftance. Cautionary feverity

is ever invidious, and the rigour of a preventive mea-
fuTty when it is the moll fuccefsful, leaves its expedi-

ency the leaft apparent.

While we were thus engaged, in concerting fome I

plan for our future opereitions, a very numerous con- i

courfe of the natives ftill kept polTeffion of the fhore j
)

and fome of them, coming off in canoes, approached I

within piitol-fhot of the fhips, and infuited us by vari-

ous marks of defiance and contempt. It was extremely i

difficult to reftrain the feamen from the ufe of their ;

arms on thefe occafions ; but, as pacific meafures had !

been refolved on, the canoes were allowed to return i

unmolefted.
I

Mr. King was now ordered to proceed towards the :

fhore, with the boats of both fliips, well manned and

armed, with a view of bringing the iflanders to a par- '

ley, and of obtaining, if pofllble, a conference with ;

fome of the Erees. If he fhould fucceed in this attempt,

he was to demand the dead bodies, and particularly i

that of captain Cookj to threaten them, in cafe of a i
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refulal, with our refentment; but, by no means to
fire, unlefs attacked ; and not to go alhore on any ac-
count whatever. Thefe inftruftions were delivered to
Mr. King before the whole party, in the moft pofitive

manner.

Mr. King and his detachment left the fhips about
four o'clock in the afternoon j and, as they approached
the lliore, they perceived every indication of a hoftile

reception. The natives were all in motion ; the wo-
men and children retiring; the men arming themfelves
with long fpears and daggers, and putting on their
war-mats. It alfo appeared, that, fmce the morning,
they had thrown up breaft-works of ftone alono- the
beach, where captain Cook had landed ^ in expeda-
tion, perhaps, of an attack at that place.

As foon as our party were within reach, the iflanders

began to throw ftones at them with flings, but without
doing any mifchief. Mr. King concluded, from thefe
appearances, that all attempts to bring them to a parley
would be inefFedual, unlefs he gave them fomc ground
for mutual confidence : he therefore ordered the armed
boats to flop, and advanced alone, in the fmall boat,
holding in his hand a white flag; the meaning ofwhich,
from an univerfal fhout ofjoy from the natives, he had
the fatisfaftion to find was immediately underftood.
The women inftantly returned from the fide of the hill,

whither they had retired ; the men threw off their mats,
and all feated themfelves together by the fea-fide, ex-
tending their arms, and inviting Mr. King to land.

Though fuch behaviour feemed exprefTive ofa friendly
difpofition, he could not avoid entertaining fufpicions
of its fmcerity. But when he faw Koah, with extra-
ordinary boldnefs and alTurance, fwimming offtowards
the boat, with a white flag in his hand, he thought pro-
per to return this mark of confidence, and accordingly
received him into the boat, though he was armed; a
circumflance which did not contribute to IcfTen Mr.
King's fufpicions. He had, indeed, long harboured
^a unfavourable opinion of Koah. The priefts had aU
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ways reprefented him as a perfon of a malicious temper,

and no friend to us; and the repeated detedions of his

fraud and treachery, had convinced us of the truth of

their affertions. Befides, the melancholy tranfaftions

of the morning, in which he was then performing a

principal part, infpired Mr. King with the utmoft hor-

ror at finding himfelf fo near him, and as he approached

him, with feigned tears, and embraced him ; Mr.

King was fo diftrufiful of his intentions, that he took

hold of the point of the pahooa, v/hich the chiefheld in

his hand, and turned it from him. He informed the

iflander, that he had come to dem.and the body of cap-

tain Cook, and to declare war againft the natives, un-

lefs it was reftored v/ithout delay, Koah aflured him

this fhould be done as foon as poffible, and that he

would go himXelf for that purpofe ; and after requcll-

ing a piece of iron of Mr. King, with marks of great

afflirance, he leaped into the water, and fwam alhore,

calling out to his countrymen, that we were all friends

again.

Our people waited with great anxiety, near an hour,

for his return. During this interval, the other boats

had approached fo near the fhore, that the men who

were in them entered into converfation with a party of

the iflanders, at a little diftance; by whom they were

informed, that the captain's body had been cut to pieces,

and carried up the country ; but of this circumftance,

Mr. King was not apprifed till his return to the fhips,

Mr. King now began to exprefs fome degree of im-

patience at Koah's delay; upon which the chiefs preffed

him exceedingly to land, alluring him, that, if he

would go in perfon to Terreeqboo, the body would be

undoubtedly reftored to him. When they found they

could not prevail on Mr. King to go alliore, they en-

deavoured, on pretence of conyerhng with him with

greater eafe, to decoy his boat among fome rocks,

where they might have had it in their power to feparate

him from the other boats. It was eafy to fee through

thefe artifices, and he was, therefore, very dcf^rous
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of breaking off all communication with them, vv^hen a

chief approached, who had particularly attached him-

felf to captain Gierke, and the ofBcers of the Difco-

very, on board which Ihip he had failed, when we laft

quitted the bay, intending to take his pafTage to the

ifland of Mowee. He faid he came from Tcrreeoboo,

to acquaint our people, that the body w^as carried up

the country, but that itfnould be brought back the fol-

lowing morning. There appeared much fmcerity in

his manner; and beinjr aflvcd, if he uttered afalfehood,

he hooked together his two fore-fingers, which is here

underftood as the fign of veracity, in the ufe of which

thefe iflanders are very fcrupulous.

Mr. King being now at a lofs hov/ to proceed, fent

Mr. Vancouver to inform captain Gierke of all that had.

paffed; that it was his opinion, the natives did not in-

tend to keep their word with us; and, far from being

grieved at what had happened, were, on the contA^ary,

infpired with great confidence on account of their late

fuccefs, and fought only to gain time, till they could

plan fome fcheme for getting our people into their

power. Mr. Vancouver came back with orders foi^

Mr. King to return on board, after giving the iflanders

to underftand, that, if the body was not reflored the

next morning, the tov/n fhould be deftroyed.

When they perceived our party retiring, they en-

deavored to provoke them by the moft comtemptiious

and infulting geftures. Several of our people faid,

they could diftinguiili fome of the natives parading

about in the cloaths which had belonged to our un-

happy .countrymen, and among them, an Eree bran-

dilhing captain Gook's hanger, and a woman holding

the fcabbard.

In confequence of Mr. King's report to captain

Gierke, of what he fuppofed to be the prefent temper

and difpofition of the inhabitants, the moft effeflual

methods were taken to guard againft any attack they

Slight make during the night. The boats were mpor-
voL. viir. Z z
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ed with top-chains ; additional fentinels were ftationed

in each of our fhips ; and guard-boats were direfted

to row round them, in order to prevent the iflanders

from cutting the cables.

In the night, we faw a vaU; number of lights on the

hills, which induced fome of us to imagine, thatthc^

were removing their effefts further up into the countryy

in confequence of ouf m.enaces. But it feems more
probable, that they were kindled at the facrifices that tj

were performing on account of the v/ar, in which they
j

flippofed themfelv?s likely to be engaged ; and, per-

haps, the bodies of our flain countrymen were, at thati

time, burning. We afterwards obferved fires of the

fame kind, as we paiTed the ifland of Morotoi ; and

•which, according to the information v/e received

from fome of the natives thea on board, were made

on account of a war they had declared againft a neigh-

bouring ifland. This agrees with what we learned

among the friendly and Society liles, that,, previous to

any hoftile expedition, the chiefs always endeavoured

to animate the courage of the people, by feafts and re-

ioicings in the niaiht.

We paffed the night without any difturbance, ex-

cept from the hovv^lings and lementations which were

heard on fhore. Early the next morning, (Monday
the 15th), Koah came along fide the Refolution, with

a fmall pig, and fome cloth, which he defiredpermiflion

to prefent to Mr. King. We have already mentioned,,

that this officer was fuppofed, by the iflanders, to be

the fon of captain Cook ; and as the latter had always

fuffered them to believe it, Mr. King was probablj^J

confidered as the chief after his death. As foon as ht

came on deck. he interrogated Koah with regard to thci

body J and, on his returning cvafive anfwers, refufed to:,

accept his prefent ; and was on the point of difmiffing

him with^exprtinons of anger and refentment, had not;

captain Gierke, with a viev/ of keeping up the appear-

ance of friendrnipj judged it more proper, that he

fhouldbe treated with that- cuftomary refpe(5b.
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This chief came frequently to us, in the courfe of
the morning, with feme trifling prefent or other ; and
as we always obferved him eying every part of the fhip

with a great degree of attention, we took care he iliould

;fce we were well prepared for our defence.

He was extremely urgent both with captain Gierke
and Mr. King, to go on fhore, imputing the detention

of the bodies to the other chiefs, and alTuring thofe

gentlemen, that every thing might be adjufted to their

iatisfaftion, by a perfonal interviev/ with the king.

However, they did not think it prudent to comply with
Koah's requefb, and, indeed, a faft came afterwards
to their knowledge, which proved his want of veracity.

For, they were informed, that, immediately after the

adion in which captain Cook had loft his life. Terree^
oboo had retired to a cave in the fteep part of the

mountain, that hangs over the bay, which was acceffi-

ble only by means of ropes, and where he continued for

feveral days, having his provifions let down to him by
cords.

After the departure of Koah from our iliips, we ob-
ferved that his countrymen, who had affembled by
day-break, in vaft crowds on the lliore, flocked aro4jnd

him with great eagernefs on his landing, as if they

willied to learn the intelligence he had gained, and
what fteps Vv^ere to he taken in confequence of it. It is

highly probable, that they expcfted Vv'c lliould attempt

10 put our threats in execution ; and they appeared
lully determined to ftand their ground. During the

whole morning, we heard conchs blowing in various

parts of the eoafc j large parties were pe^-ceived march-
ing over the hills ; and, upon the whole, appearances

were fo alarming, that wt carried out a ftream anchor,,

Ibr the purpofe of hauling the fliip abreaft of the town,
ia cafe of an attack j and boats were ftationed off the

northern point of the bay, in order to prevent a furprifc

trom the natives in that quarter.

The warlike pofture in which they appeared at pre-

fent, jind the breach of their en^agerncnt to reftcre th?
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bodies of the (lain, occaQoned frefh debates among us,

concerning the meafures which fhould now be purfuedl

It was at length determined, that nothing iliouid be

permitted to interfere with the repair of the Refolution's

mafc, and the preparations for our departure ; but that

we fhould, ncverthelefs, continue our negociations for

the reftoration of the bodies of our countrymen.

The greater part of the day was employed in getting

the fore-maft into a proper fituation on deck, that the

carpenters might work upon it ; and alfo in niaking

the requifite alterations in the commifTions of the offi-

cers. The chief command of the expedition having

devolved on captain Gierke, he removed on board the

Refolution, promoted lieutenant Gore to to the rank

ofcaptain of the Difcovery, appointed Meffrs. King
and Williamfon firfi and fecond lieutenants of the Rcfo-

iution, and nominated Mr. Harvey, a m.idfhipman,

"who had accompanied captain Cook during his two

lail voyages, to fill the vacant lieutenancy. During

the whole day, we fuflained no interruption from the

iflanders ; and, in the evening the launch y/as moored
widi a top-chain, and guard-boats ftationcd round each

of the fliips as before.

About eight o'clock, it being exceedingly dark, we
heard a canoe paddling tov/ards the fhip ; and it was

no foonei- perceived, than both the centineis on deck

lired into it. There were two of the natives in this

canoe, Vv'ho immxediately roared out " Tinnee'" (wdiich

was their method of pronoiincing Mr. King's name),

and laid they v/ere fi^ends, and had fomething with

them which belonged to captain Cook. Vv^hen they

came on board, they threw them.felves at the feet of

our officers,' and feemed to be extremely terrified. It

.

fortunately happened, that neither of them was hurt,

notwitiiilanding the balls of both pieces had gone

through the canoe.

One of them v/as the perfon, who has been already

mentioned, under the appellation of the taboo man,

who conftantly attended captain Cook with the parti-
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icular ceremonies we have before defcribed ; and who,

fhough a man of diftinftion in the iilandj could fcarcely

be prevented from performing for him the moft humi-
liatmg offices of a menial fervant. After bewailing,

with many tears, the lofs of the OronOy he informed us,

that he had brought a part of his body. He then gave

us a fmail bundle which he brought under his arm; and

it is impoffible to defcribe the horror with which we
v/ere feized, upon finding in it, apiece of human flefh,

of the weight of about nine or ten pounds. This, he

faid, was all that now remained of the body j that the

reft had been cut in pieces, and burnt ; but that the

head, and ail the bones, except thofe which belonged

to the trunk, were in the poffeffion of Terreeoboo and
the other chiefs -, that what we faw had been allotted to

Kaoo, the chief of the priefts, for the purpofe of being

ufed m fome religious ceremony 3 and that he had fent

it as atercimony of his innocence, and of his attach-

ment to us.

We had now an opportunity of learning whether
they were cannibals ; and we did not negle6t to avail

purielves of it. We firft endeavoured, by feverai in-

direft queilions, put to each of them apart, to gain in-

formation refpefting the manner in v/hich the other

bodies had been treated and difpofed of; and, finding

them very conftant in one account, that, after the flefh

had been cut off, the whole of it Vv'as burnt j we at iall

put the diredl: queftion, whether they had not fed on
fome of it "i They immediately tcflified as much hor-

ror at fuch an idea, as any European would have done;

and aflced, whether that v/as the pradice among u?.

They aftervv^ards afl<:ed us, with great earneftnefs, and
with an appearance of apprehenfion, when the Orono

v^'ould come again ? And how he v/ould treat them on
his return ? The fame enquiry was often made in the

iequel by others; and this idea is confiftent with the

general tenour of their condud towards them, which
indicated, that they confidered him as a being of a fu-

perior fpecies.
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Though we prcffed our two friendly vifitancs to con-

tinue on board till the next morning, we could not pre-

vail upon them. They informed us, that, if this tranf-

aftion fhould come to the knowledge of the king, or

any of the other Erees^ it might be attended with the

mofi fatal confequences to their whole fociety ; to pre-

vent which; they had been under the neceflity of com-
ing to us in the dark ; and the fame precaution, they

faid, would be requifite in returning on fliore. They
further told us, that the chiefs were eager to take re-

venge on us for the death of their countrymen; and

particularly cautioned us againft trufting Koah, who,
they aifured us, was our iiuplacable enemy j and ar-

dently longed for an opportunity of fighting us, to

v/hich the blov/ing of the conchs, that Vv^e had heard in

the morning, was intended as a challenge.

It alfo appeared from the information of thefe men,
that fevcnteen of their countrymen were flain, in the

firft action, at the village of Kovv^rowa, five of whom
v/ere chiefs ^ and that Kaneena and his brother, our

particular friends, were of that number. Eight, they

faid, had loii their lives at tlie obfervatory ; three of

v/hom likewife were perfons of the fir(r diftinclion.

The two natives icfi: us about eleven o'clock, and

took the precaution to defire, that one of our guard

boats might attend them, till they had paffed the Dif-

covery, left they fhould again be fired upon, which,

hj alarming their countryiTien on fhore, might expofe

them to the danger of deteclion. This requeft was

readily complied wifh, and we had the fatisfailion to

find, that they reached the land fafe and undifcovered.

We heard, during the remainder of this night, the

famiC loud lamentations, as in the preceding one. Early

the follov/ing morning, we received a vifit from Koah,

Mr. King was piqued at finding, that, notwithftand

the mofi: olarina- marks oftreachcrv in his conduft, and

the pofitive declaration of our friends, the priefls, he

fnould f:ili be fuffered to carry on the fame farce, and

to make us at Icail apDcar the dunes of his hypocrify,
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burfituation, was, indeed, become extremely aukward
and iinpromifing, none of the purpofes for which this

pacific plan ofproceedings had been adopted, having
hitherto been, in any refpeft, promoted by it. No
fatisfadiory anfvvcr had been given to our demands ; we
did not fcem to have made any progrefs towards the

reconciliation with the natives 5 they ftiii remained on.

the fhore in hoftile poflures, as if determined to op-
pofe any endeavours we might make to go afnore; and
yet it was become abfolutely neceffary to attempt land-

ing, as the completing our fcock of water would not

admit of any longer delay.

We mufl remark, hov/ever, in juftice to the con-
duit of captain Gierke, that it was highly probable^

from the great numbers of the iflanders, and from the

refolution with which they feemed to expe<5l our ap-

proach, that an attack could net have been made with-

out danger J and that the lofs of even a very few mcn^
might have been feverely felt by us, during the re-

mainder of our voyage ; whereas the delaying to put
our micnaces into execution, though, on the one hand,

it diminifhed their opinion of our valour, had the effeft

of occafioning them to difperfe on the other. For this

day, about twelve o'clock, upon finding that we per--

fifted in our inaftivity, great bodies of them, after

blowing their conchs, and ufing every method of de-

fiance, marched off, over the hills, and never made
their appearance afterwards. Thofe, however, wh6
remained, Vvere not the lefs daring and prefumptuous.

One of them had the infolence to come within muf-
quet-fhot ahead of the Refolution, and, after throwing

feveral ftones at us, waved over his head the hat which
had belonged to captain Cook, while his countrymen
alhore were exulting and encouraging his audacity.

Our people were highly enraged at this infult, and
coming in a body on the quarter deck, begged they

might no longer be obliged to put up widi fuch reite-

rated provocations, and requefted Mr. King to obtain

permiffion for them, from captain Gierke, to take adr
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vantage of the iirfl; fair occafion of avenging the death |

bf their much lamented commander. On Mr. King's |

acquainting the captain with what was paffing, he or- i

dered fome great guns to be fired at the iflanders on
]

fhore ; and promifed the crew, that if they fhould be

molelled at the watering place, the next day, they
;

Ihould then be permitted tochaftife them.

Before we could bring our guns to bear, the natives i

had fufpefted our intentions, from the buftie and agi-
i

tation they obferved in the fhip; and had retired behind
|

their houfes and walls. We were confequently obliged
'

to fire, in fome degree at random; notwithftanding
;

which our fhot produced all the effefts we would defire.
;

For, in a Ihort time afterwards, we perceived Koah
I

paddling towards us, with the greateft haile ; and when !

he arrived, we learned, that fome people had loft their
;j

lives, and among the reft Maiha-maiha, a principal
j

Eree*3 nearly related to Terreeoboo. 'J

Not long after Koah's arrival, two boys fwam off j

from the morai towards our veffels, each armed with a !

long fpear; and after they had approached pretty near, y;

they began, in a very folemn manner, to chant a fong, d

the fiibje6l of which, from their frequently mentioning I

the word OronOy and pointing to the village where cap^
;|

tain Cook had been llain, we concluded to be the late i

calamitous occurrence. Having fung for near a quarter ;'i

of an hour in a plaintive ftrain, during all which time ;'

they continued in the water, they repaired on board the
\

Difcovery, and delivered up their fpears; and, after I

remaining there a fhort time, returned on fhore. We
'i

could never learn who fcnt them, or what was the ob-
\

je6l of this ceremony. ';

During the night, we took the ufual precautions for i

the fecurity of the fhips; and, as foon as it was dark,
|

the two natives, who had vilited us the preceding even- J

I

* In the language of thefe iflands, the word matee is generally
|

«fed either to exprefs killing or wounding; and we were after^vards
J

informed, that this chief had only received a trifling blow on tlie r

face, fi-om a {tone which had been llruck bv one of our balls. I
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ing, came off to us again. They affured us, that

though the effcds of our great guns, this afternooni

had greatly alarmed the chiefs, they had by no means

relinquiilied their hoftiie intentions, and they advifed

us to be on our guard.

The foliov/ing morning, which was the 17th, the boats

of both fhips were difpatched afhore, to procure watery

and the Difcovery w^as warped clofe to the beach, in

order to protect the perfons employed in that fervice,

V/e foon found that the intelligence which had been

fcnt us by the priefts, was not deftitute of foundation,

and that the illanders were determined to negleft no

opportunity of annoying us, when it could be done

without much hazard.

The villages, throughout this whole clufter of iilands^

are, for the moft part, fituated near the fea; and the

adjacent ground is enclofed with ftone walls, of the

height of about three feet. Thefe, we at firft fuppofed,

Were defigned for the divifion of property i but we now
difcovered that they ferved for a defence againfl inva-

lion, for which purpofe they were perhaps, chiefly in-

tended. They confifl of loofe Hones, and the natives

are very dexterous in fhifcing them, with great quick-

nefs, to fuch particular fituations, as the direftions of

the attack may occafionally require. In the fides of

the mountain, that ftands near the bay, they have Hke-

v/ife holes, or caves, of coniidcrable depth, whofe en-

trance is fecured by a fence of a fimilar kind. From
behind both thefe flations, the iQanders perpetually

haralfed our watering party with ftone s j nor could the

inconfiderable force we had on fhore, with the advan-

tage ofmufquets, compel rhem to retreat.

Thus oppofed, our people were lb occupied in at-

tending to their own fafecy, that, during the whole

forenoon, they filled only one tun of water. It bcing

therefore impoffible for them to perform this fervice,

till their aiTailants were driven to a greater diftance, the

Difcovery was ordered to difiodge them '-virh her great:
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guns; which being accomplifhed by means of a few dif-

charges, the men landed without moleftation.

The natives, however, made their appearance again,

foon afterwards, in their lafual method of attack j and
it was now deemed abfolutely neceffary to burn down
fomc ftragghng huts, near the wall behind which they

had fhekered themfelves. In executing the orders that

were given for that purpofe, our people were hurried

into a6ls of unneceffary devacation and cruelty. Somel
allowance ought certainly to be made for their refent-

ment of the repeated infults, and contemptuous beha-
Yiourof the iflanders, and for their natural defire of re-

venging the death of their beloved and refpe6bed com-
mander. But, at the fame time their condud: fcrongly

evinced, that the greateft precaution is requifite in truil-

ing, even for a moment, the difcretionary ufe of arms,>

in the hands of private foldiers, or feamen, on fuch

occafions. The llrictnefs of difcipiine-, and the habits

cf obedience, by which their force is kept direfted ta

fuitable objeds, lead them to conceive, that whenever
they have the power, they have likewife a right to per-

form.' Aftual difobedience being almoft the only crime'

for which they expect to receive punifhment, they are

apt to confider it as the folc meafure of right and wrons;
and hence they are too ready to conclude, that what
they can do with impunity, they may alfo do confift-

ently with honour and juftice 5 fo that the feelings of
humanity, and that generofity towards an unrefifting

enemy, which, at other times,, is a Uriking diftinftion.'

of brave men, become bet feeble reftraints to the exer-

eife of violence, when fet in oppofition to the defire

they naturally have ofiliewing their own power and in-

1

dependence.

-It has been before ohferved,. that diredions had been;

givento burn only a few ilraggling houfes,: which af-

f

•forded fiielter to the iilanders. We were therefore,

greatly furprifed on perceiving the whole village in^

tlamesi and before a boat, that was fent to flop the

progrefs of the mifchicf, could reach the land, the har-
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bitations of our ©Id and conftant friends, the priefts,

were all on fire. Mr. King had, therefore, great rea-

fon to lament the illnefs that confined Jiim on board

this day. The priefts had always been under his pro-

teftion) and, unfortunately, the officers then on duty^,

having feidom been on fiiore at the moraiy were but

little acqua,inted with the circumftances of the place.

Had he been prefent himfel^ he might, in all proba-

bility, have been the means of preferying their little

fociety from deilrudlion.

In efcaping from the flames^ feveral of the innabir-

tants were fhotj and our people cut off the heads of

two of them_5 and brought them on board. The fate

•of one unhappy native was much lamented by all of us,,

As he was repairing to the well for water, lie was Ciot

at by one of the marines. The ball happened to ftrike

,his calibafh, which he inilantly threw from Jiim, and

ran off. He was purfued into one of the caves above
mentioned, and no lion could have defended his den

with greater bravery and fiercenefs ; till at length, after

he had found means to keep two of our people at bay

for aconfiderabietime, heexpired covered with wounds.

This accident firft brought us acquainted with tlie ufe

to which thcfe caverns are applied.

About this time, a man advanced in years, was ta-

icen prifoner, bound, and conveyed on board the Re-
folution, in the fame boat, w.i^h the heads of his two
countrymen. We never obferved horror fo ftrongly

pourtrayed, as in the face ofthis perfon, jior fo violent

a tranfition to immoderate joy, as when he was untied,

and given to underftand, that he might depart in fafety.

He fhewed us that he was not deficient in gratitude, as

he not only often returned afterwards with prefents of

provifions; but alfo did us other fervices.

In a fhort time after the deftruftion of the village,

we faw, coming down the hill, a man, accompanied
by fifteen or tvv^enty boys, who held in their hands pie-

ces of v/hitecloth, plantains, green boughs,^ &c. It

happened that this pacific embaily, as loon as they were
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within reach, received the fire of a party of our rnen

Thisj however, did not deter them from continuing
i

their proceffion, and the officer on duty came up, in
j

time, to prevent a fecond difcharge. As they made !

a nearer approach, the principal perfon proved to be i

our friend Kaireekeea, who had fled when our people i

lirft fet fire to the village, and had now returned, andi

cxpreffed his defire of being fent on board the Refolu-

tion.

On his arrival, v;e found him extremely thoughtful
I

and grave. We endeavoured to convince him of die i

neceiiity there was of fetting lire to the village, by 1

which his houfe, and thofe of his brethren were unin-'j

tentionally deilroyed. He cxpoftulated with us on our'j

ingratitude and want offriendfhip; and, indeed, itwas^i

not till the prelent moment, that we knew the whole'^

extent of the injury that had been done them.. He in-|

formed us, that, confiding in the promifes Mr. King^*

had made them, and as well as in the allurances they|

had received from the m.en, who had brought us fome^;

of captain Cook's remains, they had not removed their'>

effefts back into the country, as the other inhabitants^

had done, but had put every valuable article of their|

own, as well as what they had collefted from us, into I

a houfe adjoining to the morai, where they had the mor-.]

tification to fee it all fet on fire by our people. He/S

had, on comiing on board, perceived the heads of his ii

two countrymen lying on deck, at which he was greatly i

Ihocked, and earnefl:ly defired that they might bei

throv/n overboard. This requeft by the direftions of\

captain Gierke, was immediately complied with. 'i

Our watering party returned on board in the even-

;

ing, having fuftained no further interruption. We J

pafied a difagreeable night; the cries and lamentations
j

v/e heard from the fhore being far more dreadful thiin ;!

ever/ Our only confolation, on this occafion, arofe
j

xrom the hopes that a repetition offuch fe verities miighc!

riot be requil^te infutureo " 'I
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It is remarkable^ that, arnidfc all thefe dillurbances,

the female natives, who were on board, did not offer

to leavers, or difcover any apprehrenfions eidier for

themfelves or their friends on ihorc. They appeared,

indeed, fo perfedly unconcerned, that fome ofthem, who
were on deck when the village v/as in flames, feemed
to admire the fpedacle, and frequently exclaimed, that

it was maitia, or very fine.

The next morning the treacherous Koah came off

to the fliips, as ufual. There being no longer any
neceffity for keeping terms v^ith him, Mr. King was
allov/ed to treat him as he thought proper. V/hen he
approached the fide of the Refoiution, fmging a fong,

and offering a hog, and fome plantains, to Mr. King,
the latter ordered him to keep off, and cautioned him
ntvtv to make his appearance again without the bones
of captain Cook, left his life Ihould pay the forfHt of
his repeated breach of faith. He did not appear much
mortified wich this unwelcome reception, but imme-
diately returned on Ihore, and joined a party of his

countrymen, who were throv/ing ftones at our watcr-
ers. The body of the young man, who had been killed

the preceding day, was found this morning lying at

the entrance of the cave ; and a mat was thrown over
him by fome of our people ; foon after which tliey

fav/ feveral o^ the natives carrying him off on their

fnoulders and could he^r them chanting, as they march-
ed, a mournful fong.

The iflanders ipeing at length convinced that it was
not the vv^ant of ability to chaftife them, which had in-

duced U3 at firfr to tolerate their provocations, defifted

from molefting our people ; and, towards the evening,

a chief, named Eappo, wdio had fcldorn vifited us, but
v/hom we kncv/ to be a man of the iirfl diftind-ion,

came v/ich prefents from Terreeoboo to fue for peace.

Thefe prefents were accepted, and the chief was dif-

mifTed.with the following anfwer: Tr^at no peace would
be granted, till the remains of captain Cook lliouid be
reftored, '

'
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We were informed by Eappo, that the flefh of all

the bones of our people who had been llain, as well as

the bones of the trunks^ had been burnt; that the

limb-bones of the marines had been diftributed among
the inferior chiefs; and that the remains of captain

Cook had been difpofed of as follows : the head to a

great Er&e^ called Kahoopeou ; the hair to Maiha-
maiha ; and the arms, legs, and thighs, to Terreeoboo.

After it was dark, many of the natives came off with

various forts of vegetables ; and we alfo received from
Kaireekeea two large prefents of the famiC articles.

The next day was principally employed in fending

and receiving the meflages that paffed between captain

Clerke and the old king. Eappo, was very urgent,

,that one of our officers fhould go on fhore; and offered

to remain on board, in the mean time, as an hoftage.

This requeft, however, was not complied with; and

he left us with a promife of bringing the bones the fol-

lowing day. Our watering party at the beach, did

not meet with thie leaft oppolition from the iflanders

;

who, nGtwithfi:anding our cautious behaviour, again

ycntered themfelves amongft us without any marks of

diffidence or apprehenfion.

On Saturday the 20th, early in the morning, we
liad the fatisfa6lion of getting the fore-maft ftepped.

This operation was attended with confiderable difficulty,

and fome danger, our ropes being fo extremely rotten,

chat the purchafe feveral times gave way.
This morning, between the hours often and eleven,

we faw a numerous body of the natives defcending the

hill, which is over the beach, in a fort of proceffion,

•each man carrying on his fhouiders two or three fugar-

canes, and fome bread-fruit, plantains, and taro, in

their hand. They Vv^ere preceded by two drummers,
who, when they reached the water-fide, feated them-

felves by a white flag, and began beating their drums,

while thofe who had followed them, advanced one by

one, and depofited the prefents they had brought with

them> after which they retired in the fame order.
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Soon afterwardsEappo appeared in his long feathered

cloak, bearing fomething with great folcmnity in his

hands; and having Rationed himfelf on a rock, he

made figns that a boat fhould be fenc him.

Captain Gierke, fuppofmg that the chief had brought

the bones of captain Cook, (which^ indeed, proved to

be the cafe), went himfelf in the pinnace to receive

them, and ordered Mr. King to attend him in the cut-

ter. When they arrivtjd at the beach, Eappo, entering

the pinnace, delivered the bones to captain Gierke^,

wrapped up in a great quantity of fine new cloth, and
covered with a fpotted cloak of black and white fea-

thers. He afterwards attended our p-entlemen to the

Refolution, but could not be prevailed on to accom-
pany them on board -, being, perhaps, from a fenfe of
decency, unwilling to be prefent at the opening of the

parcel.

We found, in this bundle, both the hands of captain-

Cook entire, which were well known to us from a fear

on one of them, that divided the fore finger from the

thumb, at the whole length of the metacarpal bone

;

the fkull, but with the fealp feparated from it, and the

bones of the face wanting ; the fcalp, with the ears

adhering to itj and the hair upon it cot fhort; the

bones of the arms,, with the Ikin of the fore-arms hang-

ing to them ; the bones of the thighs and legs joined

together, but without the feet. The ligaments of the

joints were obferved to be entire; and the whole fhewed
fufficient marks of having been in the fire, except the

hands, v/hich had the flefh remaining upon them, and
v/ere cut in feveral places, and crammed with fait,

moil probably with a view of prcferving them. The
fkull was free from any frafture, but the fcalp had a.-

cut in the back part of it. The lower jaw and feet,,

which were wanting, had been feized, as Eappo in-

formed U5, by different Erces ; and he alfo told uSj

that Terreeoboo was ufing every means to recover
them.

Eappo, and the king's fon, came on board the next
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morning, and brought with them not only the remain-

ing bones of captain Cook, but iikev/ife the barrels of

his gun, his ilices, and feme other trifles v^hich had

belonged to him. Eappo aiTured us that Terreeboo,

Maiha-maiha, and himfclf were extremely defirous of

peace; that he had given us the moft convincing proofs

of it; and that they had been prevented from giving it

fooner by the other chiefs, many of whom v/ere ftill

difaffetted to us. He lamented, v/ith the mofc lively

forrov/, the death of fix chiefs, who had been killed by
our people 3 fome of v/hom, he laid v/ere among our

beft friends. He informed us, that the cutter had been

taken away by Pareea's people, probably in revenge

for the blow that he had received ; and that it had been
broken up the following day. The arms of the marines,

which v/e had alfo demanded, had been carried off, he

faid, by the populace, and were irrecoverable.

Nothing now remained, but to perform the lafi: fo-

lemn offices to our excellent commander. Eappo was

difmilTed with orders to iahco all the bay; and, in the

afternoon, the bones having been depofited in a coffin,

the funeral fervices was read over them, and they were

commitrcd to the deep with the ufual military honours.

Our feelings, on this mournful occafion, are more eafy

to be conceived than expreffed.

During the morning of the 22d, not a canoe was {ttxi

in the bay. The tahcoy which Eappo, at our defire,

had laid on it the preceding day, not being yet taken

off. At length that chief came off to us. We affured

him, that we were nov/ perfedlly fatisfied; and that, as

the Orcno was buried, aj] remembrance of the late un-

happy cranfaclions v/as buried v/ith him. We after-

wards requefced him to take off the tahoo^ and to make
it known tiiatthc iilanders might bring provifions to us

as uiiial. sThe iliips were foon furrounded v/ith canoes,

and many of the Erees came on bo?rd, exprelfing their

grief at what had happened, and their fatisfaftion at our

reconciliation. Several of our f-iends, who did not fa-

vour i:s with a vifit. fent prefr^nts of lars'^e ho;7s, and
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Other provifions. Among the reft, the old treacherous

koah came oft to us, but we refufed him admittance.

As we were now prepared for putting to fea, cap-

tain Gierke imagining, that if the intelligence of our

proceedings fliould reach the iflands to leeward before

us, it might have a bad effc6t, gave orders, that the

jfhip fhould be unmoored. About eight in the evening,

we difmiffed all the natives ; and Eappo, and the

friendly Kaireekeea, took their leave of us in a very
affefiiionate manner. We immediately weighed anchor,

and ftood out of Karakakooa Bay. The ifianders were
afTembled in great num,bers on the fliore; and, as we
pafTcd along, received our lad farewels, with every

mark of good- will and aftcchion.

Having cleared the land about ten, we ftood to the

norLhv>'ard, with a view of fearching for an harbour,

which the natives had often mentioned, on the fouth-

eaft fide of Mowee. We found ourfelves, th^ next
morning, driven to leeward, by a iweil from the north-

eaft"; and a freili gale, from the fame quarter, drove
us ftill further to the weftward. At mid-night we
tacked, and ftood four hours to the fouth, to keep clear

of the lands and, at day-break on the 24th, we were
Handing tov/ards a fmall barren ifland, named Tahoo-
rowa, about feven miles fouth-weft of Mowee.
Givmg up all profpe6l of making a clofcr examina-

tion of the fouth-eaft parts of Movv^ee, we bore away,
and kept along the fouth-eaft fide of Tahoorowa.
Steering clofe round its weftern exti-cmity, in order to

fetch the weft fide of Mowee, we fuddenly fnoaied our
water, and faw the fea breaking on fome rocks, almoft

right a-hcad. We then kept away about a league and
a half, and aeain fteered to the northward, when v/e

ftood for a pafiage between Mowee, and an ifland

named Ranai. in the afternoon, the weather was calm,

with light airs from the weft. AVe ftood to the north

-

north-weft j but, obferving a Ilioal about ^x\\n(t:U and
the weather being unfettled, \nc ftood tov/ards the-

fouth.
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We had now pafTed the fouth-wefc fide of this ifliind'y

without being able to approach the fhore. This fide

of the ifland forms the fame diltant view as the north-

eaft, as fcen when v/e returned from the north, in No--'

vernber, 1778; the hilly parts, eonne6led by a low flaD

ifthmus, having at tihe firft vieWy the appearance of

two feparate ifiands. This deceptive appearance con-

tinued, till we Vv^ere within about ten leagues of the

coaftj which, bending a great way inward, formed a

capacious bay. The weitermofl point, off which the

fhoal runs that we have juft now mentioned, is ren-

dered remarkable by a fmall hillock; fouth of which

is a fine fandy.bay; and, on the fliore, are feveral huts,;

with plenty of cocoa-trees about them.

In the courfe of the day, feveral of the natives vi-

Aited us, and brought provifions with them. We pre-

fently difcovered, that they had heard of our unfortu-

nate difafters at Owhyhee. They were extremely an-

xious to be informed of the particulars, from a woman
who had hid herfelf in the Refolution, in order to ob-

tain a paffage to Atooi ; making particular enquiries

about Fareea, and fome other chiefs -, and feeming much
ap-itated at the death of Kaneena, and his brother.

But,, in whatever light this bufinefs might have been

reprefented by the w^oraan, it produced no bad effect

in their behaviour, which was civil and obliging to the

extreme.

During the night, the w^eather varied continually^

but on the 25th, in the morning, the v^ind being at eaft,

we fleered aJong the fouth fide of Ranai, till almoft

noon, when we had baffling winds and calms till the

evening; after which, we had a light eafterly breeze,.

znd fieered for the weft of Morotoi. The current,.

which had fet from the north-eaft, ever fince we left

Kar;ikakooa Bay, changed its direction, in the courfe

of this day, to the fouth-eaft.

The wind was again variable during the night; but,

early in the morning of die 26th, it fettled at eaft;

blowing fo hci'b, as to oblige us to double-reefthe top-
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iaih. At fcven, we opened a fmall ba7> diftant abouc

two leagues, having a fine fandy beach j but not per-

ceiving any appearance of frefh water, we endeavoured

to get to the windward of Woahoo, an ifland which v/e

had fecn in January, 1778, We faw the land about

two in the afternoon, bearing weft by north, at the

diftance of about eight leagues. We tacked, as foon

as it was dark, and again bore away at day-light on the

,i2,7th. Between ten and eleven, we were about a league

off the fhore, and near the middle of the north-eail nde

of the ifland.

To the northward, the coaft confifts of detached

hiiis, afcending perpendicularly from the fea 3 the fides

being covered v/ith vv?ood, and the valfies, between

them, appearing to be fertile, and \vtl\ cultivated.

An cxtenfive bay, was obfervable to the fouthward,

bounded, to the fouth-eaft, by a low point of land^

covered wich cocoa-nut trees ; off which, an infulated

r-ock appeared, at the diftance of a mile from the

Ihore.

- The wind continuing to blow frefti, we were un-

willing to entangle ourfelves with-^ lee-ftiore. Infteaci

of attempting, therefore, to examine the bay, we
hauled up and fteered in the direftion of the coaft. At
noon, w^e were about two leagues from the ifland, and

abreaft of the north poijit of it. It is low and fiat, hav-

ing a reef ftretching off almoft a mile and an half.

Between the north point, and a head- land the fouth-

v*^tft,, the land bends inwa.rd, and fecmed to prcmife

a good road. We therefore fteered along the fhore,

keeping it at the diftance of about a mile. At two,

we v/cre induced by the fight of a fine river, to anchor

in thirteen fathoms vvater. " In the afternoon, Mr. King
attended the two captains on ftiore, w^herefew of the

natives were to be feen, and chofe principally v»'Omen.

The men, we were informed, v/ere gone to Morotoi,

to fight Tahyterrec i but their chief, Pereeorannec,

xemained behind, and would certainly attend^ iiS: aj

foon as he v/jx informed of our arriy.^l.
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The water, to our great difappointment, had a

brackiHi tafte, for about two hundred yards up the

river -, beyond which, however, it v/as perfeftly frelli,

and was adehghtful ftream. Further up, wc came to

the conflux of two fmali rivulets, branching off to the,

right c-nd left of a fteep romantic mountain. The
banks .of the river, and all that we faw. of Woahoo,-
are in fine cultivation, and full of villages ; the face of

the country being alfo remarkably beautiful and pic-

turefque.

As it v/ould have been a laborious bufmefs to have

v/atcred at this place, Mr King was difpatched to

fearch about the coaft to leeward ; but being unable to

land on accountof a reef of coral,v;hich extended along

the iliore, captain ClcrV;e refolved to proceed imme-
diately to Atooi. In the miorning, about eight, we ^

weighed, and flood to the northward ; and, on the 2§th,' (

at day-light, v/e bore away for that ifland, and were, i

in fight of it by noon. We were off its eaflern ex- ;i

tremity, which is a green flat point, about fun iei. i|

It being dark v/e did not venture to run for the :

road on the fouth-weft fide, but fpent the night in plying"
j

on and off, and anchored, at nine the next morning,- %

in tv/enty-five fathoms water. In running down, from:
|

the fouth-eaft point of the ifland, we faw, in many
|

places, the appearance of fnoal water at fome dif- I

tance from the land.
]

Being anchored in our old flation, fev^eral canoes
|

came to vifit us ; but it was very obfervable, that
\

there was not that appearance of cordiality in their
5

manner, and com.placcncy in their countenances, as [

when v/e iliw tliem before. They had no fooner got'.^

onboard, but one of them informed us, that we had-

1

communicated a diibrder to the v/omen, which had '

killed miany perions of both fexes. He, at that time, .

was aSifted v/irh the venereal difeafe, and minutely 1

nefcribed the various fymptom.s which had attended it.
'

K?. no appearance of that diforder liad been obferved
\

'
'

'

'

i
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amongft them, on our firft arrival, v/e were, it is to

be feared, the authors of this irreparable mifchief.

The principal obje6l in view, at this place, was to

v/ater the fhips with as much expedition as poffible ;

and Mr. King was fent on fhore in the afternoon, with

the launch and pinnace, laden with calks. Fie was

accompanied by the gunner of the Refoiution, who v/as

inftrufted to trade for fomc provifions ; and they were

attended by a guard of five marines. Multitudes of

people were colie£led on the beach, by whom, at firft,

we were kindly received ; but, after we had landed

the cailvs thc}?^ began to be exceedingly troubleforne.

Knowingfrom experience, how difficult a tal]<: it was to

reprefs this difpofition without the interpofition of their

chief, we were forry to be informed, that they were all at a

diftantpartofthe illand. Indeed,we both felt and lament-

ed the want of their afTiftancej for we could hardly form

a circle, as our praftice ufually was, for the fafcty and
convenience of the trading party. No fooner had we
taken this ftep, and pofted marines to keep oft the

populace, than a man took hold of the bayonet be-

longing to one of the foldier's mufquets, and endea-

voured to v/rench it forcibly from his hand. Mr.
King immediately advanced towards them, when the

native quitted his hold, and retired ; but immediately

returned, having a fpear in one hand and a dagger in

the other ; and it was with difficulty that his country-

men could reftrain him from engaging with the Ibldier.

This affray was accafioned by the natives having re-

ceived, from the foldier, a flight pricl-: with the bayonet,

to induce him to keep without the line.

Our fituation at this time, required great manage-
ment and circumfpeftion; Mr. King accordingly en-

joined, that no one iliould prefume to fire, or proceed
to any other aft of violence, without poficive com-
mands. Having given thefc inftrudlions, he was fum-
moned to the afliiiance of the watering party, where
he found the natives in tlie fame mifchievous difpoii-

^ion. They had peremptoriiv denianded, for every
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cafe of water, a large hatchet ^ which not being com-
plied with, they would not permit the Tailors to rolj

them to the boats.

As foon as Mr. King had joined them, one of the

natives approached him, with great infolence, and

made the fame demand. Mr. King told him, that, as i

a friend, he was welcome to a hatchet, but he certainly f

would carry off the water, without paying for it -, and
|

inftantly ordered the pinnace men to proceed ^ at the i

fame time calling for three marines, from the trading
j

party, to protect them. ^

This becoming fpirit fo far fucceeded, as to prevent 3

any daring attempt to interrupt us, but they ftill per- i

fevered in the mod teafmg and infuking behaviour. .:

Some of them, under pretence of affifting the failors,'
^

in rolling the caflc;s towards the fhore, gave them a H

different direftion ; others ftole the hats from off our-

1

people's heads
J pulling them backv/ard by the fkirts i

of their cloaths, and tripped up their heels j the popu-v 'i

lace, during all this time, fnouting and laughing, with:/

a mixture of mockery and malice. They afterwards' (

took an opportunity of fteaiing the cooper's bucket,
^

and forcibly took away his bag. Their principal aim, ,

hov7ever, v;as to poffefs themlelves of the mufquets of 1

the marines, who ¥/ere continually complaining of their
j

atternpts to force them from their hands.. Though '\

they, in general, preferved a kind of deference and ref- \

ped for Mr. King, yet they obliged hiiri to contribute ,i

his Ihare towards their fto.ck of plunder. One of them
j

approached him, in a familiar manner, and diverted. ]

his attention, whilil another feized his hanger, which
j

he held carelefsly in his hand, and ran a-^ay v/ith it. \

Such infolence was not to be repelled by force.
\

Prudence di&ated that We muft patiently fubmic
I

to it, at the fame tim.e, guarding againft its effefts i

as well as we were able. Mr. King was, however, •

fomewhat alarmed, on being foon after informed by
|

the ferjeant of the marines, that turning fuddenly round, i

lie faw a man behind him, arm.ed with a dagger^, u|-
|
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the pofition of ftriking. Though he might, perhaps,

be miftaken, in this particular, cur fituation was truly

critical and alarming j and the fmalleft error, or mif-

take on our part, might have been of fatal confequence.

Our people being feparated into three fmali parties ,

one filling cafl<.s at the lake -, another roiling them to

the Ihorc ; and a third purchafing provifions; Mr. King
had fome intentions of coliefting them together, in

order to proted: the performance of one duty at a time.

But, on due reflection, he thought it more advifeable

to let them proceed as they had begun. If a real at-

tack had been made, even our vv?hoie force could have
made but a poor refiftance. He thought on the other

hand, that luch a ilep might operate to our difadvan-

tage, as being an evident token of our fears. Befides,

in the prefent cafe, the crovv-d v;as kept divided, and
many of them wholly occupied in bartering.

The principal caufe of their not attacking us was,

perhaps, their dread of the efFeds of our arms ; and,

as we appeared to place fo much confidence in this

advantage, as to oppofe only five marines to fuch a
multitude of people, their ideas of our fuperiority muft
have been greatly exalted. It was our bufmefs to che-
rifh this opinion ; and, it muft ever be acknowledged,
to the honour of the whole party, that it was impoifibie

for any men to behave better, in order to ftrengthen

thefc impreflions. Whatever could be confidered as a

jeft, they received with patience and good nature ; but,

if they were interrupted by any ferious attempt, they

oppofed it with refolute looks and menaces. At ieno-th,

we fo far fucce^ded, as to get all our cafks to the iea-

fide, without any accident of confequence.

While our people were getting the cafks into the

launch, the iniiabiiants, thinking they (houid have no
turther opportunity of plundering, grew more darino-

and infclenc. The fcrjeant of marines luckily fuggefted

to Mr. King, the advantage of fending off his party

tirft into the boats, by whicn means the mufquets would
be taken out of their reach i which, as above related.
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%vere the grand objedLS the iflanders had in view : and i

if they fhouid happen to actack us^ the marines could J

more efFeftually defend us, than if they were an fliore.
\

Every thing was now in the boats, and only Mr^
j

King, Mr. Anderfon, the gunner, and a feaman of the.

«

boat's crev/, remained on fhore. The pinnace lyin^ i

beyond the furf, which we were under a neceffity of
j

fwimming through ,; Mr. King ordered the other twa I

to make the belt of their way to it, and told them he i

would follov/ them. -

They both refufed to comply with this order, and it- 8

became a matter of conteft, who (liould be the laft on t

fhore. Some hafty expreffion it feems, Mr. King had I

iuil before made ufe of to the failor, which he confi-

dered as a reBeftion on his courage, and excited his t

refentment; and the old gunner, as a point of honour i<

was now ftarted, conceived it to be his duty to take a {

part in it. In this whimfical lituation, they, perhaps,
,,

might have long remained, had not the difpute beeni i

fettled by the llones which began to fly plentifully- 1

about us, and by the exclamations of the people from i

the boats, begging us to be expeditious, as the natives •

xvere armed with clubs and fpears, and purfuing us i

into the water. Mr. King arrived firfl at the pinnace,
<

and, perceiving Mr. Anderfon was fo far behind, as I

not to be entirely out of danger, he ordered one muf- -i

quet to be fired ; but, in the hurry of executing his i

orders, the marines fired two. The natives !mmedi-,-<

ately ran away, leaving only one man and a w^oman on \

the beach. The man attempted to rife feverai times, i

but was not able, having been v/ounded in the groin, t

The i)flanders, in a (liort time, returned ; and, fur- *

rounding the wounded man, brandifned their fpears at t

us, with an air of defiance ; but, by the time v/e reached 1

the fnips, fom.e perfons arrived Vv'hich we fuppofed to 3

be the chiefs, by whom, they were all driven ti-om the-

:

fhore.

Captain Clerke, during our abfence, had been un-
\

der terrible apprehenfions for our fafetv; which had
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been confiderably increafed by his miiunderflanding

fome ofthe natives, with whom he had had fome con-

verfation on board. The name of captain Cook being

frequently mentioned, accompanied with circumftantiai

defcriptions of death and deftriiftion , he concluded that

they had received intelligenceof the unfortunate events

at Owhyhde, to which they alluded. But they were
only endeavouring to make him underftand, what wars
had arifen on account of the goats, which captain Cook
had left at Oneeheow, and that the poor goats had been

flaughtered, during the conteft for the property of them.

Captain Clerke, applying thefe fhocking reprefentati-

ons to our misfortunes at Owhyhce, and to an indica-

tion of revenge, fixed his telefcope upon us the whole

timiC ; and, as foon as he faw the fmoke of the mufqucts,

ordered the boats to be put off to our affiilance.

On the 2d of March, being the next day, Mr. King
was again ordered on fnore, with the watering party.

As we had fo narrowly efcapedthe preceding day, cap-

tain Clerke augmented our force from both jfibips, and
we had a guard of forty men under arms. This pre-

caution, however, was found to be unneceffary^ for

the beach was left entirely to ourfelves, and the ground,

-extending from the landing-place to the lake, tahoced.

Hence we concluded, that fome of the chiefs had vifited

this quarter; who, being unable to flay, had confide-

rately taken this ftep, that we might be accommodated
with fafety. Several men appeared with fpears and
daggers, on the other fide of the river, but never at-

tempted to moleft us. Their v/omen came over, and
feated themfelves clofe byus, on the banks; and, about
the middle of the day, fome of the men were prevailed

on to bring us hogs and roots, and alfo to drefs them
for us. When wc had left the beach, they came down
to the fca-fide, and one of them had the audacity to

throw a (lone at us; bu*-, as his conduft was highly

cenfured by the reft, we did not exprefs any kind of
refentment.

VOL. viir. •? C
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On the 3d, we completed our watering, withou? t

much difficulty i and, on returning to the fhips, we j

were informed, that feveral chiefs had been on boards
^

and had apologized for the conduct of their countrymen^
]

attributing their riotous behaviour to the quarrels then i

fubfifting among the principal people of the ifland,
<

and which had deftroyed all order and fubordination. .

The government of Atooi was difputed between i

Toneoneo, who had the fupreme power when we were
\

there the preceding year, and a youth named Teavee. ,1

By different fathers, they are both the grandfons of (

Perreeorannee, king of Woahoo^ w^ho gave Atooi to i

the former,, and Oneeheow to the latter. The quarrel
|

originated about the goats which we had left at Onee-
heow the year before ; they being claimed by Toneo-

\

neo, as that ifland was a dependency of his. The ad- <

herents of Teavee infilling on the right of poffeffion,:
,

both parties prepared to fupport their pretenfions, and I

a battle enfued jufl: before our arrival, v/herein Toneo- •

neo had been defeated. Toneoneo was likely to become 1

more affefted by the eonfequence of this vidtory, than 1

by the lofs of the objedts in difpute ; for the mother of i

Teavee having married a fecond hufband, who was not ;

only a chief at Atooi, but alfo at the head of a powerful !

faClion there, he thought ofembracing the prefent op-

portunity of driving Toneoneo out of the ifland that l

his fon-in-law might fucceed to the government. The 1

goats, which had increafed to fix, and would probably

have ftocked thefe illands in a few years> were deftroyed I

in this conteft.

On the 4th, we were vifited, on board the Refolu- 1

tion, by the father-in-law, the mother, and the fifter

of the young piinee, who made feveral curious prefents 1

to captain Gierke. Among the reft, were fom.e fiih-

hooks, which were made from the bones of Terreeo-
;

boo's father, who had been killed in an unfuccefsful I

defcent upon Woahoo. Alfo a fly-flap, from the hands i

of the prince's fifter, which had a human bone for its i

handle, and had been given to her by her father-in-
j
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%Wy as a trophy. They were not accompanied by

young Teavee, he being then engaged in the perfor-

mance of fome religious rites, on account of the vi6lory

he had obtained.

This day, and the 5th5 and 6th, were employed in

iCompleting the Difcovery's water. The carpenters

were engaged in caulking the fhips, and preparing for

oar next cruife. We no longer received any molefta-

tion from the natives, who fupplied us plentifully with

pork and vegetables.

We were now vifited by an Indian, who, brought

a piece of iron on board, to be formed into the fliapc

:Oi 2. pahooa. It was the bolt of fome large fhip timbers,

but neither the officers nor men could difcover to what

nation it belonged; though, from the fhape of the bolt,

and the palenefs of the iron, they were convinced it

was not Englifh. They inquired Itridtly of the native

how he came pofiefied of it, when he informed them,

that it was taken out of a large piece of timber, which

had been driven upon their ifland, fmce we were there

in January, 1778.

We received a vifit, on the 7th, from Toneoneo,
at which we were furprifed. Hearing the dowager
princefs was on board, he could hardly be prevailed on
to enter the fhip. When they met, they call an angry

lowring look at each other. He did not flay long, and

appeared much dejed:ed. We remarked, however, with

fome degree of furprife, that the women proftrated

themfelves before him, both at his coming and going

away; and all the natives en board, treated him with

that refpe6l which is ufually paid to perfons of his rank.

It was fomewhat remarkable, that a man, who was
then in a ftate of aftual hoftility with Teavee's party,

Ihoiild venture alone within the power of his enemies.

Indeed, the civil diffenfions, which are frequent in all

the fouth-fea iilands, feem to be condufted without

much acrimony ; the depofed governor ftill enjoying

the rank of an Eree, and may put in pradlice fuch mean§
a,s may arife, to regain the confequence which he has

.loft.
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At nincj in the morning of the 8th, we weigheds
and proceeded towards Oneheow, and came to anchor
in twenty fathoms water, at about three in the after-

noon, nearly on the fpot where w^e anchored in 1778.
With the other anchor, we moored in twenty-fix fa-

thoms water. We had a ftrone; gale from the eaftward

in the night, and, the next morning, the fhip had dri-

ven a whole cable's length, both anchors being airfoil
j

brought ahead i in which fituation we were obliged to
j

continue, this and the two following days.
I

The weather being more moderate on the 12th, the '

mafLer was difpatched to the northweft fide of the ifland, .,]

in fearch of a more com.modious place for anchoring,
j

In the evening, he returned, having found a fine bay, 1

with good anchorage, in eighteen fathoms water. The 1

points ofthe bay were in the dire£lion of north by eaft,
1

^nd fouth by well. A fmall village was fituated on the
j

north fide of the bay, to the eaftward of which were
jj

four wells of good water. Mr. Bligh went far enough 'i

to the north to convince himfelf that Oreehoua, and
Oneheow, Were two feparate iflands. .

i

Being now on the point of taking our final leave of
]

the Sandwich Iflands, we fliall here give a general ac- .

]

count of their fituation and natural hiitory, as well as of '

the cuftoms and manners of the natives. This will ferve
1

as a kind of fupplement to the former defcription, which

.

,

was the refult of our firft vifit to thefe iflands. This.'*

group is compofed of eleven iflands, extending in Ion-

.

;

gitude from 199" ^6', to 205'' 6' eaft, and in latitude.
1

from 18° 54V to 22° 15' north. Their names, ac-
j

cording to the natives, are, i. Owhyhee. 2. Atooi, 1

Atowi, or Tov;i; which is alfo fometimes called Kowi.
\

3. Woahoo, orOahoo. 4. Mowee. 5. Morotoi, or
I

iViorokoi. 6. Oreehoua, or Reehoua. 7. Morotin-
|

iicc, or Morokinnee. 8. Tahoora. 9. Ranai, or
j

Oranai. 10. Oneeheow, or Neehcehow, ii.Kahow-
\

rovv'ee, or Tahoorowa. Thefe are all inhabited, ex- i

tcpt Tahoora and Morotinnee. Befides thofe we have
j

enumerated, we lieard of another illandModoo-papapa^
j
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or Komodoo-papapa, fituated on the weft-foiith-weil

of Tahooraj it is low and fandy, and is vifited foiely

for the purpofe of catching turtle and water-fowl. As
we could never learn that the natives had knowledge

of any other iflands, it is moft probable that no others

exift in their neighbourhood.

Captain Cook had diilinguifhed this clufcer of iflands

by the nan^iC of the Sandwich Iflands, in honour of the

earl of Sandwich, then firft lord of the admiralty, un-

der whofe adminiilration he had enriched geography

with fo many valuable difcoveriesj a tribute juiliy due

to that nobleman, for the encouragement and lupport

which thefe voyages derived from his pov/er, and for

the zealous eagernefs with which he feconded the views

of our illuftrious navigator.

Owhyhee, the moft eafterly of thefe iflands, and by
far the iargefb of them all, is of a triangular form, and
nearly equilateral. The angular points conftitute the

northern, fouthern, and eaftern extremities. The la-

titude of the northern extreme is 20*^ 17' north, and
its longitude 204° 2' eail: the fouthern end Hands in

the longitude of 204"^ 15' eaft, and in the latitude of
18^ 54^ north; and the eaftern extremity is in the lati-

tude of 19° 34' north, and in the longitude of 205^ 6'

eaft. The circumference of the whole ifland is about

255 geographical miles, or about 293 Englifti ones. Its

breadth is twenty-four leagues; and its greateft length,

which lies nearly in a north and fouth dire<5lion, is

twenty-eight leagues and a half. It is divided into fix

extenfive diftridls, namely Akona and Koarra, which
are on the weft fide ; Kaoo and Opoona, on the fouth-

eaftj and Ahcedoo and Amakooa, on the nortli-caft.

A mountain named Mouna Koah, (or the mountain
Kaah), which riles in three peaks, continually covered
with fnovv, and may be difcerned at ihz diftance of forty

leagues, feparates the diftrid: of Amakooa from that of
Aheedno. The coaft, to the northward of this moun-
tain, is compofed of high and abrupt cliffs, down which
fall many beautiful cafcades of water. We once fiat^
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tered ourfelves with the hopes of finding a harbour

joond a bluff head, on a part of this coaft, in the lati-

rude of lo'^ lo' north, and in the longitude of 204*^ 26'

eaft; but aft^r w€ had doubled the point, and were

Handing clofe in, we found that it was connefted, by

a low valley, with another elevated head to the north-

weflward. The country rifes in-land with a gradual

afcent, and is interfered by narrow deep glens, or ra-

ther ehafms : it feemed to be well cultivated, and to

have many villages fcattercd about it. The fnowy

mountain above-mentioned is very fceep, and its loweft

part abounds with wood.

The coail of Aheedco is of a moderate elevation;

and the interior parts have the appearance of being

more even than the country towards the north-weft.

\Ye cruifed off thefe two diftritls for near a month i

and, v/henever our diftance from the fhore would per-

mit, were furrounded by canoes laden with refrefhments

of every kind. On this iide of the ifland w-e often met
•with a very heavy fea, and a great fwell, and, as there

|

was much foul ground off the fnore, we feldom made
a nearer approach to the land than tv/o or three leagues.

The coaft towards the north-eaft of Apoona, which

conftitutes the eaftern extreme of the ifiand, is rather

low and flat. In the inland parts the acclivity is very

gradual s and the country abounds with bread-fruit and

cocoa-nut trees. This appeared to us to be tiie fineft part

ofthe whole ifland ; and we were afterwards informed, 1

that the king occafionaily r-efided here. The hills, at i

the fouth-weftern extremity, rife with fome abruptnefs '

from the fea fide, leaving only a narrow border of low i

land towards the beach. The fides of thefe hills were
j

covered with verdure -, but the adjacent country feemed
\

thinly inhabited.
;

When our fhips doubled the eaft point of the ifland, ",

we had fight of another fnowy mountain, called by the '

irsitives Moujia Roa (or the extenfive mountain) which,
j

durins the whole time we were failing alonor the fouth-

.eaftern fide, continued to be a very confpicuous object^ 1
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It was flat at the fummit, which was perpetually in-

volved in fnowj and we once obferved its fides alfo

(lightly covered with it for a confiderable way down.
According to the tropical line of fnow, as determined

by Monfieur Condamine, from obfervations made on
the Cordilleras in America, the height of this mountain
muft be, at leaft, 16,020 feet. It therefore exceeds the

height of the P?V(9 ^d- T'eyde, or Peak of Tenerifte, by
3680 feet, according to the computation of the Che-
valier de Borda, or 724, according to that of Dr. He-
berden. The peaks of Mouna Kaah feemed to be of
the height of about half a mile ; and, as they are v^holly

covered with fnow, the latitude of their fummits muit
at leaft: be 18,400 feet.

The coaft of Kaoo exhibits a moft horrid and difmal

profpe6t J the whole country having, to appearance,,

undergone an entire change from the confequences of
fome dreadful convulfion. T he ground is, in all parts^

covered with cinders, and, in many places, interfered

with blackifli ftreaks, which feem to mark the progrefs

of a lava that has flowedj not many centuries ago, from
Mouna Roa to the fhore. The fouth promontory ap-

pears like the mere dregs of a volcano. The head-

land confifts of broken and craggy rocks, terminating

in acute points, and irregularly piled on each other,

Notwithftanding the dreary afpeft of this part of the

ifland, it contains many villages, and is far more po-
pulous than the verdant mountains of Apoona. Nor is

it very difficult to account for this circumftance. Thefe
iflanders not being poirefled of any cattle, have no oc-

cafion for pafturage ; and are therefore inclined to prefer

fuch ground, as is either more conveniently fituated for

fifhing, or be ft adapted to the cultivation of plantains

and yams. Now amidft thefe ruins, there are many
fpots of rich foil, which are, with great care, laid out
in plantations ; and the neighbouring lea abounds with
excellent fifli of various kinds.

Off this part of the coaft, at lefs than a cables lengih

from the fliore, we did notftrike ground with one hun-
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dred and Hxty fathoms of line, except in a fmall bighl

to the eaft of the fouthern point, where we found from
fifty to fifty-eight fathoms water over a fandy bottom.

It may be proper to obferve, before we proceed to give

an account of the weltern diflrifts, that the whole coaft

we have defcribed, from the northern to the fouthern

extreme, affords not a fmgle harbour, nor the leaft

flicker for {Tiipping.

The fouth-v/eftern parts of Akonaare in a condition

fimilar to that of the adjoining diftrift of Kaoo -, but the

country, further towards the north, has been carefully

cultivated, and is exceedingly populous. In this divi-

fion of the ifland, lies Karakai<.ooa Bay, of which we
have already given a defcription. Scarce any thing isi

feen along the coaft, but the fragments of black fcorched

rocks; behind which, the ground, for the fpace of

about twm miles and a half, rifes gradually, and feems

to have been once covered with loofe burnt ftones.

Thefe have been cleared away by the inhabitants, fre-

quently to the depth of three feet and upwards ; and

the fertility of the foil has amply repaid their labour.

Here they cultivate in a rich aihy mould, the cloth-

plant and fweet potatoes. Groves of cocoa-trees are

fcattered among the fields, which are inclofed with

ftone fences. On the rifing ground beyond thefe, they

plant bread-fruit trees, which flourilh with furprifing

luxuriance.

The diflrift of Koaarra extends from the moft wefl-

erly point to the northern ex'ireme of the ifland. The
whole coaft between them forms a fpacious bay, which

is called by the natives Toe-yah-yah, and is bounded

to the northward by two confpicuous hills. Towards
the bottom of this bay there is foul, corally ground,

that extends to the diftance of a mile from the fhore,

without which there is good anchorage. The country,

'

as far as the eye could difcern, appeared to be fruitful

and populous; but no freili vv^ater was to be found.

The foil feemed to be of the fame kind with that of the

diftri(5t of Kaoo.
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Having thus given an account of the coafts of the

iiland of Owhyhee, and the adjacent country, we fhall

now retail fome particulars refpedling the interior parts,

from the information we obtained from a party, who
(tt out on the 2,6th of January, on an expedition up the

country, principally with an intention of reaching the

fnowy mountains. Having previoufly procured two of

the iflanders to ferve them as guides, they quitted the

village about four o'clock in the afternoon. Their
Gourfe was eafterly, inclining a little to the fouth.

Within three or four miles from the bay, they found

the country as already defcribed; but the hills after-

wards rofe with a lefs gradual afcent, which broughc
them to fome extenfive plantations, confiding of the

taro or eddy root, and fweet potatoes, with plants of
the cloth-tree. Both the taro and the fweet potatoes

are here planted at the diftance of four feet from each
other. The potatoes are earthed up almoll to the top

of the ftalk, with a proper quantity of light mould. The
taro is left bare to the root, and the mould round it is

put in the form of a bafon, for the purpofe of holding

the rain-water; this root requiring a certain degree of

moifture. At the Friendly and Society Illes, the tan?

was conftantly planted in low and moift lituations, and
generally in thofe places where there was the conveni-

ency of a rivulet to flood it. This mode of culture was
confidered as abfolutely neceffary ; but v/e now found

that this root, with the precaution before-mentioned,

fucceeds equally well in a more dry fituation. It wa^.,

indeed, remarked by all of us, that the taro ofthe Sand-
wich Iflands was the beft we had ever tafted.

The walls, by which thefe plantations are fcparated

from each otner, rre compofed of the loofe burnt (tones,

which arc ra' t with in clearing the ground ; and, being

totally concealed by fugar- canes, that are planted ciofe

on each fide, form the moft beautiful fences that can

be imagined.

VOL.VIII. ! D
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Our party (lopped for the night at the fecond hut
they obfcrved among the plantations, were they fup-
poled themfeives to be fix or feven miles diftant fromi

our iliips. The profpe6l from this fpot was defcribed

by them as very delightful ^ they had a view of our

velfeis in the bay before them ; to the left they faw a-

continued range of vilages, interfperfed with groves of
cocoa-nut-trees, fpreading along the fhore : a thick

wood extending itfelf behind them ; and, to the right,,

a very cenfiderable extent of ground laid out witb
great regularity in well-cultivated plantations, dif-

played itfelf to their view. Near this fpot the natives;

pointed out to them at a diftance from every other'

dwelling, the refidencc of a hermit, who, they faid^

had, in the former part of his life, been a great chief

and warrior, but had long ago retired from the fea--

Goafi: of the ifland, and now never quitted the environs-

ofhis cottage. As they repproached him, they, pro-'

ftrated themfeives, and aiterwards prefcnted him with;

fome provifions. His behaviour was eafy, frank, and-

eheerful. He teilified little aftoifhment at the fight of

our people, and though prelfed to axcept of fome
European curiofities, he thought proper to decline the

offer, and foon withdrew to his cottage. Our party

reprt'fented him as by far the moil aged peribn they

had ever feen, judging him to be, at a moderate com-
putation, upwards of a hundred years of age.

As our people had fiippofed that the mountain was

not more then ten or a dozen miles diftant from the

bay, and confequently expeded to reach it with eafe

early the foiiowing morning, they were now greatly

iurprifcd to find the dillance fcarce percievably dimi-

nilhed. This circumftance, with the uninhabited ftate

f^f the country, which they were on the point of enter-

ing, rendering it neceffary to povide a fupply of pro-

sdlions, they difpatched one of their eonduftors back to

the village for that purpofe. Whilft they waited his

return, they were joined by feveral of Kaoo's fervantSy

whom that generous old man had fent after them, loa-
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ifed with refreflimencs, and fully authorifedj as their

roue lay through his gorunds, to demand^ and take

away with them whatever they might want.

Great was the furprife of our travellersj on finding

:the cold here fo intenfe. But as they had no ther-

mometer with them, they could only form their judg-

.inent of it from their feelings j which, from the warm
atmofphere they had quitted, muft have been a very

fallacious method of judging. They found it, how-
ever, fo cold, that they could fcaree get any fleep, and
the iflanders could not ileep at all ; both parties being

difturbed, during the whole night, by continual cough-
ing. As thej^, at this time, eould not be at any very

great height, their diftance from the fea being no more
than fix or feven miles, and part of the road on a very

moderate afcent, this uncommon degree of cold mull
be attributed to the eafterly wind blowing frefb over

the fnawy mountains.

They proceeced on their jouruey early the next

morning, and filled their calibafhes at a well of excel-

lent water, fituate about half a mile from their hut.

After they had pafTed the plantations, they arrived ac

a thick wood, which they entered by a path that had
been made for the convenience of the iflanders, who fre-

quently repair thither for the purpofe of catching birds,

as well as procuring the wild or horfe plantain. Their

J3rogrefs now became extremely flow, and was attend-

ed with great labour j for the ground was either Iwampyj,

or covered vs^ith large flones ; the path narrow, and
often interrupted by trees lying acrofs it, which they

were obliged to climb over, ^s the thicknefs of the

under wood, on each fide, rendered it impra6ticabld

to pafs round them. They faw, in thefe woods pieces

of white cloth fixed on poles, at fmall diftances, v/hich

tthey imagined were land marks for the divifion of
property, as they only obferved them where the wild
plantains grew. The trees Vv^ere of the fame kind widi

f.ht fpice-tree ofNew Holland ^ they were itn.i^hi anci
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lofty, and their circumference was from two to four

feet.

Our party having advanced nine or ten miles in the

wood, had the mortification of finding themfelves, fud-

denly, within fight of the fea, and not very far from

it i tihe path having turned off imperceptibly to the

fouth, and carried them to the right of the mountain,

which it was their intention to reach. Their difap-

pointment was confiderably heightened by the uncer-

tainty under which they now were with relped to its^

true bearings, as they could not, at prefent gain a view

of it from the top ofthe higheil trees. They therefore;^

thought proper to walk back fix or fevcp miles to an

unoccupied hut, v/here they had left two of their own,

people, and three of the natiyes, with the fmall rem-

nant of their provifions. Here they pafied the fccond

night, during which the air was fo extremely fharp,

that, by the morning, their guides were all gone off,

except one.
j

Being now in want of provifions, which laid them
|

nndera necelTjty of returning to fome of the cultivated;
|

parts of the iOand, they left the wood by the fame path
I

by which they had entered it. When they arrived at
J

the plantations, they were furrounded by the iflanders,
j

from whom they purchafed afrejfhfuppiy of necefiariesj
]

and prevailed upon two of them to accompany them as .'

guides, in the room of thofe who had gone away. Hav-
j

ing procured the bcft information they could poffibly ;

obtain, with regard to the dire6tion of their road, the
|

party who were now nine in number, marched for about
I

half a dozen miles along the fl^irts of the wood, and, *

then entered it again by a path leading towards the eaft.

They p:ified, for the firil: three miles, through a forefl
i

of lofty fpice-trees, which grew on a rich loam. At i

the back ofthefe trees they met with an equal extent of' j

low flirubby trees, together with a confiderable quan-
:

lily of thick under-wood, upon a bottom of loofe burnt ;

iiones. This led them to another forcft of fpice-trees,
j

arid the fame rich brownifh foil, which was again fuc-
;
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ceeded by a barren ridge of a fimilar kind with the for-

mer. Thefe ridges, as far as they could be feen, ap-

peared to run parallel with the fea-Ihore, and to have

Mouna Roa for their centre.

As they palled through the woods they found many
iinfinillied canoes, and huts in feveral places ; but they

faw none of the inhabitants. After they had penetrated

almoft three miles into the fecond wood, they arrived

at two huts, where they flopped, being greatly fa-

tigued with the day's journey, in the courfe of which
they had walked, according to their own computation,

atleafi: twenty miles. Having found no fprings from
the tim.e they quitted the plantations, they had greatly

fuffered from the violence oftheir third j in confequence

of which they were obliged, before the evening came
on, to feparate into fmall parties, and go in quell of

water. They, at laft, met with fome that had been

left by rain, in the bottom of a half- finilhed canoe

;

which, though of a reddilh colour, was by no means
unwelcome to them.

During the night, the cold was more intenfe than

before i and though they had taken care to wrap them-
felves up in mats and cloaths of the country, and to keep

a large jEire between the two huts, they could get but

very little deep, and were under the necefiity of walk-

ing about for the greateft part of the night. Their ele-

vation was now, in ail probability, pretty confiderable*

as the ground, over which their journey lay, had been
generally on the afcent.

The next morning, which was the 29th, they fet

out early, with an intention of making their laft and
greatell effort to reach the fnowy mountain; but their

fpirits were confiderabiy deprelled, on finding that the

miferable pittance of water, which they had difcovered

the preceding night, v/as expended. The path, M'hich

reached no further than where canoes had been built,

being now terminated, they were obliged to make their

way as well as they could; frequently climbing up into

^lie mcft lofty trces^ to explore the furrounding coun-
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try. They arrived, about eleven o'clock, at a ridge

of burnt flonesj from the top of which they had a

profpect of the Mouna Roa, which then appeared to

be at the diftance of between twelve and fourteen miles

from them. They now entered into a confukation,
' whether they fhouid proceed any further, or reft con-

tented with the view they now had of the fnowy moun-
tain. Since the path had ccafed, their road had become
highly fatiguing, and was growing ftiil more fo every
ftep they advanced. The ground v/as almofb every

where broken into deep fiflures, which, being flightly

covered v/ith mofs, made them ftumble almoft conti-

nually ; and the intervening fpace confifted of a furface

of loofe burnt ftones, which broke under their ftct.

Into fome of thefe filTures they threw ftones, which
feemed, from the noife they made, to fall to a confi-

derable depth ; and the ground founded hollow as they

walked upon it. Belidcs thefe circumftances, which
difcouraged them from proceeding, they found their

condu6lors fo averfe to going on, that they had reafon

to think they would not be prevailed on to remain out

another night. They, therefore, at length, came to

a determination of returning to the fhips, after taking

s, furvey of the country from the higheft trees they could

find. From this elevation, they perceived themfelves

furrounded with wood towards the fea; they were una-

ble to diftinguifli, in the horizon, the fl<:y from the

water ; and betwixt them and the fnowy mountain, was

a valley of about eight miles in breadth.

The travellers paffed this night at a hut in the fecond

foreft; and the following day, before noon, they had

paffed the firit wood, and found themfelves nine or ten

miles to the north-eaft of the fhips, towards which they

marched through the plantations. As they walked along,

they did not obferve a fpot of ground, that v/as fuf-

ceptible of improvement, leftunplanted; and, indeed,

the country, from their account, could fcarcely be cul-

tivated to greater advantage for the purpofes of rh^

natives,



A VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 599.

They were furprifed at feeing feveral fields of hay;

and, upon their enquiry, to what particular ufe it was

applied, they were informed, that it was intended to

cover the grounds where the young /.^ro grew, in order

to preferve them from being fcorehed by the rays of the

fun. They obfervcd, among the plantations, a few

huts fcattered about, which afforded occafional Hieiter

to the labourers': but they did not fee any villages at a

greater diftance from the fea than four or five miles.

Near one of them, which was ficuated about four miles

from the bay, they difcovered a cave, forty fathoms in.

length, three in breadth, and of the fam€ height. It

"was open at each end 5 its fides were fluted, as if

wrought with a chiffel ; and the furface was glazed

over, perhaps by the aftion of fire.

Having thus related the principal circumftances that

occurred in the expedition to the fnowy mountain at

Owhyhee, we fhall now proceed to defcribe the other

illands of this groupe.

That which is next in fize, and neareft in fituation

to Owhyhee, is Mowee » It Hands at the diftance of
eight leagues north-north-weft from Owhyhee, and is-

one hundred and forty geographical miles in circuit.

It is divided by a low ifthmus into two circular penin-

fulas, of which that to the eaft-ward is named Whama-
dooa, and is twice as large as that to the weft, called

Owhyrookoo. The mountains in both rife to a very^;

great height, as we were able to fee them at the dif-

tance of above thirty leagues. The northern ftiores,

like thofe ofrhe ifle of Owhyhee, afford no foundings >

and the country bears the fame afpeQ: of fertility and

verdure. The caft point of Mowee is in the latitude

ao'' 50^ north, and in the longitude of 204° 4'eaft.

To the fouthward, between Mowee and the adjacent

iflands, we found regular depths with one hundred and.

fifty fathoms, over a bottom of fand. From the wef-

tern point, which is rather low, runs a fhoal, extend-

ing towards the ifland of Ranai, to a confiderable dif-

tance j and to the fouth of this,, is an cxcenfive bav%
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with a fandy beach, fhaded with cocoa-trees. It is noft

improbable, that good anchorage might be met with
here, with fhelter from the prevaihng winds; and that

the beach affords a commodious ianding-place. The
country further back is very romantic in its appearance^

The hills rife almofl: perpendicularly, exhibiting a va-

riety of peaked forms; and their fteep fides, as well as

the deep chafms between them, are covered with trees,

among which thofe ofthe bread fruit principally abound.

The fummits ofthefe hills are perfe6lly bare, and of a

teddifh brov/n hue. The natives informed us, that

there was a harbour to the fouth of the eaftern point,

which they afferted was fuperior to that of Karakakooa;
and we alfo heard that there was another harbour, named
Keepookeepoo, on the north-wcftern fide.

Ranai is about nine miles diftant from Mowee and
Morotoi, and is fituate to the fouth-weft of the paffage

between thofe two ifles. The country, towards the

fouth, is elevated and craggy; but the other parts of
the ifland had a better appearance, and feemed to be

well inhabited. It abounds in roots, fuch as fweet po-

tatoes, taro, and yams; but produces very few plan-

tains, and bread-fruit trees. The fouth point of Ranai

is in the latitude of 20'^ 46' north, and in the longitude

of 203*^ 8' eaft.

Morotoi lies at the diflance of two leagues and a half

to the well: -north-weft of Mowee. Its fouth-weftern

coaft, which was the only part of it we approached,,

is very low; but the land behind rifes to a confiderable

elevation; and, at the diftanee from which we had a

view of it, appeared to be deftitute of wood. Yams
are its principal produce; and it may probably contain

frefh water. The coaft, on the fouthern and weftern

fides of the ifland, forms feveral bays, that promife a

tolerable fhelter from the trade winds. The weft point'

of Morotoi is in the longitude, of 202^ 46' eaft, and in.,

the latitude of 21* 10' north.

Tahoorowa is a fmall ifland fituated off the fouth-.

weftern part of Mowee, from which it is nine miles dii-
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rant. Ic Is deftitute of wood, and its foil feems to be

fandy and unfertile. Its latitude is 20*^ 38' north, and its

longitude 203 "" 27' eaft; between it and Mowec ftands

the little ifland of Morrotinnee, which has no inhabi-

tants.

Woahoo lies about fevcn leagues to the north-weft

of Morotoi, As far as we were enabled to judge, from
the appearance of the north-weftern and north- eaftern

parts (for we had not an opportunity of feeing the

ibuthern fide) it is by far the fincfl of ail the Sandwich
Iflands. The verdure of the hills, the variety of wood
and lawn, and fertile well cultivated valiies, which the

whole face of the country prefented to view, could not

be exceeded. Having already defcribed the bay in

which we anchored^ formed by the northern and Vv^eil-

crn extremes, it remains for us to obferve, that, in

the bight of the bay, to the fouthward of our anchor-

ing-place, we met with foul rocky ground, about two
miles from the fliore. If the ground tackling of a fliip

ihould be weak, and the wind blow with violence from
che north, to which quarter the road is entirely open,,

this circumilance might be attended with fome degree

of danger : but, provided the cables were good, there

would be no great hazard, as the ground for the an-

choring-place, which is oppofite the valley through

which the river runs, to the northern point, confifts of

a fine fand. The latitude of our anchoring-place, is

21^^ 43^ north, and the longitude 202'' 9' eafr.

Atooi lies about tvventy-five leagues north-weft of

Woahoo. The face of the country to the fouthv/ard is

pretty even, but to the north-weft, it is very rugged

and opeuj the hills in the inland part of the country,

^re covered v/ith wood, and decreafe in fize, with a

gentle fiope, tov>?ards the fc,a-Iide, where they are bare.

Though the inhabitants far furpafs the neighbouring

iflanders in the management of their plantations, yet

its productions are in general the fame v/ith that of the

other iflands in "thii duller. Their plantations were di-

yoL. viii,. 3 £
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vided by regular and deep ditches, efpeciaily in the low.

grounds, contiguous to the bay wherein we anchored -,

the fences were elegantly formed, and the roads through
them, were finillied in,, fuch a manner, as v^ouid have

\

done credit to an European engineer. The longitude. %

of Wymoa bay, in this ifland, is aoo° 10' eaft and its !}

longitude 21^ 57^ north. The latter ftands to the
|;j

fouth-wejl, and is uninhabited. Longitude 199° 2>^^ ''\

eail j latitude 21° 43^ north.

Oneeheow lies five or fix leagues to the weftv/ard of

Atooi. The eafcern coaft is high, and rifes abruptly

from the fea, but the other Darts of the ifland confifts I

of lovv^ ground, excepting a round bluff head on the
|

fouth-eaii: point. Yams are here produced in great
1|

abundance, alfo the \\'''itCL root called tee ; but we got ;i

irom it no other fort of provifions.
I

Oreehoua ancl Tahoora are two little iPxands, in the ';

neighbourhood of Qneeheov^ The former is an ele-

vated hummock, :joincd to the northern extremity of
j

Oneeheow by a reer of coral rocks. Longitude 199^
52^ eaft and latitude 22*^ 2^ north.

|

The climate of the Sandwich Ifiands differs very
.;

little fiom tiiat of the Weft India IHands, which are in
|

the famie laLicudc. In general, it m.ay perhaps be more I

moderate. In Karakakooa Bay, the thermom.eter never
|

role higher on Ihore than 88°, and that but one d.-2ij,
]

the. mean height at noon, being 83°. In Wymoa bay,
;

its mean height at twelve o'clock was 76", and at fea,
j

75*^. In the iiland of Jamaica, the mean height of the ]

thermometer is 86°, atiea§o°. . ]

As we were not at thefe iflands, during any of the
,

tempeftuous mcnth?^ we could not difcover, whether
i

rhey are fubjcd; to tiiC famiC violent v/inds and hurri- ^

canes. ITowever, as the natives gave us no pofitive i

leftimony of the fadt, and no vefciges of their eft^efts
'

vvTre any where to be feen, it is probable that in this
j

jefpecl: they refemble the Society or Friendly Ifles, 5

:.vh!chi are, in a great meafure, free from thefe dreadful
j

yj'itations. In the interior parts, there was a greater i
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iqiiantity of rain fell, during the four winter months
thai we continued among thefe iilanders, than ufually

falls during the dry feafon in the Weft Indies. We
generally faw clouds collefting round the fummit of

the hills, and producing rain to leeward ; but they are

loft, and their place fuppiied by others, when they

are feparated from the land by the wind. This hap-

pened daily at Owhyhee -, the mountainous part being

ufually enveloped in a cloud ; ftiowers fucceffively

tailing in the inland country; with fine weather, and a

clear iky at the fea-fhore.

The winds in general were, from eaft-fouth-eafc to

north-eaft ; though they fometimes varied a few points-

each way to the north and fouth ; but thefe were light

and of Ihort duration. We had a conftant land and
fea breeze every day and night in the harbour of Kara-
kakooa.

We can fay nothing certain as to the currents ; fome-
times they fet CO windward, and fometimes to leeward,

without the ieaft regularity. They did not appear to

be governed by the winds, nor any other caufe that I

can ailign ; they often fet to windward againft a frefh

breeze.

The tides are exceedingly regular, flowing and eb-
bing, fix hours each. The flood tides com.e from the

eafiward ; and at the full and change of the moon, it

is high water, forty-five minutes paft three, apparent

time. Two feet feven inches is their greateft rife ;

and we obferved, that the water was always four inches

higher when the moon was above the horizon than

when below.

Hogs, dogs and rats are the only quadrupeds we
obferved in thefe, orany other of the South Sea lilands

yet cifcovered. The dogs are of the fame fpecies with
thofe we fav/ at Otaheice, having pricked ears, long

backs and ihort crooked lej^s. Some of them had lono-

rough hair, and others were perfe6lly Imooth, which
was all the variation we noticed among; them. They
arc about the lize of a Gommcn turnfpit ; and extremely
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fluggifii in their nature > though this may not perhaps

be lb much owing to their natural difpofition as the

manner in which they are treated. We did not obferve

a fingle inilance of their being made a companion here,

but were left to feed and herd with the hogs. Indeed,

the practice of eating them, is an infuperable bar to

their admifiion into fociety ; and as there are neither

Gbje(£cs of chance, nor beafts of prey in the ifland, it

is probable, that the tidelity, attachment, and faga-

city of thefe animals, v/ill rejuain unknown to the na-

tives.

Dogs did not appear to be fo numerous here, in '

proportion, as at Otaheite ; but hogs are much more
plenty, and the breed larger and weightier. It is aito-

nifhing, how large a fupply of provifions we got from
them. We were upwards of three months, either

cruifmg off the coaft, or in harbour at Owyhee. During
all this time, a large allowance of frefh pork was con-

tlantly allowed to both crews ; fo that our confumptiore

was computed at fixty puncheons of five hundred
weight each. Befides this quantity, and the cxtraor- ]

dinary wade, which, amidlt fuch abundance, could i

not be entirely prevented, fixty more puncheons were. "

faked for fea itore. 1 he greater part of this fupply
.1

was drav/n from the ifle of Owyhee alone ; and yet we :

did not perceive that it was at all exhaufted, or even
|

that the plenty had decreafed.
]

The birds of thefe iflands are numerous, though the
j

"i^ariety is not great. Some of them may vie with thofe '

of any country in point of beauty. There are four
j

fpecies that fcem to belong to the trcehiliy or honey \

fuckers of LinniEus. One of them is fomewhat larger
;

than a bullfinch ; its colour is a gloiTy black, and the i

thighs and rump vent are of a deep yellow. The na-
i

tives call it kcctKO. Another is of a very bright fcarlet; :

its wings are bkck, vv'ith a white edge, and its tail is
\

black.. It is named eeeve by the inhabitants. The third
;

is variagated with brown, yellow, and red, and feema .1

to be cither a young bird, or a variety of th« prece- i
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ding. TaHc fourth is entirely green, v/ith a yellow

tinge, is called and akaiearoca. There is aifo a fmali bird

of the fly-catcher kind; a fpccies of thrufl-j, with a

greyifh breail ; and a rail, with very fncri: ^vings, and

no tail. Ravens are met with here, but they are ex-

tremely fcarce ; they are of a dark brown colour, in-

clining to black, and their note' is different from that

of the European raven.

We found here t\yo fmall birds, that were very com-
mon, and both of v/hich. were of ov.t g^nus. One of

thcfe was red, and was uiliaily obferved about the co-

coa-trees, from whence it feemed to derive a confider-

able part of its fubfiftence. The other was of a green

colour. Both had long tongues, which \vere ciliated,

or fringed at the tip. A bird bith a yellow head was

likewife very common here : from the ftru6lure of its

beak, our people called it a paroquet: it, however
does not belong to that tribe, but bears a great refem-

blance to the kxiaflavicanSy or yeilowifh crofs-bill of
Linnseus. Here are alio owls, curlews, petrels, and

gannets ;
plovers of two fpecies, one nearly the fame

as oar v/hiftling plover ; a large white pigeon -, the

comm.on water-hen; and a long-tailed bn^d, which is

of a black colour, and the vent and feathers under the

wings yellow.

The vegetable produce of die Sandwich Ifles is not

very different from that of the other iflands of the Pa-

cific Ocean. We have already obferved, that the taro

root, as here cultivated, v/as fuperior to any we had
before tailed. The bread-fruit-trees thrive here, nor

indeed in fuch abundance as at Otaheite, but they pro-

duce tVv'ice as much fruit as they do on the rich plains

of that illand. The trees are nearly of the fame height;

but the branches Ihoot out from the trunk confiderably

1-ovver, and with greater luxuriance of vegetation. The
fugar-canes of thefe iilands grow to an extraordinary

fize. One of them was brought to us at Atooi, v/hoic

circumference was eleven inches and a- quaru r ; and it

had fourteen feet e.at2,ble. At Oneeheow w'e'^fiw fomc
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large brown roots, from fix to ten pounds in weighty
relembling a' yam in ihape. The juice, ofwhich they
yield a great quantity, is very fweet, and is an excellent

iuccedaneum for fugar. The natives are exceedingly

fond of it, and make ufe of it as an article of their com-
mon diet j and our people likewife found it very pala-

table and \yholefome.' Not being able to procure the

leaves of this vegetable, v/e could not afcertain to what
fpecies of plant it belonged; but we fuppofed it to be

the root of fome kind of fern.

The natives of the Sandwich Ifles are doubtlefs of the
fime extra-ftion with the inhabitants of the Friendly

and Society Iflands, of New- Zealand, the Marquefas,
and Eafrcr Ifland -, a race which poJleiTes all the known
lands between the longitude of 167*^ and 260*^ eail,

and between the latitude of 47° fouth, and 11^ north.

This fafc, extraordinary as it is, is not only evinced

by the general refemblance of their perfons, and the

great firnilarity oftheir manners and cuftoms, but feems !

to be eftabliihed, beyond all controverfy, by the iden-
|

tity of their language. It may not, perhaps, be very
|

dirKcuk to conjefture, from what continent they ori- '

ginally emigrated, and by what fteps they had difFufed
j|

themfelves over fo imm.enfe a fpace. They bear ftrong v

marks of affinity to fome of the Indian tribes, which
;i

inhabit the Ladrones and Caroline Ides ; and the fame I

affinity and refemblance, may aifo be traced among the
|

Malays and the Battas. At what particular time thefe I

migrations happened is lefs eafy to afcertain j the pe- *

rioi], in all probability, v/as not very late, as they are •:

very populous, and have no tradition refpe6ning their
\

own origin, but what is wholly fibulous ; though, on >

the other hand, the fimplicity which is ftill prevalent
]

in their m.anners asid habits of life, and the unadulte-
]

rated frate of their general language, f^em to demon-
\

ftrate, that it could not have been at any very remote •

period.
;

The Sandv/ich liianders, in general, exceed the <

middle fize, and arc well made. They walk in a very ^

:i
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graceful manner, run with confiderable agility, and are

capable of enduring a great degree of iatigue : but,

upon the whole, the men are inferior, with refpedl to

aftivity and ftrength, to the inhabitants of the Friendly-

Wands,' and the women are lefs delicate in the forma-
tion of their limbs than the Otaheitean females. Their
complexion is fpmewhat darker than that of the Ota-
heiteansi and they are not altogether fo handfome in

their pcrfons as the natives of the Society Ifles. Many
pf both fexes, however, had fine open countenances;

and the women, in particular, had white well-fet teeth,

good eyes, and an engaging fweetnefs and fenfibility of

look.

The hair of thefe people is of a browniili black, nei-

ther uniformly curling, like that of the African negroes,

nor uniformly fbraight, as am.ong the Indians of Ame-
rica^ but varying, in this refpedt, like the hair of Eu-
ropeans, There is one ftriking peculiarity in the fea-

tures of every part of this great nation; which is, that

even in the moil handfome faces, there is always ob-
fervable, a fulnefe of the noftril, without any fiatnefs

or fpreading of the nofe, that diftinguifhes them from
the inhabitants of Europe. It is not wholly improba-
ble, that this may be the effed: of their cuftomary

method of falutation, which is performed by preffing

together the extremities of their nofes.

The fame fuperiority that we generally obferved at

other iflands in the perfons of the Erees^ is likewife found

here. Thofe that were feen by us were perfeftiy well

formed ; whereas the lower clafs of people, befides their

general inferiority, are fubjed: to all the variety of
figure and make, that is met v^/ith in the populace of
other parts of the world.

There are more frequent infcances of deformity here,

than in any of the other ifiands we vifited. While v/e

vv'ere cruifing of Owhyhee, tvvo dwarfs came on board;

one of.whom was an old man, of the height of four ^tti

two inches, but very well proportioned ; and the other

. •^ya't. a Vv-oman, nearly of the fame ftatute. We after-
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wards faw, among the natives, three who were hump-
backed, and a young man who had been deilitute of

hands and feet, from the very mornent of his birth.

Squinting is aifo common among them; and a man,
^ho, they toid us, had been born blind, was brought

to us for the purpofe of being cured. Befidcsthefe par-

ticular defe<5l:s, they are, in general, extremely iubjeft

to boils and ulcers, which fome of us afcribed to the

great quantity of fait they ufually eat with their fifh and
fiefh. Though the Erees are free from thefe complaints,

many of them experience ftili more dreadful efFefts from
the too frequent ufe of the ava. Thofe who were the

more affedied by it, had their eyes red and inflamed,

their lim.bs emaciated, their bodies covered with a whi-

tiih fcurf, and their whole frame trembling and paraly-

tic, attended with adifability ofraifmg their heads.

Though it does not appear that this drug univerfally

ihortens life, (for Terreeoboo, Kaoo, and feveral other

chiefs, w^ere far advanced in years) yet it invariably

brings on a premature and decrepid old age. It is a

fortunate circumftance for the people, that the ufe of

it is made a peculiar privilege of the chiefs. The
young fon of Terreeoboo, who did not exceed twelve

or thirteen years of age, frequently boalled of his being

admitted. to drink ava^ and inewed us, with marks of

exultation, a fmall fpot in his fide that v/as beginning

to grov/ fcaly.

When captain Cook firil vifited the Society Ifles,

this pernicious drug was very little known among them.

In his fecond voyao-e, he found it greatly in vogue at

Uiietea; but it had ilill gained little gtound at Otaheite.

During the lad time we were there, the havock it had

made was almoil incredible, infomuch that captain

Cook fcarce recognized m.any of his former acquain-

tances, ll is aifo confiantly drunk by the cliiefs of the

Friendly Ifles, but fo much diluted with water, that it

fcarcely produces any bad confequences. At Atooi,

likewife, it is ufed with great moderation; and the

.chiefs of thai ifland are, on this account, a much finer
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ki of men, than thofe of the neighbouring iflands. It

was remarked by us, that, upon difconcinuing the ufe

of this root, its noxious effects quickly wore off. Wc
prevailed upon our friends Kaoo and Kaireekeea, tQ

abftain from it; and they recovered furprifingly during

the fliort time we afterwards remained among them.

To form any probable conjeftures with regard to the

populations of the iflands, with many parts of which v/e

have but an imperfed: acquaintance, may be thought

highly difficult. There are two circumftances, hov/-

ever, v/hich remove much of this objecliion. One is,

that the interior parts ofthe country are almofb entirely

uninhabited J if, therefore, the number of thofe who
inhabit the parts adjoining to the coaft, be afcertained^i

the whole will be determined with fome degree of ac-

curacy. The other circumftance is, that there are no
towns of any confiderable extent, the houfes of the

iflanders being pretty equally fcartered in fmall villages

round all tpeir coafls. On thefe grounds we fhall ven-

ture at a rough calculation of the number of perfons in

this duller of iflands.

Kaarakakooa bay, in Owhyhee, is about three miles

in extent, and comprehends four villages of abouteighty

houfes each, upon an average, in all three hundred and

twenty ;" befldes many llraggling habitations, which
may miake the whole amount to three hundred and fifcy.

If we allow fix people to each houfe, the country abcur

the bay will then contain two thoufand one hundred

perfons. To thefe we may add fifty families, or three

hundred fouls, which we imagine to be nearly the num^-

ber employed among the plantations in the interior parts

oftheiflind; miking, in all, two thouland four hun-
cIreJ. If this number be applied to the whole coaf:

round the ifland, a quarter being deduited for the un-

inhabited parts, it Vv'ill be iound t ) contain a hundred

and fifty thoufand perfons. The ether Sandv/ich Iflands,

by the fame method of calculation, will appear to con-

tain the foiiov/ing num.ber of inhabitants : Mowee,
. VOL. viir. 3 F
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fixty five thoufand four hundred ; Atooi, fifty-four'

thoufand; Marotoi, thirty- fix thoufand ^ WoahoOj fixty

thoufand two hundred ; Ranai, twenty thoufand four

hundred i Oneeheow, ten thoufand; and Oreehoua,
four thoufando- Thefe numbers, including the hundred
and fifty-thoufand in Owhyhee, will amount to four

hundred thoufand. In this computation we have by no
means exceeded the truth in the total amount.

It riiufi be ack-nowledged, notwithftanding the great

lofs we fuflained from the fuddcn refentment and vio-

lence of thefe iflanderSj that they are of a very mild

and afFecflionate difpofition, equally remote from the

diftant gravity and referve ofthe natives of the Friendly

Ifle, and the extreme volatility of the Otaheiteans.

They feem to live in the greatefl friendfliip and har-

mony vi7ith each other. Thofe Vv^omen who had chil- <

dren, Ihewed a remarkable aftcftion for them, and paid l|

them a particular and conftant attention ; and the meny
i

with a VvHllingnefs that did honour to their feelings, !

frequently afforded their affiftance in thofe domeflie i

employments. We muft, however, remark, that they
'

are greatly inferior to the inhabitants of the other iflands,- ^

in that beft criterion of civilized manners, the refpeft -

paid to the female fex. Here the women are not only •''

deprived of the privilege of eating wdth the men, but
j

are forbidden to feed on the beft forts of provifions.
j

Turtle, pork, feveral kinds of fifh, and fome fpecies
|

of plantains, are denied them; and we were informed,
|

that a girl received a violent beating, for having eaten,
|

while fne ^vis on board one of our fliips, a prohibited J

article of f'^od. With regard to their domeftic life, they
;

fcem w live aimoft wholly by themfelves, and meet I

wich little a^*:encion from the m^en, though no inftances i

ofperfcnal ill-treatment were obferved by us. 1

We have abea:'}^ had occafion to mention the great
\

kindnefs axid hofr.itaii:}^, with which they treated us.
\

Whenever we went afhore, there was a continual ftrug- '

rie who fhould be mof: forward in offering little prefen'ts

fur our acceptance, bringing provifions and refreia-
;
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ments, orteflifying fome otlier mark of refpeft. The
aged perfons conitantly received us with tears ofjoy,

appeared to be highly gratified with being permitted to

touch us, and were frequently drawing comparifons

between us and themfelves, with marks of extreme

humility. The young women, likewife, were exceed-

ingly kjnd and engaging, and attached themfelves to

us, without referve, till they perceived, notwithftand-

ing all our endeavours to prevent it, that they had caufe

to repent of our acquaintance. It muil, however, be

obferved, that thefe females were in al\ probability, of

the inferior clafs; for we faw very fev/ women of rank

during our continuance here.

Thefe people, in point of natural capacity, are by
no means, below the common flandard of the human
race. The excellence of their manufadlures, and their

improvements in agriculture, are doubtlefs adequate to

their fituation and natural advantages. The eagernefs

of curiofity, with which they ufed to attend the armour-
er's forge, and the various expedients which they had

invented, even before our departure from thefe idands,

for working the iron obtained from us, into fuch forms

as were beft calculated for their purpofes, were ftrong

indications of docility and ingenuity. Our unhappy
friend, Kaneena, was endowed with a remarkable

quicknefs of conception and a great degree ofjudicious

curiofity. He was extremely inquifitive with refpedh

to our mianners and cuftomis. He enquired after our

fovereign: the formof our government; the mode ofour

conftrutling our fliips ; the produftions ofour country

;

our numbers -, our method of buiding houfes ; whether
we waged any wars, with whom, on what occafions,

and in v/hat particular manner they were carried en

,

who was cur deity ; befidcs many other queilions of a

fimilar import, w^hich feemed to indicate a comprehen-
five underllanding. We obferved two inilances ofper-

fons d'fordered in their fenfes; the one a woman at

Oneehe jvv", the other a man at Owyhee. From the ex-

traordinary refped and attention paid. to them, it ap-
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peared, that the opinion of their being divinely infpir-

ed, which prevails among mod of the oriental nations,

is alfo countenanced here.

It is highly probable, that the pra&ice of feeding on

the bodies of enemies, was originally prevalent in all

the iflands of the Pacitic Ocean, though it is not known,
by pofitive and decifive evidence, to exifb in any of

them, except New-Zealand. The olfering up human
|

vidlims, v/hich is manifeftlya relique of this barbarous I

cufliom, ftill univerfally obtains among thefe iflanders; 1

and it is not difficult to conceive why the inhabitants
\

of New-Zealand ihould retain the repaft, which was, !

perhaps, the concluding part of thefe horrid rites, for
}

a longer period than the reft of their tribes, v»^ho were
\

iituated in more fertile regions. As the Sandwich iflan- \

ders, both in their perfons and difpofition, bear a nearer !

refemblance to the New-Zealanders, than to any oth':;r i

people of this very extenfive race, Mr. Anderfon was
j

ilrongly inclined to fufped-, that, like them, they arc
!

ftill cannibals. The evidence, which induced him to !

entertain this opinion, has been already laid downj
but, as Mr. King had great doubts of the juftnefs of

his conclufions, we fi^all mention the grounds on which

he ventured to differ from him. With regard to the >

intelligence received on this head from the natives, i

themfelves, it may not be improper to obferve, that
|

moft of the officers on board took great pains to inquire
|

into fo curious a circumilance ; and that, except in the
j

inftances above referred to, the iflanders invariably de-
|

nied that any fuch pradtice exifted among them. !

Though Mr. Anderfon's fuperior knowledge of the
|

language of thole people ought certainly to give confi- }

derable weight to his judgment, yet when he examined
j

the man who had the little parcel containing a piece of
i

faked fiefii, Mr. King, who v/as prefent on that occa- ]

iion, was ftrongly of opinion, that the figns miade ufe !

of by the ifianderintim.aced nothing more, than that it ;

was defigned to be eaten, and that it was very agreeable

or wholcfome to t'.e ftn.mach. In this fentiment Mr.
!
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King was confirmedj by a circumftance of wliich he

was informed, after the deceafc of his ingenious friend

Mr. Anderfon, namely, that moil of the inhabitants of

thefe iflands carried about with them a fmall piece of

raw pork, v/eli faked, either put in a cahbafh, 01

wrapped up in fome cloth, and faifened round the vi/aift:

this they eiccemed a great delicacy, and would fre-

quently tafte it. With regard to the confufion the lad

was in, (for his age did not exceed fixteen or eighteen

years), no perfon could have been furprifed at it, who
had been witnefs of the earncft and eager manner in

which Mr. Anderfon interrogated him.

Mr. King found it lefs eafy to controvert the argu-

ment deduced from the ufe of the inilrument made
vv'ith fhark's teeth, which is of a fimilar form with

that ufed by the New-Zealanders for cutting up the

bodies of their enemies. Though he believed it to be

an undoubtful fadt, that they never make ufe of this

iniirument in cutting the flefli of other animals, yet as

the praftice of facrificing human viclims, and of burn-

ing the bodies of the flain, ftill prevails here, he con-

fidered it not altogether improbable that the ufe of this

knife (if it may be fo denominated) is retained in thole

ceremonies. He was, upon the whole inclined to ima-

gine, and particularly from the lall mentioned circura-

llance, that the horrible cuftom of devouring human
Beih has but lately ceafed in thefe and other ifiands

of the Pacific Ocean. Omai acknowledged, that his

countrymen, inftigated by the fury of revenge, would
fomctimes tear with their teeth the flefh of their flain

enemaes ; but he peremptorily denied that they ever

eat it. The denial is a ilrong indication that the

pradice has ceafed j for in New-Zealand, v/here it is

Itill prevalent, the natives never fcrupled to confefs

it.

The Sandwich ifianders, almofl: univerfally, per-

mit their beards to grow. There were, however, a

{qw who cut off their beard entirely, among whom
was the aged king ; and others wore it only on theif
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upper lip. The fame variety that is found among the

other iflanders of this ocean, with refpe6l to the mode
of wearing the hair, is iikewife cbfervabie here. They
have, befides, a fafnion which feems to be pecuHar
to themfclves : they cut it clofe on each fide of their

heads, dov/n to their ears, and leave a ridge, of the

breadth of a fmail hand, extending from the forehead

to the neck; which when the hair is pretty thick and

curling, refembles in point of form, the creft of the

helmet of ancient warrior. Some of them wear great

quantities of falfe hair, flowing in long ringlets clown

their ba'cks ; while others tie it into one round bunch
on the upper part of their head, nearly as large as the

head itfeif; and fome into fix or feven feparate

bunches. They ufe, for the purpofe of daubing or

fmearing the hair, a greyifh clay, mixed with fhells

reduced to powder, which they keep in balls, and

chev/ into a fort of pafte, whenever they intend to

make ufe of it. This compofitlon preferves the

fmoothncfs of the hair, and changes it, in procefs of

time to a pale yellow.

Necklaces, confifting of ftrings of fmall variegated

fhells, are worn by both men and women. They alfo

wear an ornament, about two inches in length, and

half an inch in breadth, fhaped like the handle of a

cup, and made of ftone, wood, or ivory, extremely

well poliflied : this is hung round the neck by fine

threads of tv/ifted hair, which are fometimes doubled

an hundred fold. Some of them., inftead of this or-

nament, wear a fmall human figure on their bread,

formed of bone, and fufpended in a limilar manner.

Both fexes make ufe of the fan, or fiy-fiap, byway
of ufe and ornament. The moft common fort is com-
pofed of cocoa-nut fibres, tied loofely in bunches, to

the top of a poiifiied handle. The tail-feathers ot

the cock, and thofe of the tropic-bird, are ufed for the

fame purpofe. Thofe that are moft in eReem, are

fuch as have the handle formed of the leg or arm

bones of an enemy killed in battle : thefe are preferred
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with extraordinary care^ and are handed down from

father to fon, as trophies of the higheft value.

The praftice of tatooing, or punduring the body,

prevails among thefe people ; and, of ail the iflands

in this ocean, it is only at New-Zealand, and the Sand-

wich Ifles, that the face is tacooed. There is this dif-

ference between thefe tv/o natins, than the Nev^-Zea-

landers perform this operation in elegant fpiral volutes,

and the Sandwich Llanders in ftraight lines, thatinter-

fedt each other at right angles.

Some of the natives have half their body, from
head to foot, tatooed, which gives them a moft ftrik-

Ing appearance. It is generally done with great neat-

nefs and regularity. Several of them have only an

arm thus marked ; others a leg ; fome, again, tatoo

both an arm and a leg ; and others only the hand. The
hands and arms of the women are punftured in a very

neat manner ; and they have a remarkable cuftom of

tatooing the tip of the tongues of fome of the females.

We had fome reafon to imagine, that the pradice of
punfturing is often intended as a fign of mourning, on
the deceafe of a chief, or any other calamitous occur-

rence : for we were frequently informed, that fuch a

iliark was in memory of fuch a chief j and fo of others.

The people of the loweft order are tatooed with a par-

ticular mark, v/hich diflinguiflies them as the pro-

perty of the chiefs to whom f.hey are refpediively fub-

jed'. The common drefs of the men of all ranks con-

lifts, in general, of a piece of thick cloth called the

7narOy about a foot in breadth, which pafies betv/een

the legs, and is faftened round the waift. Their mats,

which are of various fizes, but, for the moft part,

about five icet in length, and four in breadth, are

thrown over their fliOulders, and brought forward be-

fore. Thefe, however, are rarely made ufe of, ex-

cept in time of war, for which purpofe they appear to

be beuer calculated than for common ufe, fmcc they
are of a thick heavy texture, and capable of breaking
the blow of a ftone, or of any blunt w^eapon. They
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generally go barefooted, except when they travel eve?
;

burnt ftones, on which occafion they feciire their feec
j

with a kind of fandal, which is made of cords, twilled '

from cocoa-nut fibres.
j

Befides their ordinary drefs, there is another, which
j

is appropriated to therr chiefs, and worn only on ex-
j

traordinary occafions. It confifts of a feathered cloak i

and cap, or helmet, of undommon beauty and magni- ''

ficence. This drefs having been minutely defcribed, I

in a former part of our work, we have qnly to add,
]

that thefe c].':.aks are of different lengths, in proportion
|

to the rank of the peribn who wears them ; fbmc trail-
jj

ing en the ground, and others no lower than the mid- ;

die. The chiefs of inferior rank have likewife a fhort
{

clcak, which refcmbles the former, and is made of the
;

long tail-feathers of the cock, the man-of-war bird, and ]

the tropic-bird, having a broad border of fmall yellov/
;

and red feathers, and aifb a collar of the fame. Others '\

are com-pofed of white feathers, with variagated bor- J

ders. The cap or helmet, has a ftrong lining of wicker- :

work, fufEcient to break the blow of any warlike wea- .;i

pon ; for which purpofe it appears to be intended.- ',

Tliefe feathered dreifes feemed to be very fcarce, and v

to be v;orn only by the male fex. During our v/hole i

continuance in Karakakooa bay, Vv'e never obferved i

them ufed, except on three occafions i firft, in the
^

remarkable ceremony of Terreoboo's firfl vific to our I

ihips ; fecondly, by fome chiefs, who appeared among
j

the crowd on fhore, when our unfortunate commander •

was killed -, and thirdly, when his bones v/ere brought
i

to us by Eappo.
\

The ilriking refemblance of this habit to the cloak
'

and helmet which the Spaniards formerly wore, excited
\

our curiofiiy to enquire, vv'hethcr there might not be
;

fome reafonable grounds for imagining that it had *

been bonovsz-ecl from them. After all our endeavors
I

to gain information on this head, we found, that the
,

natives had no immediate acquaintance v;ith any oehcr i

people whatever ^ and tiia: no ti-adidon exilled among
j
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Ihcm of thefe ifiands having ever before received a vifit

from fuch vefTels as our's. However, notwithftanding

the refult of our inquiries on this fubjedl, the fdfm of

this habit feems to be a fufficient indication of its Eu-
ropean origin 3 particularly when We refleft on another

€:ircumftance, viz. that it is a remarkable deviation

fi'om the general agreement of drefs, which is preva-

lent among the feveral branches of this great tribe, dif-

p'erfed over the Pdeific Ocean. From this conclufion,

we were induced to fuppofe, that fome buccaneer, or

Spanifh fhip, might have been wrecked in the neigh-

bourhood of thefe ifiands. When it is confidcred, that

the courfc of the Spaniih trading veffcls from Acapuica
to Manilla, is not many degrees to the fouth of the

Sandwich Mes, on their paiiage out, and to the north,

on their return, this fuppofition will not, wc think, be

deemed improbable.

There is very little difference between the common
drefs of the men and that of the women. The latter

wear a piece of cloth Wrapped round the waift, which
defcends halfv/ay down txhtir thighs ; and fometimes,

during the cool of the evening, they throw loofe pieces

of fine cloth over their flioulders, like the Otaheitean

females. The pan is another drefs, which the younger
part of the fex often wear : it confifts of the thinneft

and fineil cloth, wrapped feveral times round the mid-
dle, and reaches down to the leg ; fo that it has the

appearance of a full fhort petticoat. They cut their

hair fliort behind, and turn it up before, as is the cuf-

tom among the New-Zealanders, and the Otaheitans„

One woman, indeed, whom we faw in Karakakooa
Bay, had her hair arranged in a very lingular mode 5

file had turned it up behind, and having brought it

over her forehead, had doubled it back, fo that it

formed a fort of fhade to her face, and fomewhat re-~

fembled a fmall bonnet.

Befides their necklaces, which are compofed of
fhells, or of a fliining, hard, red berry, they wear dried

YOL. VIII.
;i
G
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flowers of the Indian mallow, formed into wreaths'

5

and likevvife another elegant ornament termed eraie^

which is fome times fattened round the hair, in the "\

manner of a garland, but is ufually put round the neck j,
'!

though it is occafionally worn in both thefe ways at i

once. It is a kind of ruff, about as thick as a finger,
ij

formed v/ith great ingenuity, of very fmall feathers,
;

woven together fo clofely, that the furface may be 1

equal to the richeft: velvet in fmoothnefs. The ground |

is, in general, red, with alternate circles of black, yel- \

low and green. <

We have already defcribed their bracelets, of which
]

they have a variety. Some of the women of Atooi
]

wear fmall figures of the turtle, made very neatly
''

of ivory or wood, faftened on their fingers in the fame
]

manner that rings are worn by us. There is likewife
\

an ornament confiiiing of fliells, tied in rows on a ?

ground of ftrong net- work, fo as to ftrike againft each- a

other, while in motion ; which both fexes, when they \

dance, failen either round the ancles, or jufl below the
|

knee, or round the arm. They fcmetimes, inftead of i

fhclls, ufe for this purpofe, the teeth of dogs, and a= .

hard red berry.
•'

Another ornamient, if indeed it deferves that appel- ;

lation, remains to be defcribed. It is a fort of mafk^
'

comoofed of a large gourd, havino; holes cut in it for i

the nofe and eyes. The top of it is ftuck full of little I

green twigs, which appear at fome diftance, like a
]

waving plume j and the lower part has narrow ftripes
j

of cloth hanging from it, fcmewhat refembling a beard, i

Thefe maiks we never faw worn but on two occafions,
|

and both times by a riumber of perfons afTembled in a-
'

cance, who approached the fide of the Ihip, laughing.
]

and making droll gefciculadons. We could never learrr
,

whether they were not aifo made ufe of as a defence for
]

ihc head'againfi; (tones, or in fome of their public '

fports and games, or were difguifed merely for the i

p'jipofes of m'jmraery.
^,

They dwell together in fmall towns or villages, which
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contain from about one hundred to two hundred hou-

fes, built pretty clofe to each other, without order or

regularity, and have a v/inding path that leads through

them. They are frequently flanked, tovvards the fea-

.fide, with loofe detached walls, which arc, in all pro-

bability, intended for fhelter and defence. The form
of their habitations we have before defcribed. They are

of various dimenfions, from forty-five feet by twenty-

four, to eighteen by twelve. Some are of a larger

iize, being fifty feet in length, and thirty in breadth,

and entirely open at one end. Thefe, we were in-

formed, were defigned for the accommodation offlran-

gers or travellers, whofe ftay was likely to be fiiort.

Their furniture having been already mentioned, we
have only to add, that, at one end of their houfcs., are

mats, on which they repofe, with wooden pillows, or

(leeping-ftools, perfe6lly refembling thoic of the Chi-

nefe. Some of the beft houfes have a court-yard before

them, railed in very neatly, with fmaller habitations

for fervants erefted round it: in this area the family

iifually eat and fit in the day-time. In the fides of the

iiills, and amongft the fleep rocks, we faw feveral holes

or caves, which feemed to be inhabited; but, the en-

trance being defended by wicker-work, and, in the

only one that we viiited, a flone fence being obferved

running acrofs it within, we fuppofed that they were

chiefly inteaded a-s places of retreat, in cafe of an attack

from enemies.

The people of an inferior clafs feed principally 01
lifh, and vegetables, fuch as plaintains, bread-fruit,

-fweet potatoes, fugar canes, yams, and taro. To
thefe, perfons of fuperior rank add the flefli of dogs

and hogs, drefled after the fame method that is prac-

tifed at the Society liles. They likewife eat fowls of

a domeflic kind, which however, are neither plentiful,

nor in any great degree of efbimation.

Though, on our firfl arrival at thefe ifiands, yams
and bread-fruit feemed fcarce, we did not fmd this tc
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be the cafe on our fe.cond viGr : it is therefore probable,
that, as thefe vegetable articles were coipmonly planted
in the interior parts of the country, the illandcrs had
not had faiHcient time for bringing them down to us.

j

during our fhort contujuance in Wymoa Bay, on our !

firilvifit. i

They lak their fifh, and prelerve them in gourd-,
|

ilielis; not, indeed, with a view of providing againil an i

occafional fcarpity, but frorn the inclination they have ']

for faked provifzons ; for we alfo found, that the chiefs '

frequently had piepes of pork pickled in the fame man-
|

ner, which they confidered as a great delicacy. Their :i

cookery is much the fame as at the Friendly and Society ';

Iflands, and though fome of pyr people difliked their
\

taro puddingSj on account of their fournefs, others were
;

of a different opinion. It is remarkable, that they had
\

not acquired the art of preferving the bread-fruit, and
\

jTiaking of it the four pafte nam.ed ?naihee, as is the prac- '

ticeat the Society Illesj and it afforded ys great fatis- '

fadion, that we had it in our power to communicate to
;

them this ufeful fecret, in return for the generous and \

hofpitable treatment we received from them. 1

They are very cleanly in their meals ; and their me-
'

thod of dreffing both their vegetable and animal food,
:

was uniyerfaliy acknowledged to be fuperior to our's.
\

The Erees confcantly begin their meals with a dofe of i

the extrad of pepper-root, or ava, prepared in the \

ufiial mode. '
' .^

Jhey generally rife with the fun; and, after having \

enjoyed the cool of the evening, retire to their repo§ i

a few hours after iiin-let. The Erm are occupied in
;

making canoes and mats; the Tow^ows s^re chietly em- I

ployed in the plantations, and alfo in filhing; and the .:

women are engaged in the manufaflure of cloth. They
|

aniufe themfelves, in their leifure hours, with various
diverfions. Their young perfons, of both fexes, are \

fond ofdancing; and, on more folemn occafions, they
;

entertain themfelves with wreftiing and boxing matches';,^ i

performed affer the manner of the natives ofthe Friendly'
'
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Jilands; to whom, however, they are greatly inferior-

jn all thefc refpe61:s.

The muric of thefe people is of a jr"tie kind -, for the

.on]y rpufical inftruments that we obfcrved among them,

were drums of various fizes. Their fongs, however,

whjch they are faid to fmg in parts, and which they ac-

company with a gentle motion of their arrps, like the

inhabitants of the Friendly Iflands, have a very plcaf-

ing effeft.

They are greatly addifted to gambling. One of their

gaijies refembles our game of draughts; but, frprn the

nurnber of fquares, itfeems to be much more intricate.

The board is of the length of about two faety and is

divided into two hundred and thirty-eight fquares,

fourteen in a row. In this g^iP-e they ufe bjack and

white pebbles, which they move froiij one fquare to

another. iVnother of their games confifts in concealing

a fi:ope under fome cloth, which is fpread out by one

of the parties, and rumpled in fuch a manner, that it is

(i^fficu^t to diftinguiHi where the flone lies. The anta-

gonift then ftrikes with a ftick, that part of the cloth

where he fuppofes the ftone to be; and the chances

being, upon the whole, againft his hitting it, odds of

9,11 degrees, varying with the opinion of the dexterity

©f the parties, are laid on the occafion.

Xhey often entertain themfelves with races between

boys and girl?; on which occafions they lay wagers with

great fpirit, We faw a man beating his bread, and

tearing his hair, in thp violence of rage, for having loil

' three hatchets at one pf thefe races, which he had pur-

chafed from us with near half his property a very litile

time before.

Both fexes are furprifmgly expert in fwimmingj

v^^hich, arr.ojig thefe people, is not only deemed a ne-

celfary art, but is alfo a favourite diverfion. One par-

ticular method, in w^hich we fometimes faw them amufe

themfelves with this exercifcs, in Karakakooa bay,

deferves to be related. The furf, that breaks on the

^paft round this bay^ extends about one hundred an4.
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fSty yards from the iliore; and, within that fpace, the

furges of the fea are dallied againll the beach with ex-

treme violence. Whenever the impctuofity of the furf

is augmented to its greateft height, they make choice
I

of that time for this amufement, which they perform in
|

the following manner. About twenty or thirty of the 1

iflanders take each a long narrow board, rounded at
j

both ends, and fet out from the fhore in company with i

each other. They plunge under the firft wave they
\

meet, and, after they have fuffered it to rollover them, :i

rife again beyond it, and fwim farther out into the fea. ;

They encounter the fecond wave in the fame manner i

with the firft. The principal difficulty confifts in feiz- 1

ing a favourable opportunity of diving under it^ for,
]

if a perfon miffes the proper moment, he is caught by !

the furf, and forced back with great violence i and his :

iitmoft dexterity is txhen required, to prevent his being
I

dafned againft the rocks. When, in confequence of
j

thefe repeated efforts, they have gained the fmooth wa-
]

ter beyond the furf, they recline themfelves at length i

upon their board, and prepare for their return to fhore.
j

As the furf is compofed of a number of waves, of which
j

every third is obferved to be confiderably larger than the i

reft, and to flow higher upon the fhore, while the others
j

break in the intermediate fpace, their firft objedt is to
'

place themfelves on the top of the largeft furge, which i

drives them along wnth aftonifhing rapidity towards the 'j

land. If they fnould place themfelves, by miftake, on

one of the fmaller waves, which breaks before they •

gain the fhore, or fiiould find themfelves unable to keep
|

their board in a proper direction on the upper part of
j

the fwell, they remain expofed to the fury of the next;

to avoid which, they are under the necefTity of diving f

again, and regaining the place whence they fet out,
\

Thofe perfons whofucceedji in theif objccft of reaching i

the fhore, arc ftiil in a very hazardous fituation. As
j

the coaft is defended by a chain of rocks, with a fmall

opening between tliCm in feveral places, they are ob-
,

iiged to liter th'Ar nlank throueh one ofthefe cpeningsj
j
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or, in cafe of ill fuccefs in that refped, to quit it before

they reach the rocks, and, diving under the wavej
make their way back again as well as they are able.

This is confide red as highly difgraceful, and is attended

with the lofs of the plank, which we have feen dafned

to pieces, at the very inftant the natives quitted it.

The amazing courage and addrefs, with which they

perform thefe dangerous manoeuvres, are almoft in-

credible.

Their method of agriculture, as well as navig-ation,

refembies that of the other iflands of the Pacific Ocean,

They have made confiderable proficiency in fculpture,

and their fl^ill in painting or ftaining cloth, and in the

manufafture of mats, is very great. The moft curious

fpecimens of their fculpture, that we had an opportu-

nity of obferving, were the wooden bowls, in which
the Erees drink ava. Thefe are, in general, eight or

ten inches in diameter, perfecftly round, and extremely

well polilhcd. They are fupported by three or four

fmall hum.an figures, reprefented in different attitudes.

Some of them refb on the flioulders of their fupporters;

others on the hands, extended over the head j and fom.e

on the head and hands. The figures are very neatly

finifhed, and accurately proportioned; and even the

anatomy of the mufcles is well exprelTed,

Their fifhing hooks are of various fizcs and figures;

but thofe which are principally made ufe of, are about

two or three inches m length, and are formed in the

Jhape of a fmall filli, ferving as a bait, with a bunch of
feathers faftened to the head or tail. They make their

hooks of bone, mother-of-pearl, or wood, pointed and
barbed with little bones or tcrtoife-fliell. Thofe with

which they fifii for n:iarks, are very large, being in ge-

neral, of the length of fix or eight inches. Confidering

the materials ofwhich thefe hooks are compofed, their

neatnefs and flrength are amazing ; and, indeed, up®n
trial, we" found them fuperior to our ov/n.

Of the bark of the 2'i5«/<;?, or cloth-tree, neatly twifl-

cd, they form the line which they ufe for tiihing, for

;

making nets, and foribrae other purpofes.
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The warlike weapons of thefe people are daggers,-

which tlicy call by the h^mt pabcoa ; fpears, flings, and
elubs. The pahooa is made of:' a black heavy wood, that

refembles ebony. It is commonly from one to two feet I

in length; and has a llring paffing through the handle, \

by which it is fufpended to the arm. The blade is
j

fomewhat rounded in the middle; the fides are fharp, •

and terminate in a point. This inftrument is intended
\

tor clofe engagements; and, in the hands of the natives,
^

is a very deitruftive one.
\

Their fpears are of two kinds, and are formed of a

hard wood, which, in its appearance, is not unlike ]

mahogary. One fort is from fix to eight feet in length,

W€ll poliihed, and increafing gradually in thicknefs I

from the extremity till within the diftanee of fiicor fe-
''

ven inches from the point, which tapers fuddeniy, and
\

has five or fix rov/s of barbs. It is probable that thefe
'

are ufed in the way of javelins. The other fort, with J

which the v/arriors we fa\V at Atooi and Owhyhee were
chiePiy armed, are from twelve to fifteen feet in length;

and, inftead of being barbed, terminate towards the ;

point in the manner of their daggers. I

Their fiings are the fame widi our common (lings,
1

except in this refpe^l, that the fcorie is lodged on mat- I

ting infhead of leather. Their dubs are formed indif-
;

ferently of ieveral kinds of wood: they are of various j

fizes and iliapes, and ofrude workmanfhip.
j

In the Sandwich Iflands, the inhabitants are divided i

into three ciafies. The EreeSy or chiefs of each diftrift, \

are the firft; and one of thefe is fuperior to the reft,
j

V/ho is called, at Owhyhee, Eree-iabco, and Eree Mceei
\

the firft name expreffing his authority, and the latter \

fignifying that, in his prefence, all muft proftrate them-
\

felves. Thofc of the fccond clafs appear to enjoy a i

right of property, but have no authority. Thofe who i

compofe the third clafs, are called Tc-ivtoz^js^ or fer- I

vants, and have not either rank or property.
\

The fuperior power and diftinction of Terreeoboo, ;

the Eree-raboo of Owhyhee, was fufficientlj evident
\
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from his reception at Karakakooa, on his firft arrival.

The inhabitants all proftrated themlelves at the entrance

of their houfesi and the canoes were tabooed, till he dif-

charged the interdi6t. He was then juft returned from
Mowce, an ifland he was contending for, in behalf of
his fon Teewarro, whole wife was the only child of the

king of that place, againft Taheeterree, his furviving

brother. In this expedition, he was attended by many
of his warriors; but we could never learn whether they

ferved him as volunteers, or Vv-hether they held their

rank and property by that tenure.

That the fubordinate chiefs are tributary to him, is

evidently proved in the inftance of Kaoo, which has

been already related. It has alfo been obferved, that

the two moft powerful chiefs of the Sandwich Iflands,

are Terreeoboo, and Perreeorannee; the former being

chief of Owhyhee, and the latter of Woahoo; all the

fmaller ifles being governed by one of thcfe fovereignsj

Mowee was, at this time, claimed by Terreeoboo, for

his fon and intended fucccffor; Atooi and Oneeheow be-
ing in the polTelTion of the grand-fons of Perreeorannee„

The Erees appear to have unlimited pov/er over the

inferior claffes of people; many inPrances of which oc-

curred daily whilft we continued among them. On
the other hand, the people are implicitly obedient. Ic

is remarkable, hovv^ever, that we never faw the chiefs

exercife any afts of cruelty, injuftice or infolence to-

wards them; though they put in pra£bice their power
over each other, in a moft tyrannical degree : which is

fully proved by the two following inftances.

One of the lower order of chiefs, having fhewn great

civility to the mailer of the {hip, on his examination

of Karakakooa Bay; Mr. King, Ibme time afterw-ards,

took him on board the Refolution, and introduced him
to captain Cook, who engaged him to dine with us.

While we remained at table, Pareca entered, whofe
countenance manifefted the higheft indignation at feeing

©ur gueft fo honourably entertained. He f?ized him
VOL. vrii. 3 H
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by the hair of the head, and would have dragged hiiu

out of the cabin, if the captain had not interfered.-

Alcer much altercation, we could obtain no other in-

dulgence (without quarrelling with Pareea) than that

our gueft fhould be peitnitted to remain in the cabin,

on condition that he feated himfelf on the floor, while

Pareea occupied his place at the table. An inftance,

ibmewhat fimilar, happened when Terreeoboo came
firft on board the Reiblutionj when Maiha-maiha,

who attended him, feeing Pareea upon deck, turned

him mod ignominioufly out of the fnip; even though

we knev,' Par-ca to he a man of the firft confequence.

Whether the lower clafs have their property fecured.

from the rapacity of the great chiefs, we cannot cer-

tainly fay, but it appears to be well prorefted againft

theft and depredation. All their plantations, their

houfes, their hogs, and their cloth, are left unguard-

ed, without fear or apprehenfion. In tlhc plain country,

they feparate their poiTeffions by v/allsj- and, in the

woods where horfe-plantains grow, they ufe white

flags to difcriminate property, in the fame manner as

thfy do bunches of leaves at Otaheite. Thefe circum-

iiances lirongly indicate, that where property is con-

cerned, the |X)wcrof the chiefs 11 not arbitrary 3 but lb-

far limited, as to afford encouragement to the inferior

orders t© cultivate the foil, which they occupy diftind:

from each other. •

Their religion refembles that of the Society and

Friendly Ifiands.. In common with each other, they*

have all their Mcrais, tht'w JVhattas, their facred fongs,.

and their facritices. Thefe are convincing proofs that

their religious opinions are derived from the fame

fource: The ceremcnies here are, indeed, longer, and"

more numerous than in the ifiands above mentioned.

And though, in all thefe places, the care and perfor-

mance of their religious rites is committed to a particu-

lar clafs of people j yet we had never found a regular

fociety of prieils, till v/e arrived at Kakooa, m Kara-

kakooa Bav.
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The prayers and offerings made by the priefts before

their meals, may be clafifed among their religious cere-

monies. As they always drink ava before they begin

iheir repaft, whilft that is chewing, the fuperior in rank
begins a fort of hymn, in which he is foon after joined

by one or more of the company; the bodies of the others

are put in motion, and their hands are gently clapped
together in concert with the fingers.. The ava being-

ready, cups of it are prefented to thofe who do not

join in the hymn, which are held in^their hands till it is

concluded j when, with united voice, they make a

loud refponfe and drink their ava.—The performer.",

are then ferved with fome of it, which they drink, af-

ter the fame ceremony has been repeated; and, if any
perfon ofa very fuperior rank ihould be prefent, a cup
is prefented to him laft of all. After chanting for a

fhort time, and hearing a rcfponfive chant from the

others, he pours a fmall quantity on the ground, and
drinks the reft. A piece of the fiefh, which has been
dreffed, is then cut off, and, together with fomc of the

vegetables, is placed at the foot of the figure of the

Eatooa; and, after another hymn has been chanted,

they begin their meal. A ceremony, in many refpefts

refembling this, is alfo performed by the chiefs, when
they drink ava between their regular meals.

According to the accounts given by the natives, hu-

man facrifices are more common here, than in any of

the iflands v/e have vifited. They have recourfe to

thefe horrid rites on the commencement of a v/ar, and

previous to every great battle, or other fignal enter-

prize. The death of a chief demands a facrifice of
one or more toisjtcws^ according to the rank he bears ;

and we were informed, that no lefs than ten v/ere doom-
ed to fuffer, on the death of Terrceoboo. This prac-

tice, however, is the lefs horrible, as the unhappy
victims are totally unacquainted with their fate.—Thofe
v/ho are deftined to fall, are attacked with large clubs,

wherever they may happen to be ; and, after they are
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dead, are conveyed to the place where the fubfequcnt

rites are to be performed.

The knocking out their fore teeth may be, v.'ith pro-

priety, clafled among their religious cuftoms.—Moft
of the common people, and many of the chiefs, had
loft one or more of them ; and this we underftood, was
confidered as a propitiator)^ facrifice to the Eatooa, to

avert his anger ; and not, like the cutting off a part of

the finger at the Friendly lOands, to exprefs the vio-

lence of their grief at the deceafe of a friend.

Of their opmions, with refpeft to a future ftate,

we had very defedtive information. On enquiring

of them, whither the dead were gone ? We were told

that the breath, which they feemed to confider as the

immortal part, was fled to the Eatooa. They feemed
alfo to give a defcription of fome place, which they

fuppofe to be the abode of the dead j but we could not

learn that they had any idea of rewards or punilh-

ments.

Very little can be faid with refpe6b to their marria-

ges, except that fuch a compad; feems to exift amongft
them. -

The following is the only inftance of any thing like

iealoufy, which we have feen among them j and which

ihews, that, among married women of rank, not only

fidelity, but even a degree of referve, is required.

At one of their boxing matches, Omeah rofe two
or three times from his place, and approached his wife

with ftrong marks of difpleafure, commanding her, as

we fuppofed, to withdraw. Whether he thought her

beauty engaged too much of our attention, or whatever

might be his motives, there certainly exifted no real

caufe of jealoufy. She, however, continued in her

place, and, at the conciufion of the entertainment,

joined our party, and even folicited fome trifling pre-

fents. "She was informed that we had not any about

lis : but that, if fhe would accompany us to the tent,

iTie fhould be welcome to make a choice of what fhe

liked. .She was, accordingly, proceeding with usj
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which, being obferved by Omcah, he followed in a

great rage, feized her by the hair, and, with his fills,

began to inflift fevere corporal puniihment. Having
been the innocent caufe of this extraordinary treatment,

we were exceedingly concerned at it ; though we un-

derftood it would be highly improper for us to interfere

between hulband and wife of fuch fuperior rank. The
natives however, at length interpofed ; and, the next

day, we had the fatisfadion of meeting them together,

perfeftly fatisfied with each other ; and, what was ex-

tremely fingular, the lady would not permit us to rally

the hulband on his behaviour, which we had an incli-

nation to do i plainly telling us, that he had a6ted very

properly.

At Karakakooa Bay, we had twice an opportunity

of feeing a part of their funeral rites. Hearing of the

tieath of an old chief, not far from our obfervatories,

fome us repaired to the place, vvhere we beheld a num-
ber of people afTembled. They were feated round an

area, fronting the houfe v/here the deceafed lay; and a

man, having on a red feathered cap, came to the door,

conftantly putting out his head, and making a moft

lamentable howl, accompanied v;ith horrid grimaces,

and violent diftortions of the face. A large mat was

afterwards fpread upon the area, and thirteen women
and two men, who came out of the houfc, fat down
upon it in three equal rows; three of the women, and

the two men, being in front. The v/omen had fea-

thered ruffs on their necks and hands; and their Ihoul-

ders were decorated with broad green leaves, curiouOy

fcoloped.—Near a fmall hut, at one corner of this area,

half a dozen boys were placed, waving fmall white

banners, and taho flicks, who would not fuffcr us to

approach thcro. Hence we imagined, that the dead

body was depofited in the hut; but we were afterwards

informed that it remained in the houfe, where the tricks

were played at the door, by the man in the red cap„

The company, feated on the mat, fung a melancholy

Uine, accompanied with a gentle motion of the arms
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and body. This having continued fome tinae, they

put themfelves in apofture between kneeling and fit-

ing, and their arms and bodies into a moil rapid mo-
tion, keeping pace at the fame time with the mufic.

Thefe laft exertions being too violent to continue,

at intervals they had flower motions. An hour having

paiTed in thefe ceremonies, more mats were fpread

upon the area, when the dead chief's widow, and three

or four other elderly women came out of the houfe

with flow and folcmn pace ; and feating themfelves be-

fore the company, began to wail mofl: bitterly, in

which they were joined by the three rows of women
behind them ; the two men appearing melancholy and

penfive. They continued thus, wich little variation,

till late in the evening, when we left them -, and at day

light in the morning, the people were difperfed, and

every thing appeared perfeftly quiet. We were then

given to underfl:and, that the body was removed ; but

we could not learn how it was difpofed of. While we
were direfting our enquiries to this objeft, we were ap-

proached by three women of rank, who fignified to us,

that our prefence interrupted the performance of fome
nccefiary rites. Soon after we had left them, we heard

iheir cries and lamentations -, and, when we met them
a few hours afterwards, the lower part of their faces

were painted perfeftly black.

G H A P. VII.

franfaffions in a fecond expedition to the north, by the way of

Kamptfchatka, and in returning home by the way of Canton, and

'the Cape of Good Hops.

E weighed anchor on the 15 th March, af -i

ftven o'clock in the evening, and flood to the fouth- i

wefl, in expedation of falling in with the ifl^nd of
|
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Modoopapapa ; the natives having aflured us that it

lay in that dirsdlion, within five hours fail of Tahoora,

Not having feen the ifland at eight in the evening,

wc hauled to the northward till midnight, when we
made a fignai for the Difcovery to come under our

ilern, having given over all hops of feeing Modoo-
papapa.

On the lyth we fteered weft, captain Gierke mean-
ing to keep nearly in the fame parallel of latitude, till

we made the longitude of Awatlka Bay, and then to

ftcer north for the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul,

v/hich was alfo fixed on as our rendezvous, if we
ihould happen to feparate. This track was chofen,

becaufe we fuppofed it to be yet unexplored, and we
might probably meet with fome new illands in our

palTage.

The continuation of the light winds, with the very

iinfettled ftate of the weather, and the little expeftation

we had of any change for the better, induced captain

Gierke to give up his plan of keeping within the tro-

pical latitudes. In confequence of which, we began,

at fix o'clock this evening, t^ fteer north-weft by
north.

About noon on the 6th of April, we loft the trade

wind. Wc were then in the latitude of 29*^ 50', and
the longitude of 170° i\

Wc perceived in the afternoon, fome ofthe fheath-

ing floating by the fhip; and difcovered, upon exami-

nation, that about fourteen feet had been waftied off,

under the larboard bow; where the leak was fuppofed

to have been, which had kept the people employed at

the pumps, ever fmce our departure from the Sandvvicl^

Iflands, making twelve inches water in an hour.

On the 1 2th, the v/ind veered to the eaft, and blew
fo ftrong a gale, as to oblige us to ftrike our top-gallant

yards. We happened, unfortunately, to be upon the

moft difadvantageous tack for our leak; but having,

always kejJt it under with the hand-pumps, k gave us

but little concern till Tuefday the 13th, at fix in the
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afternoon, when a fudden inundation deluged the whole
fpace between decks, and alarmed us much. The wa-
ter, which had made its way into the coal-hole, net

finding a paffagc into the well, had forced up the plat-

form.s over it, and inftantaneoufly fet every thing afloat*

Our fituation was the more diflreffing, as we could not

immediately difcover any means of relieving ourfclves.

It could be of no fervice to place a pump through the

upper decks into the coal-hole, and it was become im-

prafticable to bale the water out with buckets. We
had, therefore, lio other expedient left, than to cut a

liole through the bulk-head, which feparated the coal-

hole from the fore-hold, and thus form apalfage for the

water into the well. Before this could be cffefted,

however, the ca&s of dry provifions were to be got out

of the fore-hold, which took us the remainder of the

nightj the carpenters, therefore, could not get at the

partition till the next morning. The paiTage being

made, the principal part of the water ran into the well,

when vvew^ere enabled to get out the reft with buckets.

The leak was now greatly increafed, inlbmuch that half

our people were conftantly employed in pumping and

balcing, till the i5tli at noon. Our men fubmitted

cheerfully to this fatigue ; and to add to their fuiferings,

they had not a dry place to deep in; but, in order to-

make them fome amends, they were permitted to have
their full allowance of grog.

As the weather grew more moderate, and the fwell

abated, we cleared away the refi: of the cafks from the

fore- hold, and made a proper paiTage for the v/ater to

the pumps.
The incrcafino; inclemency of the northern climate

was now levereiy felt. On the i8th, m tht; miOrnmg,

we were in the latitude of 45*^ 40', and the longitude

of 160" 25'. We had fnow, fleet and ftrong gales from

the fouth-weft. Confidering the feafon of the year,

and the quarter from v;hich the w^ind came, this is a

remarkable circumfcance.

At fix in the morning, on the -ijdj we faw mountains,
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covered with fnow, and a high conical rock, at the

diftarce of about three or four leagues. Soon after we
had taken this imperfed: view, a thick fog appeared.

According to our maps, v/e were now but eight leagues

from the entrance of Awatlka Bay^ therefore, when
the weather cleared up, we ftood in to take a nearer

furveyofthe country, when a moil difmal and dreary

profpe6l prefented itfelf. The coail is ftraight and
uniform, without bays, or inlets ; from the fiiore, the

ground rifes in moderate hills, and behind them are

ranges of mountains, whofe fumimits penetrate the

clouds. The whole v/as covered with fnov/, except:

-the fides of fome cliffs, which rofe too perpendicularly

from the fea to permit the fnow to lie upon them.

We had, on the 25th, an imperfeil glance of the en-

trance of AwatOia Bay, but could not prefume to enter

into it, in the prefent condition of the weather. How-
ever, at three in the afternoon, of the 28th, we ftood

in with a fair wind from the fouthward, having found-

ings from twenty-two to feven fathomis.

Faffing the mouth of the bay, which extends about
four m.iles in length, a circular bafon prefents itfelf, of
about twenty-five miles in circumference; in which,

at about four o'clock, we anchored in fix fathom water,

fearing to run foul of a fhoai mentioned by Mullcr to

lie in the channel. Great quantities of loofe ice drifted

with the tide into the middle of the bay ; but the lliores

were wholly blocked up with it. We looked at every

corner of tht bay, to fee if we could difcern the to%vn

of St. Peter and St. Paul, which, from the accounts v/e

had received at Oonalafhka, we fuppcfed to be a place

of ftrength and confequence. At iaft we perceived, to

the north-eaft, fome miferable log-houfes, and a few-

conical huts, amounting, in the whole, to about thirty;

which, from their fituation, we concluded to be Pe-
tropaulowfiva. In juftice, however, to the hofpitable

treatrnent we found here, it may not be amifs to antici-

pate the reader's, curiofity, by aiTuring him, that oui:

VOL, VIII. 3 I
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difappointment proved in the end, a matter of entertaiE-'

rnent to us. In this wretched extremity of the earth,-

beyond conception barbarous and inhofpitabk, out of

the reach of civilization, bound and barricadoed with

ice, and covered with fummer fnow, we experienced

the tendereft feelings of humanity, joined to a nobie-

nefsofmind, and elevation of fentiment, which would' j

have done honour to any clime or nation,
j

In the morning of the apth^ at day-light, Mr. King
i

was fent with boa.cs to examine the bay, and to prefent i

the letters to the Ruffian commander, which we had j,

brought from Oonalafhka. We proceeded towards
|

the village juft mentioned, and having advanced as far |i

as we could with the boats, got upon the ice^ which I

reached about half a mile from the iliore. Mr. King |

Was attended by Mr. Webber^ and two of the feamen,. j

whilft the mafter went to finifh the furvey^ the jolly

boat being left to carry us back.

Probably the inhabitants had not, by this time, feen

either of the ihips or the boats 3 for, even on the ice;r

no appearance of a living creature could be fecn in the
|

sown. When farther advanced on the ice, a few mere j

were feen hurrying backwards and forwards j and after- i

wards a fledge, with one perfon in it, drawn by dogSy '

approached us.
ji

Struck with this iinufual fighty and admiring the ci-
]

vility of the ilranger, who we fuppofed, was coming
to our affiftance, we were aftoniflied to fee him turn 1

ihort rotjnd, and dire£t his eourfe towards the cfirog.- ]

We \vere equally chagrined and difappointed at this ;

abrupt departure ; efpccially as the journey over the «

ice began to be both difficult and dangerous. At every '\

ftep we took,, we funk almoft knee deep in the fnow ;
'

and though there was tolerable footing at the bottom^ :

the weak parts of the ice were notdifcoverable, and wC ;

were continually expofed to the rifk of breaking

- through it. Indeed this accident aftually happened tO' ;

Mr. King, but by the affiiftance of a boat-hook, he
'

was enabkdto get upon tirm ice again.
i
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The nearer we apprQached the fhore, we found the

See ftili more broken. The fight of another fledge ad-

vancing towaifds ys, however, afforded us fome com-
.forti but, inftead of coming to relieve us, the driver

ilopc fhort, and called out to us. Mr.. King immedi-
ately held up Ifmyloff's letters. In confequence of

which, he turned about^ ^nd went full fpeed back
again; followed with the execrations of fome of our

party. Unable to draw any eonclufion from this unac-

countable behaviour, we Iliil proceeded towards the

ojirogy with tlie grea-teft circumfpe<5lion ; and when at

the diftance of about a quarter of a mile from it, we
obferved a body of armed men advancing towards us.

To avoid giving them any alarm, and to preferve the

moil peaceable appearance, Mr. King and Mr. ¥/eb-
ber marched in front, and the men who had boat-hooks

in their hands, were ordered in the rear. The armed
party confifted of about thirty foldiers, preceded by a

perfon with a cane in his hand. Within a few paces of

us he halted, and drew up his men in a martial order..

Mr. King prefented Ifmyloff's letters to him, and vainly

endeavoured to make him underftand that we were En-
glifh, and had brought thcfe difpatches froai Oona-
lafhka.

Having attentively examined usg he conducted us

towards the village in folemn fiience, frequently halting

,his men, and making them perform different parts of

tlieir manual exercife ; in order to fhew us, perhaps,

that, ifwe Uiould prefume to offer any violence, we
fhould have to deal with thofe who knew what they

v/ere about.

Arriving, at length, at the habitation of the com-
manding officer of the party, we^were ufliered in J and
after giving orders to the military without doors, our

hoft appeared, accosipanied by the fecretary of the

port. One of the letters from Ifmyloff was now open-
ed, and the other fent exprefs to Bolcheretils:, a town
on the we fl fide of Kamtfchatka, and the place of refir

^ADce of the Ruffian commander of this provincpo
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The officer, vv^ho had condu6led us to his houfej

was, a ferjeant , and alfo the commander of the cflrogy

who entertained us with the utmoft civility.

On the morning of the 30th, the cafks and cables

were taken to the quarter-deck to lighten the veffel

forward ; and the carpenters proceeded to ftop the

leak, which had occafioned us fo muck trouble. It

was occafioned by fome flieadiing falling off from the

larboard -bov*/ and the oakum having been wafhed out

from between the planks. We had fuch warm weather

in the middle of the day, that the ice began to break

,

av/ay very fiift, and almoft choaked up the entrance of
the bay. Several of our officers waited upon the ferjeant,

who, received them wich great civility ; and captain

Gierke made him a prefent of two bottles of rum,
thinking he could not fend him any thing more accep-

table. In return, he received twenty fine trcuts, and
fomiC excellent fov/ls of the groufe kind. Though the

bay fwarmed with ducks and Greenland pigeons, our.

fportfmen had no fuccefs, they were fo exceedingly fby

as not to com.e within ihot.

On the lit of May, in the morning, we faw the

Difcovery ftanding in the bay -, a boat was difpatched

to her afiiftance, and fhe was moored in the afternoon

clofe by the Refolution. '"

By the afiiftance of an interpreter, we v;ere nov/

enabled to converfe with the Ruffians, with fomiC de-

gree of facility; and the firft objefts of our inquiries,

were the means ofprocurlng frefh provifions and naval

ftores, particularly' the latter, for the want of which
we had been long in great diftrefs. It appeared, upon
inquiry, that the v/hole country about the bay could

furnifii no other live cattle than two heifers, and thefe

the ferjeant engaged to procure for us.
"" As to naval

ftores, it was fruitlefs to think of gaining them here,

without paying for them a moft exorbitant price to the

merchants. Captain Gierke therefore fent Mr. King
to the commander at Bolchcretlk, to learn the price of.

fi:ores at that place, • " '
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John Mackintofh, the carpenter's mate, expired

ithis evening, after having been affliited with a dyfen-

tery ever iince we had left the Sandvv?ich Iflcs. He
was a peaceable and induftrious man, and greatly re-

gretted by his m.efs mates.

Captain Gierke's health continuing daily to decline,

notwithltanding the falutary change of diet which
Kamcfchatka afforded him, the prieft of Paratounca, a;i

foon as he was informed of the weak ftate he was in,

fuppiied him every day with rjiilk, bread, fowls and

frefh butter, though his habitation was fixteen miles

from the harbour wliere our fhips Vv^ere ftationed.

We were furprifed, before day light, on the 15th,

with a rumbling noifc, that refembled diilant thunder;

and, when the day appeared, we found chat the fides

and decks of our fliips were covered, near an inch thick,

with a fine dull like emery. The air was at the fame
time loaded and obfcured with this fubilance ; and,

towards the volcano mountain, which (lands to the

northward of the harbour, it was exceedingly thick and

black, infomuch that we were unable to diftinguilh the

body of the hill. About twelve o'clock, and during

the afternoon, the loudnefs of the explofions increafed ;

and they were fucceeded by fhowers of cinders, v/hich^

in general, were the fize of peas, though many of thofe

that were picked up from the deck were larger than a

hazel nut. Several fmail Hones, v/hich had undergone

no alteration from the ailion of fire, fell with the cin-

ders. In the evening we had dreadful claps of thunder,

and vivid flafnes of lightning, which, with the dark--

nefs of the iliy, aind the fulphurous fmell of the air^,

produced a very awful and tremendous efredt. Ouf
diftance from the foot of the mountain was about eight

leagues.
'

"At dav-break on the i6th, we got up our anchors ;

and it being the intention of captain Gierke to keep iii

fight of the coafl of Kam.tJchacka, as much as the

weather would allow ; in order to afcertain its pofition,

wc continued t'> fleer to the nc-rth- north- eafl, wkli
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srariable light winds till the 1 8th. The volcano wai.

obferved to throw up immenfe volumes offmoke, and

W€ did not ilrike ground with one hundred and fifty

fathoms of line, at the diftance of twelve miles from

£he fhore.

The feafon being too far advanced for us to make
an accurate furvey ofthe coafc of Kamtfchatka, it was
the defign of captain Gierke, in our courfe to Bee ring's

Straits, m afccrtain chiefly the refpe6live fituations of

the projedbing points ofthe coaft. We therefore fleer-

ed acrofs a fpacious bay, laid down between Kamtf-
chatfkoi Nofs and Olutorfkoi Nofs, with a view of

making the latter ; which is reprefented by the Ruffian

geographers, as terminating the peninfula of Kamtf-
chatka, as being tiie fouthern limit of the country of

the Koriacs.

On Friday the 9th., a frefh gak blew from the north-

liorth-weft, accompanied w^ith violent fhowers of fnow
and fleet. Our latitude, at noon, was 69° 12', and

our loijgitude 188° 5'; and having now failed almoft

forty leagues to the weft, along the edge of the ice,

without perceiving any opening, or a clear fea beyond
it towards the north, we had no profpedt of making
farther progrefs to the northward at prefent. Captain

Gierke, therefore., determined to bear away to the

fouth by eaft, the only quarter which was clear, and to

wait till the feafon was fomewhat more advanced, be-

fore he made any farther attempts to penetrate through

the ice.

In confequence of this determination, we made fail

to the fouthward, till the loth at noon, w^hen we paf-

fed confiderable quantities of drift ice, and a perfe 61

jCalm enfued. V/e continued perfevering in this at-

tempt, and on the 19th had reached the latitude of 70*^

J3', which was about five leagues fhort of the point,

£0 which we had advanced the preceding fummer j but

on the 20th, a connedled folid field of ice baffied all our

fifForts to make a nearer approach to the land, and (as

we hadfome reafon to imagine) adhering to it v/e relm-
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qnifhed all hopes of a north-eaft paffage to Great-

Britain.

Captain Gierke now finding it impofTible to advance

faither to the northward on the American coaft, and

deeming it equally improbable, that fuch a prodigious

quantity of ice ihould be diifoived by the few remaining

weeks that would terminate the fummer, confidering ic

as the beft ftep that could be taken, to trace the fca

over to the coaft of Alia, and endeavour to find fome
opening that would admit him farther north, or fee

what more could be done upon that coaft> where he

hoped to meet with better fuccefs.

It being now neceffary to come to fome determina-

tion refpefting the courfe we were next to (leer, captairi

Gierke difpatched a boat, with the carpenters, on board

the DifcGvery, to make inquiry into the particulars of

the damage Ihe had lately received. They returned

in the evening, with the report of captain Gore, and
ofthe carpenters of both velfels, that the damages fuf-

tained were fuch as would require three weeks to re-

pair 1 and that it wotild be requifite, for that purpofe^

to make the beft of their way to fome port.

Thus finding our farther progrefs to the north, as

Well as our nearer approaxh to either continent, ob-

ftru(5^ed by immenfe bodies of ice, we confidered it as

not only injurious to the fervice, by endangering the

fafety of the Ihips, but likev/ife fruitlefs with refpeft to

the defign of our voyage, to make any farther attempts

for the difcovery of a paflage. This, therefore, added
to captain Gore's reprefentation, determined captain

Gierke to lofe no more time in what he concluded to

be an unattainable objeft, but to proceed to the bay of
Awatlka, to repair our damages there, and before the

winter Ihouid fet in, to take a furvey of the coaft of

Japan.

Great vv^as the joy that appeared on the countenance

of every individual, as foon as captain Gierke's refolu-

tion was made known. We were all completely weary

of a navigation full of danger, and in which the greateft



440 A VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

prefcverance had not been rewarded with the fmalleft

profpeft of fuccefs. A¥e therefore turned our faces

tovv'ards home, after an abfence of three years, with

extreme delight and fatisfadion, notwithftanding the

very long voyage we had ftill to make.

We continued our voyage till the 31ft of July j and

on Monday the 2d of Auguft, the weather being clear,

we perceived land at noon, forming many elevated

hummocks, which bore the appearance of feparate

iflands.

On the i7thj captain Gierke being no longer able to

get out of his bed, fignified his defire, that the officers

would receive their orders from Mr. King ; and direct-

ed that we Ihould repair, with all convenient fpeed, to

the bay of Avvatllia.

At nine o'clock in the morning, on Sunday the 22d

of Auguft, captain Charles Gierke expired, in the

thirty-eighth year of his age. His death was occafioned

by a confumption, which had manifeftly commenced
before his departure from England, and of which he

had lingered, during the whole continuance of the voy-

age. His very gradual decay had for a long time render-

ed him a melancholy object to his friends j but the firm-

nefs and equanimity with which he bore it, the conftant

flow of good fpirits, which he retained even to the iafc

hour, and a cheerful refignation to his fate, furnifhed

them with fome confolation. It was impoffible not to

feel an uncommon degree of compaffion for a gentleman^

who had experienced a feries of thofe difficulties and

hardfbips, v/hich muft be the inevitable lot of every

fearaan, and under W'hich he at laft funk. He was bred

to the navy from his youth, and had been in many en-

gagements during the war which began in the year

1756. In the a6tion between the Beliona and Gourr-

geux, he was ftationed in the mizen-top, and was car-

ried over- board with the maft; but was afterwards

taken up, without having received the leaft injury.

He was midfhipman on board the Dolphin, commanded
by commodore Byron, v/hen fiie -firft failed round the
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world i and was afterv/ards on the American flation*

In the year 1768, he engaged in a fecond voyage round

the world, in the fituation ofmafter's mate of the En-
deavourj and, during the expedition, fucceeded to a

lieutenancy. In the Refolution he made a third voyage

round the world, in the capacity of fecond lieutenant;

and in a fliort time after his return, in 1775, he v/as

appointed mafter and commander. In the prefent ex-

pedition, he was appointed captain of the Difcovery,

and to accompany captain Cook. By the calamitous

death of the other, he naturally fucceeded j as has been

already related, to the chief command.
it would favour of injuftice and ingratitude to his me-

riiory, not to m.ention, that, during the fhort time he:

commanded the expedition^ he was moil remarkably

zealous for its fuccefs. When the principal coir.mand

devolved upon him, his health began rapidly to decline;

and he was unequal, in tverj refpeft, to encounter the

feverity of a high northern climate. The vigour of hi.s

mind, however, was not, in the leaH:, impaired by the

decay of his body; and though he M'as perfedtly fenii-

ble, that his delaying to return to a vv^armer climate,

wa3 depriving himfelf of the only chance of recovery;

yet, fo attentive was he to his duty, that he was de-

termined not to fuffer his own fituation to bias his judg-

ment to the prejudice of the fervice: he therefore per-

fevered in the fearch of a pafTage, till every officer in

the expedition declared they were of opinion it was im-^

pra'flicable, and that any farther attempts would be

equally hazardous and ineifedtual.

Captain King lent a meiTcnger to captain Gore, to

acquaint him with the death of captain Clerke, vvho

broup-ht a letter from captain Gore, containing- an order

for captain King to exert his utmoft endeavours to keep
in company with the Difcovery, and, if a feparation

fhould happen, to repair, as loon as polTible, to St.

Peter and St. Paul. In the afternoon we had lioht airs,

which continued till noon on the 23d 3 when, a f-efli

voj,. viii. '] K
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breeze fpringing up from the eaft, we fceered for the

entrance ofAwatfl<:a bay. On the 24th, at one in the

morriing, we dropped anchor, the ebb tide then fetting,

againft us.

We weighed shorn nine o*clock, and went up the

bay with light airs, which being afterwards fucceeded-

by a frelli breeze, we anchored before three, in the

harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul; having up our en^-

fign half ftaff, as the body of our late captain Vv'as in the

veffelj and the Difcovery followed us in a very ibort

time.

Soon after we had anchored, we were; vifited by our
old friend, the ferjeant, ((till the commanding ofBccF

of the place) who brought with him a prefent of ber-

ries, intended for captain Gierke. He was much af-

ie6ted at hearing of hi-s death, and feeing the coitin

wherein his body was depofited. As the deeeafed cap-

tain had particularly requeiled to be buried on fliorCj^

and gave the preference to the church at Paratounca^.

we embraced this opportunity of ccnfulting with the

ferjeant, about the necelFary fteps to be purfued on the

occafion.

After much converfation on this fubje^t, which was
very imperfedly carried on, for want of an interpreter^,

we gathered intelligence that De L'lile, and icme other

RuPiian gentlemen, who had died here, were buried

near ti'ie barracks, at the ojlrcg of St. Peter and St.

Paul ; and that this place v/ould certainly be more eli-

gible than Paratounca, as the chur. h was Ibortly to be

removed thither. We, therefore, determined tovvait

the arrival of the PrieP: of Paratounca, who was im.mie-

<.liately to be fentfor, as being the perfcn beil qualified

to give us any information we required upon the fub-

je6t. The ierjeant, at the fame time, expreffed his-

intentions of fending an exprefs to the comimander of

EolcheretfK, with intelligence of our arrival; when
captain Gore bep-ged to avail himfelfof that opportunity

of conveying a letter to him, wherein he rcqueiled

that fixteen head of cattie might be (cnt with all poiTible
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4irpatch. And, as the comniander was unacquainted

with any language except his own, the particulars of

Gur requed were communicated to the ferjeantj whp
not only undertook to fend the letter, but alfo an ej^-

planation of its contents.

On the a5th of Augufc, in the morning, captain

Gore, in confequence of the death of captain Gierke,

made out the new commiffions, J^e appointed him-
feifto the command of the Refolution, and Mr. lining

to that of the Difcoyery. Mr, Lanyan, who was
jnafter's mate of the Refolution, and who had been in

the fame capacity iii the former voyage, on board the

Adventure, v/as appointed to die lieutenancy. The
following arrangements were the confequence of thefe

promotions. Lieutenants Burney and Richman (trom

the Difcoyery) were appointed firft and fecond lieu-

tenants of the Refolution i and lieutenant WiUiamfon
firft lieutenant of the Difcovery. Captain King, by
the pe^miffion of captain Gore, took in four midrnip--

jnen, Virho had rendered thenifelves ufeful to him io

aftronomical calculation j and whofe aH^ftanqe was be-

come the more necellary, as we had not an :ephemeris

for the prefent year. And that aftronomical obferva-

tions might not be neglefled to be made in either fhip.,

Mr. Bayly took captain ICing's place in the Re-
Iblution.

On the fan>e day, we were attended by the v/orthy

Pricft of Paratounca. His exprefiions of fbrro%v, at

the death of captain Clerke, did honour to his feelings.

He confirmed what tlie the ferjean^ had related, with

regard to the intended removal of the church, and
affured us the timber was adbually preparing ; but

fubmitting the choice of eiti^.e^- place entirely to captain

Gore.

On Sunday the 29th, in the afternoon, w.e performicd

the laft fad offices to captain -Gierke. The officers and
£rew of the two veflels attended him in proceffion to

the grave i the Ihips, at the fame time, firing m.inute

_guns i and, a,t the conclufion of the fervice, three
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voilies were fired by the marines. The body was
interred under a tree, which ftands on a little eminence
in the valley north of the harbour, v/here the ftoiehoufe

and hofpital are fituated ; this being, as captain Gore
fuppofed, fuch a fityrition ^s was moft confonant to the

wilhes of the deceafcd. The Prieft of Paratounca

alfo recommended this fpot, imagining it would be

very near the centre ofthe new church. This worthy

paftorjoined in fhe proceffion, walking with the gentle-

man who read the fervice. All the Ruffians in the

garrifon affembled on the occafion, and refpedfully

alTifted in the folemmity.

From this time of the 30th of September, all hands

v/ere employed in preparmg the fliips for the remain-

der of their voyage, the Ruffians having fupplied us

with fuch neceffarics as that pc'irt of the world afforded.

This day captain Gore ordered captain King to get the

fhips out of the harbour, that they might be in readi-

nefs to fail. This, however, was prevented, by a

violent gale of wind on the ift of 061:ober, which
continued the whole day ; but, on the 2d both the

veilels warped out of the harbour, and anchored in

feven fathorps water, about a quarter of a mile from
the rfi7'cg.

We ffiali nc^v give a fnorfdefcription of the penin-

fuia of Kamtfchatka, which is fituated on the eaftern

coafl: of Afia, and extends from 52*^ to 61'' north lati-

tude ; the longitude of its extremity to the fouth being

156° 45' eaft. This ifthmus, joining it to the conti-

nent ©n the north, lies between the gulphs of Olutorlk

and Penfhinilc. Its extremity to the fouth is Cape Lo-
patkaj fo called from its refemfbiing the blade bone of

a mian, which is the fignification of that word. The
•whole peninfula is fornewhat in the form of a Hioe ;

and its greateft breadth is two hundred and thirty-fix

computed miles, being from the mouth of the river

Tigil to that of the river Kamtfchatka; and, towards

each extremity, it generally becomes narrower.

We no where perceived the fmallell fpot of grounds
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that had the appearance of a good green turf, or that

feemed capable ofimprovement by cultivation. S tunted

trees were thinly fcattered over the whole face of the

country, whofe bottoms were moffy, with a mixture

of low heath; the whole refembling Newfoundland in

a mofb ftriking degree.

The feverity of the climate, it may naturally be fup-

pofed, muft be in proportion to the fterility of the foil,

of which it is perhaps the caufe. In computing the

feafons here, fpring fhould certainly be omitted. Sum-
mer may be faid to extend from the middle of June,
till the middle of September; October may be confi-

dered as autumn, from which period to the middle of

June, it is all dreary winter.

Among the principal trees which fell under our no.-

tice, are the birch, the poplar, the alder, feveral fmall

fpecies of the willov/, and two forts of dwarfifli cedars.

One of thefe forts growns upon the coaft, feldom ex-

ceeding two feet in height, and creeping upon the

ground. Of this our efience for beer was made, and
proved to be very proper for the purpofe : the other,

which grows much higher is found on the mountains,

and bears a kind of nut or apple.

This peninfuia produces great abundance of the fhrub

kind, as mountain afh, junipers, ralberry-bufhes and
wild rofe trees.

The inhabitants of Kamtfchatka may be faid to con-
fift of three forts. The Kamtfchadales, the Ruffians,

and Coffacks; and a mixture produced by their inter-

marriages. We were informed by Mr. Steller, who
was indefatigable in endeavouring to acquire knowledge
on this fubjeft, that the Kamtfchadales are people of
remote antiquity, and have inhabited this peninfuia for

many ages -, and that they doubtlefs defcended from the

Mungalians: though fome have imagined they fprang
from the Tongufian Tartars, and others from the Ja.-

panefe.

The government eflabliflied over this country by the

Ruffians, (;;onfidered as a military one, is remarkably
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mild and equitable. The natives are fuffered to ele^'

their own magiitrates in their own pnode, who exercife

the fame powers they hzve ever been accuftomed to.

One of thefe, called a Toiony prefides oypr each cfirog^

to whom all differences are referred; and who awards

fines and punifhments for all offences and mifdemea-

noi'sj referring to the governor of Kamtfchatka, thofe

which are the moil intricate and enormous, not choo-

fing to decide upon them himfeif. The Tcion aifo ap-

points a civil officer under him, called a corporal, v/ho

affrfts him in his duty, and officiates for him, in his ab-

fence.

An edicl has been iffued by the emprcfs of Ruffia^

that no offence ihall be punifhable with death. But we

are told, that in cafes of murder (which rarely happens

here) the knout is infiidled with fuch feverity, that the

offender feldom furvives the punilhment,

In fome diftrids, the only tribute that is exa<51;ed, is a

fox's fkin; in others, a fable's j and, in the Kurile ifles,

a fea otters j but, as the latter is confiderably more va^^

luable, the tribute of feveral perfons is paid with a fin-

gle fkin. The tribute is colieded by the Toions, in the

different diftricfts, and is fo inconfiderable, as hardly to

be confidered in any other light, than as an acknow-
ledgment of the Ruffian dominion over them.

The Ruffians are not only to be commended for the

mildncfs of their government, but are alfo entitled to

applaufe for their iliccefsful endeavours in converting

the natives to chrifrianity ; their being now but very

few idolaters remaining among them. It may be ne-

ceffary to obierve, that the religion inculcated here, io

th3.t of the Greelv church. In many of the cjiropy

free-fchools are eftabliilicd, for the inllrudion of the

natives and Coffacks in the Ruffian language.

The articles exported from this country confifl: en^

tirely offurs, and this bufmefs is principally conducted

by a company of merchants, appointed by the eraprefs.

Our men received thirty roubles of a merchant, for a

fca-otter's ikin, and in the fame proportion for others .j
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but, underftanding they had great qiiahtities to difpofe

of, and perceiving that they were unacquainted with

fraific, he afterwards procured them at a much cheaper

rate.

Europeart articles are the principal that are imported,

but they are not folely confined to Ruilian manufac-

tures. They come from England, Flolland, Siberia,

Bucharia, the Calmucksj and China. They chiefly

Gonfiil of eoarfe woollen and linen cloths, ftockings,

bonnets, and gloves ; thin Perfian ii.iks, pieces of nan-

keen, cottons, handkerchiefs, both of filk and cotton;

iron iloves, brafs and copper pans, files, guns, powder
and llioti hatchets, knives, looking- glafies, fugar^

Sour, boots, &c.
It may be neceiHiry to obfer^i'e, that the principal

and moft valuable part of the fur trade, lies among the

iflands between Kamtfchatk^ and America, Beering

firll difcovered thefe in 1741, and as they Were found

to abound with fea- otters,' the Ruffian merchants fought:

anxioufly for the other iflands feen by that navigatorj.

fouth-eaft of Kamtfchatka, named in Muller's map
the iflands of St. Abraham, Sedudion, &c. They fell

in with no lefs than three groups of iflands, in thefe

expeditions. The firfl:, about fifteen degrees eaft of
Kamtfchatka; another twelve degrees eaft of the for-

mer j and the third, OonalaO^a, and the neighbouring

sflands.

Thefe mercantile adventurers alfo proceeded as far

as Shumacin's Iflands, of which Kodiac is the larg-efb.

But here they met with fo warm a recepLion, for at-

temping to compel the payment of a tribute, that they

never ventured fo far again.

The people, fitudted to the north and fouth of this-

GOUDtry, being but impcrfe61;ly known, we fliail give

fuch information as we have been able to acquire,.

refpeding the Kurile iflands, and the Koreki, and
Tfciiytfld.

The Kuriles are a chain of. iflands, extending from
latitude 51^ to 45', running from, the fouthern^ pfO~
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montory of Kamtfchatka to Japan, in a fouth-weft di-'^

rediron. The inhabitants of the neighbourhood of :

Lopatka, who were themfelves called Kuriles, gave
}

thefe iflands the fame name, as loon as they became
]

acquainted with them. Spanbergfays they are twenty-
\

tv/o in number, exclufive of the very fmall ones. The i

northernmoit ifland, which is called Shoomflca, is
{

about three leagues diftant from the promontory Lo- <

parka, its inhabitants confiftiner of a mixture of natives j

and Kamfchadales. The next, which is named Pa^ .

i

ramoufir, is confiderably larger than Shoomika and is ;

inhabited by the real narires ; whole anceftors, they i

fay, came from an ifland, called Onecutan, a little !

farther to the fouth. The Ruffians paid their hrft vi^

fits to thefe ifland s in 17 13, and added it to the domi-
i

nions of the Emprefs. The others, as far as Oofhe-.
5

Iheer inclufive, are now m.ade tributary,

Many of the inhabitants of thofe iflands that are un- ]

der the dominion of Rullla, are now converted to -

Chriftianity.
'

The Koreki country confifts of two diftin6l nations,
j

which are called the wandering and fixed Koriacs*
]

Part of the ifthmus of Kamtfchatka is inhabited by the 1

former, as v*'ell as all the coafr of the Eaftern Ocean,, 'i

from thence to the Anadir, The nation of the v/an- '

dering Koriacs extends wefl:ward toward the river
|

Kovyma, and along the north-eafl: of the fca of Obotfl^:, 1

as far as the river Peni"k!na. *

. The country inhabited by the Tfchutflci, is bound-
;

ed by the Anadir on the fouth, and extends to the ;

Tfchur.fl^i Nofs. Their attention, like that of the ,i

wandering Koriacs, is confined chiefly to their deer, l

wieh which their country abounds. They are a cou- . i

rageous, well-made, warlike race of people ; and are,
}

formidable neighbours to the Koriacs of both nationr,-
ij

who often experience their depredations. The Ruffians *.

have long endeavoured to bring them under their do- j

minion; and though they have iofl: a great number ot
i
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hiQn in thsir different expeditions to accomplifh this

purpofe, they have never yet been able to efred: it.

Let us now return to the profecution of future difco-

veries. As the Lords of the Admiralty, in the inftruc-

tions which they had given for the regulation of the

prefent voyage, had entrufted the commanding officer

of the expedition with a difcretionary power, in cafe of

not fucceeding in the clifcovery of a paflage from the

Pacific Ocean into the Atlantic, to make choice, in

his return to England, of whatever route he fhould

judge befc adapted for the improvement of geography^

captain Gore defirecl that the principal ofiicers vv^ould

deliver their fentiments, in writing, relative to the

mode in which thefe inflruftions might moll effeclually

be carried into execution. The refuit of their opinions,

v/hich, to his great fatisfaftion, he found unanimous^'

andperfeftly agreeing v/ith his own, was, that the con-

dition of our veffels, of the fails, cordage, &c. ren-.

dered it hazardous and unfafe to m.ake any attempt, as

the winter was nov/ approaching, to navigate the fea

betv/een Afia and Japan, which would otherwife have

opened to us the moft copious field for difcovery ; that

it v/as therefore moil prudent to lleer to the eaftward

of that iiland:—^and, in our way thither, to fail along

the Kuriles, and examine, in a moft particular manner,

thofe iflands that are fituated neareft to the northern

coaft of Japan, which are faid to be ofconfiderable ex-

tent, and not fubjedl to the Ruffians or Japanefc. Should

we have the good fortune to meet with feme fecure

and commodious harbours in any of the iilands, we fup-

pofed they might prove of confiderable importance,

as convenient places of flicker for fubfequent naviga-

tors, v>"ho might be employed in exploring the feas, or

as the means of producing a commercial intercourfe

among the adjacent dominions of the two above-m.enti-

oned empires. Our next obje6t was to take a furvey

of the coaft of the japanefe ifles; after w^hich we de-

figned to m.akc the coaft of China, as far to the north

VOL. vni. 7 L
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as was in our powers and proceed along it to Ma-
cao,

This plan of operations being adopted, captain King
was ordered by captain Gore^ in cafe the two fhips

Ihould feparate, to repair without delay to Macao j

and on the 9th of 06tober about fix o'clock in the af-

ternoon, having cleared the entrance of the bay of

Av/atika, we made fail to the fouth-eaft, the w^ind

blowing from the north-weft and by weft.

On Monday the i ith, at noon, we were in the lati-

tude of 52° 4', and in the longitude of 158*^ 31'.—Wc
were now at the diftance of nine or ten m-iles from the

rieareft part of the coaft, and perceived the whole in-

land country covered with fnow. A point of land to-

wards the fouth, conftituted the northernfide of a deep
bay, diftinguiihed by the name of Achachinfkoi, in-

v/hofe diflant bottom vv^e imagined that & large river

difcharged itfelfj as the land behind appeared remark-
ably low. To the fouthward of Achachinfkoi Bay>

the land did not exhibit fuch a rugged and barren afpe6l,.

as was obfervable in that part of the country which we
had before paffed.

On the 13th, at break of day, v/e defcried the fe-

cond of the Kurile Ifiands, named Paramoufir by the

Ruffians, extending from V7efi; half fouth to north-weft

by weft. This land was exceedingly high, and almoft

wholly covered with fnow. Our latitude, at this time

was 49° 49'' and our longitude 157".

The iiland of Paramoufir is the largeft of the Kuriles

that are fubjed; to the dominion of the Ruffians ; and
is worthy of a m.ore accurate furvey than we were on
this occafion enabled to take. For, in the afternoon,

the wefterly wind increafing to a brifK gale, it was not

in our power to make a nearer approach to it than we
had made at noon; v/e v.'ere, therefore, obliged to con-

tent ourfelves with endeavouring to determine its po-
rtion at that diftance.

On Tueiclay the 26th, at break of day, we had the

latUfattion of perceiving high land towards the weft,
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which proved to be Japan. Having fLOod on till nine

o'clock, we had, by than time approached within five

or fix miles of the land j our depth of w^ater was fifty-

eight fathoms, with a bottom compofed of fine fand.

We now tacked and flood off j but, as the wind failed

us, we had proceeded, at noon, to no greater diftance

from the iliore than three leagues.

At tv/o o'clock in the afternoon, the wind bkwfrefh
from the fouth, and by four, had reduced us to clofe-

reefed topfaiis, and obliged us to ftand off to the fouth

-

eafiwardi in confequciice of which courfe, and the

gloominefs of the v/eather, we foon loft fight of land.

We kept on during the whole night, and till eight

o'clock the following morning, when the wind fhifting

to the north, and becoming moderate, v/e made fail,

and fteered a weft-fouth-weil courfe towards the land,

which, however, we did not make before three in the

afternoon.

We proceeded towards the coaft till eight in the

evening, v/hen our diliance from it was about five

leagues; and having fnortened fail for the night, v/e

fceered in a foutherly direction, founding every four

hours; but our depth of water was fo great, that v/e

did not find ground v/ith a hundred and fixty fathoms
of line.

Steering fouth-weft obliquely wiih the fnore, w-
fdWy at ten o'clock, more land in that direction. ^To
the v/eil of this land, which is lov/ and level, were tv/o

ifiands, as we fuppofed, though fome doubts v/ere en-
.

tertained, v/hether they were not united with the neicrh-

bouring low ground. The hazinefs of the weather, as

v.ell as our diiliance, rendered it likev/if; irapofnble for

us to afcertain, whether there were not fome inlets or

harbours betv/een the prcjecling points which feemed
to promife ihelter.

We continued our courfe to the fouth-wefl: durins
the r.emainaer Of the day, and, atmiidnight, found our
depth of water to be feventy fathoms, over a bottom
of fine brown find. We therefore hauled up toward^
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the eaftj till the next mornings when we again had
light of land, about eleven leagues to the fouth of that

which v/e had fccn the preceding day. At eight o'clock^

xve were v/ithin the diilance of about two leagues from
the ihorej having had regular foundings from fixty-five

to twenty fathoms, over gravel and coarfe fand.

About nine o'clock, the fky being in fome degree

overcafi:, we tacked, and flood off to the eailward.

—

-

Not long after, we obicrved a vefi'el, clofe in with the

land, ftanding to the north along the fhore j and we
aifo faw another in the offing, coming down on us, be-

fore the wind. The reader will eafily conceive, that

objefts of any kind, belonging to a country fo cele-

brated, and yet fo imperfeftiy known, mufc have ex-

cited a general eagernefs of curiofityj in confequencc

of which, every perfon on board came inilantaneouily

upon deck to gaze at them. As the veffel to windward
approached usfine hauled oft to a greater diftance from
the fhore ; upon which, being apprehenfive of alarming

thofe who were on board of her, by the appearance of

a purfuit, we brought our fnips to, and fhe failed a-

head of us, at the diftance of four or five furlongs,

We might have fpoken to them with great facility j but

captain Gore, perceiving, by their m.ancsuvres, that

they were highly terrified, was unvv'illing to increafe

ti'ieir apprehenfionsj and, imagining that we fnould

have many better opportunities ot communication with

the Japanefe, fufrered them to retire v/ithout inter-

ruption.

On Wednefday the 2^\, in the morning, we found

ourfelves, by our reckoning, at the diftance of upv/ards

of fifty leagues from the'coaftj which circumftance,

united to the confideration of the very uncomiraon effect:

of currents v/e had already experienced, the advanced

•period of the year, the variable and uncertain ftate of

the weather, and the fmall profpedi we had of any al-

teration for the better, indaced captain Gore to form

the refolution of leaving Japan, and profecuting our

voyage to China 3 and pauicularly as he entertained
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fiopes, that lince the track he intended to purfue had

not yet been expioredj he nriight perhaps find an op-

portunity of making amends, by fome new and im-

portant difcovery, for the difappointments we had

fuflained upon this coail.

If any of our readers fhould be inclined to fuppofe,

that we relinquiflried this objed: too haftiiy, it may be

oblerved, in addition to the fafls before Hated, that

the coaft ofJapan, according to Kcempfer's defcripcion

of it, is the moft dangerous in the known world -, that it

would have been exceedingly hazardous, in cafe of dif-

trefs, to have run into any of the harbours of that

country; v/here, if we may credit the moft authentic

v/ritersj the averfion of the natives to a communication
with ftrangers, has prompted them to the commiffion

of the moft flagrant a£ls of barbarity; that our vefiels

were in a leaky condition; that the rigging v*?as fo rotten

as to require continual repairs ; and that the fails were
alm^ofl: entirely worn out, and incapable of withftanding

the vehemence of a gale of wind.

We proceeded to t\iQ fouth-eaftward during die 4tli

?ind 5th of November, with very unfettled weather.

On each of thofe days we paiTed coniiderable quantities

of pumice -ilone, fome pieces of v/hich were taken up
by our people, and found to weigh from an ounce to

three pounds.

On Sunday the 14th, at ten o'clock, land was dif-

covered in the dire6lion of fouth-weft, which had the

appearance of a peaked mountain. At noon, the lon-

gitude was 142,° 2', and the latitude 24° 37''.

The land in view, which we now difcovered to be
an ifland, w^as nine or ten leagues diftant, and, at two
o'clock in the afternoon, we dcfcried another to the

weft-ncrth-weitward. This fecond ifland, when view-
ed at a diflance, appeared like tv/03 the fouthern point

confining of a ioRy hill of a conic figure, united by a

narrov/ neck to the northern land, which is of a mode-
rate elevation. This iiland being manifeilly of greater
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extent than that to the Ibuthwardj we diredecl ou.r"*'

courfe towards it. \

The next morning at fix, we made fail for the fou- ']

thern point of the larger illandj and, abouc this time i

difcovered another high ifland. At nine o'clock, v/e
'

were abreall ofthe middle ifland, and within the diftance
j

of a mile from it: hut captain Gore, finding that a boat i

could not land without running ibme rifque from the ^

heavy furf that broke again ft the fb ore, continued his :

courfe to the weftward. 1

The length of this ifland in the direction of fouth-
j

weft and north-north-eaft, is about five miles. Its
'

fouthpoint is an elevated barren hill, rather flat at the .

fummit, and when feen from the weft-fouth-weft, ex-

hibits an evident volcanic crater. That Refolution hav- ]

ing palled nearer the land, fcveral of the officers of k

that ftiip thought they difcerned fteams proceeding
\

from the top of the hill. Thefe circumftances induced
l

captain Gore to beftow on this difcovery the appella- 1

tion of Sulphur Ifland. *
\

A iov/ and narrov/ neck of land unites the hill v/e ;•

have juft defcribed, v/ith the fouth end of the ifland,
|

which extends itfelf into a circumference of between
>]

three and tour leagues. That part bordering en the ]

ifthmus has fome bufnes upon it, and prefents an c<Spctt 1

of verdure; but thoie parts that are fituate to the north- \

eafi are extremely barren, and abound v/ith large de-
;^

tached rocks, niany of v;hich are of great whitenefs.
]

Some very dangerous breakers extend about two miles
|

to the v/eftward, off the middle part of the ifland,
'^

ao-ainft which the lea breaks with a crreat degree of vio- ".

ience. 'j

The north and fouth ifiands had the appearance Oi' ,'|

fmo-le mountains, of a confiderable elevation; the for- \

mer was peaked, and of accnic formi ; the latter more :

Iquare and flat at the fummit. t

Sulphur Ifland wc judge to be in the latitude of 24''
'J;

40', and the longitude of 141'^ 12'.
_ __

!

CaDlain Gore now thouitrht proper to direct his courie :^
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for the Bafhee Ifles, with the hopes of procurhig at

them fuch a fupply of refrefn merits as might render it

lets neceffary to continue long at Macao. Thefc iflands

received a vific from captain Dampier^ who has given

a very favourable account, as well of the civihty of the

natives, as of the abundance of hogs and vegetables,

with which the country is furniilied. They were after-

wards feen by commodore Byron and captain Wallis,

who paffed them without landing.

For the purpofe of extending our view in the day

time, our Ihips failed at the diltance of between tv/o

and three leagues from each other; and, during the

night, we proceeded under an eafy fail; fo that it was

fcarcely poiEble to avoid obferving any land that lay in

the vicinity ofour courfe.

In the night of the 25th, there v/as an eciipfe of the

moon ; but we were prevented by the rain from making
any obfervations.

On the approach of dav-light, we had fight of the

inand ofPrata; and, betv/een the hours of fix andfeven,

v/e ilood towards the llioal, but finding ourfeives una-

ble to weather it, we bore away, and ran to leeward.

As we paffed along the fouth fide, within the diftance

of a mJie from the reef, we faw two remiarkable patches

on the edge of the breakers, that had the appearance

ofwrecks.

At noon, the latitude, difcovered by double altitudes,

was ao'' 39'; and the longitude was 116'^ 45'. The
iiland of Prata was now three or four leaerues diftant.

Near the fouthern extremity of the iiland, and on the

fouth weftern fide ofthe reef, we imagined that we faw,

from the maft-head, feveral opening in the reef, which
feemed to promife fecure anchorage.

The extent of the Prata fhoal is confiderable; for it

is about fix leagues from north to fouth, aiid extends

three or four leagues to the eaft of the ifland: its limits

to the weilward we had not an opportunity of afcer-

taining.

In the morning of Monday the 29i;h, wc palled fome
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Chinefc fifhing-boats, the crews of which eyed us with

marks of great indiiFerence. In nfhing, they make ufe

of a large dredge-net, refembling a hollow cone in

fhape, with aflat iron rim fixed Co the lower part of its

mouth. The net is faftened with cords to the head and

llern of the boat, which being left to follow the impuife

of the wind, draws the net after it, with the iron rim

drao-mng; alcns; the bottom. We found the fea, to our

great regret, covered with the recks of boats which
had been ioil, as vv-e fuppofed, in the late ftormy wea-

ther.

Our latitude at twelve o'clock, by obfervation, w^as

22*^ i '; and, fmce the preceding noon, we had run a

hundred and ten miles upon a north- weil courfc. As
we were now nearly in the latitude of the Lema Iflands,

we made fail to the Vvreft by north, and, after we had
proceeded two and twenty miles, defcried one of them
nine or ten leagues to the weft.

The next morning, we ran along the Lema Ifles,

which, like the other iflands fituated on this coafl:, are

dcftitute ofwood, and, as far as we had an opportunity

ofobferving, devoidof cultivation. About nine o'clocky

a Chinefe boat, which had before been with the Refo-

iution, came along- fide the Difcovery, with offers of a

pilot, which, however, captain King declined, as it

was incumbent upon him to follow his confort. Not
long afterwards, v^e pafled the weftern-moft of the

Lema rocks; but, inftead of hauling up to the north

ofthe Grand Ladrone Ifland, as was done by lord An-
fon in the Centurion, we failed to leeward.

In purfuance of the inftru6tions which had been given

to captain Cook by the lords of the admiralty, it now
became necelfary to defire the officers and men to de-

liver up their journals, and all other papers they might

have in their poiTefiions, relative to the hiftory of the

voyage. Some degree of delicacy, as well as tirranefs,

feemed to be requiiite in the execution of thefe orders.

Our comm.anders could not be ignorant, that moft of

the -officers, and feveral of the fcamen, had amufed
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themfelves, in their leifure hours, with writing accounts

ofour proceedings, for the purpofe of gratifying their

friends, or for ; their own private fatisfa6tion ; which,

they .might not wifli to have fubmitted, in their prefcnt

form, to the infpcftion of ftrangers. On the other hand,

the captains could not, confiftently with the inftrufti-

ons they had received, leave papers in their cuftody,

which, either by accident or defign, might fall into

the hands of printer?, and thus give rife to fuch fuprious

and, imperfed narratives of our voyage, as might tend

to the difparagement of our labours, and, perhaps, to

the prejudice of officers, who might, though unjuftly,

incur fufpicion of having been the authors of fuch pub-
lications.

Captain King, therefore, affembled the Difcovery's

people on deck, and informed them of the orders that

had been received, and the reafons which, in his opi-

nion, ought to induce them, to yield a perfedl obedi-

ence. He, at the fame time, gave them to under-

ftand, that whatever papers they wilhed not to have
fcnt to the Lords of the Admiralty, fhould be feaied

up in their own. prefence, and preferved in his cuftody

tilltheintentions oftheir Lordfhips, refpe6tingthepub-

lijcation of the hillory ofthe voyage, wereaccomplillied;

after.which, he laid, they fhould be faithfully reftored to
them.

Captain King had the fatisfaclion to find, that,his

propofais met with the approbation and the ready com-
pliance, not only of the ofHcers, but alfo of the reft of
the Ihip's company ; and every fcrap ofpaper, that con-
tained an. account ofany tranfadlions relating to, the pre-

fcnt voyage, was immediately given up.

Captain Gore made the fame propofais to the peo-
ple of the Refolution, wlio inftantly, complied witli

them, and delivered up all their papers which had any
reference to the voyage.
We continued working ro the windward till about

fix o'clock in the afternoon, when we let go our an-
chors, by the dircdtion of the. Chinefe pilot on boa-rd
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the Reloiution, who was of opinion that the tide was.

now fetting againft us. In this particular, however,
he was. 'greatly deceived , for, upon our making the

experiment, we difcovered, thatitfet towards the north
till ten o'clock. The next morning (Wednefday the
I ft of December) he fell into an error of a fimilar

kind ; for, at five, on the appearance of flack vi^ater,

he diretled that we fhould get under way ; but the

ignorance he had before manifeftcd, had put us upon
our guard. We were therefore willing to be convin-
ced by our own obfervations, before we weighed an-
chor ; and, on examining the tide, we found a ftrong

undertow, in confequence of which, we were oblig-

ed to keep fafl: till eleven o'clock. It appears from
thefc circumftances, that the tide had rundown for the

Ipace of twelve hours.

On the 2d of December, in the morning, one of the
Ghinefe contra6lors, \vho arc known by the appellation

of Comfradcrs, came on board the Refolution, and fold

to captain -Gore as much beef as weighed two hundred
pounds, together with a confiderable quantity of eggs,

oranges, and greens. The Difcovery received a pro-

portional lliare of thefe articles ; and an agreement was
made with the Comprador to provide us a daily fupply,

for which, however, he infifted on our paying before

hand.

As our pilot now pretended that he could condu6l

the fliips no farther, captain Gore was under the ne-

cefTity ofdifcharging him; and we were left to our own
guidance and direftion. At two o'clock in the afte-r-

noon, the tide flowing, we took up our anchors and.

worked to windward -, and at feven, anchored again in

three fathoms and a half water, at which time Macao
bore weft, at the diftance of one league.

Captain. Gore, in the evening, difpatched captain

King to Macao, to pay a vifit to the Portuguefe Gover-
nor, and to requeft the favour of his aiTiftance, in fup--

plying our people v/ith proVifions, which he imagined

.might be dene on more moderate terms than the Ccm-
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"p'ador would undertake to furnilh them.—Captain

King, at the fame time, took an account oF the naval

ftores, ofwhich both our Ihips were in great want, with

an intention of repairing immediately to Canton, and

making application to the fervancs of our Eaft-India-

Company, who refide^ there at that time.

Upon Mr. King's arrival at the citadel, he was in-

formed by the fort.major, that the governor was in-

difpofed, and was therefore unwilling to receive vifitors,

but that we might depend on meeting with every affif-

tance in their power.

Captain King was now returning to the fhip in a

ftate of great dejeftion, when the Portuguefe officer

who accompanied him, aflced hun, v/hether he did not

intend to vifit the Englifh gentlemen at Macao. It is

unnecefiary to add with what tranfport Mr. King re-

ceived the intelligence conveyed to him by this queftion,

as well as with what anxious hopes and fears ; what a

confli(5l between curiofity and apprehenfion, his mind
was agitated, as he and his companions walked towards

the houfeof one of their countrymen. The reception

they met with was by no means deficient in civility or

kindncfs, though, from the ftate of agitation they were

in, it appeared to them rather cold and formal. In

their inquiries, as far as regarded objects of private

concern, they obtained, as v/as indeed to be expected,

little or no fatisfadiion ; but the occurrences of a public

nature, which had happened fmce the period of our

departure from England, and which now, overwhelmed
all other feelings, aimoft deprived them., for fome
time, of the power of refle6lion. . .

The intelligence we had gained concerning the fiiate

of affairs in Europe, rendered us the more anxious to

accelerate our departure as much as we paffibiv could.

Captain King, therefore, renewed his endeavours to

procure a pafiage 10 Crntcn, but did not meet with
fuccels at p'leknt; and rin^'ing there was no profpeftof
his procteding to Canton, difpatched a letter to the

committee of tv^t Engliih Supcrcargoesj to requefi
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their afiiftance in procuring him a pafTport, as well as

in forwarding the ftores we had occafion for (of which
Mr. King fent them a lift) with all pofTible e:jipedition.

On Thurfday the 9th, captain Gore received an an-

fwer from theEnglilh Supercargoes at Canton, in which
theypromifed to exert their moft ftrenuous endeavours
in procuring the fupplies of which we were in want,
with all poflible difpatch, and affured him, that a paff-

port fhould be fent for one of our officers.

The next day, an Englifh merchant, from one of

our fettlements, made application to captain Gore-^ for

the afiiftance of a few ofhis people, to navigate as far as

Canton, a vefiei which he had purchafed at Macao.
Captain Gore, confidering this as a good opportunity

for Mr. King to repair to that city, gave orders, that

he fhould take with him his fecond lieutenant, the lieu-

tenant of marines, and ten failors.

Though this was not the exadt mode in. which cap-

tain King could have wifhed to vilit Canton, yet as it

was highly uncertain when the pafTport would. arrive,

andhis prefence might be of great fervice, in expedit-

ing the requifite fupplies, he did not fcruple to go on
board the vefTel, having left orders with Mr. William-
fon to prepare the Difcovery for fea with all conveni-

ent fpeed.

Mr. King and his attendants quitted the^ harbour of

Macao on Saturday the i ith j and reaching Canton in

the evening of the i8th, difembarked at the Engliih

fafto^y, where, though his arrival was wholly unex-

pefted, he was received with every mark of civility and

refpeft. MefTrs. Fitzhugh, Bevan, and Rapier, com-
pofed at this time the feledl committee j and the former

of thefe gentlemen atled as prefident. They immedi-

ately gave Mr. King an inventory of thofe ftores with

which the EaftTndia fhips were able to fupply us; and

though he did not entertain the fmalleft doubt, that the

comimanders were willing to afTift with whatever they

could fpare, confiftently with a regard to the intereft of

their employers, as well as their own fafety, yet it was
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a great difappointment to him to obferve in their \i?c

fcarceiy any canvas or cordage, cf both which- articles

we Were chiefly- in want.

On Sunday the 26th, in the evening, captain Kin.g

took his leave of the Supercargoes, after having re-

turned them thanks ' for their many favours j amonc^

which mull be mentioned a prefent of a confiderable

quantity of' tea, for the ufe of the companies of both

fiiips, and a copious colie(5lion ofEngiifli periodical

publications.

At one o'clock in the morning of the 27th, 'Meirrs.

"King' and Phillips, and the two Englifb gentlemen, quit-

ted Canton, and, about the fame hour of the fucceed-

ing day, arrived at Macao, having pa'ffed down a chan-

nel fituated to the weft of that by vvhich Mr. King had

come Up.

During the abfence of our party from Macao,- a b/rfi<:

traffic had been carrying on with the Chinefe, for our

fea-otter fliins, the value of which augmented- every

day. One of our failors clifpofed of his ftock alone,

for eight hundred dollars; and a few of the beft Ikins,

which were clean, andrhad been carefully preferred,

produced a hundred and twenty dollars each.

Having- got under fail, about 2 o'clock in the- after-

noon, the -Reiblution faiuted the fort of Macao with

eleven guns ; and the falutation was returned with an

equal number.

After paffing fome illands, and encountering various

winds, on the 20th we came to an anchor in the harbour

of Pulo Condore, where we procured fome buffaloes,

and recruited our wood and water.

At fix o'clock we anchored in fix fathoms-w^ater,

with the beft bower ; and the Difcovery was kept fteady

v/ith a fcream anchor and cable towards the fouth-eaft.

We' had no fooner let go our anchors, than captain

Gore fired' a gun, w^ith a view of giving the inhabitants

noti:e of our arrival, and drawing them towards the

fhore; but it had no effe6l. As none of the iflanders

had yet made their appearance, notwithftanding the
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firing of a lecond gun, captdn Gore thought it advifea-

ble to go ailiore in fearch of them,, chat we might lofe

no time in opening a uafiic for fucn provifions as the

place could furnifh us with. For thii purpofc he defired

captain King to accompany Kim in the miorning of the

22d ; and, as the wind at that time, blew vioJently from
the eafcward, they did not think it confiftent with pru-

dence to coaft in their boats to'the town, which i^ands

on the eaftern fide of the ifiand, but rowed round the

northern point of the harbour.

On our arrival v.^e were conduced to the town, which

was about a ^mile dif^^^fit; the road to it lying through a

deep v/hitifh fand. It ftand s near the fca-fide, at the

bottom of a retired bay, which affords good fhelter

-during the prevalence of the fouth-weft monfoon.
The ifianders, who aded as a guide to our partyj

condudled them to the largefc houfe in the town, be-

longing to the chief, or (as the natives ftiled him) the

captain.

Pulo Conclore is elevated and mountainous, and is

encompaffed by feveral ifiands of inferior extent, forae

of which are about two miiles diitant, and others lefs

than one mile.

The anchorage in this harbour is very good, the depth

of w^ater being from five to eleven fathoms ; but tiie

bottom is ib foft and clayey, that we met ^Aith confidera-

ble difiiculty in weighing our anchor. The mofi com-
modious water-place is at a beach on the eafLcrn fide,

where \vc found a fmall ftream that fuppiied us with
fourteen or fifteen tons of water in a day.

We weighed anchor on the 2 3th cf January, and

had no fooner cleared the harbour, than we f:ood to

the fouth-fouth-v.cft for Pulo Timoan.
On the 8th, about eight o'clock in- the morning, we

proceeded through the Straits of Sunda. Being, at

that time not above two miles from two fnips which lay

there at anchor, and which now hoifted Butch colours,

colours, c?tptv.in Gore fent a boat on board to procure

intellisrence.
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. The boat returned early in the afternoon, with infor-

mation, that the larger of the two veffels was a Dutch
Eaft-Indiaman, bound for Europe ; and the other a

packet from Batavia, with inftru6tions for the feveral

fhips lying in the Straits. It is cuftomary for the Dutch
fhips, when their cargoes are all completed, to quit Ba-
tavia, on account of its very uhwholefome climate, and

repair to fomc of the more healthy iflands in the Straits,,

where they wait for their difpatches, and the remainder

of their lading.

At feVe'n o'clock the next morning, we made fail, and
two days afterwards came to an anchor at Cracatoa.

About 8 in the evening, the wind began to blow frefh

from the weft, accompanied with violent thunder, light-

ningandrain. Thenext morning (the i ith) atj o'clock^,

captain King weighed anchor, and fteered for Prince's

Ifland, at which place they arrived on the 14th.

On the morning of the 19th, being favoured by a

north-v/efterly breeze, we broke ground, to our ex-

creme fatisfaftion, for the laft time in the ftraits cf
Sunday and on the 20th we had totally loli fight of
Prince's Ifland,

Captian Gore had hitherto defigned to proceed di-

reftiy to the ifland of St. Helena, without ftopping at

the Gape of Got}d Hope ; but, as the Refolution's rud-

der had been, for feme time defe<5i:ive, and, on exa-

mination, was found to be in a dangerous ftate, he

formed the reiblution of repairing immediatly to the

Cape, as being the moft eligible place, both for pro-

viding a new main-piece to the rudder, and for the

recovery of his fick.

On Monday the loth ofAprilJ, at break of day, the

land made its appearance to the north-weflward 3 and
in the courfe of the morning, a inow was feeii bearing

down to us. She proved to be an EngiiHi Eail-India

packet, v/hich had quitted Table-bay, three days be-

fore., and was now cruifing with inftrudtions for the

China fleet, and other India fhips. In the evening,

Falfe Cape bore eail-norLh-eaft, and the Gunner's
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Quoin,, north by eaft j but we were prevented ;Ky .the,

wind from getting into- Falfe Bay,, till the evening of >

12-th, when we Jet go our anchcrs a-breafl;,of,Simeoji's:

Bay..,'
_

_

•

_

Captain ICingj on Saturday the 15th accompanied cap-

tain, Gofe. to Cape Town ; and the. following morning,

they waited on Baron Plettenberg, the governor, who
received them with every poffible. demonftration of

civility-and poiitenefs. He entertained a great perfon-

ai affection for captain Cook, and profefled the. high-
.

eft admiration of his character; and, on hearing the

recital of his misfortune, broke forth.into. many expref-,

fions of unaffieifled forrow. In one of the principal

apjartments of the Baron's houfe, he fliewed our genrle-

m^en two pictures, one of De Ruyter, the other ofVan
Tromp, with a vacant fpace left between them, whichj

he faid, he intended to till up with the portrait of cap-

tain Cook ; and, for this purpofe, he reque.fted that

they would endeavour to procure one for him, at any

price, on their arrival in Great-Britain.

On Saturday the 1 2th ofAugufl: we deferied the w^f-
tern coaft of Ireland, and endeavoured to. get into Fort

Galw?y, fro-m whence captain Gore intended to have

difpatched the journals and charts ofour voyage to Lon-
don. This attempt, howeve^^, proved ineffectual '; and

we v/ere compelled by violent foutherly winds to itand

to. the north.

Our next defign was to put into Lough. Swilly, but

the wind continuing in the fame quarter, we fteeredto

the northward of the ifland of Lewis; and on Tuefday-

the 22d of Auguft, about eleven o'clock in the fo.rer

noon, both our vefTels anchored at Scromnefs. From
this place captain King was fent by captain Gore to in-

form the lords of the admiralty of our arrival; and an

Wecinelday the 4th of OtStober, the fliips reached the,

Nore in {-AivX-jy after an abfence of four years, tv/o-

months, ?^'r)d cv/o and twenty days.

F I N I S.
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George Armroyd

James Afh

Jolhua Afh

Jofliua Afn

Thomas Auftil



SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

B
Benjamin F. Bache

William Bainbridge

John Baine

l)r. Abfalom Baird,

M.G.A.fromWaJh.
mgton county

Rev. David Baird, M.

C. from Pennfylvania

Martin Baifh

George A. Baker

Henry C. Baker

Hilary Baker,

Hilary H. Baker

John Baker

Jofiah Baldwin

Blackwell W. Bail

Jofeph Ball

William Ball

John Banks

Jofeph Barger

John Barker

Peter Barker

William Barker

Abraham Barnet

Nathan Barnet

Charles Barrington

H. Barry

J. B. Barry

Edward Eartlett

Benj. Smith Barton,

M. D.

Matthias Barton, M.
G. A. from Lancqfler

William Barton

John Bafon

James Baifett

Richard Batcbellor

William Bates

Nathaniel Bayne

Peter Baynton

Frederick Beates

Henry Beck

John Beckiey

Gunning Bedford

John Beere

Stephen Beefely

Richard S. Begnali

Jacob Beideman

Andrew Bell

Jofeph Bell

Peter Bell

Thomas Bell

George Bellos

Henry Benbridge, jun«

George S Benfell

J. A Benton

John A. Benton, S,

Cafolina



SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

Lemuel Benton, M. C.

fromS. Carolina

John Bergman

Robert Bethell

Anthony Beyerd

Charles Biddle

Clement Biddle,

Marks Biddle, ofRead-

ing, Berks county

William Biddle

Thomas Biggs

William Bingham,

M. C.

John Bioren

Caleb Birchall

Samuel Bifpham

John Blakie

Peter Blight

Samuel Bilodget

Thomas Blount, M.C.

from Farboroughj N.

Catolina

John Bock i us

Daniel Bjehm

James Boggs

Zatheus O. Bond

William Bonnell

Ifaac Bon fall

C^eorge Booth

Peter Borger

Jacob Bowers

Samuel Bowers

Samuel Boys

Samuel Breck

Daniel Brewer

William Breyden

Robert Bridges, jun.

Abner Briggs

Michael Bright

Daniel Broadhead

Benjamin Brooke

David Brooks

John Brooks

Armit Brown

John Brown, M. C.

from Kentucky

John Brown, Ki/Joaw-

quills, Miffiin County

John Brown

John Brown

John Browne, N. L.

Mathew Brown

Peter Brown

Samuel Brown

Thomas Brown

William Brown

William Brown

William Brown



SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

William Brown, KiJ-

hawquills, Mifflin

county

David Bruce

James Bruce

Samuel Bryan

Alexander Buchanan

James Buchanan, Nor-

thumberland county

William Buck

William Buckley

Samuel Bullus

Nicholas Bunting

Philip S. Bunting

Samuel J Bunting

Dempfcy Burgefs,

M. C. from North

Carolina

Andrew Burkhart

Aaron Burr, M. C.

from New York

Stephen Burrows

Edwin Burwell, Kicb'

mond, Virginia

Joel Butcher

Samuel J Cabell, M. C.

from Aniherjl county,

Virginia

Thomas Cadwallader

Wilhelmina Cadwalla-

der

Alexander Calder

John E. Caldwell

John Caldwell

Timothy Cale

David Callaghan

Charles Campbell

William Campbell

Philip Care

Mathew Carey

Stephen Carmack

James Carman

William Carmichael,

jun.

Edward Carpenter,

Mantua Creek, ' New
J.rfey

Samuel Carpenter

Robert Carr

Thomas Carftairs

Daniel Carteret



SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

M. Caftello

Enoch Caftner

Samuel Carver

Thomas Carti

Dr. Ilaac Cathrall, jiin.

Jacob CaufFman

John Cazle

Alexander Chambers

George R. Chapman

Thomas Chapman

Ifaac B. Childs

Peter Chriftian

Charles Cift

Thomas Claiborne,

M, C.from Virginia

Adam Clampter

Philip Clar'dge

Levinus Clarkfon

Matthew Clarkfon,

Mayor of Phiiad.

Samuel Ciarlcfon

Samuel Clarkfon, jun.

Henry Claufe

Curtis Clayton

James Clement

Samuel C. Clendenin

John Clifford

William Clifton, jun.

John Cline

John Cloer

John Cloyd

Abraham Coats

William Coats

Abraham Cohen

Hugh B. Cochran

Robert E. Cochran

Cbarltfton, South

Carolina

Abraham Colladay

Jacob Collings

James Collings

John Collings

Cornelius Comegys

Jacob Comly

William Compton

John Connolly

Peter Connolly

Michael Conrod

Redmond Conyngham

Benjamin Cooper

Alia Copeland

John Cooke

John Cordner

Robert Cooper

James Corkrin

William Cornman

Garret Cottringer

Samuel Cowperthwaitc

John Cox

Tench Cox



SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

Jacob Cozen

s

Jacob Crawford

James Crawtord

John Crawtord

"William Crawford

Benjamin CrelTon

John Crofby

Levi Crofgvove

William Crumpton

Ifaac Cryder

John dimming, M.D.
John Cunningham,

Lancafler

Richard CuflTack

Edward Ciitbufh, M.D,
Anthony CuMibert

Thomas Cuthbert.

D

A. J, Dallas,

William Daizell

B. Dandridge,

John David

Alexander Davidfon

Capt. A. Davidfon

James Davidfon

John Davidfon

A Davidfon

Ed\\ara Davis

George Davis

Ifaac Davis

Ifaac Davis

John Davis

William Dawfon jun.

Jonathan Dayton,

speaker of the

Houje of Re-

prefentatives U. S,

from New Jerfey

Alexander Dean

Henry Dearborn, M.C,

from Pitts Town,

Dijlridiof Maine

Robert Deas

Barney C. Dennis

John Dennis

John Dennis

Philip Derrick

John V. Defhong

Matthias Deihong

Lewis De\^ees

Jonathan Dickinfon

Philomon Dickinfon

Capt. Jofeph Dillon

Jaoies Dilworth



SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES. 1

Thomas Dixon

H. Dixon

John Donnaldfon

John Donnaldfon

Henry Donnell

James Donald

Hugh Dowell

Jacob Downing

James Doughty

William Doughty

Richard Douglafs

Kev. Jacob Duche

Tohn Duche

Vincent Ducoiub

Michael DufFey

John DuffieVi

Samuel Dufficld,M.D.

William Diigan

R. H. Duncan

James Dun lap, M. D,

John Dunlap

Thomas Dunn
Jacob Dunton

Peter Le Sarbier

Dupleffis

William Dupuy

Jacob Durang

E

Clayton lEarle

Samuel Earle, U C.

From Greenville

County, South Caro-

lina

Henry Earn eft

Jacob Ear; i eft

Adam Eckfeldt

Walter Eckford

Alexander Edwards

Andrew Edwards

Charles Eddy

George Egbert

Peter Eigleberner

Eli Eldrige

Sam le' Elliot

John Elmflie

Zachariah Endrefs

Francis Engle

Robert Erwin

David Erwing

John Etris

David Evans

Peter Evans



SUBSCRIBERS* NAMES.

Capt. John Eve

Charles Evans

John Evtrly

James Ewing

Thomas Ewing

Vv^iliiam Ewing

George Eyre

Manuel Eyre M. G. A.

F
John Fee

George Felker

Richard Fell

William FeKh

Thomas D. Fendall

John Fenno

Henry H. Fenthani

John G Fentham

James Fergufon

Jofeph Field

William Findall

William Findley, M. C.

from JVeJimcreland

county , Fermfylvania

Miers Fiiher

Thomas Fiiher

Joleph Fifs, M- D.

Peter Fifs

Thomas Fitzfimons

Roger Flahaven

John Flint

William Flintham

Thomas Flood

John W. Footman

William Forfyth

Henry Ford

Alexander Fofter

Dwight Fofter, M, C

from Brookfield,

Maffachufetts

Theodore Fofter, M. C.

from Providence,R,

Jfland

Wilh'am Fofter

Fotterall & Davis

Owen Foulke

George Fox

William Francis

JefTe Franklin, M. a
from Surry county, N.

Carolina

Samuel R. Franklin



SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

Samuel M. Frauncis Frederick Frelinghuy-

Nalbro' Frazier fen, M. C.from New
Daniel Freihmood J^^f^y

Eliza Fries William Fromberger

William Gait

John S. Gardner

William Gardiner

William Gardiner

Capt, John Garman
Samuel Garrigus

Henry Garrifon

George Gafs

Gilbert Gaw
Frederick J, Gebler

Andrew Gcyer, jun.

Peter J. Gherardt

William Gibbons

William Gibbons

John Lee Gibfon

Jeffe Gilbert

Charles Gilchrift

WiUliam B. Giles.

M. C. from Virginia

Robert Gj liefpie

Nicholas Gil man, M.
C.from N. Hamtfhire

John Goodwin

Jofeph Gofs, M. D.

Thomas Gould

Robert Graham

Alexander Grant

James Grant, Knox-

ville, S. W. Territory

John Grant

D. GrafTet

William Gray

William Gray

Andrew Graydon

Kev. Allibel Green

John Green

James Gregory

D. Grifpjth, Elk-ridge^

Maryland

John Grimes

Jonathan Grimes

William Ba] ry Grove,

U. C. from North

Carolina

B



lO SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES

William Guier

John Gulleii

Francis Gurney

James Gunn, M C.

from Savanabi Geor-

gia

H

Godfrey Haga

William H;,ihn

Frederick Hailcr

Adam Hains

William H. Hains

William Hahn

George Mulberftadt

John Raidiman, M.
G. A fromLancaJ-

ier countyy Pennfyl-

vania

David Hall

John Hall

John Hallman
Anthony Hallowell

Edward Hanlon

Jufeph Harbefop

Jacob Harman

Robert G. Harper, M.
C. from South Caro-

lina

John Harris

Robert Harris, M D.

Robert Harris

William Harris

Benjamin Harrifon

Carter B Harrifon,

M. C. from Virginia

George Harrifon

Jacob Harrifon

Vv iiliam Harrifon

William Harrifon

William Hartung

John Hathorn, M. C,

from New York

Sampfon Harvey

Samuel Hays

Jofeph Hefty

Rev, Henry Helmuth
William Hendel

Henry Henderfon

Robert Henderfon

John Hendricks

Benjamin Henfry



SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES. II

David Henry,

Francis Henry

John Henry, M. C.

from Maryland

Jacob Herman

James Heron

Frederick Hefs

Hefton & Gibbs

Levi Helton

Philip Heyl

William Heyl

Seiby Hickman

Ebenezer Hickling

Jofeph Higbee

Henry Hill

Jacob Hill

John Hill

Stephen Hillis

John Hills

Samuel Hodgdon

Thomas Hodgdon

Jacob Hoffman

Lucy HofFner

James Holland, M. C.

from North Carolina

Levi HollingCworth

Charles Homalfel

John Hood

John Hook
Adam Hoops

Richard Hopkins

Benjamin Horn
Henry G. Hough
Ifaac Hough

John Hough

Samuel Hough
Abraham Howell

Ifaac Hozey

Henry Huber

Jofeph Huddle

John Hughes

Thomas Hughes

Aslheton Humphreys

Ifaac Humphreys

Jofbua Humphreys
P N Hunt
George Hunter

John Hurley

Thomas Hurley

Lawrence Huron

Charles Hurft

William Hutchins

J. B Huchinfon

Nathaniel Hutton

John Hyde

Henry Hyneman



IZ SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

I

John Imlay

Abraham Infl^eep

John Innes

John Inllone

Andrew Ireland

David Irving

Mathew Irwin

Samuel Ifrael

David Jackfon

Joel Jackfon,

Jofhua Jackfon, JFil

mingion, Delaware

Leonard Jacoby

Edward James

William January

Don. Jofeph de Jau-

dennesj Spanj/h Com-

miffioner

Ifaac Jeanes

David Jenkins

John Joad

John Johnfon

Edward Johnftoii

Francis Johnftoa

Jacob Johnfton

John Johnfton

William Johnfton

Dominick Joice

J. C. Jones

John Jones

Jonathan Jones

Lloyd Jones

Robert Jones

T. C. Jones

James Jofiah

K

John Kaighn John Kean

H. Kammerer,juno Kearney & Martin



SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES. n

George Keatinge,

Baltimore, 6 Copies

Adam Keller

Thomas Kelley

Leonard Keller

Henry G, Kepple

William Key

William Key

Peter Keyfer

Robert Kidd

John Kincaid

Ezekiel King

William King

John Kiniel

Abraham Kintzing,

jun.

Charles Kirkham

Frederick KiiTelman

Aaron Kitchell, M.C,

from Now Jerfey

John Klien

John Kline

Henry Knerr

William Knight

George D, Knorr

Henry Knox

Be nj miin Koeife

John Kollock

Frederick Kreider

Peter Kuher

Frederick Kuhl, jun.

Henry Kuhl

Marcus Kuhl

William Kuhn

John Lake

Richard Lake

James Lakin

William Lambert

William Lamfon,

Woodbury, Connecticut

Thomas Lancafter

William Lane

John Langdon

Melchior Larer

George Latimer,

Speaker of the General

JJfembly, Pennfylvama

Alexander Lawfon

George Lauman

Lewis Lauman, ofLan-

cafter, Pennjylvania

Thomas Leaming, jun.



H SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

John Leamy

Samuel Lees

Jofeph Lehman

Andrew Leithead

Henry Lentz, jun.

Samuel Leonard

John Letch worth

Thomas H. LeuiFer

"William Levis

Aaron Levy

Mofes Levy

S.impfon Levy

Alexander Lewis

Andrew Lewis

Anthony Lewis

David Lewis

Mordecai Lewis

Nathaniel Lewis

William Lewis

John Limeburner

Andrew Lineau

Henry Lifle

William Lifle

Samuel Livermore,

M. C.from N. Hamp-

Jhire

Edward Livingfton,

M. C.from New York

Ifaac Lloyd

Robert Loague

John Lodor

John Loft

Samuel Logan

John B. Loir

J, Lorain

William Love

James Lownes

William Lucas

George Ludlam

Charles C, Ludwig

Thomas Lukens

John Lyle

William Lyman,

M. C. from Northamp-

ton, MaJJachuJetts

Benjamin Lyndall

M

Nathaniel Macon,

M. C. froJii IVarren-

ion. North Carolina

Patrick Madan
David Maffet

Rev. Samuel Magaw



SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES. 15

Charles Malvey

David Mandeville

Richard Maris

Hyman Marks

Solomon Marks

Richard Marley

George Marr

John Marr

Jofeph Marfli

Jofeph Marlh, jiin,

Humphrey Marlhall,

M' C. from Kentucky

Thomas Marlhall

Jacob Martin

"William Martin

Charles Marquedant

Ifaac Mafon

Philip Mafon

Stephen Thorn pfon

Mafon, M. C.from

Loudon C. Virginia

Thomas Mafon

William Mafters,

Jofiah Mafters

Scbaticoke, N. York

Ralph Mather

William Mathews,

M. D. Cecil County

Maryland

John Maull

John Maxfield

John Marivell

Robert MrAdams
Mary M'Aliifter

Janes M^Alpin

Archibald M'Call

John M^Calla

J. M*Connell

Archibald M*Crea

William M'CulI.mgh

Alexander M'Cut-

chon

Alexander McDonald

Malcolm M' Donald
William M'Dougall

James M*Dowell

J. M'Elroy

James M'Ewen
William M'Faden

Robert M'Gee

James M'Glaflin

James M'Gowan
Archibald M'llwaioe

Duncan M'Innis

Alexander M^Kean

Jofeph B, M^Kean

ThomasM'Kean, Chief

Judge of Pennfylvania



s6 SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

Alexander M'Kenzie

Bridge toivn.

New Jerfty

John M'^Kenzie

Archibald M'Krea

George M'Leod

John M'Leod

Nathaniel M'Minis

Wm. M^Mullin, jun.

John M'Nulty

Col. William M'Pher-

fon

William M'Phail

George Meade

Samuel Mecklin

William Medlin

Adam Mendenhall

Samuel Meredith,

Trcafiirer of th^ U. S.

Frederick Me\er

John Micklejohn

Daniel Middagh

Peter Mierken

Thomas Mifflin,

Governor of Pen-

fylvania

Thomas Miffiin, jun.

Cotton Milbouni

Samuel Miles jun.

Thomab Millard

John Mi Hedge,

M. C.from Georgia

Charles Miller

Bait us Miller

Jofeph J Miller

Magnus Miller

William Miller

JefTe Millhoufe

Jacob Minich

Samuel Minick

Andrew Mitchell

Plenry Mitchell

W. Moreton

Enoch Morgaa

Jacob Morgan

Alexander Moore

Elidia Moore

John Moore

Thomas L. Moore

Henry Morris

Ifaac W. Morris

John Morris,

Lancqftcr

Jofeph Morris

Richard H. Morris

Thomas Morris

George Mofer

Timothy Mountford

Edward MoyftoPi

Jeremiah Much



SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES. 17

Thomas Mullen

Capf. John Munn
John Murdock

Michael Murphy-

Robert C. Murray

N

David Naglee

Andrew Nelfon

John Newbold

John Nicholas, M. C.

from Virginia

William Nichols

John Nicholfon

Philip Nicklin

O

Ifaac Oakman

Jeffe Oat

James Oram

John Mufchert

Jofeph Muffi

John Myers

John Myers

Jacob Mynicli

Samuel Nightlinger

Hezekiah Niles

John Nixon

Jofeph Norris

Jofeph Parker Norris

Jofeph North

Jofeph Nourfe

Thomas Orr

Samuel A. Ottis

John Owner

John Page, M. C.from

Rofewelly Virgi?iia

John Page

Stephen Page

Jofeph Painter

Robert Palethorp

Richard Palmer

Philip Pancake

John Parker

Jcfiah Parker, M.
from Virginia

Thomas Parker



*8 SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

David Parry

Roland Parry

Dr. F. Pafcalis

John Patten, M. C.

from Delaware

John Paterfon

John Patterfon

David Patton

James Paywell, Bojlon,

Mqffachiifdts

Ralph Peacock

John Pearce

George Pearfon

John Pechin, Baltimore

George Peddle

F. t'elouze

Roderick Peneft

Edward Pennington

George Pennock

Charles Penrofe

Jonathan Penrofe

James Pentiand

Philip Pepper

George Peter

Richard Peters

Charles Pettit

George Pfeiffer

Jofeph Pfeiffer

John Phillips

Maphtaii Phillips

Thomas Phillips, jun.

Timothy Pickering/

Secretary of State^,

U?iited States

David Pierce

John Pierce

Robert Pierrie

Ifrael Pleafants

George Plum

Robert Pcalk

Richard Pollard

Ifaac Pollock

John Poor

James Potter

Nathaniel Potter, MD
Ifaac Potts

Richard Potts, M. C,

from Frederic- toivn,

Maryland

J. Poydras

John Prager

Mark Prager

Henry Pratt

Francis Prefton, M. C
from Virginia

John PreRon

John M. Price

James Prichard

William R. Prichett

Adam Primmer



SUBSCRIBE R S' N A M E S. 19

R
Alexander M. Rac,

Feterjburg, Virginia

Benjan)in Rain

John Rain

Gabriel Ralfton

Edmund Randolph,

Attorney at Law,

RicJjmond, Virginia

William Ravvle,

Attorney at Law

David RawQ

Jacob Read

Jacob Read, M. C.

from South Carolina

Wiiliam Reed

•Thomas Reeves

George Rehn

Philip Reilly

Alexander Reinagle

John Rein hard

George Reinholdt

Richard Reynall

James Reynolds

James Reynolds M. D.

Jofeph Ricardo

John Rice

Leonard Richard

Samuel Richards

William Richardfon

Marcus Pvickett

John Riever

Francis Rifing

Benjamin Rittenhoufe

David Rittenhoufe

George Robert

Jofeph Roberts, jun.

Charles Kobertfon

Duncan Robcrtfon

James Robertfon

John Robertfon

William Robertfon

James Robefon

Y/illiam Robefon

Richard Robinet

Luke Robins

John Robinfon

John Robinfon

Lewis Robinfon

William Robinfon

William Robinfon, jun

Samuel Rockenburg

Thomas Rodman

Maurice Rogers

Thomas Rogers



20 SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

David Refe

Henry Rofs

James Rofs

John Rofs

Robert Rofs

Thomas Rofs

James Rowntree

William Rowfon

Samuel Ruharus

Richard Rundle

Benjamin^Rufh, M. D,

Benjamin Rufh, M. D.

of CharUJton S. C.

William Rnlh

Edward RuITell

John RutherFiird,

M. C. from N. Jerfey

Thomas Ryan

Charles SchafFer

John G. L. Schenck

Henry Schively

Rev. Fred. Schmidt

Cafper Schneider

Charles Schroeder

Frederick Schull

Andrew Scott

Edward Scott

George D. Scott

Robert Scot

Johii Sears

Lawrence Seckel

Sophia Seckel

John Sellers

C. Sergeant

William Sergeant^ At-

torney at Law

William Serjeant

Jacob Servofs

Clement Sewell

Conrad Seyfert

Jofeph H. Seymour

Jofeph Shallcrofs, juo=

Derby, Delaware

county

Francis Shallus

William Sh mnon

James Shaw

Matthew Shaw

Robert Shaw
Thomas Shaw

William Shaw

William Shepherd

Robert 'Shewell, jun»

Shallows Shew ell



SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

William Shippen

Moles Shirley

Cozens Shivers

Samuel Shober, M- D.

Abraham Shoemaker

Jonathan Shoemaker

Robert Shoemaker

Thomas Shoemaker

Eden Shotwell

Samuel Shreiner

Charles Shroedcr

Frederick Shull

Conrad Shutz

Frederick Shutz

Juftus Shutz

George Sibbald

John Simmons

Jofeph Simmons

William Simmons

John Sims

Abraham Simfon

Lawrence Sink

William Skinner

John Slay-

Jacob Slemmer

Qeorgc Slough
(

Enos Small

Charles Smith

Edward Smith

Elijah Smith

James Smith jun.

John Smith

John Smith, jun,

Matthias Smith

Refolve Smith

Robert Smith

Robert Smith

Richard Smith

Samuel Smith

Stephen Smith

William Smith

William C. Smith

William M. Smith

Richard Smyth

Robert Smyth

William C. Smyth

Jofeph Snowden

Cafper Snyder

John Snyder

John Souder

George Spain

Henry Spang

Richard F. Sparks

Jonathan Speaker

Robert Sptden

Jacob Sperry •



'XT, SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

WiJIiam Spurrier, jiin.

Elkridge landing

Maryland

Robert Stafford, M. D.

John Stagg, jun.

Ifaac Starr

Ilaac Starr, jun.

Frederick Stall

Henry Stead

Antiiony Steel

Henry Steele

William Steele

Melchior Stciner

John Stevens,

Majfachujctts

Thomas Stevens

Stephen Stephenfon,

Alleghany County

Fennjylvania

Samuel S. Sterling

j^>anuiel Stcrett

J. Stevens, M. D.

Crooke Steven Ton

William Stevenfon

Aaron Steward

John Stewart

James Stewart

John Stille

John Stockdell,

Ricbtnond, Virginia

John Scocker

William F. Stokes

John Stow

John Strawbridge

Jofeph Stretch

Jacob Scrimback

Adam Strickly

John Stringer

Henry Strupp

James Stuart, M. D.

Philip C. Sumcrkamp

Andrew Summers

Henry Summers

Daniel Sutter, jun.

Ebenezer Swain

Jacob Swain

James Swain

John Swanwick;, M. C.

John Swallow

David Tallman, p-Food-

berry, ConneBicut

George Tvillmarj

Thomas Tallman



SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES 23

William Tallman

Jofcph R. Tateni

Abfalom Tatom, M. C.

from Hillfborough,

North Ccu'olina

Taylor <^ Newbold

George Taylor

John Taylor

John R. Taylor

Robert Taylor

Henry Tazewell, M.C.

from Virginia

John Tell

James Thackara

Andrew Thatcher

Richarci Thatcher

Benjamin Thaw
Thomas & Mather

Ebenezer Thomas

Eliflia Thomas

Luke Thomas

Jacob Thomas

Jofeph Thomas,

Attorney at Law
Jofeph Thomas

ohn Thompfon

oihua Thompfon

J. Ozier Thompfon

Mark Thompfon,

M. C. from New

Jcrfcy

"William Thomfon

Jacob Thorn

Matthew Thornton

John Tielfvvorth

Peter Tilly

James Todd

Henry Toland

Henry Townfend

Jacob Toy

Uriah Tracy, M. C.

from Conne&icut

William Trautvvine

Edward Trench ard

James Trenchard

David Trimble

Morris Truman
Richard Truman

Jonathan Trumbull,

M. C from

ConneBiad

John Trump
A. W. Trufdeli

James Turner

John Turner

Richard Tybout



e4 SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES,

U

Stephen C. Uftick

V

Kicbolas Vallance

T. Vallance

Eli Valletta

Charles Van Cortland,

M. C- from

New-Torh

Daniel Vanderflice

Anthony Van Man-

nierick

Thomas Van Swearin-

gen

Ambrofe ValTe

John Vaughan

Abraham Venable,

M. C. from Virginia

Don Jofeph Ignatius

de Viar, Charge des

Affairs from Spam

John Vining M. C.

from Delaware

Frederick Vogel

Henry Voight

Sebaftian Voight

W
J, G. "Wachfmiith

John Waddington

Philip Wager

Jacob Wagner
Ifaac Wainwright

Samuel Wakeling

David Walker

Samuel V/alker

William Walker

Simon Vv^ilker

David Wallace

James Wallace

John Wallace

Samuel Wallace

Nicholas Wallan

JefTe Wain
Nicholas Wain, jun.

Richard Wain

Michael B. Walfii

James Walters
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M. B. Waiai, of Cork, Henry Wefton

Ireland Franklin Wharton

George Walton, Af. C. John Wharton, jun.

from Georgia Moore Wharton

John Ware P. H. Wharton

James Waring Samuel Wheeler

John Warner James White, M. C.

Thomas V/aterman from South J-Fejfeni

James Waters Territory

Charles C. Watfon James White

James Watfon Jolm White

John Watfon Zatth. M. Whiteall

Matthew Watfon William Whitecrofs

William Watfon John Whitehead

William Watts Richard Whitehead

George Way Charles Ed. Whitiock

Jacob Wayne Benjamin Wholf

Thomas Wayne William Widdi field

Jacob Weaver Thomas Wigneli

B. Webb John V^^ilcocks

Thomas Webb Robert Wiley

George Weckerly J. B. VVilkenfon

Henry WeifTenbach James Wilkenfoii

David Weldone Benjamin Wilkiiis

Richard Wells Cornelius Williams

John Welfli Jedcdiah Williams

John Weft Nathar.i.d Wilh^ams,

Matthew Weft ClMficr, Delaware

George Weftcott William Williinni
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David Yvilliamfon

Samuel Yviliiamfon

William Vviiliamfon

Thoma^> Willing, Pre-

Jident of the Ea7ik of

the United States

Dr. John Willis

Wilfon «^ Hampton

James Wilfonj J^idge

cf the Supreme Courf

vf the United States

James Wilfoiij Ken-

fmgton

JaQies W^ilfon

John Wilibii

Samuel Willoa

Silas Wiifon .

Thomas Wilfon

Richard Winn, M. C.

from Wmnjhoroiigh,

South Carolina

John Wire

Samuel Witman
Peter Woglom
James Wood
William Wood
Leonard Woodrow

Archibald Woodruff

W. W^. Woodward
Nathaniel Worrel, near

Chefter

Anthony Wright

John Wright

Jofiah Wright

Maicom Wright

Ifaac Wynn

Y

William Yard

Anthony Yerkcs

Charles Young

James Young

John T. Young, iVf.i>.

Jofeph Young
Nicholas Young

Samuel Young

William Zane Adam Zantzinger

Jacob Zeikr, 2 copies John Zeller

Thomas Barton Zantzinger, Attorney at Law.
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